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PART I. " SECRET,
GENERAL QUTLINE OF OPERATIONS.

Bgfe:enge attached G.S.G,S. Map of ARNHEM area.

SITUA TION PRIOR TO THE OPERATICL,

1. By mid—September, 1944, SECOND BRITISH Army had
reorganised after their rapid advance to the BELGI&N .
frontier and were ready for further advances,

The intention of SECOND Army was to advance north
across the MAAS WAAL and NEDER RIJN, form a strong bridge-
head north of ARNHEM and continue operations north into
HOLLAND and east agzinst the REICH. The main .axis of the
advance was to be EINDHOVEW -~ GRAVE- NIJMEGEX- ARWHERN,
This axis was allotied to 30 Corps,

2. It was thought that the eremy must still be dis-
organised after his long and hasty retreat from south of
the R.SEINE and that, though there might be numerous
small bodies of enemy in the area, he would not bte capable
of organised tsistance to any great extent.

3. It was known that, although the airfield at DEELEY
7285 was not in use, there was a very heavy conceniration
of flak in its vicinity and in AXMNEEM itself.

OBJECT OF THE OPERATION,

a4, The airborne force available consisted of :~

HQ British Airborne Corps

1 British Airborne Division
82 US Airborne Division

101 US Airborne Division

1 Polish Para Bde Group.

Se The task of the force was to capture and hold <the
crossings over the canals and rivers, which lay on 30
Corps'axis of advance from inclusive EINDHOVEN to
inclusive ARNHEM.

6. The task of 1 Airborne Division (with 1 Polish
Para Bde Gp under command) was to capture the bridges
at ARNHEM and to establish a bridgehead round them, so
that formations of 30 Corps and SECORD Army could pass
through without deiay on their advance northwards.

7. 82 (US) Airborne Division was to capture the
crossings at NIJMEGEN and GRAVE and to hold the high
ground bvetween NIJMEGEN and GRCESBEZEX. HQ British
Airborne Corps wes to land with 82 (US) Airborne Divisionx.

8. 101 (US) Airborne Division were alloted the task
of seizing the bridges and defiles between EINDHOVEN and
GRAVE.

PLANNING A¥D PREPARATION.

9. The first notification of the operation was
received on 10 Ser 44, when a previous operation Cnvisa-
ging the capture of the bridges at ARNHEM, FIJMEGEN and
GRAVE by 1 Airborme Division with 1 Polish Para Bde Gp
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under commend was cancelled.: The information obtained
for the cancelled operation was of considerable value
when planning Operation MARKET.

10. At that time units of 1 Airlanding Bde and Divi-
sional Troops were in transit camps beside the airfields
of 38 and 46 Groups R.A.F. 1 and 4 Para Bdes, with
parachute elements of Divisional Troops, were in normal
locations in the GRANTHAM area, whence they could move
direct to the northern group of airfields being used bty
the US 9th Troup Carrier Command. 21 Independent Para
Coy were at the 38 Group R.A.F. Station at FAIRFORD,
which was providing the pathfinder aircraft.

11. A tac Div EQ was established with HQ Airborme
Corps at MOOR PARK,

12. Tre Divisional Commander issued his verbal orders
to the Div '0' Group at MOOR PARK a2t 1700 hours on 12
Sep 44. The same evening information was received that
D D=y would be 17 Sep 44.

13. Certain read justments in transit camps, consequent
on a fresh allotment of gliders and troops to airfields,
were carried out on 12 Sep. Gliders were loaded, and
briefing of troops began on 15 Sep.

14. On 14 Sep the Divisionzal! Commander, accompanied
by the CRA, visited the three Brigede Commanders and
Comrander 1st Polish Para Bde Gp and co-ordinated any
outstanding points in the plan.

' OUTLINE PLAX.

15. Although the plan is given in detail in the
ammexures in Part IV, it is appropriate to outline it here.
The operation was to be carried out in three lifts on
three consecutive days, weather permitting.

16. The availability of aircrzft and gliders by lifts,
and the troops to be carried in each 1lift, were as
follous :-

(2) First Lift.

12 Pathfinder aircraft of 38 Group
R.A.F. (Stiriings).

143 C.47 Parachute aircraft of US 9th
Troop Carrier Ccmmand.

358 Tug aircraft of 38 and 46 Groups R.A.F.
(Stirlings, Albemarles, Halifaxes and
C.47s).

345 Horsa gliders.
13 Hamilcar glidsrs.

These carried -

Tac Div HQ.

1 Airlanding Recce Scz.
1 Airlanding Light Regt, RA.
1 A tk Bty, RA.
1 Para Sqn RE,
9 Fd Coy RE.
1 Para Bde,
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1-Airlanding Bde (less certain sub-units).
16 Para Fd Ambulance.
181 Airlanding Fd Ambulance.

(v) Second Lift.

126 C.47 Parachute aircraft of US
9th Troop Carrier Ccmmaznd.

301 Tug aircraft of 38 and 46 Groups
R'A.F.

284 Horsa gliders.

17 Hamilcar gliders.

These carrizd :-

4 Para 3de,

2 A tk Bty, Ra.

Ore Bty 1 Airianding Light Regt, RA.

4 Para Sqn R=.

133 Para Fd Ambulance,

Bzlance of Divisional Troops arnd 1
Airlanding Bde.

Re-supply (35 aircraft).
(c¢) Third Lift,

114 C.47 Parachute aircraft of US
9th Troop Carrier Command.

35 Tug aircraft of 38 Group R.4.F.

35 Horse gliders.

Thes2 carried :-~-

1 Polish Para Bde Gp (less its
Light Bty).

17. In the first 1ift{ 1 Para Bde had as their first
responsibility the capture of the mair road bridge in
ARNHFY, second priority the capture of the pontoon
bridge at 738774. 1 Airlanding Bde were to protect

the DZ and LZ areas until the arrival of the secornd
1ift on D + 1, thexn to concentrate and form a perimeter
defence line on the wcstern outskirts of ARVHEM,

18. 4 Para Bde, in the second lift, were to move
eastwards and contirue the perimeter line along the
high grocund just north of ARNHENM, linking up with 1
Para Bde on the main road ARN¥HEM - APELDOORN.

19. 1 Polish Para Bde Gp, in ths third 1ift, were to
land south of the river immediately oppositie ARNAEM,

cross the river ty the mein bridss and occudy a position
on the eastern outskiris of ARWHEM.

20. It vias thus intended to fora a2 firm bridgehead
round ARNEEM with a false front position and standing
patrols pushed well out in front of the mzin position.
The original plan is shown graprically in the irace at-
tached to Armexure 'N', part IV,

21. All landings were o take place in daylight.

INITIAL FLIGET AWD LANDING.

22, The weaiher on Sunday morning, 17 Sep, was suitatle
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English coasi and thereafter it was fine except for slight
haze.

23. The route taken by 38 Group and 46 Group aircraft
from their airfields in xfordshire and Gloucestershire,
was first westwards over the Bristol Channel then, after
2 180° turn back cver the airfield arca, to HATFIELD;
thence north cast to about ORFORD NESS, where the column
crossed the coast,

24, Parachute aircraft from the 9th Troop Carrier !
Command airfields in the GRANTHAM arca flew south east,
and passed over the coast at the same place behind the
glider force,

25. The air column crossed the Dutch Coast at 2 point
on the island of OVER FLAKEE, then flew eastiward, south
of the river Mi4iS, to a point south of HERTOGENBGSCH,
where the column for ARVHEM turned nortn east and crossed
the rivers MAAS and NEDER RIJN. Very little flak was
encountercd, though rising columns of smoke in one or

two places gave evidence of effective action by the
escorting bombers and fighters,

26, . Both gliders and parachute landings were accomplished
practically without opposition, and almost 100% on the
correct LZ and DZ commcncing zt 1300 hrs. Glider landings
took place before the parachutists dropped. Casualties

on the LZ and DZ were slight, corcentration in rendezvous
was quick and uniis moved off from 80% to 100% strong.

The time taken to concentrate was below, and the high
percentage arriving at rendezvous far greater than, any-
thing. so far achicved on any sexercise or operation.

OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST LIFT UP TO 1500 hrs, 18 SEP.

27. The divisionzl operations up to 1500 ars D + 1
were split into two separate parts :-

(2) The capture and holding of the north end
of the mein ARNHEM road tridge by elements
of 1 Para Bde.

(b) The operations of that part of the Division,
lesz 1 Parz Bde, which landed in the first
lift.

28. This split was inevitable owing +c the necceszity
of dispersing the airlanding bns to guard the LZ and
DZ for the secord 1lift on D + 1.

29. The plan of Commander, 1 Pare Bde was for 2 Parz
Bn to capture the bridge, moving via BEZLSUM along the
road running close to the north bark of the R, RHDE.
This Bn to hold the south end of the bridgz and the north
end, facing west and north west. 3 Parz Bn was to mowe
via the road HEELSUM - ARNHEM to assist 2 Para Bn by
approaching the bridge from the north, ihen to 2s3ist in
holding the north end of thes bridge by facing north eacs:
and east. 1 Para Bn to move on orders of Zde HQ,

when it was clear that 2 and 3 Pare Bns were satisfac-
torily launched and was to occupy the high ground just
north of ARNEEM.
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The capture and holding of the north end of the
ARVHEM bridege by eclements of 1 Para Bde.

30. By 1530 hours 17 Sep, 2 Para Bn had moved
off from their rendezvous at HEBLSUM 6477, .with
e Coy leading; a2long the road HEELSUM - OOSTEHRBEEX
7078 - ARNHEM. :They advanced about two miles
before meeting opposition irn the form of MG and
Mortar fire. This was circumvented by a move:

tc the south and A Coy reached the railway about
T12774 without further trouble. Hore an armoured
car znd snipers caused scme delay and casualties;
but the dircciing of B Coy on to DER BRINK 7277
and its capture overcame these, and by 2030 hrs
4 Coy were occupying builédings close to the north
erd of the main tridge at 7477,

31, Shortly aftervards Lt. Col. J.D. ¥RCST,

OC 2 Para Bn, arrival with Bn HQ and HQ Coy and,

later the sazme night, 1 Pare Bde HQ also arrived,
less howcver Brigedier G.W. Lethbury, the Brigade
Ccmmander, who had remained with 3 Parza Bn.

32, C Coy; 2 Para Bn, had been detached to
capture the railway bridge a2t 7076, but this was
blown in their faces. They then tried to follow
the rest cf their battalien, but were surrounded in
an hotel which the enemy blasted with tanks and

SP guns. They were forced to break out and never
re-formed,

33. Meanwhile; 3 Pare 3n and 1 Para Bn had
moved off from their rendezvous by the following
routes - i

{2) 3 Para Bn - M¥ain rd UTRECHT - ARYEEM
(UTRECETSCHE WEG)

(b) 1 Pare Bn - Main rd AMSTERDAM - ARNHEM
(A¥STERDAMSCEE WEG).

4. 3 Para Bn's tesk was to assist 2 Para 3n

n the capture of thc main bridge and then establish
& defensive position facing north east and east of
ARNHEM. 1 Para Bn were to occupy the high ground
in squares 7580 and 7279 so as to deny the eremy
diract observation on to ARNHEINM.

3
i

35, Both bns however, werc held up oy enemy
opposition and by darit had not got teyoxnd about
x roads 690784 and Pt 23.2 (6879) respectively.

36, Both the Commander 1 Pare Bde and Divisionzl
Ccamander were with 3 Para Bn 2% this time as
enemy action prevented their return to itheir cwm
a0

b L]

37. Two atiempts were made during the nizht
17/18 Sep to capiure the south end of the dridge,
the first by a pletocn of A Coy, 2 Para 3Bn,
attacking zcross the bridge, and the second by
+raing to send 1 Para Bde EQ Dcfence Platoon
across the river by boat to attack the bridge
fren the south., 3Zoth, however, failed.

38. iuring the night 17/18 Sep atout 1%

«eeses/Dlatoons
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platoons of C Coy of 3 Para Bn managed to reach
the bridge. A4t about 0500 hours on 18 Sep B

Coy; 2 Para Bn, less on¢ platoon and some casual-
tieg, also arrived a2t the bridge. Later in the
morning a party of a2bout 25 Sappers under Captain
OfCallaghan a2lso arrived. These sere the last

of 1 Para Bdz to recch the arca of the bridge.
Lt. Col. J.D. FRGST nzd by now assumed commend of
the whole force (comprising 2 Para Bn less C Coy
with Bdec HQysome Sappers znd elemenis cf the Div
Artillery assembled at the bridge).

39. During the morning encay armoured vehicles
tried t- crose the bridse from south tc nortk, a
totel of about 10 armoured cars znd half tracks
being accounicd Jor - six by £-pr anii tenk guns
and four by Ps.I1.4.T. In the latc afternoon a
strong attack developed along the river berk from =~
the east, stpported by heavy mortar fire and two
tanks. The attack was held afier scme house: to
housc fighting and at the expcnse of some casualties,
Both tanks were knocked out, onc by 6-pr and one
by P.I.A.T.

20, Just before dark several of thc houses
occupicd by 1 Parz Bde uwere ™urnt down. Afier
dark an attack from the south cnd of the bridgec wes
repulsed,

1. During 18 Sep and thereafter the area
occupicd by 1 Para Bde was under continuous heavy
mortar and artillery fire, in addition to speci
closc range attaoks by tarks and SP guns with a
vie:r $o setting on fire and destroying the houses
held oy the force.

Action of 1 Pare  42. llcanwhile, during the night 17/18 Sep, boih
BnonD+ 1. 3 2nd 1 Para Bre had disengnged from the eneay
T who had held them on their originzl routes.
3 Parz Bn mcved on to 2 Para Bn route and 1 Para
Bn approxiratcly on to 3 Para Bn route.

43, 4t 0100 hrs, 18 Sep, 1 Para Bn (less R Coy,
which had suffered 50% casualtics and whose
whereabouts was not lknovm) moved south with the
object of linking up with 2 Para Bn via ARMIEM

tovn. They had no communication with 1 Parza Bde
T

a4, The Batialion was held up in area road
junction 70S7383. where cfforis werc made to dis-
lodge the opposition.

45, A1 0530 hrs a message from 2 Para 3n wzs$
received via the F,0.0. askirg urgently for
reinforcaments. C€.0. 1 Parz Bn decided o
by-pass the cpposition to the soutk =z2rd move on
%o the bridg=.

X

26, At 07CO hrs, en route to the bridge, the
Battalicn picked up HQ Coy cf 3 Para 3Bn, wkich
had Yecys: separcied from its Battalion during a
night march. Soorn afterwards 1 Para 3n enccuntered
the enemy in sitrength zlong the reilway. I3
appearcd that the enemy hai now btlocked entry tc

voveo s JARNERM



Aétion of 3 Pzra

BoonD + 1.

Page T_

ARNHEYM from the west.

4T. At 0900 hours a determined attack was put
in to clear the opposition on DEX BRINK. It
wes supported by light artillery and the mortars
and medium machine guns of EQ Coy, 3 Para Bn.
This was partially succesful. '

48, leanwvhile, A Coy of 3 Para Bn (also parted
from its Bettalion during the night) jcined 1
Para Bn. & Further atiack was put in with A
Coy; 3 Para Bn, assisting. This attack was
succesiv’’ and the battazlion reached just westi of
ELIZABETH Hospital 729779 where it was held up.

£9. 3P
uD in are
defensive

ar2 Bn on tnhe nigh’ of 17 Sep was held
. of cross roads €90784, in an all 'round
position )

NS

b

50. During the night there had been no vireless
coomunication. It wms decided by the Brigade
Commender (who, with the G.0.C., was still with

3 Para Bn) and t2: C.0., to disenzzge the Battalion
before first light and move south through OWTERBEEX
T077 *o the bridge.

51. By 0430 hours 18 Sep, the Bn had success-
fully discngseged and moved towards the bridge.
No resistance was cncountered uniil after crossing
the reilwey where therc was scme sniping fro=m the
south. Finzlly the leading Ccmpany reached a
point 300 yards west cf ELIZABETH Hospital at
0630 hours. Here they come under heavy fire.

It was then discovered thit 4L Coy, HQ Coy ard all
the trensport (including threé out of four anti
tank guns ancé the G.C.C's and Brigacde Commander's
wireless Jeeps) had bcccme parted. They later
jeined 1 Para Bn, =2s has already been relzted.

52. Therz was no touch with the missing companics
and it was decided to push on. A further 100 yards
was @made against opposition.

53. 14t 0900 kours a German counter attack developed
from ARNHEM and, from then until 1600 hrs, 3 Perc
Bn was atiacked at frequent intervals.,

54, £t 1230 hrs wireless touch was re-gained

with the missing 'i' Coy, who w~rz then about to
join in 1 Para Bn's attack ixn the zrea DEN BRIXK.
They were urged to get through together with tke
reserve amruniticn, tadly required 2t the oridgec.

55. 4% 1430 hrs the rements of 'A' Ccy and
the Bn Defence Plzatocn {30 ~ 40 men), under the
sole surviving officer, a2rrived having suffered
severe casuwalties in breaking through. Yo
coherent informzticn could e owvtained as to what
had hoppened tc 1 Para Bn,

56. It was decided to move what existed of 3
Parz 3n through the gardens z2nd houses in the
icim in the direction of the hridge. At 1400 hrs
the advance tegen. The sirenzgth thcn was about
13C - 140 21l ranks,

Y
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57. The G.0.C., Brigede Commander ard Brigede
I.0., who had moved into the town with this b®n,

as they were still unable to reach their H.Qs.,
went by the road leading to the ELIZABETH Hospital.
On the wey the Brigadier wes wounded and had to

be left in 2 cellar. The G.0.C. and I.0.; had

to remzin hidden in a2 house until 0700 hrs the
next morning, when they managed to get back to

Div H.Q. in a jeep.

58. Meanwhile, 3 Parz Bn were unzblc to make
any progress and before dark they took up other
positions in the hcouses, little more than 3090
yards north of where the fighting had teken place
a2ll doy.

The Operation of that vart of the Division (other
than 1 Para Bde) which landad in the First Lift.

59. As with 1 Para Bdc, so the remainder of
the first lift was quickly concentrated after
landing and moved almost without opposition to
occupy its prc-arranged positions.

€0. By 1430 hrs, 17 Sep, Div H.Q. h2d opcned
at 657799. The G.S.0.2(Int), B.M., R.A., and
the Chief Clerk had force landed in the U.X. and
came in a later 1lift. Shortly afterwards the
10 report cenires, who had parachuted after the
glider landings, joined up. Communication was
established between the Ccminander'!s rover set and
1 Para Bde and 21 Indep Pare Coy, but ves shortly
lost with 1 Para Bde.

61. There was intermitient firing in the woods
around Div H.Q., =2nd occasional salvoes of rockéet-—
projected mortors, which had the effect of speeding
up the digging of slit trenches. ’

€2. The G.0.C. vicited H.Q. 1 Airlanding Bde
duting the aftcrnoon and; later, H.Q. 1 Par=a Bde
and 3 Para Bn witl: whom, as zlrceady related, he
spent the night.

€3. 1 Airlanding Recce Sgn, less one troop,

was to have attempted 2 'coup de main' on the

main bridge ot ARVHEM, but found difficulty in
assembling and this plan was abandoned. Cne

troop wes sent to assist 1 Parz Bde z2nd the remzin-
der held in Div reserve and cccuried 2 position in
the roods south of REIJERSHEIDE 6781, with patrols
east and west along the rcad ARNHEN - EDE.

64, Shortly after dark Div H.Q. moved into 4
gliders on the neightbouring L.Z about £55798.

65. Mecnwhile,; by 1600 hrs, 17 Sep, 1 Air
Tanding Bés H.G. had cpened at 684806, Urnits wers
disposcd for the protecticn of *he L.Z.and D.Z.
for the sgcond 1liff as follcuws:—

2 S, Staffords (less two covs).

REIJZRS CAMP 6681

ev0 0. 0/17 KnOcSoBo
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7 K.0.S.B.
PLAYKEN WANBUIS 6683

1 Border
RENMKUM 6276

Those posiiions were held until the next morning.

66,  After dark one platoon cf T X.0.S.3. at,
€33839 were atitacked rcpeatedly. Pztrols of

this Bn peneiratcd inio into EDE duling the right.
Otherwise the night zessed almost without
incident.

67. Coozmunications sc far had nct worked well,
particularly fr om Div H.Q. to 1 Pzra ¢ with whon,
xcept for one briefl pcrlo no vireless contact

had becen made.

63. Cn the morning of 10 Sep the situation was
unchanged in the Div H.Q. and Air landing Bde arezs.
At about 0700 hrs Div H.Q.mcved to cross roads
6.5784, with = view to ccniiming castwards later
along its axis of advance.

€9. At about 0820 hrs reports werc received at

Div H.Q. of enemy in HEELSUM and that one coy, 1
Border, had been surrounded, but az yet wucre not

in serious difficulties. Such little information

as came in irndicated that 1 and 3 Pare Bns were
ceeting very stiff oppositicn, as has been described,
and that ther were necding assistance.

70. 4is the G.0.C. had not returned from 3 Para

Bn and no news of Him had been received since 1200,
hrs the previous evening, 3rigadier Hicks, Commander,
1 Air Landing Bde, took cver the duties cf Acting
Div Commander z2bout 0915 hre.

71. it 0930 hrs it was decided that 2 S.Stafford
(whe still had two coys and other elements tc
arrive in the sscord Lift) should reinforce 1 and
3 Pzra Bns n~nd assist them towards the bridge by
advarncing elong the mein road HEELSUIM - ARNHEM.

72. During the mocrning the engzgement by 1
Border at HEELSUM contirmed and the coy, less its
supnorti weapens (other than M.3M.Cs.), Densged
to withdraw slong uhe north vank of river through
the other coy pcsitions,

73, Tc the north 7 X.0.S.3. were imvolved in
some stiff {ighiting, to protect the D.Z.of 4 Fa
Bde (whe were s*.rrivmg ', the second 1if%) parii-
cularly izn iwo t 6332, wherc bitter hand
to hand fight
00
T

T4, At a
aircraft s
several glid
75. By 1400 hrs 2 S. Staffords (less two coys)

were held up abcut 708782, andé it was then decidcc;i
that $hc remeing two coys (Gue in the second 1ift)

out 1115 hrs zpproximately 20 M.E.109
rzfed the D.Z. a.nd L.Z. areas and
lers burst into flanmes.
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should join the Bn as soon as they arrivéd.

11 Para Bn of 4 Parz Bde would also be deflected
from its planned task with 4 Para Bde and moved
south to follow up and assist 2 S.Staffords in’
their effort to help 1 and 3 Para Bns to get to
the bridge. The remainder of 4 Para Bde (10
Para Bn and 156 Para Bn) should ¢ontinue with tho
original plan of sccuring thc high ground northof
ARMWHEM, This decision was ccmmunicated to Brig
Hackett, Commender, 4 Para Bde, »n his arrival
with the sccond 1ift about 1515 hrs.

OPERATIONS FROM 1500 hrs 18 SEP TO 2359 brs 18 SEP.

Actiop Qf Div
H.Qo

-

Action of 4 Para

Bde79n737+ 1

76. The sccond lif% was duc abcout 10C0 hrs on

18 Sep but, owing to weaiher conditicns in ihe

U.X., did not begin to arriwve uniil 1500 hrs.

As on D day, the drop and landirg were very suscess—
ful. There was slightly mcre flak, both during

thc flight and in the L.Z.and D.Z.arcas. There

was also minor ground opposition in the D.Z.area.

17. At the samc time 35 aircraft dropped a

small re-supply. This was a2 scattiered drop, but

a2 fair proportion was collected by the Div R.4i.S.C.
and tzken to the Div dump a2t Div H.Q.

78. As the second lift was coming in, orders
were issued to meve Div H.Q. along the main axis
to the area HARTSSTEIW 697S. The Hartestein
Hotel 693783 was chosen. This had previously
been a German Officer's mess. All the offices
were installed on the ground floor. Services were
placed” in the grounds and the itennis courts were
used as a P.W. cage. )

79. Immediately H.Q. was set up all ranks dug
in ard digging was mere or less completed by
nightfall.

80. Thers was siill no news of the G.0.C. The
B.M., R.A., and G.S.0. 2(Int) arrived with the
second lift. 4t his stage no cesualties had been
suffered by Div H.§.

81. The G.S.0.1 (Ops) met Brig Hzckett, Commender,
4 Para Bde, on the D.Z.at 1515 hrs, 18 Sep, and
informed him of the change in plan due to strcng
opposition to 1 Para Bde.

82. The Brigede Comzander issusd orders as
follows :

(2) 11 Para Bn move off ait once and come
under ccmmand 1 Para 2de on arrival ai
HiRTESTEIN,

(b) 156 Para 2n to te prepared to lead the
advance of the Bde along the line of tke
ra2ilway.

(¢) 10 Para Bn tp remein firm in area 624842.

(d) 332 H.§. move as soorn as possiktle %0
area 634823,

(2) 133 Para Fd “mbulance to follow axis of
advance as soon casuzalty siiuat on peraitted.

vevel/BR
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83, ibout 1700 hrs Bde H.Q. moved to H.Q.
7 K.0.S.B. at 624822 and released th-m from
their task of protecting the D.Z. 7 XK.0.S.B.
then reverted to command of 1 Lir Landing Bde.

84. 10 Para Bn were then ordered to move
behind 133 Para Fd Ambulance as soon as they
were able to move ard to datach one coy to
take over from 7 X.0.S.B. in area track
junction 634822, The Bn was then being
attacked from time to time in a desultory
marrer and incurred socme casuzlties.

"

85. 156 Parz Bn got on the move, skirting
the D.Z. 30 the 3.4W.,directed cn area 663806,
Their axis was the irzck immediziely north of,
and parallel to, the railway,

86, 4is it was getiing dark, 156 Parz Bn
vere ordered by H.Q. 4 Para Bde tc healt and
reorganise, and to pusn on down the axis cf
the railway at first light.

87. 4% the same time, 10 Para Bn was ordered
to halt in thec area of road and track junction
634323 and rcorganise, preparatory to moving
along the Bde axis at 0300 hrs the next morning.

88. 4t about 1845 hrs (just dark) Bde H.Q.
moved to area of hotel €47813.

89. 4About 2300 hrs Commander, 4 Para Bde,
went to Div H.Q. and recéived fresh instruc-
tions for the next day, 19 Sep. The intemtion
was to advance between inclusive road ARNHEM -
EDE and inclusive railway to securc the high
ground KOEPEL 712793, with a firm left flank
on the road.

90. 11 Para Bn, which had been sexnt to assist
2 S. Staffords to reach thec bridge, had moved
south frcm WOLFHEZEN 6680 and by thc early hours
of 19 Sep had contacted 2 S.Staffords about
7267173,

91, We left 1 Border extricating their coy
which had been surrounded at HEELSUM. Ry
1700 hrs ths coy had fought its way oul and
rcjoined the Bn,

92.  Avout 19CO brs <he Bn moved and spent

the night digging in with a2 coy each at GRAFICQES
€878, WEG 6377, asiride main road 679784 and
ZILVEREEBERG 6778.

93. After the second 1ift arrived, 7 X.0.S.3.
were rcleased from their duty of proteccting the
L.Z. Abcut 1900 hrs thc Bn begen a nighis adwvence
towards its objective, the high ground betwicen
24.2(704’&02) and 56.5(697797) via JOHANNA HCEVE
979.

94, These positicns were very strongly held

7 the snemy znd it wes z:o+ possidle to 1o at
and dezl with thc opposition in the dark. Ta
B3n, eiter suffering casualtics, TOo0k up a pcsition

ceeeses/juss
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jus* before davm on 19 Sep, based on JOHANMA
HOEV
OPERATIONS FROM 0001 hrs 19 SEP TO 2359 hrs 20 SEP.

95. From 19 Sep to 20 Sep the operation fell
into three definite phases. These took place
concurreatly but, for the sake of clarity, wrill
be doscribed separaicly. They were :-—

(). The action of 1 Para Bde, with 2 Sa
Staffords axd 11 Para Bn, in the bridge
arca.

(:,) The offorts

¢f & Pzrz Bde (less 11
Para Br) with 7 X.0.3.3. ic sccure ihe high
ground north of ARNEELL

(c). The acticns of thc romainder of the

Div in the perimetcr avour OCSTERSBEEX.
Opecrations cf 1 Parz Bdc with 11 Pzara Bn and
2 S.Staffords.

Action of 2 96. Cur narrative left 2 Pare 3n at the
Para Bu. point wherc they still held the north end of

thz bridge and were suffering heavy moriaring
ané shelling., The morning of 19 Sep saw the
Germen attack from the cast rcsumed with increas-
ingly heavy mortaring a2nd shelling and atitempied
inTiltration.

97. At midday 3 cnemy tarnks took up position
near the river and shelled some of the houses,
meking ‘hem untenzble. Three hits were obtained
the tanks with Ps.I,A.T. 2nd, despite the
arrival of two more tanks, they then withdrew.

98. Throughout the remaindzar of the day attacks
supporied by tonks and armourcd cars coniinucd,
and by cvening at least five of the houscs nad
been burned down, including a key one just cast
of thc rridge

99. The cnemy had occupied 211 housas north
and wcst of the position =znd, althrough not
attcompting infiltration frem this area, were able
to kecep our positions covered by automatic fire,
to which 2 Para Bz could nct aff~rd io reply,

due to shoriage of ammuniiion, which was now
acuic.

100. Thkc numbers of weunded n2d assuncd serious
proport-ons ard werc zll evacuatcd to the cecllaers
2ds H

101. On the morning of 20 Scp (D + 3), *hc
atiacks from the east were azzin resumed. Alter—
native positions to the houses and ruins had been
dug 1n the gardcns. These wsre rnow shelled at
point biank range by cnemy ianks. Cur 6-pr. anii-
tanx guns could not be monned a5 they were under
direct small arms fire.

102, 4 party of encmy ait o sct charges
under the tridge. This per
N+

at infiltration, werc cocunt



iction cf 1,
3. 11 Para an
2ad 2 S.3taf-

'fordsﬂ_

Col. J.D. Frost was woundad and lMajor C.F.H.
Gough took command of thc arca, referring
maticrs of importance to Lieut. Col.Fros+,

103. The Bde wircless sct cn the Div Command-
dor's wave was in communiicaticn and the Brigade
lajor spoke. to the G.0.C.(who had roturned from
3 Para Bu) and staff of Div E.§., giving the

situatlon throughout the day.

A
104, During thos =73

figrnoon 4 or 5 on cm; tanks
crosscdé tne river T ng
o)

ut th. '\f 2T

3
:

. P -7 -
coverca bj firc thrcugn

"“n;r.g rouscs.,

105. 3By creni ion was .very scrious.
Noarly 211 tho i cn fircd. Just

after dark Bde H.Q. housc was sct on firc. The
wounded, new very numcrous, wcrce moved to another
house, but this was set on firc bveforc the move
could be completed, There was now nowhere to

put thc wounded.. Licut.Col. Frost crdered tkc
Bde E.Q. party to movc out and then geve the
order for the wounded to be surrendercd.

106. The streagth of the bridge party by the
evening was rcduced t: adbout 140. A furiher
50/60 were lost during *hc night.

107. Darkness and cremy infiltration made the
position worsc. £% 0500 hrs on 21 Sep (D =+ 4)

an attempt to rctake some houses faiicd and it
was clcar tkat the ené had comc. Ede H.Q. and
the remnants of 2 Parz Bn split into smell partic
and attcmpted to trecak out. The maJOr-ty became
casualtics or were taken priscrers during the day.

10 All ouoositior at the bridgc now ceased.
Tho task of this 3Bdc was to scize and hold the
jLK;mxbrldg This they nad carried out axd

held Tor 3 days and uniil they werc physically
incapable cf further resistance

109. Our account 1
ugp 2 S.Staffcrds at
Sep. 'Tho intention
together with th
should attempt *
2 Pare BEn.

110. To do this, 2 S.
advance at G445 hrs, 1
stroet of ARMLLII. Thoy
Para Bn. QRemnanis of 1
Licut. Col, DO-C.‘iC, O.C.7 1P
tin: started along ive
hrs, Col. Barlow, ?cp"ty Cr

t 11 Parz 3n having caught
25778 cn $he evening of 18
;as tha* these two bns

.

o
of
ct
o

53 ek ot
ct

- o

&

[oN

R

Brigede was sont T J.O. to co-oréinzie this
movemeat, tui he did n arrive.

141, 3y 0430 hrs, 2 3.Staffords had rcache

the Mmasiery ot 73&730, but oulﬂ get no further,
and had suffcred heas foorts oy

11 Para Bzn 10 mouxnti the high
groundé north cf <he o':ng to ;“cmy

counier aitacks, and 7 1CC ¥ 2 S,Staffcrds had

....../exhaustcd
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exhausted their P,I.A.T. ammunition ard hzd
been over-run by tanks which had inflicted
heavy casualties. It was therefore decided
to withdraw to about 725777, where there was
an anti-tank screen. Here the Bn was re-
organized into a force of Five platoons and
one il.}.G. platoon.

112, This force immediaiely attaclked DEN BRINI
so as to secure a pivet for 11 Para Bn to attack
on the line of the road running north and south
through DIZPENDAAL 7278 and HEIJ-QTOORD 7278,

The attack succeeded bui, before troops could
dig in, the position iras very heavily mortared
and shortly afieruverds counter atiacked by

tanks and overrun,.

113. About *thc same time as 11 Para 2n were
forming up for their attack, they were also

attacked by tenikkss. A4s a result their attack
never materialized.

114. The result of all these operations was
that the remnants of 11 Pare Bn and 2 S.Staffords
fell back to about rd junc 705774 axnd OCSTEREEEX
Church 696773, where they were orgenized into

a composite force with what was left of 1 and 3
Para Bns,

115. ilajor R.J.H. Lonsdale. 2 i/c 11 Para Bn,
assumed command of this force, which was known
as LOMSDALE FORCZ:.

116. So ended 2 gellant attempt to dbring
succour to 2 Para Bn at the dridge,

Ovperations of 4 Parz Bde (less 11 Para Bn) and
7 KOSBu_

117. Ye left 4 Para Bde (less 11 Para Bn) cn
the evening of 18 Sep (D + 1) with 156 Para Bn
and 10 Para Bn halted and re-orgenising.

. 118, The Bde Commander's plan for 19 Sep
(D + 2) was for Para Bn to secure XOEPEL
while 10 Para Bn formed a firm base about
693811, 4 Parz Sgn, R.E. were to remain in
area 630804, with one anti~-tank troop, as a
back stop.

119, 7 ¥X.0.S.B. a2t JOHANMNA HOEVE were put

under cocmmand 4 Para Bde. One coy was given

the task cf prctecting the L.Z. for the third
1lift, containing the Polish glider element,

due that afternoon, in area 6380. Another

coy was to talke over the LICHTENBEEX feature

7079 after capture by 156 Para Bn and act as

2 firm base for a further advance, while the
remainder of the bz remained firm in <heir present

position,
19 Seo 44. 120, Bacly cn the morning 19 Sep, 156 Parz BEn

put in two unsuccessful attacks on the LICHTEIBEEX
feature, dut were firm on 56.5(6979). 10 Para In
had also met streng oppositicn but, by about mid-
day, were consolidating .in the zrea £90510. 3y
that time 4 Para 2de Z.9Q. had been drawm up to
road and track junction 585799 and Para Sgn, R.Z.

....../to
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to 672804.

. "
121, At zbout 14C0 hrs the Div Commander
visited the Crmmaxnder; 4 Pzra Bde. It was
obvious that 4 Parz Bde were unlikely to meke
further progress con their present axmis and the
Div Ccamonder discussed twe alternative .plans
with thz Pde Cczmander. One of these was for
4 Para ki to “ilscciiinue th2ir present task,
disengagz and pass thrcagh the ncrthern haif
of 1 Airlandin; Bie'c position with a view to
formirgz the saszter: flanik to the Div pcsition
: ilwey crcssings 712734,

on the 7 ':o rcadi end 2ilw
715780 canl T12774. 1% was :¢ill hoped that
astion join up with

4 Pare T e woull Uy

1 Pare Zde in the <9 Thys the Div position
would become o »¢ lwrguler box with its west

and east flanks held rezncctively by 1 Airland-
ing Bde and 1 Para Zie, with 4 Pora Ede in the
centre, the south flank resting or: the open ground
just ncrth of the rivsr,

122. 45 a resuld cf this diccussion, and on
receiving inforration about 1500 hrs of enemy
mcvement eastward fraa FESISUM axd REWKUH,
Commander, 4 Pz»a Ede., ordered 10 Para En to
disengzg2 forthiwith and witndraw to the ."JLFHEZEN
crossing, which was to be seized and held as =
prelininary in case he was recuired to move his
Bde in accordance with the ztove plan . Shortly
aftervards confirmation was sent to 4 Para Bde
from Div H.Q. that this plan to be put into
operation.

123, Commander, 4 Para Z3de, then gave orders
for an immediate writhdrawu.l., 156 Para Bn were
to R.V. south of the railway abcut 679796.

7 X.0.S.B. were to move to arez 20.5(672754),
reverting to ccmmand 1 2irle:xding Ede on arrival.
Bde H.Q. were to move io 2% 23.2{672797).

124, 10 Para E: f.und considerabic difficuliy
in disengeging. a1l both other Bns wi2 under
considerable s <11 arms, mcrtar and S.P. gun
fire from nortin ci the arec.

125. Into thiz situation there arrived about

1600 hrs the Pclish glider ¢ 2ment, landing in

area 6830. The enemy reach.on wes violent;
pressure and v:lumz of fire immediately increzsing.
This did not malte things easier for 156 Para Bn
and T X.0.8.3., who had by then just received

their orders for an immcsdiate move, and some
congestion, .vlitting up of sub-units and temporary
loss of directicn tcok place tthen they started to
irithdrau,

126. 3By 1300 hrs 10 Parz En had arrived at the
'OLIFETZEN crossing, which they found partially
occupied, out managed nevertheless to occupy a
position just south of it. A% the same tire

4 Para Sgn, R.E., were engaged in passing the
Bde transport through the culveri at 663804;

a difficult task owing %o dzep, loose sand.

127. The enemy quicikly follcued up these with-
drawals. but was not ailcwed to zet teyond ihe

ceees/line
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line of the railway. By nightfall, 19 Sep,

10 Para Bn and 4 Para Sqn, R.E., had reached the
point just given. 156 Para Bn (approximately
270 strong) were holding a2 position from 678799
to 674797, with Bde H.Q. dug in about Pt 23.2
(6879). Some of 156 Para Bn did not cross
the railway but moved to a position about
673804, from which only the Q.ll. and 6 men
over re-appeared.

1

128, leanwhile 7 K.0.S.B. had been able after
considerable difficulty to concenirate at its
appointed R.V. at 672794, except for & Coy vho
were being strengly attacled in their detached
pesition about 686313. (4 Para Bde reported
that later 2bout 40 men of 7 X.0.S.B. joined
them: these mey have been scme of A Coy).

129. On reaching their R.V., no representative
of 1 Airlanding Bde could be found, so 7 X.0.S,B.
continued their move until contacting a Coy

of 1 Border about cross roads 679704. The
Second-in-Command 7 ¥X.0,S.B. had, houever, gone
on ahead and obtained instructions from Div H.Q.
to occupy a position to the right and north of
21 Indep Pera Coy, who were about 693793, They
accordingly occupied that night the L shaped
wood and a2 small wood to the east of it about
696791.

20 Sev 44. 130. At 0015 nrs. 20 Sep (D + 3), 4 Para Bde
o reported to Div H.Q. that 156 Para Bn and Rde
H.Q. were now located a2t 652798, 10 Para Bn
670799.

131. This merked the end of efforts to capture’
the high ground north of ARIHEII,

132, It now remains to relate the events inside
the Div perimeter in OCSTEREEEX from 19 Sep.
The action of the remainder of the Div in the

. perimeter about OCSTEREEEK from 0001 hours 19 Sep
to 2359 hours 20 Sev.

(Reference should be made to the map enlargement
at the end of Part III).

19 Sep 44.
Action 2t Div 133. At 0725 hours the G.0.C. returned from 1
E.Q. Para Bde, and Brigadier Hicks returned to command

1 Airlanding 2de. At this stage ccmmunications
existed with 4 Para Bde, 1 Airlanding Bde and”

21 Indep Parc Coy. There was still no communi-
cation with Corps or Base,

134. Colonel Berlow, Deputy Ccmmander, 1 Air-
landing Bde was sent to co—ordinate the efforts
of 1, 3, 11 Para Bus and 2 S.Staffords who iere
attempting to get through to 2 Para Bn cn the
bridge. He was not heard of zg2in.

135, At 0845 hrs, CRA and GSO1 (Ops) visited

H.Q. 4 Para Bde and confirmed details of objectives
for 4 Para Bde's atiempt to seize the high ground
nerth of ARMEIEI.

ceoeees/1360
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136. During the morning there was intermittent
strafing by li.Es., but little damage was done.

137. An air supply drop tock place at 1600 hours
on a pre-arranged DZ on the open ground about T7179.
Failure in communications had precluded irarning
Corps or U.¥. that the D.Z. was in enemy hands,
There was considerable flak to mecet the aircraft
and all supplies fell into enemy hands. Every
effort wvas made vith Zureka, yellow smcke, verey
lights, ground strips and yellow celanese triangles
to attract the attention of the pilots and get
them to drop their supplies on the area of Div H.Q.
6978. This had only a very limited success.

130, The drop of the parachute element of 1
Polishi Indep Para Ede Gp, which formed the major
part of the third lif4%, did not falte place on
19 Sep. It was now clear that they could not
carry out their original taslk of landing south

of the main ATIHEI! bridge, crossing it and occupy-
ing their positions east of ARIHEIl, It was
therefore decided to arrange a new D.Z. for the
Polish parachute element, north east of DRIEL

-6875 and to give them the task of holding a firm

bridgehead on the south benk of the river in the
area of their DZ.

139. At 0800 hrs 19 Sep, 7 K(CSB passed to
command of 4 Paraz Bde and their efforts to
assist in geining the high ground north of
ARNHEM have been related.

140, As we have seen, 2 S. Staffords were under
commend of 1 Para Bde and were attempting to
reach 2 Parz Bn at the bridge.

141, The dispositions of the remzinder of 1
Airlanding Bde early on 19 Sep were as follows:-

Bde HQ —~ BILODERBERG 63789.
1 Border - From BILDIREERG to HEVEADORP 6877

Glider Pilots— Area GRAFTCCIIBE 6878

11.D.S, - Hear cross roads 696784

142. 1 Border had a2 fairly quiet day until
1900 hrs, when all their coy localities were
atiacked. They repulsed all these attacks.

143, 7 XCS3B reverted to command 1 Air lLanding
Zde on recching 696791 about midnight.

144, Ue have shewm howr, by 24C0 hrs, remnants
of 1, 3, 11 Para Bns and 2 S. Siaffords were
orgenised into a ccmposite force about road
junciion 705774 and OCSTERBEEK church 696773,
The strenght of these remnants wmas as follows :-

1 Para Bn - 116
3 Para 3n - 40
11 Para 3n - 150
2 S.Staffords - 100
Glider Pilots - 20
7.0.0s, - 2
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20 Sep 44.

145. Ve have seen that at 0015 héurs,
the locations of 4 Para Bde uere as follows :-

Bde H.Q. and 156 Para Bn -~ 652793
10 Para Bn - 670799

146, At about 0600 hrs heavy shelling and
mortaring of the whole Div area started. At
the same time 4 Para Bde started their move -
eastwards, to enter the Div perimeter, along
the route Pt 23.2(5879) - track junction
677794 - BREETT LAAN - road junction 653785,
in the order of 156 Para Bn, Bde HQ and 10
Para Bn.

147. Althcugh 156 Para Ba came under fire
almost at once at 678795, they had by 0715 hrs
overcone this. Later they again met heavy
opposition. A right flanking movement by C
Coy «lmost reached the road junction at 679784
but was held up about 200 yds short of it.
However, by 10CO hrs the Bn had closed up and
was covering the road track junction at

682786, At this time the BEn strenght was about
90 all ranks,

14G. The enemy were now obviously in some
strength betucen 4 Para Bde and 1 Airlanding Bde.
10 Para Bn wrere therefore ordered to move round
the east of 156 Para Bn from track junction
682787 to road junction 637783. This advance
entailed clearing away opposition all the way
but, by about 1200 hrs, they reported to 4 Pare
Bde HQ that they had reached the VALKENEERG LAAIT
578 and were moving south.

145. ZEnemy fire had been growing in intensity
all the time, with attacks which irere pressed
home strongly and, by 1215 hrs, at least two
enemy tanlts had appeared on the scene.

150. 10 Para Bn were therefore ordered to
break through to the main Div position at all
costs and at 1310 hrs Lt. Col., Smythe and Major
Tarre, CO and 2 i/c of the Bn, uith about 60
all ranks, the total effcctive strength of their
Bn, arrived at Div H.Q. They were told to
reorgaenise and occupy position covering X roads
705783 from the east.

151. The remainder of 4 Para Bde continued <o
be subjected to de*mined attaclis by infantry
supported by tanks, which were only prevented
from getting right hcme by immediate counter
attacks and grenade throwing.

152. Casualties had been heavy, particulerly

in officers, and the enemy seemed determined tc
liquidate the position before darlk. The BEde
Commander therefore decided to try %o break

out and make a2 dash for the main Div position.
This tas successful and at 1850 hrs Brig., HACKETT
reported to Div EQ that 156 Para 3r, about 70

...../strong
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strong, were reorgenising about 689784; RBde
"HQ were concentrated about 691735. 4 Para
Sqn RE had also arrived in the same area about

50% strong.

153. 4 Para Bde's strength, and events of

20 Sep on the Eastern flank, yet to be described,
made it impossible for them to occupy the line
originally intended. Therefore, with 10 Parae

Bn already holding a position round cross roads
705783, 156 Para 3a were given a similar area
with its centre at €97787. This they occupied
at 1930 hrs.

154, The eastern front of the Div outside
ARMHEI! was very exposed feor the enemy was by this
time astride the reilwcy and road apprcaches
bei:r ~n ARTHE and OCSTERBEZEX and prevented all
efforts to supply or get physical touch wita 1
Parae Bde irn ARHm. There was little or nothing
at this stage t stop the enemy if he attacked
in the directicn of COST=ZRBIEK, from the east,
where Div HQ and Div troops v 2 situated.

Action of 1 155. In the remeinder of the Div area, 20

Air Landing Bde_ Sep, was chiefly remarkable as being the day

and LONSDALE when intense r-riaring and shelling really started,
force. ‘ followed by determined infantry aitacks supported

by tanks or SP guns. The results of these were
that, on the Eazstern perimeter, the line could
only be established from cross roads 702684 -
OCSTZEREEEX Station 703674 and even then the
force available wvas insufficient to prevent
infiltration. The !DS at cross roads 697784
vas in enemy hands,

156. The Light Regt were very actively engaged
2ll day support of 1 and 4 Parc Bies., The
speed and accuracy wita which support was given,
both now and later, prevented many incipient
enemy attacks frcm developing,

A 157. The supply érop took place about 1700 hrs.
Oppositiorn was a2gain intense, but the drop was
more successiul this time and units picked up
such containers and panniers as fell in their
vicinity. 20 Sep ended with a message from HQ
Airborne Corps saying that the NIJIECEN bridge
had been captured intact.

OPERATIONS FROM 0001 hrs 21 STP TO 20CO hrs 25 SE?,
21 Sen,

158. At 0900 hrs, the Div Ccmmander held a
conference 2% Div HQ #3 (“+id-" +~ r--aining
troops into two forces, That under Brigedier
HICKS being responsible for +he west side of
the perimeter and that under Brigedier HACKET
for the east side :-

Brigadier Hicks.
Recce Squ - 694785
7 ¥,0.8.3. - 694791
21 Indep Para
Coy - 690789

eeoeo/Glider
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Glider Pilots - 6577187

1 Para Sqn RE

4 Para Sqn RE ) About wocd 638785
9 Fd Coy BB )

1 Border ~ Between XOUDE HERHERG
, 6873 and HEEVEADORP

Br’ zadier Hackeit.

156 Para Bn - 697737
10 Para Bn ) - Cross rcads
Glider Pilots ) 696754

Slements of 1, 3 and 11 - Church 696773
Para Bns'(Lonsdale Force)

1 Light Regt R4 and
2 S. Staffords. - 694774
(Thamson Force)

159. Brigadier Hackett cstablished his H.Q.

at 696784. There was heavy mortaring and shelling
during the morning, particularly in Lensdale Force
area.

16C. 156 Parz Bn was attacked during the after-
noon as was 10 Para Bn, but both held firm and
repelled the attacks, Later a heavy attack,
supported by S.P.guns, developed ageinst 10
Para Bn., They were over run and most of their
houses were set on fire. There were now no
officers in 10 Para Bn and very few men. They
managed to ¢ome to the surface agein and re-
established themselves in some of their old
houses, where they were subjected to constant
attack for the next two days. During the day
30 Corps artillery geve valuable support, perti-
cularly in 10 Para Bn's area.

161. Turing this day Brig Hackett iras wounded
and handed over ccmmend to Lieut. Col. Ilurray,
Glider Pilot Regt.

162, 7 ¥X.0.S.B. were troubled by snipers who

had infiltrated during the previous night, and the
morning was spent in carrying out minor attacks
to clear them out. About 1620 hrs the eremy

put in a2 determined attack on 7 K.0.S.B. The Br
replied with a vigorous counter attack culmirating
in a bayonet charge, which completely cleared the
enemy from the area leaving large numbers cof his
dead on the field.

163. This In lost heavily in the actien. (4
Officers killed and 8 wounded). It was therefore
decided to side step and fill the gzp between
them and 21 Indep Para Coy. This move was carried
out without major incident. The Brn subseguently
moved to area £93788.

164. 1 Border were also heavily attacked during
the day, and again in $he evening, Cne coy were
driven frem their position about 635770 and, despite
gallant efforts to retake it, irere eventually forced

ooeesfback
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-back to the area 692774.

165. As has been related, the Div Commander
held an "C" group a2t 0800 hrs and reorganised
the available forces.

166. At 1000 hrs the heavy shelling and
moriaring set the Div ammunition dump on fire
axl, after strenuous efforts by Div EQ person-
nel, the fire was brought under control. ,

167. An air re-supply took place at about
midd:.,. The supply aircraft came in "escorted"
by M.E.109s and it was not successful. 4
further suprly drop in the afterncon was more
successiul.

168. There was very litile food throughcut

the Division and scarcely any water. Amouni- -
J eny

tion was also running very low.

169. During the afternoon advantage was

taken of the guns of 64 Medium Regiment, of

30 Corps, who carried out many shoots, breaking
up many attacks before they begen or could
become dangerous. Throughout this and succeed-
ing days the fire of this regiment was of the
greatest assistance.

170. The mein wireless net was still working,
except to Corps. The air support rear link
was knocked out by mortar fire, but had at no
time been in touch with its control. ZHvery
effort was made to contact Airtroops (Rear)

in U.K. and re-direct the supply dropping air-
craft.

171. We have seen that the Polish anti tank
battery landsd in gliders on the 18ih and {9th
Sep. They were a2llotted tasks within the Div
perimeter.

172. After two posiponements of 24 hours
each, the parachute element of the Polish
Indep Bde Gp took off from the U.K. on 21 Sep.
AT 1715 hrs they begen tp drop on the new DZ
south of the river. The weather was not good
and a number of aircraft returned to U.X.
without dropring their load.

173. 4% 2100 hrs Bds pairols ascertained that
the HEVEADCRP ferry 6376 had tesn sunk and
north bznk of the river ai that point was h
by the enemy.

174, At 2230 hrs the Bde L.0O. from Div =Q
arrived with instructiorns for the Bde tp cross
the river while the Div would endeavour o
atiack the northern end of thz ferry and serd
over boats and rafis.

h
1

+
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175. ‘dnen the leading elements of the 2de
reached the river it was found that neither
tcats nor rafis had arrived. The Ede Commander
therefore decided to move o DRizZL 8375 ard
establish defensive positicn there.
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22 Sep — 24 Sco.

176. Some re-adjustment was necessary before

first light on 22 Sep. The perimeter was

contracted on the northern face and the Recce

Sgn came under command Brigadier Backstt's

(now Lieut. Col.Murrey's) force and, together

with 21 Indep Para Coy and 4 Para Sgn R.E.

wers moved over to the castern flark. The

forzer occupied positions from cross rcads

606734 to 695780, and a detachment of Div

R.4.S.C. extended the line frcz 65780 to 695776.

£ Parz 3zn wiere held in 3de reserve near £

Para Bde E.Q. zbout 495784
u
n

i77. The ground included in the Div perimesler
was an cdd cembinziion of thickly wooded couniry
and ouilt up arcas. The west and centre were
well wooded, exd the north aad eastern flarks
restcd in the sireets and houses. The southern

flank was the R. LEX.

~ o

8. Durirg 22 Ser the G.S.0.1(Ops) and C.R.E.
ft to cross the river tc contact the Polish
g and 30 Corps. They recturned during the
night 23/24 Sep. The 3ritish G.S.0.1(L) frem
the Polich Bde also arrived at Div E.Q.

179. On the night of 22/23 Sep approx 50

men of 1 Polish Pa.ra Bde were ferried across
as reinforcements and on the next nigh= about
150. Thsse were placed under Brigadier Hicks.
That greater numbers were not got across was
dus largely to lack of facilities.

180. During the evening of 23 Sep a supply

drop tock place, tut oniy a very small quantiiy
could be picked up. This chiefly due o ‘'hre

wide dispersion and also owing to the activity

of enemy snipers. That collected &id, however,
slightly relieve the food T™ortage for the wounded.

181. On the night 44/ 25 Sep, £ Derset of 130
Bde (43 Div) atiempted 2 0551ng, but the land-
ings mede were very scaticred, a large proportion
veing in the area of the ¥EVEADORP ferry, which
was firmly in enemy hands. The Bn never concen-
tratied as a fighting unii after crossing.

182. The prisoners in the tennis ccurts

near Div H.Q. were oeg:nn*nr to feel the effects

-——

of short raticns and of their ovm shelling and
meriaring, and were begl:nln to guote Geneva

Comeniions

183, From 22 Sep until the morning of 25 Sep
it vwaz for those in the perimeter a gquestion of
withstanding coniinuous aiizcks, morsaring and
shelling, The ’orce was dwindling sieadily
in numters and strengih owing to casualties i

1

officers, mern and "e=nons, and wzs beccming
increasingly .hcrt of ammunition. Huch patching
oy small par-ies and frecuent minor re-adjusi-
aegnis of the ﬂerluete“ were necessary, but, except
for the deliberzte closing in cf the north fzce

of the perimeter, lizile cr no ground was losz

ceeesfard
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and the general lay-out remainad the same
-throughout the defence. ¥From this time
onverds rations and water were very short and
the evacuation and carc of the wounded was
alweys a worry, as most of the time the M.D.S.
wa.s in enemy hands. Movement became very
restricted, owing to infiltration of <neny
snipers and, latterly, M.¥.Gs. Blocking of
reads and tracks by fallen irees, branches and
by demaged vehicles made the use of the few
surviving jeeps almost impossible.

184. At about 0605 ;re on 25 Ser; the Div
Ccrmmender received 2 le from Commaxder,

43 Div, vhich eiplaine d tha SECOID Army's
intention was rnot now %o form a crlageheed
over the NEZDER RIJY near ARNEELL T also gave
the plan for the wiihdrawal of the Division
scuth of the river on whatever date should be
agreed. Thne- Div Commender therefore informed
43 Div by R/T that the withdrawal must tak
place on the night 25/26 Sep and this was shortly
after agrﬂcd It was to ve knowin as COperation
'3ERLIN

0

185. A4t 1030 nrs on 25 Sep, the Div Commander
gave out his orders. Crossing was to siart

at 2200 hrs, and urnits were to withdraw-~ on a
tined programme, by two routes. In general
those furthest from the river were to start
first. It was not expected that either of
these routes would be free from cnemy inter-
ference, otut they were the best possible; one
beimg «n the west and one on the east side of
the Div zrea. 1 iirlanding Bde and 4 Para
Bde were to post guides on tha west z2nd cast
routes rcspectively and Div R.E. were to mark
the way to the river from the toint where
tnese routes met the open ground north of the
river.

136. Uniis were to move to the river in
partics of fourteen, which number was approxi-
mately a hoatlicad. 3Boois were to be muffled

so ac 1o deaden the noisz and, if fired on,
varties werc to take cvasive action, and only
fight if compelled to, so as 0 avoid the dzrger
of indiscriminais firing,. On arrivzl at the
river, partiecs were to lie dowm under cover

of the tank and a2wzit their turn for a boat.

187. Tr- guard on the Div P.i. Ca—- (=
voluntears) was to remain in position t 0130
nours, 26 Sep, wnhen it was to J;thdraw as un-
cstentaticuzly as possible. Trnere were about
20C prisoners in the cage at this zize.

11
iil

163. HQ Diw R.A. arranged with C.C.R.A., 30

Corps, for 2 comprehensive ariillery progremae

<o cover the whoic withdrawei. Thc efficiency
hon 1

of %this when the withdrawal begen undoubtedly
coniributed very largely o thc success of the

opcratlon.

189. 25 Scp was gquicter 3kan the day vefore,
out By the end of the cday exemy infiliraiioan was
considerabiz. The cnocmy were firmly :stabiished

-l
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in wood 795777 and a shoot by 64 Medium
Regiment was carried out on this area which,
it should be noted, was in the centre of the
Div position. At many other placcs snipers
and some M.M.@s. were in position inside our
lincs, and most units were to some cxtent |
encircled and cut off from their neighbours.
Such was the position when the withdrawal
began.

190. Right from the time of larnding, the :
Dutch population proved themselves most help-
ful in providing information and guides, and
assisting with the wounded. This they continued
to do on all possitlie occasions throughout the
operation, tacugh during the close exncirclezent
of the Div perimeter from D + 3 till the evacua-
tion, assistance was inevitably liaited.

1-r-r-r

TJBGEN,

191. At 2145 hrs, 25 Sep the first units to
withdraw .crossed the starting line, which was
the road ovetireen road junction 792774 and CHURCH
796774. The bremy was mortating and shelling
very heavily at this time, which made things
dificult for the first units to move.

192. However, azbout 2200 hrs the eneny fire
slackened and, though there was & considerable
amount of spasmodic shelling, moriaring, MG
fire and sniping, it did not seriously interfars
with movement. The enemy made no move himself
t9 prevent the withdrawal, for which 30 Corgs
artillery concentrations were: no douht largely
responsible,

193. .The night was dark with an overcast sky,
heavy rain and 2 sirong wind; most suitabdle
conditions for the occasi:iz.

194. Ferrying across the river vegan at 2200
krs as planned, and continued throughout <he
night. The vehaviour of the troops durin

the withdrawal and the long waii tha% most of
them had ir the cold rain beside the river was
exzmplaryy; pariicularly for men who had been
fighting continuously for nine days, and for
scme who had nad praciiraily reither sleep nor
food and only very little water

195. 3By dawn cn 26 Sep, when crerations had

to cease, azprcx 17C0 2ll ranks of the Division

ard 420 Glider Pilots had been farried across.

nbout 300 mexn still remained, ali who could swim
havring already dore so,

195, After crossing, all ranks marched %~ a

R.V. south of DRIZL, where rum, tea, hot food

and a blarket were provided oy 42 Div,; an excellent
and rmuch apprsciated recepiion.

197. Too much przise cannot te given to the
excellence c¢f the arrangements mads by 43 Div for
<the crossing of the river arnd subsequent +ransaort
was provided from DRIZEL to NIJMEGEN where the

es1000./TEmRINS



Page 25

remzins of the Division were concentrated by
1200 hrs, 25 Sep.

THE RETURN FROM NIJMEGEN TO 4.K.

198. At 1430 hrs, 26 Sep, the G.0.C. held a
conference at NIJMEGZN, the chief points being
the collection and reorganisation of units,
clothing of perconnel and composition of
nominal rolls by units of all those present.
rcccmmodation was allotted on the basis of

one building for toih Para Bdes, orne for 1
Airlarding Bde znd 2 third for Div Troops and
Glider Piloss.

19¢. The 'Seaborne %ail! of the Division red
already arrived in NIJMEGEN, and had been able
tr prepare thiz accommodation. This also

meant that the great majority of the survivor
received their large packs containing a comp;ete
change of clothing.

200. Advance pariies were orderad to move

early cn 27 Sep to GRAVE airfield in order to
fly to U.X., prior o the reiurn of the Division
by air to its norma2l locations. On 27 Sep,
howvever, it was found that GRAVE airfield couid
not te used and so a smell advance party undecr
the A.4i. & Q.11.G. went by road to ERUSSILS and
thence to U.X. by air.

201. The morning of 27 Sep was spent in reorg-
anisation and clearing up prior to the Division
teing paraded for 2 visit by Lt.Cen. F.A.M.
Browming, Commander Ai:%crre Corps, at 1700 hrs.
He visited 21llthrcee buildings, ap each explained
the big picture of Cperaiior 'MARKET', and ccmpli-
mented the Divicion on its achlevczunta,

202. On 25 2nd 27 Scp the G.0.C. visited 30 Corgps,
42 Div and 64 Med Regt, R.A. and tlhanked theam for

N their ossistaonce to the Divisioi: boih curing the
baitle and the withdrawal. On 23 Scp G.0.C.
visited H.Q. SECOND Army ané hed lunch with the
Arony Commander. He then went to Tac H.Q., 21
Arny Group where he spent the night as the guest
of Field liorshal lMontgomery.

203, On the 2vening of 27 Sep, instructions
wore issued for the move of the whole Division,
including Glider Pilots; by road to DIEST zhe
next day, oprior to rctur"*rg o U.K. by air from
BRUSSZLS. This move was comp;cgcd withoul
incident by approx 20CO hrs, 23 Scp, dut

<o LOUVAIE
instcad of DIZST., The former was much nearer
Stk

P-" [0

Tka Division spent 2 mos<: comfortabl night i

LCUVAIY, as a result of the excellent arrangements
mede by Rear H.Q., SECCY¥D Army. The route iaken

from from NI J‘I: ZM to LCUVAIN was via BIXDHOEN

zrd DI=ST.

204, On 29 S2p, although the wcather was unpromising,
420 Glider Pilots were cvacuzted %o the U.X. During
the morning, Major Generzl ¥Williams, Commanding
General, 9= Trocp Carriesr Command, flew over in &is

ceves/fowm
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own aircraft to pick up the G.0.C. The latter
mas met at CRAMJELL by Lieut. General Brereton,
Commanding General, First Allicd Airborne Army,
and by Major General Crawford, Director of Air.
The weather was not very good until about 1400
hrs, when it clecared sufficiently, a2nd beiwecn
then and 1630 hrs the whoic of the survivors of
the Div, lcss 1 and 4 Para Bdes and R.A.S.C.
rod taken off, 1 Air landing Bée went to
WCODEALL SP4, within welking distance of their
billcts and the remainder landed ot BARKSTON
EEATH and SALTBY.

205. On 3C Sep the remeirning survivors were

ls}
cleared during the morning and were 2ll back
in their normel locations by about 1400 hrs.

206, Thus cnded operzition MARKET, the sixieenth
operation planncd by the division since 6 Jun dé.
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PART II,

ADHMINISTRATIVE ASPFECT OF THE OPERATIOH.

GENERAL.

207. As the role allotted to the Division after 6 Jun 44 was in
effect that of standing by to carry cut at short notice, with or
without assistance of U.S. Airvorne Divs, operations of widely
varying natures anywhere in FRANCE cr, later, in the LOW COUNTRIZS,
any administrative plan had to be:- '

(a) Flexible - 1o cope with the varying types of opera-
tions, varying Orders of Battle and the varisd numbers
of aircraft allotted to .ae aédministrative echelon.

(b) Simple — S0 as to be easily assimilated by units in
the short time available for briefing.

208, The continual planning and subsequeni cancellation of operations
enabled the administrative drill to be worked out and the administrative
plan to be thoroughly understood by all. All Administrative Orders
were based on two comprehensive Administrative Instructions issued
prior to 6 Jun and, for operations planned subsequently, the only
details to be sent out were :-

(a) Allotment to Transit Camps.
(v) Allotment of troop carrying transport to airfields.
(¢) Allotment of aircraft to administrative echelon.
(d) Details of re-supply.
(e) Locations of Div FiC and PY Cage.
(£) lloney exchange arrangements.

LAUNC?ING OF OPZRATION.

209, Transit Camps occupied varied according to the a2llotment of
units to airfields, which was necessarily different for each operation.
For operation HATET both Parachute Bdes, who were taking off from
airfields in the GRANTHAM area, utilised their owm billets, whilst

the remainder cf the Division occupied camps on airfields in the South,
extending from HARGATE to TARRANT RUSHTON, in Dorset. Allocation of
troops tp camps is shewm at Appendix 'AY,

210, The movement of troops to transit camps and thereafier to
airfields required more transport than could be provided from Divisional
resources. Three extra War Office controlled RASC Coys were, there-
fore, attached to the Div during the preparatory period but, working

an an allotment of one vehicle per stick of parachutists, even these
might not have been sufficient nad the whole Division had to take cff
in one 1lif+.

HATINTENANCE FLAN

211, Based on the assurance that the Div was to be linked up with
ground forces after four days, the mairtenance plan was follcows:-
(2) Supolies. All troops to land with two 24-hr rations per

man, one emergency ration per man. All gliders
to carry one vox of Ccmpo.

cesss/(0).
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(b). Petrol, 350 miles per vehicle.

(¢). Ammnition. 1st Line Scales plus a considerable amount
of certain extra ammunition carried in:-

(1) Spare containers by Units.
(i1) . Airborne vehicles of RASC.

(1ii)  Bulk loaded Hemilcars (see para
216 below). .

It was appreciated that the following types of ammunition
would be particularly required and these typss formed the bulk of
the. load of the RASC vehicles and Bamilcars:-

75 mm. 6-pr. 3" ller EE, PIAT

(&) Ordnance. It was not considered that a lerge Ordnance
detachment itas necessary out only sufficient
personnel to receive, list and issue stores

" received by air. A certain amcunt of space
was, however, allotted to ordnance stores in
the bulk loaded Eamilcars. See Appendix 'B'.

(e). REME. It was thought that the mair task of REME
. would probably be the mainte:rance of wireless
sets and weapons and that there would be no
time or opportunity during the operation for
major repairs to vehicles. All jeeps were,
however, supplied with spares in order that
repairs could be carried out by their drivers.

(f£). RASC. One Para platoon dropped or landed with each
Bde. Five gliders were allotted to each Para
platoon for the carriage of their jeeps and
trailers which would be used to carry spare
amrmunition for the Bdes in the initial stages,
tut would later revert to control of the CRASC
for the use in clearing Div supply drops.

The balance of 18 Horsa Gliders were used to
transport half one light transport platoon,
RASC, who were to carry Div spare ammunition

N and to carzy % .. - T .RASC duties within

the Div.

(g). Provost. One Sec of Provoct dropped or landed with
S each Ble and two Secs with Div HQ. Their
duties were normal.

ORDER OF BATTLE.

212. For detailed Order of Battle of A/Q_Staff and Services see
Appendix 'C’'.

SUPPLY BY AIR,

213. Before departure, lists of ammnition and stores required for
supply by air, based on the figures of aircraft available, had been
given to HQ Airborne Troops. Certain SDPs had been pre-selected.

Marking of SDPs was to be carried out by 21 Indep Para Coy
using Burekas on predetermined frequencies. After drop all stores

'Ooloo'/"fere
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were to be cleared to Div Maint Area by RASC and issued to units on
demand. Any surpluses built up were to be handed over to HQ Airborne
Corps on its arrivel.

214. That the re-supply of the Div was unsuccessful can be attri-
buted to various factors, the main of which were:-

(a) In the early stages lack of communications prevented
changes in SDPs being notified to Base.

(v) The strength of the enemy Flak defences caused 6onsiderab1e
loss to aircraft, forced them to take evasive action and
prevented accurate dropping.

(¢) e comparatively small size of the Div perimeter, combined
with (b) above, meant that the major portion of the re-
supply fell into enemy hands.

(d) Lack of communications between ground and air prevented
the exact location of SDPs being notified to the aircraft
when overhead. Some form of VCP in future is essential.

(e) The constant shelling and mortaring and consequent loss
of vehicles made collection and distribution on a Div and
even Bde level in the later stages impossible. Units
merely recovered what they could from containers dropping
in their ovm area.

215. Details of stores dropped, aircraft losses and approximate
figures of the re-supply actually recovered are shown in Appendices
IDi, |E| a_nd 'Fl.

BULK LOADED HAMILCARS.

2i6. A jeep and trailer carried in a Horsa Glider can never really
carry econcmical loads of ammunition and supplies and it had always
been appreciated that a supply drop vras at best a somewhat changr
business, It wes, therefore, decided to experiment in loading three
Hamilcars completely with stores and using RASC transport to clear
them to the Div ilaintenance Area on arrival, Tor loads carried see
Appendix’ 'B',

217. All these Hamilcars landed safely and two were completely
unloaded, the third falling into enemy hands. The loads of these
two Hamilcars proved invaluable and formed the ‘basis of the Div FHCs
which were set up early in the operation. With re-supply being the
somewhat doubtful factor that it is, the bulk loaded Hamilcars or
Borsas would appcar to be the solution to the maintenance of Airborne
Divisions provided that distances are not too great to prevent stores
being ferried from the L2 to the troops.

SEABORNE TATL,

218. The Divisional Seaborne Tail of 1C00 vehicles had beer despatched
to FRANCE some six weeks previously. It was loaded with 2nd line ammu-
nition, explosives, 2 days Compo rations for the whole Div, 50 miles of
petrol for every vehirle, men's packs, codking equipment and office
equipment. In 2ddition as it was appreciated that supplies of 75 mm
Hovr might be difficult to obtain overseas each vehicle carried 12 rounds
of 15 mm How giving a total of 4,500 rounds over and above 2 nd line
allotment. Numbers of vehicles and de*2ils of loads carried by RASC
vehicles are showm at Appendix 'G'., The Officer i/ ¢ Seaborne transport
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was instructed to pr‘oceed as close after the leading ground
forces as possible and an order of priority for the move for
the Seaborne vehicles was laid dovm.

219. The Seaborne Tail arrived with the ‘farward troops of.the
Guards Armoured Div early. in the Operation, and had they made
contact would have been invaluable in replenishing the Div. As
it was, they proved extremely useful to HQ Airborne Corps who
handed the 75 mm ammunition over to the American Divs and used-:
the medical stores, rum, rations etc., for Units of the Airborne
Corps and for maintaining the Div after its withdrawal across
the R. LEK.

DIARY OF EVENTS, :

220. Day to day account of events as they affected the admini-
strative side is given at Appendix 'H'.




