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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE FOR 
AIRBORNE AND TROOP CARRIER UNITS 

LIAISON. 

STAPF PROCEDURE. 

OPERATING PROCEDURE. 

JOINT R ESPONSIBILITIES OF AIRBORNE AND TROOP CARRIER 
COMMANDERS. 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF TROOP CARRIER UNITS. 

REsPONSJBILITIES OF AIRBORNE UNITS. 

ANN ·XURl:l 1 SCHEDULE OF PLANNING FOR AIRBORNE OPERATIONS. 

ANNIDCURE 11 NAVIGATION AND EMPLOYMENT OF PATHFINDER UNITS. 

I. Object 
The object of this memorandum is to provide a common basis upon which 

th training and operations of allied airborne and troop carrier units can be 
conducted, and to define the responsibilities of the First Allied Airborne Army 
and the Airborne and Troop Carrier commanders. 

SECTION I 

LIAISON 
2. General 

Upon receipt of directives or orders to p_articipate in training or_ com~at 
missions the commanding officers of the a1Tborne and troop earner umts 
concom;d will immediately exchange experienced and competent liaison 
officer~ to act as advisors and co•ordinators on all matters of common interest. 
Such exchange of liaison officers will prevail through all echelons as soon as 
assignments are issued down through the commands. 

3, Duties 
Duties of the liaison officer will be :-
( t) To represent his unit commander at the Headquarters to which he is 

nssigned. 
(2) To net as advisor to the c?mmanding officer to whom he is assigned on 

matters pertaining to his own command. 
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of plans, mar8halHng, anct 

SECIIO II 

SIAil PllOCEDlJRE 

vi..,,..,._UJ"n..~-~g and detail of matters requiring decision are 
x,;: '"'~-~ :.::.z SCHEn -LE OF PLAJ ... _ -G attached at Annexure I. 

:.. Sehe.dJde • ·z be adhered to throughout all stages of planning. 
· ~ po~~- e date after receipt of directives OT orders to 

g combat missions, the commanding officers 
phmnm.g conference, accompanied by such staff 

vLTimna:nc1en- a liaison officers as are necessary, and will arrive 
a:r.::np!!rete on all matter pertaining to the mission and its 

,..,_.,.,-leted Air Mo ement Table with the associated 
g and t1 ansporte.d units to airfields must be 

ge · order that detailed planning and auangemetis 
be completed at the earliest possible date. 

ftnsce Caittt 
CO!llDlltled J)la:DDl~ and conference centre will be established with the 

nea~ry to concerned. 

!!'-~ ... -.. for air movement tables, loading tables, and loa~ 
be cmp)oyed. Additional forms for internal and domest1c 
be at discretion of the Formation Unit co1D.J11anders 
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SECTION Ill 

OPERATING PROCEDURE 
8. Airfield Organization 

airfi~{d ~ 11 a;~field command post, plajnly marked, will be established at era.eh 
. 'tor e use of the commanders involved. It will normally be in c]o~e 

~roxt1;1~Y !~ the ~ying control building. Both liaison officers and two air for~ 
espa c n ers will be located at this command post. 

. (b) The command post will be connected by telephone with the tr:oop 

Pbil_letingBareas, the loading areas, the traffic control officer, and the airfield 
nvate ranch Exchang~. 

~c) The co?1mand post will be provjded from air force sources with a radio 
equipped vehicle, tuned on flying control channels, for the use of the troo;> 
earner commander or his liaison officer. 

9. Loading · of Aircraft 

(a) The · troop carrier unit commander will provide the airborne unft 
commander, through the liaison officer, with a parking diagram of all aircraft 
including gliders, which will show by number the location of aircraft and tiu; 
sequence of take~off. 

(b) All aircraft, including gliders, will be numbered on both sides of the 
fuselage. 

(c) Guides will be provided from airborne units and wm be posted at a 
convenient place, on or near each airfield, under the control of the airborne 
liaison officer, to direct each truck-load of airborne troops to its respective 
aircraft. Each truck will be numbered to correspond with the aircraft for which 
it is intended. 

(d) A reserve of planes and gHders will be maintained at each airfield. 
Priority allotment will be made by the airborne liaiso1: offi_cer. The time of 
take-off of allotted reserve aircraft is dependent on the s1tuat1on at the moment 
and is the responsibility of the troop carrier unit commander. 

10. Tug Glider MarsbaJling 
(a) Airfields from which gliders wi~l be launched w~l be predesignated and 

will be equipped with additional workmg and marshalling a:eas. . 
(b) Marshalling and take-off procedures wil! ?e standa:d1zed for all airfields 

in order to provide for complete interchangeability of equipment and crews. 

11. Despatching Arrangements . . 
(a) Each airfield will adopt the standard dispatching system outlined m the 

following paragraphs :-
(b) P -dronning operations ara rr . . . d to the port side and forward of 

(1) The Co~trol Officer will:: p~~:;in~isible to the pilot .. The Control 
the arrcr~ft s~ as to . p . als to the pilot to tax1 and take-off. 
Officer will give execut~ve s1~ da and light signals by night 
Light or flag signals will be given by y 

(white-taxi, green-take-off, red-stop). 
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(2) An Assistant Control Officer will be sta~ioned alo:11g the runway at 
'tion estimated to be that at which the aircraft will b a 

P?Sbl me The Assistant Control Officer will signal to the Cecolll.e 
aIT o . h . ft b . ontrol Officer by white light as eac alfcra ecomes airborne. 

(c) Glider operations 
(l) The Control Officer and A~sistant Co~trol Officer will _be stationed as 

for para-dropping operat10ns and will use the same signals. 
(2) The Assistant Control Officer will have telephone communication w·th 

the Control Officer and the Control Officer with the airfield conuna~d 
post. . . . . 

(3) A towmaster will be stationed at the posit10n of ghder " hook-up." 
He will signal to the Control Officer by pre-arranged flag signal or 
white light as each glider is prepared for take off. As soon as the 
runway is clear the Control Officer will give the white signal to taxi 
forward. The towmaster will give a green signal to the Control 
Officer when the rope slack has been taken up. When the Control 
Officer has received this green signal from the towmaster and the 
signal from the Assistant Control Officer that the preceding 
combination has become airborne, he will give the green signal to 
the pilot to take-off. Thereafter the Control Officer stands clear and 
moves to the next combination, takes up position, and repeats the 
process. 

(d) All Control Officers will be operationally qualified officers. They will be 
furnished with the necessary enlisted or other rank assi-stants. 

12. Pathfinding and Navigation 
Navigation and pathfinding activities will be in accordance with Annexure II 

to this memorandum. 

13. Formation 
(a) Standard formations are prescribed in order to expedite training and to 

simplify procedures. However, it is recognized that special situations may 
demand a variation from the standard. Such variations will be mutually agreed 
to by airborne and troop carrier commanders concerned and approved by the 
next higher headquarters. 

(b) Parachute dropping formation 

(1) BRITISH aircraft, by day, will fly in a column of 3 ship Vs. BRITISH 
~ir~aft, by night, will fly by single ships on concentrated accurate 
t1mmg. 

(2) AMERICAN aircraft will fly 3 ship V s. in V, day and night. 
(c) Jum~ altitudes ~ill be not less than 400 feet by day and 500 feet by_ nigbt 

a~ove t~e hig~~st !erra1~ in the drop zone. During the drop, the C-47 atrcraft 
wdl fly m the tail-up position. 

(d) Glider tug formation 

(1) BRITISH combinations, by day, will fly in 3 " streams" aircra~t Iine 
aStem. BRITISH combinations, by night, will fly in single units on 
concentrated accurate timing. . 

(2) AM!RICAN combinations will fly in a column of two to four units 
ec eloned to the right or left, both day and night. 
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14. Troop Procedure aboard aircraft, including Signals 
(a) C.47 type troop carrier 

(1) T~enty (20) minutes from the D.Z. (dropping zone), pilot will alert the 
JUmp-master/(U.S.)/stick-commander (BR), who will make an initial 
check of men and equipment. 

(2) Four (4) minutes from the D.Z., pilot will tum on RED light. 

(3) Wh~n over the D.Z. with the aircraft in the proper attitude the pilot 
will tum on the GREEN light as the" go" signal. The flashing on 
of the GREEN light is a command to " go " at that instant. 

( 4) The jump will be made on the green light unless some condition in the 
aircraft precludes a safe exit. 

(5) Prior to take-off, the jump-master (U.S.)/stick-commander (BR) ·will 
instruct the crewchief '(U.S.) omb-aimer or navigator (BR) in the 
correct procedure for the release of the parapacks. When the red 
light is flashed on, the crewchief (U.S.)/bomb-aimer or navigator BR) 
will take his position forward of the door, wearing his interphone 
helmet, so as to provide alternative means of communication in the 
event of failure of the green light. 

(b) BRITISH bomber type troop carrier.-For troops jumping from 
BRITISH bomber type aircraft there will be a 20 minute warning as in 
14 (a) (1) above. A final warning will be given when there are five minute to 
go. The red light will be turned on fifteen (15) seconds before reaching the DZ. 
Troops will jump upon the green light being turned on. 

15. Procedure for Signalling to Glider 

(a) Ten (10) minutes warning of cast-off will be given to the glider pilot by 
the tug pilot. 

(b) Command to cast off will be given by the tug pilot when at appropriate 
position on the approach leg. 

(c) Warning and order to cast off will be given o er the inter_c?~ system and 
confirmed by Aldis lamp. In the absence of intercom fac1line , complete 
reliance will be placed in the Aldis lamp. 

(d) If in the opinion of the tug pilot, the glider pilo~ has not rel~ e~ when 
he should have done so, the tug pilot will release the glider so that n will land 
in the landing area. 

SECTIO IV 

.JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES OF AIRBOAATE AND TROOP 
CARRIER COMMANDERS 

16. General 

Unit commanders will be joint!~ respon~ible _ for reac~g 
O 

~~::::~; 

agreement and understanding on all points contam~d m the Pla~:. t enable 
(Annexure I) and will issue the necessary or?~rs m such detail as with the 
commanders of lower units to proceed to trammg and arrangements 
fullest understanding of the problems involved. 
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17. Requir~ments 

Commanding officers of units on battalion and group level wil} 
that :- reqlJ.ire 

(a) Pilots and troop comm.anders understand and prepare the a . 
parts of all forms. PPr0Pnate 

(b) Each pilot signs his copy of Form B and has it available 
arrival of the airborne troops. Each tr~op commander wiltt~! ~e 
copy of the form completed upon arrival at the aircraft a d his 
compare with the pilot for correctness of assignment n Will 

(c) Pilot and jump-master (U.S.)/stick-commander (BR) carry out th 
prescribed inspection of aircraft and equipment and compl ~ 
Form B by signing in the proper place certifying that the inspetti:n 
has been made. 

(d) Upon completion of the Form B, two copies are left with the Airborne 
Liaison Officer, one for air records, and one for ground records. 
Additional copies will be furnished as required by higher head. 
quarters in each situation. One copy will be retained by the tr op 
commander in order that he may make a check of his personnel 
after landing on the D.Z. or L.Z. 

SECTION V 

RFSPONSIBILITIES OF TltE TROOP CARRIER C01\Th1ANDER 

18. Troop Canier Commanders 

A troop carrier commander will be responsible for the executi n fall ;e~ 
contained in the check list of the planning Schedule (Annexure I artach_th·:S 
so far as they apply to his level. He will reach a complete agreement WI 
opposite. airborne commander on all matters. 

19. Groap and Squadron Commanders 

Commanding officers of groups and squadrons will be resp nsible f r :

(a) Taping of doorway and projections. 

(b) Proper functioning of lights, accessories, bundle orb mb r k~, f8 

Re~Eureka intercom, visual signals, etc.. uir<d y 
(c) Pr~viding all airforce accessories and special eqwpment re . 'E .. 

air~rne unit for a particular operation, e.g. Reb 
eqwpment. . ot, 

(d) Providing emergency equipment including air/sea res u eql.llpn 

(e) eonducting air/sea rescue drills and ·ditching procedure. 

(/) Completion of all forms applicable to their units. 
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Hl ) . I 'I 1111111111, 1111 II I 

( tn t \ urn, '-'I ,H, nl I h Ii 1\11 llt I "'IHIIII '' ( 11 i )/ I • J. , 1111111111111l1 t 

po~tnl it\ th nilu1111 II II I I 11111111,·d 011 n,, 1111111111 II 1111 I 1111 J I 
t ' ' I \ II II h ,,, 1 I 1 1111 

l.'011 \Ill( I I. 111 ' Ill "" 1111 l1111d 11/1 111 1111 

(I) ·1:h ll' W h cl'{\1 ,, ./1111111!11111111 i 
tuncth)t11n , ,,r ,11 \'\rnt 1111 1 1 111111 111 1°, (1&1 )w 11,11111, 11,, ,,,,,,d 
cont:\inn·~ u, h)•1d d h 'l ,, ~,1 , ,' 1111 111111 ,11 1111d w II h1 1111 'HI wl11 II 1111 

· 1, t • I l p I I I II I I' t I(' 'I j 
\1 f'l't: c.lt•tail•d Hll'll •t 1 1 1 1 , ,n 1 11111111 ► 1111ll111111, 11 11, 
(BR) re ar Ho ' llll t 111 1 o/n r:~ '. H1'·"1'1 t II lllllplllll 11 I (11 ,: ,)/II I C c11111111111d, , 

l II ll I 0111 I II( I I 

(c) Th 1 ilot will nu,~, hrnd tll l'I , 1 
minut s pri,)1' to li1m or c 111pl1111 ,, • ''"I" •h,·1 •1\ nl t lw , u·, 11 11 I I, , I Y c H>) 

(d) Th 1 ii t will i1111111.·dl11I I I t i I I 
born· liui ,on nm~1..•r II his i · ·· r t ~l ll , •·n1111111111d11H nll1 •1, 1111d 1111 " ' 
andwillu"i ' t ' tl .. ,,~11111 w,1 ool lH uhlc '" t11k ofl '"' i lwdi,l . 

s ml ttanNl1nlth lo11dtofh p11n1111·11tll11 Klltd , 

21. Durh1g· the Drop 
(a) The pilot will maintain th pr • ·d ht·d ult frnll•. 1111 fudt 

prescribed for a h ty1 or n ir I'll l't. . wd p,: ·cl 

. (b~ The pil t i~ -47 uir ·rnllfl mb-uin1 1 111 IIHl'l 181 I bomb , lyp iii, , 11 n 
wtll give the warnrng and jum1 si nnls. 

. (c) ~he crew chi~f (U.~ .)/bomb-uim r or navl 1utor (BH) will ·0111ply with 
mstructions concernmg the rcl use f ·ont11l11 1'H 1111d wlll d 1 •1111111 rli:tl 
~ontainers Jiavc been rnlem;ed. I le will notify t h pilot wh •11 1111 "' 11 huv 
Jumped and when the containcrn have h · n dror,p ·d. Tit pilot will 01 ·11 

release the automatic salvo $witch. 

(d) The crew chief (U.S.)/bomb-uimcl' or n11vip,ator (BR) 
radio operator or other designated crew m ·mhcr will r,ull in tatic line~ and 
will turn them and any equipment left in the aircrnrt over to lhc rntrad111tc; 1111il 
upon landing. 

22. Gliders 
The loading, inspection and handling_ of gliders wilJ bo accompli hcd aH 

outlined for the airplane in so far as it applies. 

SECTION VI 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AIRBORNE COMMANDER 

23. Airborne Commanders . 

The airborne comma~der will be resl?onsib~e!:/hl:::~~~~o~ ~{ia~!~~~ 
contained in the check li~t of the PHlanm;lg r~~ch com~lete agreement with his 
so far as they apply to his level. e w 
opposite troop carrier commander on all matters. 
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DIRECTIVE 
FROM 

S.H.A.E.F. 

I 
CONFERENCE 
F.A.A.A. WITH 

ISSUANCE AND 
APPROPRIATE DISTRIBUTION 
ARMY GROUP ,- t-

OF A PLANNING ON STUDY BY F.A.A.A. 
OUTLINE 

I PLAN 

)/~ 
. 44/i3 MRS/61 C.1.H 11tn 

SCHEDULE OF 

A., 

INITIAL PLANNIN G 
CONFERENCE 

b):' F.A.A.A. with Airborne 
Air Commanders involved. and 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(/) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

General plan of whole operation 

Mission of the airborne units 
to include general destinatio 
date_ and approximate hour 0~ 
landing. 

Command and composition of 
airborne units . 

Command of and composition 
an~ equipment of Air Force 
units to provide lift. 

Operational control. 

Outline plan for supply and 
resupply . 

Air support plan for convov 
and for ground operations. · 

Airfields available for operation 
and route limitations. 

Plan for co-ordination with 
other forces. 

(j) Cover plan . 

(k) Security plan . 

(/) Planning and responsibility for 
rehearsal. 

(m) 

(n) 

(o) 

(p) 

(q) 

Intell igence and sources of 
intelligence including photo
graphs, maps, models and 
priorities for obtaining them. 

Signals and communications 
arrangements. 

Special equipment an? admin
istration arrangements mcluding 
air/sea rescue equipment. 

Navigational aids. 

Arrangements f~r altering or 
cancelling operatton. 

APPEN01x F 

PLANNING FOR 
__ AI--:R~BO~R~N~E~O~P:!E~RA~T~IO~N~ 

-- B.1 
Al INI'l'JiA ~;-L~S;:;:T;:U::D:-:1:-E-S-----, 

RBOR.NE COMMANDER 

(a) Mission and 1 Unit P an of action of 
upon landing. 

(b) Strength d .. 
Unit. an compos1t1on of 

(c) E · 
taqu1pmei:it and weapons to be 
. ken w,thm weight r · tions. 1m1ta~ 

(d) Com · · II PboOSih?n and equipment of 
a su . rdmate Units and their 
commnment priority. 

(t) Lift re';luirements of subordin
ate Umts. 

H Ul Training and rehearsal require- \ 
ments. 

H 

(g) 

(h) 

(j) 

Supply and resupply require
ments. 

Amphibious lift requirements . 

Intelligence requirements, 
reconnaissance. 

(k) Movements and bivouac re
quirements. 

B.2 

INITIAL STUDIES - TROOP 
CARRIER COMMANDER 

(a) Availability and status of air
craft, equipment and crews. 

(b) Condition and equipment of 
available airfields. 

(c) Intelligence information !nd 
further intelhg_ence requ,re
meuts, reconnaissance. 

(d) Meteorological 
information. 

astronomical 

(t) Restrictions imposed. by 
for co-ordinating with 
Services. 

plans 
other 

(/) 

(g) 

(h) 

(j) 

Tentative flight plans. 

Air support plan and require
ments. 

ements at deparrure airt:[d;~0 inclu~~ _traffic control 
and service fac1ht1es. 

. . of pathfinder air-
Prov1S1on . Jude system for 
raft to me . 

c k' landing and dropping mar mg 
grounds. 

C.1 

CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE AIRBORNE AND 

TROOP CARRIER 
COM ANDER 

(a) Number and types of available 
aircraft. 

(h) Load capaci ty of each type of 
aircraft. 

(c) Definite sel• \:tion of L.Zs and 
D.Zs. 

(d) Pathfinder methods and require-
ments. 

(,) Size and shape of aerial forma-
tions. 

(f) Order of ar ival at D.Zs and 
L.Zs. 

(g) Air Movemi nt Tables. 

(h) Allotment o aircraft and air
fields to eacl Airborne Unit. 

(j) Communica ions arrangements 
in departure areas. 

(k) Supply and esupply plans. 

(/) Plans for r ovements to and 
billetin11 at , rfields. 

(m) Plans for lpading to include 
parking dia1 rams, t iming, and 
motor transport tuffic control. 

( n) Disposition of glider pilots, 
parachutes and containers after 
landing in c mbat zone. 

(o) Training an rehearsals. 

( p) Briefing arrangements. 

(q) Reconnaissa.~ce arrangements. 

(r) Signals &rnJ gements. 

(s) Security arrangements. 

~ 

ANNEXURE 1 

S.H.A.E.F. Op Memo No. 1:z 
dated 13th March l()<M 

(issued 4th November 194-4) 

D1 

PLANS AND ORDERS OF 
AIRBORNE COMMANDER 

(a) Training programme. 

(b) Rehearsal plans. 

(c) Initiation of steps necessary to 
obtain special equipment re
quired. 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

Movement to departure bases 
and occupation of base 
bivouacs. 

Loading plans. 

Air Movement Table. 

Field orders for operation to 
be conducted immediately upon 
landing. 

(h) Supply and resupply plan. 

(j) Final briefing, issue counter 
sign, exact destination made 
known to all ranks. 

D.2 

PLANS AND ORDERS OF 
TROOP 

CARRIER COMMANDER 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(j) 

(g) 

(h) 

(j) 

(lr) 

(I) 

(m) 

(n) 

(o) 

(p) 

(q) 

Training programme. 

Rehearsal programme. 

Procurement of rehearsal 
facilities. 

Procurement of additional ser-
vice facilities . 

Loading plans. 

Movement Table. 

Intelligence. 

Flight plan. 

Preliminary briefing of key 
personnel. 

Traffic control. air and ground. 

Plan for ser\l icin11 and re
placement. 

Field Orden. 

Security arrangements. 

Final briefing. 

Forced landing and air/sea 
rescue procedure. 

Escape procedure. 


