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PA RT I. SECRET . 

GENERAL CXJTLINE OF OPERATIONS. 

Reference attached G.S.G.S. r,fan of AR:.'iEE?,f area. 

SITUATION PRIOR TO THE OPERATIOlr. 

1. By mid-September, 1944 7 SECOND BRITISH Anny had 
reorganised after their rapid advance to the BELGI.�N 
frontier and were ready for further advances. 

The intentio::1 of SECOND Army was to advance north 
across the M.�.AS WAAL and NEDER RIJN, foI'I:l a strong bridge­
head north of AIDiliE:M and co:itinue operations north into 
HOLL-tN!l anc. east against the REICH. The ma.in -a.s:is of the 
ad�nce •.-:as to be EINDHOVEH - GRAVE- NIJNEGE}J- .Affifr,::EI1l. 
This axis ;;as allotted to 30 Corps, 

2. It was thought that the enemy must still be dis-
organised after his long and hasty retreat from south of 
the R.SEINE and tbat, though there might be nUI:lerou.s 
small bodies of enemy in the area, he would not be capable 
of organised_ -osi:::tancc to any g:..1ea:t extent. 

3. · It was known that, al though the airfield at DEELE1l 
7285 was not in use, there was a very heavy concentration 
of flak in its vicinity and in A:tllED1 itself. 

O:BJECT OF T.HE OPERATimr. 

4. The airborne force available consisted of:-

HQ British Airborne Corps 
1 British Airborne Division 
82 US Airborne Division 
101 US Airborne Division 
1 Polish Para Bde Group. 

5. The task of the force was to capture ar.d hold the 
crossir.gs over the car..als and rivers, which lay on 30 
Corps'a.xis of aivance from inclusive EINDHOVEN to 
inclusive ARNHEM. 

6. The task of 1 Airborne Division (with 1 Polish 
Para Ede Gp under coll!llland) was to capture the bridges 
at AR!."'IBE!� and to establish a bridgehead round them, so 
that formations of 30 Corps and SECOND Army could pass 
throug.li without delay on their advance northwards. 

7. 82 ·(US) Airborne Division was to capture the 
crossir.gs at NIJMEGEN and GRAVE ar..d to hold the high 
ground bet".·rnen IITJNEGEN and GRCES:BEEK. HQ British 
Airborne Corps was to la:r.d with 82 (us) Airborne Division. 

8. 101 (us) Airborne Division i·rere alloted the task 
of seizing the bridges and defiles between EDIDHOVEN and 
GR.\\'E. 

PL�--r-mnm A!ID PREP!1.R� Tim;. 

9. The first notification of the operation was 
received on iO Sep 44, when a previous operation envisa­
ging the capture of the bridges at AR1IBEM, NIJMEGE7:I and 
GRAilE by 1 Airborne Division ;,i.th 1 Polish Para Bde Gp 
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u.�der comtlalld was cancelled.· The information obtained 
for the cancelled operation was of considerable value 
when planning Operation MARKET. 

10. At that time units of 1 Airland.ing Bde and Divi­
sio:ca.l Troops i·rere in transit camps beside the airfields 
of 38 and 46 Groups R,A.F. 1 and 4 Para. Bdes, with 
parachute elements of Divisional Troopi:;, �-,ere in normal 
locations in tho GRAI-lTH.'11-! area, whence they could move 
direct to the northern group of.airfields being used b7 
the US 9th Tronp Carrier Command. 21 Independent Fara 
Coy were at the 38 Group R.A.F. Station at FAIRFORD, 
which ,·ial:l providing the pathfinder ai..!'craft. 

1 1 .  A tac Div HQ was established with HQ Airborne 
Corps at HOOR PAR."tC. 

12. The Divisio:r.al Commander issued his verba;l. orders 
to the Div 1 0 1 Group at MOOR PARK at 1700 hours on 12 
Sep 44. The name evening i:r.fori...a.tion ;;as received that 
D Day would be 17 Sep 44. 

13. Certain readjustments in transit camps, consequent 
on a fresh allotment of gliders and troops to airfields, 
were carried out on 12 Sep. Gliders ,·;ere loaded, and 
briefing of troops· began on 15 Sep. 

14. On 14 Sep the Divisio:r.al Commander, accompanied 
by the CRA, visited the three Brigade Comri..anders and 
Commander 1 s.t Polish Para :Ede Gp and co-ordinated ar.:y 
outstanding points in the plan. 

. OUTLINE PLirn. 

15. Although the plan is given in detail in the 
annexurcs in Part IV, it is appropriate to outline it here. 
The operation was to be carried out in three lifts on 
three consecutive days 1 ;-reather permitting. 

16. The availability of aircraft and gliders by lifts, 
a:r.d the troops to be carried in each lift, were as 
folloi-:s :-

(a) First Lift. 

12 Pathfinder aircraft of 38  Groun 
R.A.F. (Stirling:3). 

143 C,47 Parachute aircraft of L'TS 9th 
Troop Carrier Ccmr:iand. 

358 111g aircraft of 38 and 46 Groups R.A,F. 
(Stirlings 1 1lbemarles, P.a.lifax:es and 
C,47s). 

34-5 Horsa gl id.ers, 
1 3  Hamilcar gliders, 

These carried:-

Tac Div HQ. 
1 Airlanding Reece Sqr.. 
1 Air landing Light Regt, RA. 
1 A tk :Bty 1 RA, 
1 Fara Sqn RE. 
9 Fd Coy RE. 
1 Para Bde. 

••••••• /1 Airlandir.g 
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1·Airlanding Bde (less certain sub-units). 
16 Para Fd Ambulance. 
181 Airlanding Fd. Ambulance. 

(b) Second Lift. 

126 c.47 Para.chute aircraft of US 
9th Troou Carrier Cc!llllla.nd. 

301 Tug ai;craft of 38 and 46 Groups 
R.A.F • 

284 Horsa gliders. 
17 Hawilcar gliders. 

These carri-zd. : -

4 Fara 3de. 
2· A tk Bt:,- 1 HA. 
One Ety 1 Airlandir.g Light Regt, R�. 
4 Po!.ra Sqn Ira. 
133 Para Fd Ambul 3.nce. 
Bal�nce of Divisional Troops and 1 

Air landing Bd.e. 
Re-supply (35 aircraft). 

( c) Third Lif.t. 

114 c.47 Parachute aircraft of US 
9th Troop Carrier Command. 

35 'fug aircraft of 38 Group R •. A.F. 
35 Horsa gliders. 

These carried:-

1 Polish Paro Bde Gp (less its 
Light Bty). 

17. In the first lift 1 Para Bde h.a.d. as their first 
responsibility the capture of the mai� road bridge in 
AfilIBE!,!1 second priority the capture of the pontoon 
bridge at 7387i4. 1 Airlanding Bde were to protect 
th� Il'Z and LZ areas until the arrival of the second 
lift on D + 1, then to concentrate and form a perimeter 
defence line on the ,·:astern outskirt;; of APJIHEM. 

1'8. 4 Para :Bde, in the second lift, were to move 
eastwards e.nd continue the perimeter line along the 
high ground just north of l.RNHEU, linking up with 1 
Para Bde on the main road P.filIBE:M - APELDOOR.1-i. 

19. 1 Polish Pare Bde Gp, in the third lift, were to 
land sou-th of the river irm:nedie:tely opposite .UL�, 
cross the river by tr.a main bridge and occupy a position 
on the easter:i outskir.;;s of Afill}::Ei,1. 

20. It was thus intended to for::i a firm bridgehead 
round .Afill"},:EJ.r witr. a false front position ar.d standing 
patrols pushad well out in front of the ma.in position. 
The original plan is sho�-n graphically in the trace at­
tached to Ar.nexure 'li' 1 pa::-t IV. 

21 • All landings wc::-e to take place in daylight. 

rnITIAL FLIGh"T ,UID LA�IDTiiG. 

22. The wea-ther on Su:-.day morning, 17 Sep 1 was suitable 
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EnglislJ. coast. and thereafter it was fine except for slight 
ha.ze. 

23. The route taken by 38 Group and 46 Group aircraft 
from their airfields in Oicfordshire and Gloucestershire, 
wa3 first .-,est�·ra.rds over th"' Bristol Char.nel then, after 
a 180° turn back ever the airfield area, to HA'I'FIELD.; 
thence north cast to about ORFORD ?lESS, where the colurm 
crossed the coast. 

24. Parachute aircraft from the 9th Troo.p Carrier 
Comm-::.nd airfields in the GRA:i:1THA1-r area flew south east 1 
and passed over the coast at the same place behind the 
glider force. 

25. Tho air col'.E!!l crossed the Dutch Coast at a point 
on the island of OVER FLAKEE, then fle1, east;;ard, south 
of the river �!.A.AS, to a point south of HERTCX}ElIBCSCH, 
where the colUr!l?l for AIDJE:fil,i turned north east and crossed 
the rivers MAAS and :NEDRR RLrn. Very little flak was 
encountered, though rising columns of smoke in one or 
two places gave evidence of effective action by the 
escorting bombers and fighters. 

26 •. Both gliders and para.chute landings were accomplished 
practically without' opposition, and a·lmost 10()5'; on the 
correct LZ and DZ comn:cncing at 1300 hrs. Glider landings 
took place before the parachutists dropped. Casualties 
on the LZ and re were slight, concentration in rendezvous 
i-ras quick and u.>1iis moved off from 80% to 100% strong. 
The time taken to concentrate was below, and the high 
percent�ge arriving at rendezvous far greater tr..e..n, ar.y­
thing, so far achieved on any e:x:erc_ise or operation. 

OPERATI01JS OF THE FIRST LIFI' UP TO 1500 hrs l ! 8 sq. 

27. The divisionc.l oper�tions up to 1500 hrs D + 1 
were split into two separate pc-.rts :-

(a) Tho capture and hol,J:ing of the north end 
of the main APJTIEM ro�d bridge by elements 
of 1 ?are Bde. 

(b) The operations of that part of the Division, 
less 1 Par:a Bde, which landed in the first 
lift. 

28. This split was inevitable 01·:ing to the n.,cess i ty 
of dispersing the airla.nding bns to g�ard the LZ and 
DZ for the secor.d lift on D + 1. 

29. The plan of Commander, 1 Pare Bde was for 2 Para 
En to capture the bridge, moving via HE:ELSTJ1,! alor.g the 
road ru!'.ning close to the north bar.k of the R. RHDiE. 
This Bn to hold the south end of the bridge ar.d the north 
er.d., facing west and nor-th west. 3 Pa.r;:i. Bn �.-as to mo·.;e 
via the road HEELStTI,1 - .\PJ:iHEM to .;1.ssist 2 Para Bn by 
approaching the bridge from the north, then to assist in 
holding the north end of the bridge bj· facing north ea�t 
and east. 1 Para Bn to move on orders of �de HQ, 
when it war; clear that 2 and 3 Pa.re B!'.S '.·rere satisfac­
torily launched and Nas to occupy the high ground. just 
north of AR;."*::EM. 

• ••••• / The 
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The capture and holding of the n orth end of the 
AIDJHEM brid,ge b�t elements of 1 Paro Bde. 

30. By 1 530 hours 1 7  Sep, 2 Para Bn had moved 
off from their rendezvous at HEELSUM 6477,. with 
c. Coy leading 1 along the road HEELSUM - OOSTERBEE'.LC 
7078 - ARlf"rlI:Th!. · They adi,-a.nced about t�·ro miles 
b,:,foro meeting opposition in the form of MG and 
r,lortar fire. This was circumvented by a move , 
tc the south and A Coy reached the railway about 
712774 ;-;ithout f'u.rther troubl<). Hore an aI'I!lourcd 
car and �r.ipe=z caused Sc8c delay and casualties, 
but tlie di::-ccting of :B Ccy on to DER BRHiK 7277 
and its c�pture overcame these, and by 2030 hrs 
A Coy ;,;ere occupying buildings close to the north 
end of th-� main bridge at 74-77. 

3 1 .  Shortly c.ftert.rards Lt. Col. J.D. FROST, 
OC 2 Para Bn, arrival with Bn HQ and HQ Coy and 1 
later the s2.me night, 1 Pare Bdc HQ also arrived, 
less however Brigadier G. W. La th bury, the Brigade 
Ccm=iandcr, who had. remained with 3 Para Bn. 

32. C Coy, 2 Para Bn, had been detached to 
capture the railway bridge at 7076, but this was 
bl.own in their faces. They then tried to follow 
the rest cf their battalien, but were surrounded in 
an hotel which the enemy bl2..sted with tar.ks and 
SP guru;, They were forced to break out and nevGr 
re-formed. 

3 3. "Me,:.nwhil e , 3 Para 3n and 1 Para Bn had 
moved off from their rendezvous by the following 
rout0s :-

(a) 3 Paro Bn - ]1fu..in rd U'I'RECh""T - AfilTIEr:I 
(urP.ECRTS.CHE W"EG) 

(b) 1 Para. Bn - !,fuin rd A:ivlSTERDAM - AP.NBEM: 
(A1,iSTERl1tMSCHE WEG). 

34. 3 Para B?;' G t'"°.sk was to assist 2 Para 3n 
in the capture of the main bridge and then establish 
a defensive position facing north cast and east of 
!i.F.llliE:M:. 1 Para Bn �:ere to occupy the r.ig."li. ground 
in squp.rcs 7580 and 7279 so as to deny the enemy 
dir8ct observation on to ARNHEN. 

:,), Both bns however, ,,ere hr.ld up by enemy 
opposition and by dark had not got beyond 2.bout 
x ro�ds 690784 and Pt 23.2 (6879) respectively, 

36. :Both the Comr:!ar..d.cr 1 Para 3dG and. :ii--risioml 
Cc;:Jiru;.nder �-;ere ,·rith 3 Para En at this time as 
enemy 2.ction prcvented their return to their c�m 
-;.-� ·-"!JS. 

37. Two attempts Nero made during the night 
-t-7 /18 Sep to ce,pture the south end of the bridge, 
the first by a p:�tocn of A Coy, 2 Para Bn, 
attacking �cross the bridge, and the second by 
tcying to send 1 ?o.ra Ede EQ Defence Platoon 
acres:. the river by boe.t to attack the bridge 
from the south. :Both, ho�.:ev0r, fo.ilGd. 

38. � uring the :::2ight 1 7  / 1 8  Sep about 1:} 

o••:t••/platoons 
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pla.:t oons of C Coy of 3 Pare. Bn r:ia.?1.agcd t o  reach 
tha bridge . At about 9500 hours on 1 8  Sep 13 
Coy ,  2 Pare Bn, less one plat o on and s ome casual- J 

tie� , als o  arrived at the bridge . Later in the 
morning a party of about 25 Sappers under Captain 
0 1 Callaghan also arrived.  Tr.cse �;ere. the last 
of 1 P�rc. Bde tq recch the area of the bridge. 
Lt . C ol . J .  D. FR CST he.d by noT.-T 2.ssumed com.-nand of 
the ,·,hole force (comprising 2 Pera Bn less C Coy 
uith Bdc HQ, so,;ie So.ppcrs 2.nd el em.:nts cf the Div 
Art ill e r:,- assc::blod ;;,.t the bridge ) . 

39 . ::::r.iring the oorning cnc::iy amour�d vehicles 
t ri8d t ·  crcz� tt� brid� fron s outh tc  north , a 
t ot2.l of 2.bout 1 0  ar::iourcd cars and h2.lf trocks 
b eing c1ccountcd :.�or - six b�0 €-pr 2.nt i tc:.nk gc:..'ls 
and fo;...r by Ps . I . A.T . fa the ldc 2.ft ernoon a 
strong attack devel oped al ong the river bar-� fro� 
the eaBt , s,::pportcd by he2;,ry mortar fire and two 
ta.."lks . The att2.ck was heli after scme house: t o  
house fighting and at tho expense o f  s ome casualties. 
Both tanks were knocked out , one by 6-pr and one 
by P . I . A , T .  

40 . Just before dark several o f  the houses 
occupied by 1 Para Bde ·,113re "urnt down ,  Aft er 
dark an attack from th� s outh cr.d of the bridge was 
repul sed. 

l1. During 18 Sep and thcreefte r  the area 
occ".lpicd by 1 fure Bde �ras U.."ldcr cont inuous heavy 
mortar and art illery fire , in addit i on to  special 
close range a ttaoks by ta.r.l<:s and SP guns with a. 
vie:;, to setting on fire and destroying the houses 
held by the forcQ . 

42 .  l\Icanwhile , di.lring the night 17/18 Sep , both 
3 �nd 1 Para Bnz had dieeng:,.gcd from the ene�y 
;rho had ho ld thee en their original routes . 
3 P�ra 3n �cvcd on t o  2 Paro Bn route ar..d 1 Para 
Bn apprcxi!:.atoly en to 3 Paro. Bn rout e .  

43 . At 0100 hrs 1 18 Sep , 1 PE.re Bn ( l ees R Coy, 
.-.t.ich had. suffered 50;·:, cas'..21 t ics and whose 
:-,hereabout�; ;.,as net kr..c·,-m) moved south with the 
ob ject of lin.1<ing up ,·,ith 2 Para Bn via .4.:.-CUiHfil-I 
t own. Tr..cy hz.e. no ccmmunica t ion with 1 Par::::. Bde 
HQ.  

44 .  The Basta.l ion was held up in area read 
junction 709783 . :·rherc effort s were �o.de t o  dis­
l odge the oppos it ion. 

45 . At 05.30 hrs a me ss2.ge from 2 Parco. :Sn :-::,,s 
received via the F. O. O. c' .. sking urgcn-tl3r foz­
reinfcrc,;;mcnt i:.: .  c . o. ·  1 Para :an dec ided to 
by-pass the opposition to the s outr.. and move on 
·� o  the bridg� . 

4G . �l t 0700 hrs , en :'C".J.te t o  the bridge , tho 
Battal ion pickoi up HQ Coy c f  3 fura :Bn, which 
had beci;·.�.: separ-t0d. from it;,; Be.ttalion during a 
night n::.rch . Soor. aft or\-.T.rds 1 fure En encountered. 
the enemy in strength �-l ong the raih1ay . It 
appeared "tho,t ";h'3 enemy hc>.c. no,,r bl ocked entrJ tc 

1,-,--,..,y • • • • • •  .:!..t'C.liz:.:4� .. 



r 

Act ion of  3 P2.r?.. 
Bn on D + 1 .  

Page 7 

AillffiEM from the west . 

Li-7 . At 0900 hours a determined attack was put 
in t o  cle:>..r the opposit ion on DEIT BRThlC. It 
�ias supported by l ight art illery and the mortars 
tuld ·medium machine guns of HQ. Coy, 3 Pera Bn. 
This was part fally succesful . 

48 . r.!e:m,·,hile , A Coy of 3 Para Bn (al s o  parted 
from its 132..ttal ion during t he night ) joined 1 
Para Bn. A Further att2.ck i·,as put in with A ' 
Co;;· ;  3 P::.rc. Bn, c.ssisting. This attack ,·,--as 
succG[' i\· " · and the b2:tt.::.l ion reached just ,.,:ost of 
ELIZ�'.BETE Hos pi ta.l 729779 where it wns held up . 

49 . 3 P2.r:: En on tr.c nigh-:; of 1 7  Sep · -:as hGld 
-u.p in arce. of cross ro2.ds 690734 1 in an all ' round. 
dcfcns iva posit ion .  

50 . During th8 night there had been n o  -...1irol ess 
COI:ll!lu."1.ic.:i.t ior.. It �-ras decided by the Brigade 
Cornma.nd0r ( who , with the G .  0. C .  , ·was st ill ,·,i th 
3 Fara Bn) and t�> C . O. , to diser..gage the Battal ion 
before first lig.rit and move s outh through OCSTERBEEK 
7077 t o  the bridge . 

51 . By 0430 ho�rs 1 8  Sep , the Bn had success­
f-:.illy disengaged. and coved t o,-;ards the bridge . 
No resistance ;-:as encounte red U!:t il aft e r  crossing 
the rail:-n�.y whe::-e there :-;e..s scne sniping fro:1 the 
south.  Fim:.lly the leading Ccmpcr.y reached a 
point 300 �,a,rds west cf ELIZ1-IBETH Hospital at 
0630 hours. Herc they come under heavy fire. 
It '.·:as then discovered th�:t !. Coy 7 HQ Coy ar.d till 
the transport ( including three out of four ant i 
ta11.1< gu.n:; e.nd. the G . C .C  1 s c:.nd Brigad.e Colllrr'.ar.der ' s  
·,:ircless Jeeps ) had bocc:ne :parted. They lat e r  
j oined. 1 Para Bn, 3. S  has al ready bean rels:.ted. 

52.  Thero was r-o t ouch ,·ri th the miss ing companie s  
a nd  it ,:.::.s decided t o  pu.sh on. A further 100 y:!.rdS 
was made ag2.inst opposit ion. 

53 . At 0900 hours a Ger::nar. cou.>1te r  attack devel oped 
from ARNHEM ar.d :  from th,m U...'1t il 1 600 hrs , 3 Pa.re. 
Bn was 2. ttacked r. t frequent intcrvc.l s .  

54 . Lt 1 230 hrs wireless t ouch was re-gained 
with the missing I A I Coy' �,.r:h.o wr-re then a.bout to 
jci:'l in 1 Para Bn ' s n.ttack i::1 the c.rea DEN BRINK. 
Tr.cy :-:ere urged to get thr01 ... gh together with the 
reserve c11!1I!luniticn, badly required at the bridge . 

55 .  At i 430 hrs the rc::ir..2.nts of 'A I C oy and. 
the En Defence Pl�tocn ( 30 - 40 �en ) , U.'"l.der the 
sol e  su..-viving officer,  arrived having suffered 
severe casualties  in breaking through. No 
cohere::::t ir.fon:Jc:.t icn could. be ocrtained as to  wi::.:.t 
had �ppened t� 1 ?ara Bn. 

5fi . It •,:as decided to movo ·.fhn.t existed of 3 
P�.ra 3n through the �rde:ns D.nd. ho1.1ses in the 
t c�;r. in th� direction cf t�e bridgo . �t 1 400 hrs 
the at7�nco be§fln. The strcng �h then w�s about 
i 30 - ; 4C c. ll !'8-?'.kS , 

. . . . . . /57 . 
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57 . The G .O. C . ,  Brigade Commander and Brigade 
I. O. , t'lho had moved into the town with this bn, 
as they ;·?ere still unablo to reach their H. Qs . ,  
went by the road leading to the ELIZliBETH Hospital. 
On the way the Brigadier was wounded and had to 
be left in a ccll�r. The G.o .c .  and I. 6. 1 had 
to remain hidden in a house until 0700 hrs the 
next morning, when they managed to get beck to 
Div H. Q. in a jeep. 

58. Moanvrhilc, 3 P2.r2.. Bn were um.blc to I112.kc 
any progress and before dnrk they took up other 
positions in the hcuses 1 littlo �ore th?.n 300 
y.;.rd.3 north of where the fighting h2.d t2.ken pkce 
all d2.y , 

T'h ,.._ . . "' ... h ... ... t' th n . .  . . I ""h .... c vwera..�1on OJ. "' !.C.. v nar 1.1 o_ ... c .!.Jl.V:i.s 1.on \ 01., J.cr 
than 1 P2.ra :Bde ) :·rhich landed in the First Lift . 

59 . .:':.s with 1 Pc.m Bd.c, so the remainder of 
the first lift was quickly concentrated after 
landing and moved almost without opposition to 
occupy its pre-arranged positions . 

60 . By 1 430 hrs,  1 7  Sep , Div H. Q. bad opened 
at 657799 . The G . S . 0. 2 (Int ) , B.M. , R.A. , and 
the Chief Clerk had force landed in the U.K. and 
came in a later lift. Shortly e.fterwards the 
tuo report centres ,  who had parochuted after the 
glider landings, joined up . CommunicD.tion was 
established between the Ccmr.iander 's rover set and 
1 Para Bde and 21 Indep Pen:'. Coy, but �es shortly 
l ost with 1 Para Ed� . 
61 • There ,·:as inteI'!!li ttimt firing in the woods 
arou.r.d. Div H.Q. 1 and occ�sional calvocs of rocket­
projected mortars, which h..:,i the effect of speeding 
up the digging of s lit trenches .  

62.  Tho G. O.C. visited H.Q. 1 Airlanding Ede 
du±ing the afternoon and ; later, H. Q. 1 Par!'. Bde 
and 3 Pc-.ra Bn with whol!l, o1.s z.lrcc:.dy related , he 
spent the night. 

63 .  1 Airlnnding ReccG Sqn, less one troop , 
was to ha.Ye a;ttenpted a 'coup d.c :nain ' on the 
main bridge at AP.}iHEM, but found difficulty in 
assembling and this plan �-;as abari.d.or..od. One 
troop :,-as sent to assist 1 Po.rz. Bde ::.nd the remain­
der held in riv r,;;::ierve and. cccuDied 2. nosition in 
the ;-roods south of REIJEF.SHEIDE 6781 1 ,,i t:i patrols 
ee'.�t anc:. ,. ;ect along the rce.d AP.NEEI,1 - EDE. 

64 . Short ly after dark Div H. Q. moved into 4 
glid0rs on the neightbouring L . Z  about 655798. 

65. Mca.mrhile , by 1 600 hrs, i 7  Sep, 1 Air 
L?.r.d.ing 3d.e: H. Q. had. opened at 6648o6 . Ur.its wcr3 
disposed for t:ie protection of the L.Z � and D.Z. 
for the second lift as follct·,s : -

2 S .  Stafford::; (less t·,;o co::rs ). 

F.EIEP.S CAHP 6681 

. . . . . •  /7 K. O .S .B. 
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7 K. 0.S .B .  
PLA}iI{E.H WlilIBUIS 6683 

1 :Border 

RE�iKill-i 6 27 6 

Thcs 0  posit ions · were hdd unt il the nc::,.-t r;iorning. 

66 . After do..rk om:: nkt oon cf 7 K . O . S  .:s. at , 
633839 Herc D.ttacked ;cpcatedly.  �tro l s  o f  
this En penot ra tcd int o int o  EDE dt:.:ting the night . 
OthGr:,iis0 -tho nig:rt pc: . .ssed �l!:ioSt �-,i thout 
inc id6nt u 

67 . C oc.r::t:11.icz.t ions so fo..r h,:d net :-:orkcd ,roll , 
p2.rt icul2.rl? from ;)iv· H.Q.  t o  1 P::.rc::. Bd.e :·:i th \•;ho::i , 
except fer ono brief period. , r ... o ;,iro l ,:-ss  c onte.ct 
had been r;iade . 

6 8 .  On the D.Orning of , e  Sep the s ituat i on i-.-�s 
u.�changed in tho Div H. Q. and Air Landing Bdc area. 
:.t about 0700 hrs Div H. Q.mmrcci to  cross roc.ds 
6�5784 1 with 2. view t o  ccnt inuing eastwards later 
al ong ita · axis of advar.cc . 
69 . At about C820 hrs reports were received at 
Div H . Q. of ener.w in BEEI.SUM and th?.t ono coy ,  1 
Border ,  he.d been surrounded ,  but ct:; yet ue re not 
in s erious difficulties . Such l itt l e  informat ion 
as came in indicated that 1 and 3 Par-2. Bns were 
D.ect ing very st iff opposit ion, 2.s has been described, 
and that they were needing t>.ssistanc e .  

70 . As the G . O. C .  had not returned from 3 Pera 
Bn and :::o news of nim. had been rece ived s ince 1 800. 
hr::. the previous evening, 3rig:-,dier F..icks , Comma.nder,  
1 Air Iilnding Bde , took ever the du.t i e s  cf Act ing 
Div Comrr:.ander about 0915 hrs . 

7 1 .  i.t 0930 hrs it ,·:G.s dec ided that 2 S . Staffords 
( v;ho st ill had ti·ro coys and othe:::- elm:nents t c  
arrive in th,� sccor.d. Lift ) should re inforce 1 .:md 
3 ?2.ra I3ns ,.nd i,ssist them t o,;-�2..rds the bridg0 by 
adv2.r..cing dong the rae.in road HEEI.SUM - i.IDiHEN. 

7 2. During -th0 morning the engagement by 1 
Bord.er at EEELSm,1 c or..t inucd and t he· coy, less  its 
supporting ,·rcapcns ( otr..er tho.n 11. ir. Gs . ) 7 reI".a.ged 
to ,·iitr_d.raw e.l ong the north bar.!-: of rive:::- througn · 
the othor coy pcsitions . 

73 , To the north 7 K. O.S . 3 .  ,·r-2 re i:::rvolvcd in 
some st iff fi&�ti�g, to p�ota ct the D o Z . of 4 F3� 
Ede (:·rhc •,;cro arriving in th� second l ift ) pc..rti­
cub.rly in t ,-:o woods :1bcut 6382 , ,;here bitter hand 
t o  hand fig!'-ting took pl2.c� . 

74,  At about 1 1 15 hrs a.pproxia?..tcly 20 1�.E. 109 
aircroft str�fed the D.Z. and L.Z.  �rcas 3nd 
s evcml gliders burst into flame3 ,  

75 . By 1 400 hrs 2 S. St�ffords ( le s s  two coys ) 
were held up c.'"ocut 708782 , and. 1,; ,-;as then decided 
+. . . • . • ( " . .... ..l l " f"- '  .n.:::;;; .:no ror::zing .;-,o coys c:.1.10 1:i. ,.r.e sccon1.:. _ i  a .J 

. . •• o. /Jhocld 
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should join ·tha Bn as soon as they arrivQd. 
1 1 · Para Bn of 4 Pare Bdu would also be defl�cted 
from its planned task with 4 Para Bdc and moved 
south to follow up and assist 2 S.Sta.ffords in · 
their effort to help 1 and 3 Para Bns to get to 
the brid� . Th.., remainder of 4 Para Bdc (1 O 
Para Bn and 1 56 Para Bn) should continue with tho 
original plan of securing t he high ground nori:p.of 
ARIIBEM. This decision ,.-,as ccrnn2u.'1icated to Brig 
F..a.ckett 1 Co!!'mander, 4 Para Bdc , 1 '.n his arri va,l 
with the second. lift about 1 51 5  hrs . 

OPERATIONS FROM 1 500 hrs 1 8  SEP TO 23 59 hrs 1 8  SE? . 

Action of Div 
li:,&_ 

Action of 4 Para 
Bde on D + 1 

7 6 .  The second l ift ,-;2.,s ciuc 2.bcut 1 000 r.rs on 
1 8  Sep but 7 o-,:ing to ,reather condit ions in the 
U. K. , d.id not begin to arrive un-: il 1 500 hrs . 
As on l) d.ay , tho drop and landing were very SU".'"�€.: SS­

fu2. . TheN \·:as slight ly mere fla."< ,  both during · · 
the flight and in the L.Z . and l).Z . areas. There 
was also minor ground opposition in the D.Z . area , 

77. At the samo t ime 35 aircr�ft dropped a 
small re-supply. This was a scattered drop, but 
a fair proportion was collected by the Div R.A.S. C. 
and ta.ken to the Div dump at Div H. �. 

7 8. As the second lift was coming in, orders 
we.-e issued to move Div H.Q. along the main axis 
to the area HA.RTSSTEUT 6978. The Ha.rtestein 
Hotel 693783 was chosen . This had previously 
been a German Officer 's  mess. All the offices 
w�re installed. on the grou..YJ.d floor. Services were 
placed - in the grounds and the tennis courts were 
used as a P.W. cage. 

79 ,  Tolmec.ia.tely H.Q.. was set up all rar..ks dug 
in and digging ;:as mere or less completed by 
nightfall. 

80 , There .-:as still no news of the G.O.C. The 
:S.M.,  R.A. , and G.S.O. 2 (Int) arrived with the 
second lift. At tis stage no ca.s-:.ialties had been 
suffered by Div H. Q. 

81 . The G.S. 0. 1  (Ops) met 3rig F.ackett, Co!ll!!lander, 
4 Para Bd.e, o:r.. the D , Z.at 1 51 5  hrs, 1 -3  Sep , and 
informed him of the change in plan due to strcr.g 
opposition to 1 Para Bde. 

82. The Brigade Corrm:ander i"ssued orders as 
follows : 

(a)  1 1  Para En move off at or.ce and cooe 
m:der cc�.r::and 1 Para 3de on arrival at 
F.,:.?..TESTEIN. 

(b) 1 56 Para �n to be prepared to lead the 
ad.vance of t�e 3de along the l ine of the 
raih:a.y. 

(c) 1 0  Pa.:-a Bn tp remain firm in area 624842. 

(d) 3d.e H. �. move as soon as possible �o 
area 634823. 

(e) 133 Para Fd A.r:ibula.r.ce to follow axis of 
advance as soon casualty situat · on per�itted. 

• • • . • •  /83. 
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83 . About 1 700 hrs Bde H.Q. moved to · H.Q. 
7 K . O.S.B. at 634822 and released th--m from 
their task of protecting the D.Z.  7 K. O.S .B. 
then rov€-rted to  col!lll:and of 1 �i.ir Landing Bde. 

84. 1 0  Para Bn were then ordered to :nave 
behind 1 33 ?ara Fd Ambulance as soon as they 
were ablo to  move and to d::tach one coy to 
take over from 7 K. O. S. B. in area track 
j11!lction 634822 , The Bn �ras then being 
attacked from t ime to t ime in a desultory 
rnar.:r..er ar.d incurred scrr.e casualt ies . 

25 .  1 56 ?ara B� got on the move , skirt ing 
tte n.z . to the S .� . , directed en area 663806 , 
Their a::cis ;,,as the track ir..mediately north. of , 
and. parailel to , the rail,·1ay . 

86 . As it :-ras getting dark , 1 56 Para Bn 
were ordered by H. Q. 4 Para Bde t o . hale and 
reorganise , and to push on down the axis cf 
'the railway a't first light . 

87 . _.;,t th-3 same time,  1 0  Para Bn was ordered 
to halt in the area of road and track ju...�ction 

634323 and reorganise ,  preparatory to moving 
along the Bde axis at 0300 hrs the next morning. 

88 . At about 1 845 hrs ( just dark) Bde H.Q. 
moved to area of hotel 64781 3 .  
89 . About 2300 hrs Commander , 4 Para Bde , 
went to Div H. Q. and rece ived fresh instruc­
tions for the next day ,  1 9  Sep. The intention 
i·m.s to advance between inclusive road ARNHEM -
EDE D.r.d. inclus ive raihray to  secure the hig.'1. 
ground KOEPEL 7 1 2793 , with a fir:n left flarlc 
on the ::-oad. 

90 . 1 1  P.:!.ra Bn, which had been sent to assist 
2 S. Staffords to reach the b� �dge , had moved 
south frcm WOLFHEZEN 6680 and by tho early hours 
of 1 9  Sep had contacted 2 S .Staffords about 
726778.  

9 1 . We left 1 Border extricat ing their coy 
which had been surrou."l.dcd at EEELSill-f. Ey 
1 700 hrs the coy had foug:it its way out and 
re joined the Bn. 

92 ,  About 1 900 hrs -::he Bn moved and spent 
the night :iigging i� with a coy eacr. at G?...:\.FTCCT;!BE 
6878 ,  WEG 6877 , astride mair,, road 679784 and 
ZILVERElillERG 6778.  

93 , After the sccor.d li:t arrived , 7 K. O. S .B .  
;,ere released from their duty of protecting the 
L.Z. �bout 1 900 hrs tho Bn began a �ight adv�nce 
to'.·ra.rds it::i objective , tr.e higr.. grou."1.d bet:·;ce:: 
5.1. . 2 (704802 )  ar..d 56 . 5 ( 697797 ) via JO:S'i.:mr1� HOEVE 
6979 .  

94-. Tr..ese positions '.·ierc very strongly r..�ld. 
b;r the ent:my ar.d. it was not possible to locat� 
and. deal with the opposition in the dark. T:hc 
Bn, �fter suffaring casualtio s ,  took u9 a pcsision 

· · · · � · · /just 



( 

( 
\ 

Page 12 

just before da..,m on 19  Sep , based on JOHa.J."'n!A 
HOEVE . 

OPERATIO�'JS .FROM OOOi hrs 1 9  SEP TO 2359 hrs 20 SEP. 

Act ion of 2 
Para Bn. 

95 .  From 1 9  Sep t o  20 Sop the operat ion fel l  
into three de:initc phases .  These t o ok place 
concurr;::�1tly hi.t , for t!'le sake of clarity, ,rill 
be described separately, They were : -

(o:. ) .  The act ion of 1 P?.ra Bdc , with 2 S "' 

Staffords 2.r.d 1 1  Pars. Bn , in the bridgG 
arc� . 

(....., ) "'h0• � -=-ro.,..t � f' T  ,, P.,, ,-.;a B" " ( 1 s - 1 1 
.• ,.. 0 .I. • '- I_. J_ - .:,, .._, _  '-!- • ::., _ _  '"4 W  ..;.. e  .;:) I 

?a:::2. 3:r: ) 1-;i;;h 7 K . O. S . 3 .  t o  se c'.l.re the high 
groi.lnd 21orth of .. �R�ii--3�-I. 

( c ) . The act icns of the rc!na inder of tr..c 
Div in the pGrir:ietor aoo'J.;; OCSTEREEEI{. 

Ooerat ions cf 1 P2.r2, Ede with '1 1  Para 3n 2.nd 
2 S . Staffords.  

96 . Our narrat iirc left 2 Pera :Sn at the 
poir.:t ;,hero they stil l held the north end of 
tho brid,ge and ,·1ero suffering hec.vy mortaring 
anQ shell ing. The morning of 1 9  Sep saw the 
Ge rr:ic:..n attack from the cast resumed with incri:las­
ingly heavy rnortcring e.:nd shelling end. attempted 
. � .  1 ...  . . 1.ru 1._ ,,ra-.; 1.on. 

97 . At midday 3 ene:ny tar-.. 1<:s t ook up posit ion 
near the river and shel l ed s ome of the houses , 
::.c.king :'-hem unt crzbl e .  Three hit s ;-,ere obtained 
on the tar..lcs with ?s . ! . A . T .  and , despite the 
o..rrival of two more tanks , they t hen witr.drew. 

98 . Throughou"!: ti:e rcmab.dcr o f  tho day attacks 
supported ny tc.::-.... lcs and armoured c2.rs continu-cd , 
a:::1d by cvcnir.g at least five of the houses ho.d 
been burned down, including a key on� jus-.; cast 
o f  tho bridg8 , 

99 , The enemy had occupied all houses r.orth 
and ;-icst of the posi-t ion :::..nd. , 1::.ltbrough not 
c.ttcmpt ing infiltrat ion frcm this area ,  were abl e  
t o  keep our positions covered b y  aatomat ic fire , 
t o  which 2 Para En could net 2.ff.-: rd t o  reply, 
due to shortage of amrm.J.nit ion , W!l.i ch was now 
a.cut e .  

1 00 .  The numbers o f  1·1cundeci. n.ad ['..Ssu::icd serious 
p:::-oport ion:::; a.r.d. He:::-c all e·1acuat cd. t o  the cellars 
of 3d.o H .Q .  
• o ·  "-- . . . � "O � (D 3 ) ... ,.., 
1 , • ur... -:nc mornin.g or t::. �cp + , :.,.,._c 

at-;;acks from tho ccst were a�in resumed . Alter­
r.2..t ivc pos itions to tho .houses  and ruir:s had been 
d:...:.g ir. the gardens . These  wore now shelled at 
point bl�"'L� r�nge by enemy "!:anks . Our 6-pr . anti­
tame gu_>1s could. not be :ncru:od c:.s they were ur.d.cr 
dirccs small a rms fire . 

1 02 .  A party of enc�y att empted t o  set charges 
U."1dor t he bridge . Tr.is p�rsy,  o..nd attcmp1 s 
at ir.f'.:�t ra.t ion ,  �-rcr(; ccuntor ::tto..ckcd.. Lieut . .  

. . . . . . . /col . 
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Col , J ,D ,  Frost .-:as wounded and !,Ta.jar C , F,H,  
Gough took command of the a.re� , referring 
ma tt�rs of importance to Lieut . Col . Fros-': . 
1 03 ,  Tho Bde i-:ircl0ss set en the Div �ommand­
dor ' s  wave :-;as in CO!i!r.lUilica.t icn and the Brigade 
I-Ta j cir spoke . to t:1.c G . O . C .  ( ,·rho had returned :fror:i 
... P B ) d 

. � - f' D " •• "' . . 
h .:: ara. ::-. an s,:;e.:.:t c_ 2.v .t: , '.:.1 • , giv2.ng t. a 

s ituat ion. tr..roughout the day . 
1 04 ,  Th:ri!:g ;;he c:.ftc rnoor: 4 or 5 enemy tal"_1<:s 
cronscd. -� r ... � river fros !:.c rth t o  s outh.  l\c:,;cr-
t::�clcs3  --:t.c pc� i t i on Ilcli fi:-�1 2�:1.C .. the bridge 
�·:2.s co�, .. � :::--:::ci b:r f2.:-c :�-::--cu;-:: 12..ps Oe:� ;-1e .::� t �c 
8',.l:'!:.:_r:g f_O"-.lS� S c.  

1 05 »  By c�.�c::::.::g tb.c sit",,.:.a. -t io:: ·.:as . very se: rio:.ts o 
1Joarly al l th2 hous �s �;.ad bee;: fi:--cdo just 
after dark 3d0 H. Q. house was set on fire . Tho 
Hounded ,  :10;,; very n'.mlcrous , were moved t o  a:nothor 
house , but t:his ·was set on fire before the n:ovc 
could. be completed. Thero i·:as no•,1 nowhere to 
put the: ;-:ou.>1clccl. . Lioc1.t . Col . Frost crdorcd the: 
Bde E� Q. party to �eve: out and then gave the 
order for th0 -...rnm:dcd t o  be surrendered . 

1 06 .  Tho strc:ng!;h of the bridge party by th0 
evening i,,as reduced t ·. about 1 40 ,  i-.. f'.lrtr.cr 
50/60 were l ost during the ni ght . 

1 07 ,  ]arknoss and enemy infilt:::-ati on made tho 
position worse , At 0500 h:::-s on 2 1  Sep (D + 4 )  
an attempt to retake s ome houses failed and it 
was clear th.at the enc. had.· cone: . :Belo H. Q, and 
the rer:u-.ants of 2 Par::. Bn spl it int o  small part ies 
and attc�pt�d to  break oi;.t . The maj ority became 
casualties or were taken pri scncrs _ during the day . 

1 0 8 ,  All opposit ion at the bridg:: now ceased. 
':'he task of this 3d.c ,·1as t o  soiz0  and hold the 
-=1-filTEEi�! bridge o This the�· had carried out a:1d 
held. for 3 days ar;.d unt i l  ttoj· were physically 
incapable cf fi;.rthe r re s istance . 

1 0 9 .  0.ir ac:::ount left 1 '1 ?a.re. 3 n  having caug.'1.t 
up 2 S ,S·taffcrd.s at 7'2.6773 en tho evening of 1 6  
Sep.  'rho int0nt ion was tha-: those ti-10 bns 
t ogether with the rE:r:inar..t ::; of 1 .:::.nd 3 Fara 3ns , 
sho1.1ld a ttcmpt t o  reach. t�--.� bri.dg3 to  rci::fo::-C,:! 
2 ?a.ra En. 

1 1 0 .  �o do :his , 2 S . S�affc�ds star� cd t o  
ad·\ra::1cc at 0'145 hrs 1 i 9 S c ;  -::!'.rcu.gh tt�c mai!:. 
str�ct of 1Lq1-r:: :.r. They !·:G::'C foll c�·re::d. b2r j 1 
Para B�. Reor.ar-ts of 1 and 3 Par� 3r.s , u....�dor 
Lieut . Col . Docie , O . C . 7 1 Para Bn; at tho sa.::o 
t i::1.·:-: started. al o:n5 tno �·ivo r bar_'-c , L'oout 0730 
hrs , Col . Barl o:·r , Doput�y C cr.-�r..dc r ,  A ir tar.ding 
3!"iga.do was !:�nt from :Div :!. Q. t o  co-o�ir.:.a. �c this 
!:10"/Cr:lC:l't ? but he: did.. not 3.::':'i°VC . 

1 i 1 11 :Sy 0630 hrs 1 2 S ,  Stafforrls !'...a:i r�achcd 
the !•Ii'�s-tcr:, .. at 73-'�7 3C , but cou.ld. get no f;;.r�h .. ::r ,  
:.?:lt had ::r:,4ffcr�d hoa.�;-y c:J.s�1al t ios . Iffo:'-;s b:v� 
1 1  Para B� io  �oU!:..t a� �tta�k agair.s� the high 
grou::d. r�o=t� cf ti:c r-:.il �·l.'2.j� fai2.cd. ,  o�·ring to �?:CI!lj"' 

co,z�,:;r a.t-ta.c1=s , and b:r � -: co hrs 2 S , Staf:'crd.s ii.ad 

q • • •  C, a /  c:G.'-:.a�st�d 
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exhausted their P. I.A.T. ammunition o.nd lmd 
been over-run by fan.ks which had inflicted 
heavy co.su1:.lties . It was therefore decided 
t o  wi thdra.1·1 t o  �bout 725777 , 1·1here there was 
an anti-tank screen. Here the Bn 1·1as re­
organized into a force of =1ve plat oons a:nd 
one i-1.H.G .  platoon. 

1 12. This force irmncdiaiely attacked DElT BRINK 
s o  cs to  secure a piv;;;t f or 1 1  Para Bn t o  a:t.tack 
on th0 line of the road run."ling north and s outh 
through DIEPErT.DJ,LL 7278 and HEIJ:-,JJ00PJ) 7 278. 
The attack succeeded but , before troops c ould 
dig in, the posit i on 1-ras very heavi ly morta:-ed 
a.."l.d shortly n.fter,;a.:-ds cou..."lt er att:1ckcd by 
tanks and overr1.m . 

1 1 3. About the srune time as 1 1  Para '.an were 
forming up f or their attack, they ;1ere als o  
attacked by tcln.ks. .t..s a result thei!' attack 
never materialized. 

1 1 4 .  The result of all these operati ons was 
that the rer.man:ts of 1 1  Para Bn e.."ld 2 S . Stafford.s 
fell back t o  aba,it rd junc 705774 and OCSTERBEZK 
Church 696773 , ,·rhere they were organiz ed int o 
a c omposite force ,·ii th what ,ras left of 1 and 3 
Para :Bns . 

11 5 .  I1aj or R.J. F.. Lonsdale .  2 i/c 1 1  Para Bn ,  
assumed c ommc.nd. of this forc e ,  1·rhich was knoi-m 
as LmiSDALE li'ORCZ. 

1 1 6 .  S o  ended a galla."lt att empt t o  bring 
succour to 2 Para Br.. at the 'bridge . 

Onerations of 4 Para Ede ( less 1 1  Para Bn) and 
7 KOOB. 

1 1 7 .  He left 4 Para :Ede ( less 1 1  Para Bn) on 
the evening of 1 8  S ep (D + 1 ) ui th 1 5  6 Para Bn 
and 1 0  Para 13n halt ed a.'1.d re-organis ing. 

1 1 8 .  The Bde Comma.,.,.der ' s  pla.'1 for 1 9  Sep 
(D + 2) was for Para Bn to secure KOEPEL 
whil e  1 0  Pm-a Bn formed a fi!'l:l base about 
6938 1 1 .  4 Pa.ra Sqn , R.E. were t o  remain in 
area 638804, ,;-ii th one anti-ta."lk troop , as a 
back stop.  

1 19.  7 K. O.S. B. at  JOH.fu'TI'TA HOEVE uere put 
under oorru:ie.nd 4 Para Bde . On� coy uas given 
the task of prct ecting the L . Z .  f or t he third 
lift , containing the Pol ish glider element , 
due th�t afternoon , in area 6GDO. An other 
coy ,-ms to ta!ce over the LICHTENEEEK feature 
7079 after capture by 1 56 Para Bn and act as 
a firm base for a further adva."lce , i·,hile  the 
remainder of the bn remained firm in their present 
position. 

1 20. Ea=ly on the morning 1 9  Sep,  1 56 Para Bn 
nut in ti·10 unsuccessful attacks on the LICHTI!il!B&!:I{ 
feature , but ,·,ere firm on 56. 5 ( 6979 ) .  1 0  Para. Bn 
had als o met streng opposition 'out , by about mi�­
day , 1.1ere cons olidating .in the area 690810 .  3-<J 
that time 4 Pa:-a :ade ;I. Q. had been dra,-m up t o  
road and track junction 685799 and P.:?.ra. Sqn, R.3.  

• • •  o • •  /to  
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:to 672804. 

1 21 .  At c:,..bout 1 400 hrs the Div Coilll?lander 
visited the (;,:nm�--ider 7 4 ?a.ra Ede . It was 
obvi ous that .(� Pare.. Bde t·rere unlilcely t o  make 
further prcgrcs s en their present a::is and the 
Div Cc::1.'n':'.Ilder di�cuss ed "tt·!c alternative .plans 
with th::: Pde · Cc :.:.::an:le:.· .  O?i.e of these i·ras for 
4 Para b.l;i t o  �::_scc:·."; :..nue th-:;ir present t'"slc, 
dis engaz:; �nd :)J-5:J -�h.i:-c·.1gl1. the northern half 
of 1 .Air·l:?.ndi!'.�-; Ke : s pos it i on ;-;i th a viel-1 to 
formir...g -�he ec.st er:: f, ,1.r.k -� :i t he Div pcsi  t i on 
on the � · ::.:) ::c.:vi w.d. : ·'.;..ihk.j" crc::sings 7 1 27G4, 
7 1 5780 ,;::l 7 1 2774, :i:·:; ; :a::; : ti l l  hoped that 
4 ?arz. ? :e uoulC. "uy -�::is c� :: .. ; i o:1. j ci:J. up with 
1 Para 3clc in the t o::::1,  '=':-.i:.s the :Div :pos it i on 
,-:ould beco;;:e r·, :•c · . .:..:· :sulc::: box ,ri th its  ,·,est 
a.'"l.d east f lc... .. 1k, h.el,::. re::.::_:,;;:;tivel,;,r b;:,· 1 Airlam::.-· 
ing Ede .:.:i.d 1 Para :Sie , ,;i th 4 P2.ra. Ede in the 
centre , the s outh fla:-tl� resting or.. the open gr-ound 
just nc�th of the rivzr . 

122. ;_-, a rcsuH cf this dic: cussion ,  and on 
receiving infor,:-.'-'-ti on ab out 1 500 h::.·s of enemy 
mcvemerit east,·raxd. frc:n �LS'Ll-I .?.?:d. REi{K'Oi�I , 
Commander , 4 Pa;•a Bd.e : ordered 10  Fara En t o  
diseng::.ga fo:rth:·ri t h  a.'1.d ,·ii thcl::-a1·r t o  the .�JLt7HEZE.m 
cros s ing, t·rhich ,·ms t o  ba s e ized and held as a 
prelir:iina.ry in case he t1as rec;:uired t o  move his 
Ede in accorda.'1.ce t-ri th -the a.cove plcn • Sho:ctly 
after1·raxds confirmati on 1-,a.s s ent t o  4 Para Bd.e 
fr om :Div H. Q. that this. plan t o  be put · int o 
operation. 

1 23 .  Co�":lander : 4 �ara :J.e 1 then gave orders 
for a..'1. im:nediate 1·ri thdra�: .. :::.. .  1 56 Para Bn 1-rere 
t o  R.i.-. s outh of the rai hray abcut 679796 .  
7 K. O . S . B .  t·rere t o  move t o  """"'.'e?, 20. 5 ( 67 2794) , 
reverting t o  cc,:-.-:1and 1 P. irla::d.ing Ed.e on arrival . 
Bde H. Q.. i'!e:-e t o  rr.ove t '.)  ?t 23 . 2 ( 672797 ) .  
1 24 .  1 0  Para E.1 f .• u.'1.d c ons ide:-ablc difficulty 
in dis engaging t a::-1 "uoth other Bns \,.;.,·� J u.'1.der 
considerable s -.11 arms , r.:ortar and � .  P. gt.':l 
fire from norti1. cf.' the 2rcc.. 

1 25. Int o this situati on th�re arrived about 
1 600 r.rs the Pclisl1 glic.E-r , · oment , la."lding in 
o.rea 6880 . The enemy reo.c,.., _ on uo.s vi olent ; 
pressure and v:. 1.ur::-; of fi:::-e ir.,r::ediat ely incre�-:iing. 
This did not mel:e things eas i er fer 1 56 Para En 
and. 7 IC, O.  S .  3. , uho !1.ad. by the� just received 
their orders for a.'1 im.·;,·;;d.ia� e move , �"1.d s ome 
congestion, ,,pli tt ing up of sub-un.i ts  a."1.d tei:r?ora.:-y 
l oss of directicn t cok p lace , rhen they started t o  
c :ithdra.u. 

1 26 ,  By 1 300 hrs 1 0  Pa.::-a. En had ar-rived at the 
!-TOLFHEZEN cros sinB", ,·rhich they found partially 
occupied, but managed nevertheless to occupy a 
position just s outh of it. At the same ti: .e 
4 Para Sqn 1 n.E. , :1ere engaged in pass ing the 
Bde tra.�s�ort through the culvert at 668804 ; 
a difficuit task ot-,ing to d3e:p 1 l oose sand. 

1 27 .  The e:"lemy qu.ic:dy foll oued. up these �-tith­
d.ra.:·:E.ls � but �-r� not allC;�·red t·:.. get beyond the 
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line of the railwey. By nightfall , 19 Sep, 
10 Para :Bn and 4 P�.ra Sqn, R.E. , had. reached the 
point just given. 1 56 Para Bn ( approximately 
270 strong) \-Iere holding a. position from 678799 
t o  674797, ,·Tith :Bde H. Q. dug in ebout � 23. 2 
(6879) .  Scme of 1 56 Para Bn did not cross 
the railwcy but moved to a. position a.bout 
673804 , from uhich only the Q..11. and 6 men 
over re-appeared. 
1 28.  Ifoan,rhilc 7 K. o.s . B. had been able afte.r 
considerable diffic-�lty t o  concentrate at its 
appointed R. V. at 672794 , except for A Coy t-:ho 
uere being strengly attacked in their detached 
position about 6<'.)6J1 3 .  (4 Pera Bde reported 
that lat.er about 40 mP.n of 7 K. 0.S . B. joined 
them: these may l�ve been s crne of A Coy) . 
1 29 .  On reaching their R.V. , no representative 
of 1 Airlanding :Ede could be found , s o  7 K. o.S .B. 
continued their move until contacting a Coy 
of 1 Border a.bout cross roads 6797C4. The 
Sec ond-in-Command 7 K. 0.S .:B.  Md, houever , gone 
on ahead and obtaL�ed instructi ons from Div H.Q. 
t o  occupy a position to t he right and north of 
21 Indep Para. Coy, 1-1ho t·rere about 693793 . They 
accordingly occupied that night the L shaped 
wood and a small uood t o  the east of it about 
696791 .  
130.  At 001 5 hrs . 20 Sep (D + 3 ) ,  4 Para :Ede 
reported to Div H. Q. that 1 56 Para Bn and Bde 
H. Q.. were no!·1 located at 63�798 , 1 0  Para. :Bn 
670799 . 

1 31 .  This marked the end of efforts to  capture · 
the high ground north of Ai:71lliEU. 
1 32. It now remains t o  relate the events inside 
the Div perimeter in COSTER.BEEK from 1 9  Sep. 
The action of the remainder of the Div in the 
perimeter about OCS'!'f.'.....RBEEK from 0001 hours 1 9  Sep 
to 2359 hOLtrs 20 Sen. 
( Reference should be �ade to the map enlargement 
at the end of Part III ) .  
1 9  Sep 44. ,  
1 33 .  At 0725 hours the G. 0 . C .  ret1.l1"ned from 1 
Para. Bde , and Brigadier Hicks returned t o  command 
1 Airlanding Ede , At this stase ccrnr:iunica.ti ons 
existed :-1ith 4 Para Bde , 1 Airla."1.ding :Ede and·· 
21 Indep Para Coy, There ..;as still no communi­
cation t-rith Corps or Base . 
1 34. Colonel :Barloi-r, Deputy Ccrnma.nder , 1 Air­
landing Ede t-ras sent to co-ord.ina:te the efforts 
of 1 ,  3, 1 1  Para Bns and 2 S .Staffords who uere 
at-tempting to get through t o  2 Para Bn en the 
bridge . He 11.!.S not heard of a.gain. 
1 35 .  At 0845 hrs , CP�� and GS01 ( eps )  visited 
H. Q. 4 Para Bd.e and confirmed details of objectives 
f or 4 Para. Bde ' s  at-tempt t o  seize the hig.11 grou..�d 
north of .A.Pl.f.t<:'.i::II. 
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1-36 , During the morning there i·ras intermittent 
s trafing by !:I.Es. 1 but little damage was done. 

1 37 .  An air supply drop tool:: place at 1600 hours 
on a pre-arranged DZ on the open ground about 7 179 .• 

Failure in communications had precluded i·rarning 
Corps or u. iC • .  that the D. Z. ;;;as in enemy hands. 
There ,-,as considerab le fla..1<: to meet the aircraft 
and all supplies fell into enemy hands. Every 
effort uas made uith Eureka ,  yelloH Smoke , verey 
lights , ground strips and yellm-r cela.nese triangles 
to attract the attention of the pilots and get 
them to drop their supplies on the area of Div H. Q. 
6978 . This had only a very limited su?cess. 

1 3G. The drop of the parachute e lement of 1 
Polish fodep Para Ede Gp , uhich formed the major 
part of the third lift , did not tal::e place on 

· ·  

1 9  Sep. It ,-ras noi·T clear that they c ould not 
c2,.rry out their original taslc of landing s outh 
of the main A!""Ur.dE!I bridge, crossing it and occupy­
ing their positions east of ARlJHE:,r. It t·ras 
therefore decided to arrange a nei·T D.Z. for the 
Polish parachute element , north east of DRIEL 

· 6875 and to give them the ta.s�:: of holding a firm 
bridgehead on the s outh bank of the river in the 
area of their DZ. 
1 39 .  At 0800 hrs 1 9 Sep , 7 KCSB passed to 
c ommand of 4 Para. Ede a.nd their efforts to 
assist in gnining the high groUP.,d north of 
ARHHEi:i have b een related . 

1 40. As we have seen ,  2 s .  Staffords ,-rere under 
corr.ma.nd of 1 Para Bde and ;·rere attempting to 
reach 2 Para. Bn at the bridge. 

1 41 .  The dispositions of the remainder of 1 
Airla.nding Ede early on 1 9  Sep uere as follows : -

Bde HQ - BILDERBERG 6373 . 

1 Bo:rder - From BILDITRBERG to HEVEP.DORP 6877 

Glider Pilots- A:rea. GRAFTCOI:i13E 6878 

l-1. D .S.  - Hear cross roads 696784 

1 42. 1 Border had a. fairly quiet day until 
1 900 hrs, ,·;hen all their coy loco.lities �-,ere 
attacked. They repulsed all these attacks. 

1 43. 7 KCSB reverted to command 1 Air Landi�g 
:ale on re�ching 69679 1 ab out midnight. 

1 44. He rw.ve she;m hm-r, by 2400 h:rs , remnants 
of 1 , 3 , 1 1  Para Bns and · 2 S • S t�ff ords t·rere 
organised into a c omposite force about road 
j unction 705774 and 0 CSTERBEEK church 696773. 
The strenght of these remnants eras as follot·rs : -

1 Fa:a Bn 
3 Para Bn 
1 1  Para Bn 
2 s.sta.ffords 
Glide:- Pilots 
1 . 04 os �  

- 1 1 6 
40 

1 50 
100 

30 
2 
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20 Sep 44. 

1 45 .  1·Je ha.ve seen tha.t at 001 5 hiiurs , 
the l ocations of 4 Para Ede uere as follows : -

Bde H. Q. and 1 56 Para l3n 

10  Para Bn 
6'.)2798 

670799· 

1 46. At about · o§oo hrs heaV'J shelling and 
mortaring of; the i·rhole Div are2. started. At 
the same time 4 Para :Bcie started their m ove , 
east,·rards , to  enter the Div perimeter , along 
the route Pt 23 . 2( 6879 ) - track juncti on 
677794 - B.!.lEED:S LA.AN - road ju.>1ction 60 3785 , 
in the order of 1 56 Paxa Bn ,  Ede HQ a"ld 1 0  
Paxa Bn. 

1 47 .  Although 1 56 Para Bn came under . fire 
almost at once at 678795 , they had by 07 1 5  hrs 
overcane this . Later they again met heavy 
opposit ion. A right flarJ<ing movement by C 
Coy .:.lmost reached the r oad junction at 679784 
but i-ras held up about 200 yds short of i t .  
Hoi·rever , by 1000 hr s  the Bn had closed up and 
was c ovaring the road track juncti on at 
682786. · At this time the Bn strenght was about 
90 all ranks . 

1 4G .  The enemy uere nm·r obvi ously in s ome 
strength betucen 4 Para Ede and 1 Airlanding Bd.e . 
10  Para Bn uere therefore ordered t o  move round 
the east of 1 56 Para Bn fr cm track ju."lction 
682787 to road junction 63778 3 .  This advance 
entailed clearing a.-ray opposition all the wey 
but , by about 1 200 hrs , they ·reported t o  4 Par� 
Ede HQ that they had reached the VALKEHEERG LAAlT. 
6878 and i·rere moving south. 

1 45 .  Enemy fire had been g:-o-;-ring i n  intensity 
all the time , Hi th attacks ..rhich 1·rere pressed 
home strongly and, by 121 5 hrs , at l east t,;-10 
enemy taxiJ�s had appeared on the scene . 

1 50 .  1 0  Para Bn ,·rere therefore; ordered t o  
break through t o  the main Div position at all 
c osts and. at 1 31 0  hrs Lt . Col. Smythe and Uaj or 
1!arr e ,  CO and 2 i/c of the Bn ,  ui th about 60 
all ranks , the total effective strength of their 
Bn ,  arrived at Div H. Q. 'I'hey uere t old t o  
re organise and occupy pos ition c overing X r oads 
705733 from the east.  

151. The remainder of 4 Para Ede cont inued to 
be subjected to  de-ter:iined attacl�s by infantry 
supported by tanks I which ,·1ere onl;-i prevented 
from getting right home by immediate c ounter 
attacks and grenade tlu-owing. 

1 52. Casualties ha.d been heavy, parti cularly 
in officers , and the enemy seemed determined ta 
liquidate the position before d.arl:::. The :Ede 
Commander therefore decided to try to breal::: 
out and mal:::e a dash for the main Div uos iti on. 
This uas successful ar.d at 1 850 h:-s :&ig. HACXETI' 
reported to  Div HQ that 156 Para Bn, about 70 

• • • • • /stror.g 



r-., 

( 

\ 

Acti on of 1 
Air Landin,g; Bde 
and LONSDALE 
force . 

Page 19 

strong, were reorganising about 689784; Ede 
· HQ were c oncentrated about 69 1 7,'.35.  4 Para. 

Sqn RE had als o  arrived in the same area a.bout 
5� strong. 
1 53. 4 Para Bde ' s  strength, and events of 
20 Sep on the East ern flanlc,  yet t o  be . described, 
ma.de it impossible for them to occupy the line 
originally intended. Therefore , t·rith 10 Para 
Bn already holding a position round cross roads 
705783 ,  1 56 Para Jn ,·rere given a. s iraile.r �ea 
ui th its centre �.-t 69 7787. This they occupied 
at 1 9  30 !'.TS o 

1 54,  'i'he east er:1 fro:::.t of the Div outside 
ARNHEil ua.s very e:cpos cd. fer the enemy ua.s by this 
t ime astride the raiL·rc.y and road approaches 
be"� : ·  · .. n A.I[IBEil and OCSTER.EEEK end prevented all 
efforts to supply or get physical t ouch wit� 1 · 
Pare ]de ir. A..111J1IBi,I. There t·ra.s little or nothing 
at this stage t·. stop the enemy if he attacked 
in t�e directi c:1 of COSTERBEEK, from the east, 
�-rhere Div HQ ar.d Ili v troops ,._.. . , s ituated. 
1 55. _L>l the remainder of the Div area., 20 
Sep,  \·ras chiefly rer.-,arka.bl e  as being the day 
,rhen intense r.. ·,rtaring and shelling really started, 
follo,red by determined infantry attacks supported 
by tanks or SP guns . The results of these t·rere 
that , on the Ea.stern perimeter , the l ine could 
only be established from cross roads 702684 -
OOS'l'ERBEEK Station 703674 and even then the 
force available ua.s insufficient t o  prevent 
infiltrat i on.  The l:IDS at cross roads 697784 
t·ras in ener:1y hunds . 

1 56 .  The Light Regt ,·rere very act ively engaged 
all day support of 1 and 4 Para Edes. The 
speed and accuracy i-ri tb. 1·,hich support was given, 
both nm·r ;:i..'l.d later , pr:avented many incipient 
enemy attacks frcm developing,  

1 57 .  The supply drop t ook place about 1 700 hrs. 
Oppos i t i or. uas agci.in intens e ,  but the drop was 
more successful this  time and units picked up 
such c ontainers a..>1d panniers as fell in their 
vicinity. 20 Sep ended �-,i th a message from HQ 
Airborne C orps saying that the NIJIIEGEN bridge 
had been captured intact . 

0PER.'\.TIOl-iS F3.0M 0001 hrs 21 S3P TQ ,2QC0 _:hrs 25 SE?. 
21 Sen .  

1 58 .  At 0900 }u-s I the !)iv Ccm.r:iander held a 
conference at Iliv HQ c --:. :1. c "_-,-:...::. � ··. "·'· ·-- r · ::·s,.ining· 
troops int o t,·10 forces. That under Brigadier 
HICKS being ::-esponsi ble for tlm uest side of 
the perimeter a.r.d that u.>1der 3riga.dier EACIGTI' 
for the east side : -

Brigciier Hi� 
Reece SCf-1 
7 rc. o.s.::s.  
21  Inclep Para 

Coy 

- 694735 
- 694791 

6907G9 
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Glider Pilots 

1 Para Sqn RE 
4 Para Sqn RE 

9 Fd Coy RE 

607787 

) 
) .About uocd. 608785 
) 

1 Border - Betueen !COUD3 !JE:RBERG 
6873 and HEVEAJ)QRP 

Br' '$'3-dier Hackett. 

1 56 Para Bn 

10 Para Bn ) 
Glider Pilots ) 

6977G7 

- Cross roads 
6967C4 

Elements of 1 ,  3 and 11 - Church 696773 
Para Bns · ( Lonsdale Force)  · 

1 Li0ht Regt RA and 
2 s .  Staffords. - 694774 
(Tha:ison Force) 

159 . Brigadier lfuckctt cstnblishcd his H.Q. 
a.t 696784. There was heavy mortaring and shelling 
during the morning, particularly in Lonsdale Force 
area. 

1 60. 1 56 Par.:1 Bn Has attacked during the after­
noon as ,·ras 10 PE>.ra. Bn, but both held firm and. 
repelled the attacks. Late:- a heai,-y attack, 
supported by S. P.guns, developed �inst 1 0  
Para. Bn. They uere over run and most of their 
houses were set on fire. There Here nou no 
officers in 10 Para Bn _and very fet-r men. They 
managed. to come to the surface a[l'2.in and re­
established themselves in some of their old 
houses, where they t·rere subjected to constant 
attack for the next two days . During the day 
30 Corps artillery gave valuable support, parti­
cularly in 10  Para Bn ' s  area.. 

1 6 1 . :Durine; this day Brig Hackett ua.s t·rounded 
and handed over command to Lieut. Col. !�urray, 
Glider Pilot Regt. 

1 62. 7 I<.O.S.B • .-rere troubled by snipers t·rho 
had infiltrated during the previous nig..�t, and the 
morning uas spent in carrying out minor attacks 
to clear them out. About 1630 hrs the enemy 
put in a determined attack on 7 K. o.s . B. The :)k. 
::-eplied with a vie;orous counter attack culminating 
in a bayonet charge, which completely cleared. the 
enemy from the area leaving large numbers of his 
dead on the field. 

163. This En lost heavily in the action. (4 
Officers killed and 8 ,-rounded). It tras therefore 
decided to side step and fill the gap between 
them and. 21 Ir.dep Para. Coy. This move l-ra.s carried 
out without major incident. The Bn subsequently 
moved to area 6?3783. 

164. 1 Border 1-rere a.lso hec::.vily attacked during 
the day I and a.go.in in the evening. One coy 1·1ere 
driven frcm their nositior. abzy�t 685770 a.�d, despite 
gallant efforts to- retake it I uere eventually 'forced 
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· back to  the area 692774. 

1 65. As has been related, the Div Commander 
held an "O'' group at 0800 hrs ar..d reorganised 
the available forces .  

1 66 .  At 1000 hrs the heavy shelling and 
mortaring set the Div ammunit ion dump on fire 
a�: i , afte r  strenuous effort s by Div HQ person­
nel , the fire was brought under cont rol . 

1 67 .  An air re-supply took place at about 
mia.a; ·.; . The supply aircraft came ir.. "escorted" 
by M.E . 1 09s ar.ci it ;;as not successful . l,. 
further supply drop in the aft e rnoor. ·was more 
succe ssfcl . 

1 68 .  There was very l ittle  food tr.roughout 
tr.e Divis ion and scarce l y  an;,· wat er.  .!l.J-n..c.uni­
t ion was al so run."ling very 101-:.  

1 69 .  During the aft err.oon advantage was 
ta.�en of the guns of 64 Medium Regiment , of 
30 Corps , who carried out many sho ot s ,  brea.king 
up mar�- attacks before they began or could 
become· dangerous . Throughout this and succeed­
ing days the fire of this regiment ·,ras of the 
5reatest assistance . 

1 70.  The main wi�=eless net was st ill working, 
except to  Corps . The air support rear l ink. 
was knocked out by mortar fire , but had at no 
t ime been in touch �-;i th its cont rol . Every . 
effort was made to contact Airtroops (Rear ) 
in U.K. and re-direct the supply droppir.g air­
craft . 

1 7 1 . We have seen that the Pol ish ant i tank 
battery landed. in gl iders on the 1.3 t'h and i 9th 
Sep . They were allotted tasks wi thi!l tr.e Div 
perimeter.  

1 72. After two postponer:l!:mt s of 24 hours 
each, the parachut e element of the Pol ish 
I!ldep Bde Gp t ook off from the U . K. on 21 Sep . 
At 1 7 1 5  hrs they began tp drop on t he new DZ 
south of the river.  The weather •,ras not good 
and a number of  aircraft returned t o  U.K. 
,dthout dropping the ir load . 

1 73 .  At 21 00 hrs 3de uat rol s ascertained. that 
the nE"lEADCRP ferry 687 6 had be�n sur.k and the 
nor-th bank of the river a.t that po int was held 
by the enemy. 

1 74. At 2230 hrs the 3de L. O.  from Div EQ 
arrived ,1ith ir:.str1.ictior:.s for the :Sde tp cross 
the rive r w:-.ile  the Div would endeavour to 
attack the northern end of the ferry ar:.d s�r.i 
over boats and rafts .  
1 75. '.-!nen the leading el ement s of the Bde 
reached the river it :-:as foi.a-:.d that neither 
boat s r:.or raft s had. arrived. T�e Ede Coill!l'.ar.der 
tberefore decided to move to DRIEL 6875 ar.d 
establ ish defensive pos it ion there . 
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22 Sep - 24 Sen. 

1 76. Some re-adjustment was necessary before 
first light on 22 Sep. The perimeter was 
contracted on the northern face and the Reece 
Sqn came w.der co:nn::and Brigadier F.ackett ' s  
(now Lieut. Col. I,fu.rray 's) force and , together 
with 21 Indep Para Coy ar..d 4 Para Sqn R.E .  
,·1ere moved over to the eastern flad<. The 
for20r occupied positions froo cross roads 
696734 to 695780 , ar..d. a detachnent of Div 
R.A. S . C .  extended t�e l i�� frc� 69 5780 to 695776 . 
4 Pare. Sc;:2;. ·�·ic re C.cld. in 3d.e r-es�r-.rc !lea� 4 
Para Bde E. Q. abcut 695784. 

1 7/ .  T�e g:--ou�d i�cludcd in th� Div peri�e�e�  
�-:as a:r. .cd.d ccr::bir,z:t ion c-f t:iickly wooded cour:try 
a:::.d. built up areas . 'i'tc, ,·:est and. ce::i.; re :-;ere . ­
�·:e::.l  wooded , e.r!.i t:ne north a..:id eastern flar�1<:s 
rested in the streets and houses .  The southern 
flan.'k: was th0 R.  LEK. 

1 78 .  D....rir.g 22 Sep the G.S. 0. 1 ( 0ps) and C. R.E. 
left to cross the river to contact the ?ol ish 
Ede ar!.i 30 Corps. They returned during the 
night 23/24 Sep. The 3ritish � . S. 0. 1 (1) from 
the Fol i"h Bde also arrived at Div E. Q .  

1 79 .  On the night of 22/23 Sep approx 50 
men of 1 Polish P2.ra :Bd.e were fer:::-ied across 
as reinforcements and on the next nighs about 
1 50. These ware placed. under Brigadier Hicks. 
That greater numbers were not got across was 
due largely to lack of facilities. 

180 . During the e'rening of 23  Sep a supply 
drop tock place , cut or>..ly a very small quantiiy 
could be picked up . This chiefly due to ' he 
wid.e dispersion and also owing to the activity 
of enemy snipers . That collected d.id., however ,  
sl igt.tly relieve the food '�ortage for the :·rounded. 

1 81 • On the night 24/25 Sep , 4 Dorset of 1 30 
Bde (43 Div) att empted. a crossing, but the land­
ings ma.de were very sca-'ctc·red 7 a large proportion 
being in the area of the I-:::SVEADORP ferry , which 
:-;as firmly in enemy hands. The Bn never concen­
trated. as a fight ing li!"..:.t after crossing. 

1 82 .  The priso�e�s i� the t e��is �curts 
near i)iv �.Q. :-!ere ·::ieg::.r.ning to feel the effec-'cs 
of short rat ions and. of �heir o;r.� shell ing and. 
r:1cr-ta.r:.r..g 1 and t·.rere begi�-!':.ing to �c..ot e  Geneva 
Co!'l .. -..-s!'lt ior'...s. 

1 83. From 22 S�p t:...�t il the �orning of 25 Sep 
it \·;az fo:; those in t!le pe!"i�ete:" a qi..1estior� of 
;·.ri t=:s-tar.dir..g co!!t:!.n".lous attacks ,  r:.or�a.ring and. 
shell ing. The fo:r-oe �-;as d:·rind.l i!1g steadily 
i::1 m.:mbers and strsng:n o,·ring to casual t ies i?J. 
officGrs ,. !!:.er. and ::ea.pon!3 1 and. t-:as becc:ning 
increasingly �hcrt of arr,.!!;unition. }Iuch patching 
oy small par, ies and frec,uent minor re-ad.j�st­
:it=nts of tr..e pe::-imeter' :4:ere r.ecessary , but 1 except 
:£'or -tl'.e del iberate closi;16 in cf  the north f,s.ce 
of the perimeter ,  li�'tle er !:C grcu_"'ld was lo�"t 
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and tho general lay-out remained the same 
- throughout the defence . From this t ime 
omre.rds rations and wate r  were very short and 
th� evacuation and. care o f  the wounded . was 
always a worry , as most of the time the M.D.S.  
was in enemy hands . Movement became very 
restricted. , owing t o  infiltrat ion of "Snemy 
snipers and ,.  latterly,  M.!,! .Gs . Blocking of 
r�ads and t::-acks by fallen t ree s , branches and 
by damaged. ve:hicles !!lade the use of the fe,w 
surv iving jeeps almost imposs ible . 

1 84 .  At about 0605 hrs on 25 Sep 1 the Div 
Ccr.:m�nder rc• ce iv0d. a l ettc:- from Com,-::ander,  
43 Div , 1.fhich e:;.--pia inr:d -cri..at SEC OND Arr.y ' s  
int ent ion was not nm·: t o  foru: a bridgehec!.d 
over the J:JE:DER RIJ}T n�ar AIDTI-:E:,I. It also gave 
t he plan for the wi thd.raua.l of t he Tiivision 
s outh of the river on what ever date  should be 
a.greed . The ·  Div Com.11a:?:dcr therefore informed 
43 Tih- by R/T that the wi thdrawa.l must take 
place on the night 25/26 Sep and this was shortly 
after agreed , It ,·:as t o  be known as Operat ior. 
'BERLIN ' .  

1 85 .  At t 030 hrs on 25 Sep , the Div Commander 
gave out his orders . Crossing �-as t o  start 
at 2200 hrs , and units were to withdraw.- · on a 
t in.Eld programme , by t,:o routes .  In g,meral 
those furth.:ist from the river were t o  start 
first . It ·.-,as not expected that e i th0r of 
tr.ese routes would be fr0e from enemy inter­
ferer.ce , but they were t he best possibl e ; one 
be i:ng 1..:n the west and. or..e on the east s ide of 
tho Div area . 1 Airlandi�g Bde and 4 Para 
:Bde •,1cre to  pos-t. g'J.ides on th,3 we st and cast 
routes respectively and Dh· R .E .  ,·!ere to mark 
the ;:ay to  the river from -che poir.:t ,·;here 
these rout es met th0 open grour...d. north of the 
ri,tor.  

1 36 .  Unit s were t9  rr.ove t o  the river in 
part ies of fourte en,  which number was approxi­
:ua.t0ly a bcati ca.d . :Boots :·,ere t o  be muffled 
so as to deaden th0 noise ar.d , if fired on, 
part ies were to take evasive act ion, and only 
fight if compelled t o ,  s o  as t o  avoid the dar.ger 
of ir.dis cri�i:nat� firing, On arrival at the 
rive r ,  pa:::-t ic s were to l ie d.m·:n U?"!ier cover 
of the b�r.k and a;rait the ir  -curn for a boat . 

1 87 ,  The g-J.ard. on the Div P ,\·l . Cage (all 
·•o' ·,n ... r>"'"'"' ) . ,., � -'- o r�,...., 0 .,., ; n po si· -'- i on t i· i l  01  <O " .L \..,.,i,  1.1 ..,, __ .._ ,�c;.,::> \, ,:;�.u;;..•-- - ... .,, _  ... -- _, 

::.ours , 26 SGp , ;;hen it ,·,as to wi t�draw as un­
cst.:::ntat icu;;:iy as possibl e . Tc.or� �-1ere about 
200 prisoners i:n the cage at this -c i�e . 
1 83 .  HQ Di·: :I. . A .  arranged with c . c . :a .A . , 30 
Corps , for a comprehensive artillery prcgrc:.mmc 
-t o  cover tho :-fr.ol c  withdrawal . Tho e[ficie!'lCY 
of this �:hen th� ;,ri thdra,·,-al be gar.. U..';.doubtedly 
con�ribut�d very largely to tho success of tho 
operat ion. 

': 89 . 25 Sep ·.-1as quiete r  -;;i-..a!l. the day befor� , 
bu� by �!'l.e e�1 of -the dD..y e!:e:n:,r ir..f�l �ration wa.s 
cons ider-�blo .  The cna:r.y were fi=inly !Stablishcd 
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in wood 795777 and. a shoot by 64 Medium 
Regiment was carried out on this area which, 
it should be noted, was in t he centr� of the 
Div position. At many other places snipers 
and som.; M.M.cs. w:.:rc in position insid.El our 
lines, and mos-t units were to some extent 
encircled and cut off from their neighbours. 
Such was the position when the withdra,·ral 
began . 

1 90 .  Right from the tiCTe of landing, the 
Dutch populat ion proved tr..emselves most help­
ful in providing inforrr.a.t io!1 and guides , and 
assist ing ,-:i-'ch the ;-1ou..YJ.ded. Tr-is tb3y continu.2d 
to do on all possicle occasions shroughout the 
operat ion, tn�ugh during the close encircle�ent 
of the Div peri�eter from D + 3 t ill  the evacua­
tion , assistance was inevitably l i::iited. 

THE WITRDR�i-IAL TO IU..,'1,SGEN. 

1 91 .  At 2 1 45 hrs , 25 Sep the first units to 
withdraw . .  c:::-ossed the starting line , which uas 
the road bet;,een road junction 792774 and Ch1JRCR 
796774. The enemy was morta:i:ing a::id shelling 
very heavily �t this time, which made things 
dificult for the first units to move. 

1 92. However, e.bout 2200 hrs the ener;1y fire 
slackened c>.nd , though there ,-ras a considerable 
amount of spasmodic shelling, mortaring, iviMG 
fire and cniping, it did not seriously interf�re 
with  movement . The enemy made no move himself 
to prevent the wi thdra:-:al ·, for which 30 Corps 
artillery concentrations were· no doubt la:::-gely 
responsible. 

1 9 3. . T!l.e night :·:a.s dark with an overcast sky, 
heavy rain and a strong wind ; most suitable 
conditions for the occasi��. 

1 94,  Ferrying across the river began at 2200 
hrs as planned. , and. continued throughout the 
night . The beha.vio•.ir of the troops during 
the withdra,-:al and the lo;:1g wait that most of 
them had ir. the cold rain beside the river was 
exemplary , particularly for r:len who had been 
fighting continuously for r.ine days, and for 
scme ,·rho had :-,ad practical ly r..ei ther sleep nor 
food and only very 'l ittle ,·ia.ter. 

1 95 .  By dawn en 26 S.ep , when cperations had 
to cease , a;prcx 1 700 all ra.r-�n of the Division 
and 420 Gl iier ?ilots tad been ferried across. 
About 300 ::ier. ss ill resained. , all who could s·,ri.:: 
n.a.ving already d.or..e so. 

1 96. :"..fter crossing, all ranks l'!!arched t� - a 
R. V. south of DRBL , ,·1here rw:i ,  tea, hot food. 
and a bla.!!.'lcet ,·;ere p:covided by 43 Div ; ar.. e:cceller.t 
and ffiuch appreciated re=ep� ion. 

1 97. Too much praise ::annot be given to the 
excellence cf the arrange�ents made by 43 Div for 
the crossing of the river ar.d subsequent transport 
1-ras provided. !'re::: :DR::r::EL to NI.TI-iEGE:tr ,,here the 
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re�ins of the Division �ere concentrated by 
1 200 hrs , 26 Sep. 

THE RET'uRI'f FROM MIJLl!EGEN TO rj .K . 

1 98 .  At 1 430 hrs , 26 Sep, the. G. O. C. h�ld a 
conference at 1TIJI,'JEG3N1 the chief points being 
the collect ion and reorgc1.nisation of units, 
clothing of perconnel and composit ion of. 
nomi:nal rolls by uni ts of all those present'. 
-�-ccc:T�'!lodat ion :·m.s allotted on the basis of 
one building for both Para Bdes , one for 1 
Airlar:d.i11g Bel� and a thi::'C. for 1Jiv Troops ar,.d 
Gl id.e;r Pilots . 

1 9� .  T�e ' Seaborne tai.1 1 of tne �ivision c�d 
already arrived. in NIJI-1EGE}I, a!"ld had been ablt: 
t� prepare this accommodat ion . This also 
meant that the great majority of the survivors 
rece ived their large packs containing a complete 
change of clothing. 

200 . Advance parties �-rere ordered to move 
early en 27 Sep to GR�VE airfield in order to 
fly to ·u. K. , prior to the return of the Division 
by air to its normal locat ions. On 27 Sep , 
ho::ever , it ,;as found that GRAVE airfield could 
not be used and so a small advance party under 
the A . A .  & Q. M.G.  went by road to BRUSSZLS and 
thence to U.K,  by air . 

20 1 .  Th0 morn ing of 27 Sep i·ra.s spent i n  reorg­
anisat ion and clearing up prior to t he D ivision 
being paraded for a visit b-y Lt . Gen. F,A ,M, 
Bro;ming 1 Cornr;;.a1ldcr ,'!.i:::bcrnc Corps , at 1 700 hrs. 
Ee visi tod all thre;e buildings 1 aj;· each explained 
the big picture of Opera:t ion 1 T'-!AR.KET 1 , and ccmpl i­
::::er.:tod the Divis ion on its achievement :::: ,  

202. On 26 2.nd 27 Sep the G. O . C .  visited 30 Corps , 
43 Div and 64- Med Regt ,  R.A .  ar.d t:�'U'.ked them fo:­
their o.ssist�.nce to the Divisio11 both dur ing th.:i 
bc:.ttlo 2-nd the i-:ithd.rm-;.:i.l. On 23 Sep G . o. c .  
visited H, Q. SECOND Army and had hmch with the 
Army Corr'..m:..nd.cr. He then ,·rent to Tee H. Q.. , 2 1  
Army Group ,-;here he spent tho night as t h e  g.iest 
of Field 1i2..rsh2.l !fontgomery. 

20 3 .  r.n the "vening of 27 Sep , inst:"..lct ions 
,.-,ere issued fer the move of the whole Tiivision , 
incb.ciing Gl id.cr Pilot s ,  by ro::?.ci to .i)J:EST 'tne 
next d.ny, prior t o  re:tur!:ing to U . K. by air from 
:CEUSS:Z:LS. This move ,-.,as coi:rol e,ted. ,ritnout 
incident by approx 20CO hrs , - 28 Sep , but ;;o LOUVAET 
instead of DIEST � T:.11.c form.er wc..s much ne�rer 
BRUSSELS �iriicld �nd hz.d bet ter acco:n:nod.o.t ion. 
Thc J)ivision spent a most comfortable ni�t in 
LO'JV .. Ul-T, as a rcs1 ... l t of the excellent c.rro.ngemcnts 
:...ade by Rear E. Q.. , SEcmm Aroy . The route ta!<on 
from from }TIJ?iEGElI to L CUVAil! ·,1as via EDlDHCJvEN 
;?..nd DEST . 
204. On 29 Sep , al thcugh the :-:ca t her �-ra:; ,.;nprooising, 
420 Glider Pilot s  i-/erc evac$tcd to the U. K. During 
--::nc morning , :,ia jor G.:.nc r:::.l W il li�.ms, Com.rrn.nding 
General , 9�� Troc,p Ca.rri'J:;r Con'!l�nci, flew o,;e!' in his 
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own circro.ft to pick up tho G . O.C. The ·latter 
i::a.s met a.t CR.Alit'!ELL by Lieut . General Brereton, 
Commanding General, First All icd Airborne Army, 
o.nd by Major General Crawford , Director of Air. 
Tho wec:thor wc.s not vory good until e.bout 1400 
hrs, when it claarcd sufficiently, and be:twecn 
then and 1630 hrs tho whole of the survivors of 
the.: Div�, less 1 and 4 Par::>. Bdcs o.nd R.A.S  . C .  
r-.2..d. taken off . 1 A::.:- Lc.nd.ing Bdc went to  

HOODEALL SPA ,  �tithin uc.lking distance of their 
bil lets c'.r.d the rmn2.indcr L:mdod o.t BARKSTON 
i--:EA. TH �nd. S.ALTBY. 

205 . On 30 Sep tho rcm:J..ining su:-vivor� Nore 
clo2.rcd during the morning �nd ,-;ere ill back 
i?;. their nor��l l oc:c:t ions by :cbo:.it 1 400 hrs . 

206 .  Thus ended opcr::;.tion r,IAR.T<E':', tho sixt0cr.th 
oper�t ion pl:3.nnod by the division since 6 Jun 44 : ·  
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P A R T  II. 

ADI-tIIUSTRATIVE ASPECT OF T!<:C: OPERATION. 

207. f..J3 the role allotted to the Di vision after 6_ Jun 44 t·:as in 
effect that of sta."l.ding by to car-;y ou.t at short notice, with or 
Nithout assistance of U. S. Airborne Divs , operations of widely 
varying natures anywhere in FRANCE or , later , in the LOH COUNTRIES , 
a.ny administrative plan had to be� -

(a) Flexible - to cope 11ith the varying t;ypes of opera­
t i ons , va.l;'ying Orders of Battle and the varied nu�bers 
of aircraft allotted to ,ae a.c'.ministrative echelon. 

(b) S imple - so as to �e easily assimilat ed by u�its in 
the short time available for briefing. 

208. The continual planning and subsequent cancellation of operations 
enabled the administrative drill to be uorked out a.>1d the administrative 
plan to be thoroughly understood by all. All Administrative Ord.ers 
were based on two comprehensive Administrative Instructions issued 
prior to 6 Jun and, for operations planned subsequently , the only 
details to be sent out were : -

( a) Allotment to Transit Camps. 

(b) Allotment of troop carrying transport to airfields. 

( c )  Allotment of aircraft t o  administrative echelon. 

(d) Details of re-supply. 

( e )  Locations of Div Fi-iC and PH Cage. 

( f)  ifoney exchange ar:-angements. 

LAUNCHING OF OPEF3,TIOrr. 

209. Transit Ca.�ps occupied ,:..ried according to the allotment of 
units to airfields , uhich was necessarily different for ea.ch operation. 
For operation i-l:'3.iCET both Parachute Bd.es , who ,,rere ta.'i<ing off from 
airfields · in the GRP.!TTHAM area, utilised their o,·m billets , ;-rhilst 
the remainder cf the Division oc��pied ca.mps on airfields in the South, 
ex-tending from I:L<\.RGATE to TAP.RA.MT RUSHTON, in Dorset. Allocation of 
troops tp camps is she,-m at Appendi..--.: 1 A 1 • 

210. The movement of troops to transit camps and thereafter to 
airfields required more transport than could be provided from Divisional 
resources. Three extra War Office controlled RASC Coys were, there­
fore, attached to the Div during the preparatory period but , working 
or. an allotm�nt of one vehicle per stick of parachutists , even these 
might not have been suf:icient had the ,·,hole Division had to take off 
in one lift. 

I-!.AI11TENAfTCE PI.All". 
21 1 .  Based on the asS"J.ra.nce that the Div was to be lin.�ed up with 
ground forces after four days , the mai:c:.tenance plan ,ras follows :-

( a ) Sun-olies. All troops to land with t,·10 24-hr ra�icns pe:­
�a.n, one emergency ration_ per man. All gliders 
to carry one box of Ccmpio. 

• • • • •  /(b) . 
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Petrol. 350 miles per vehicle. . . 
Ammunition. 1 st Line Scales plus a considerable a.�ount 

of certain extra ammunition carried in: -

( i )  Spare containers by Units. 

(ii ) 
(iii) 

Airborne vehicles of RASC. 

Bulk loaded Hamilcars (see para 
21 6 below) . 

It was appreciated that the following types of a,mnuni tion 
would be particularly required and tnese types formed the bulk of 
the. load of the RA.SC vehicles a..,d P..a.�ilca:-� : -

75 

(d) 

( e ) . 

(f) . 

mm. 6-pr. 

Ordnance. 

REUE. 

�-

(g). Provost. 

ORDER. OF BA'ITLE. 

3" Uc:- EE. FIAT 

It .-ras not consid.ered that a :arge Ordnance 
detachment ,·ras necessary but only sufficient 
person.,el to receive, list and issue stores 
received by air . A certain amount of space 
was , hot·1ever , allotted to ordnance stores in 
the bulk loaded F.amilcars. See Appendix ' B' .  

It was thought that the main task o f  HEME 
would probably be the mainte:'3.IlCe of wireless 
sets and weapons a.'lc. that there t·rou.ld be no 
time er opportu.'lity during the operation for 
major repairs to vehicles. All jeeps were, 
however , supplied with spares in order that 
repairs could be carried out by their drivers. 

One Para platoon dropped or landed with each 
.Bd.e. Five gliders were allotted to  each Para. 
platoon for the carriage of their jeeps and 
trailers which uould be used to carry spa.re 
ammunition for the Edes in the initial stages , 
but would later revert to control of the CRASC 
for the use in clearing Div supply drops. 
The balance of 1 8  Horsa Gliders were used to 
transport half one light transport p:.atoon, 
ruse, who i·rere to c-a:rry Div spare ammunition 
and to carry . ·/; �- ·-· · ":.  ,RAEC duties within 
the Div. 

One Sec of Provoct dropped or landed '1-;i th 
each Bde end two Secs with Div HQ. Their 
duties Ncre normal. 

21 2. For detailed Order of Battle of A/Q Sta.ff and Services see 
Appendix ' C '  • 

SUPPLY BY AIR. 
21 3. Before departure, lists of ammunition and stores required for 
supply by air , ba.sed on the figures of aircraft available ,  had been 
given to  HQ Airborne Troops. Certain SDPs had been pre-selected. 

Marking of SDPs was to be carried out by 21 Indep P ara Coy 
u.sing .Eurekas on predetermined frecr.iencies. After drop all stores 
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were t o  be cleared to Div !,Ia.int Area by R/1.SC and issued to units on 
demand. Any surpluses built up were to  be handed over to  HQ Airborne 
Corps on its arrival. 
21 4. 
buted 

That the re-supply of the Div was unsuccessful ca.n be attri­
t o  various factors, the main of which were: -

( a) In t he early stages la.ck of communications prevented 
changes in SDPs being notified t o  Base. 

(b) The strength of the enemy Flak defences caused donsiderable 
loss to  aircraft, forced them t o  take evasive action and 
prevented accurate dropping. 

(c)  The comparatively small size of the Div perimeter, combined 
,-rith (b) above, meant that the major portion of the re­
supply fell into enemy hands. 

( d) Lacie of communications between ground and air prevented 
t he e:ica.ct location of SDPs being notified t o  the aircraft 
t·rhen overhead. Some fom of VCP in future is essential. 

( e) The constant shelling and mortaring and consequent loss 
of vehicles made collection and distribution on a Div and 
even Bd.e level in the later stages impossible. Units 
merely recovered what they could fror.i containers dropping 
in their O"l-m area. 

21 5. Details of stores dropped, aircraft losses and approximate 
figures of the re-supply actually recovered are shown in Appendices 
'D ' ,  1E 1 and ' F ' .  

BULK LOADED HAf.ULCARS . 

2i6. A jeep and trailer carried in a Horsa Glider ca.n never really 
ca:rry economical loads of ammunition and supplies a.nd it had always 
been appreciated that a supply drop t·ras at best a somewhat cha.n� 
business. It i;ras , therefore, decided to experiment in l oading three 
Hamilcars completely with stores a.nd using RASC transport to  clear 
them to t he Div 1-Iaintenance Area on arrival . For loads carried see 

Appendix. ' B' .  

21 7. All these Hamilcars landed safely and two were completely 
unloaded, the third falling into enemy hands. The loo.ds of these 
two Hamilcars proved invaluable and formed the ,basis of the Div FMCs 
which were set up early in the operation. With re-supply being the 
somewhat doubtful factor that it is, the bulk loaded Hamilcars or 
Rorsas would appear to be the solution t o  the maintenance of Airborne 
Divisions provided that distances are not t oo great to  prevent stores 
being ferried from the LZ to  the troops. 

SEA.BORNE TAIL. 
21 8. The Divisional Seaborne Tail of 1 000 vehicles had been despatched 
to FRANCE some six weeks previously. It t·ra.s loaded with 2nd line ammu­
nition, explosives, 2 days Compo rati ons for the whole Div, 50 miles of 
petrol for every vehicle, men's packs, coolcing equ.ipm�nt and office 
equipment. In addition as it t·ras appreciated t hat supplies of 75 mm 
Ho,·r might be difficult to obtain overseas ea.ch vehicle carried 1 2  rounds 
of 7 5  mm How giving a total of 4, 500 rounds over and above 2 nd line 
allotment. Numbers of vehicles a.nd det�:i ls of l oads carried by RASC 
vehicles are shoim at Appendix ' G ' .  The Officer i/c Sea.borne transport 
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was instructed to proceed as close after the leading ground 
forces as possible and an order of priority for the move for 
the Seaborne vehicles was la.id dol'm. 

219 . The Sea.borne Tail a.rri v:ed with the ·f orwa.rd troops of . the 
Guards Armoured Div early. in the Operation, and had they made 
contact would have been invaluable in replenishing the Div. As 
it \·ras , they proved e:ctremely useful to  HQ Airborne Corps who 
handed the 75 mm ammunition over t o  the .American Divs and used , 
the medical stores ,  rum, rations etc. , for Units of the Airborne 
Corps and for maintaining the Div after its withdra-t·ral across 
the R. LEK. 

DIA..,ff OF EVENT3 .  
220. Day t o  day account of events as they affected th� admini­
strative side is given at Appendix ' H' .  


