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INTRODUCTORY

OPERATION “MARKET GARDEN"

17 = 26 September 194)

GENERAL

1. (a) This Operation carried out by Second Army, with 1 British
Airborne Corps under ocommand, was known as "Operation
MARKET GARDEN",

(b) To avoid confusion the operation carried out by 30 Corps

was known as "GARDEN", and that carried out by Airborne
Troops as "MARKET".

OBJECT

25 The object of this reoport is to record and to describe
30 Corps planning and exeoution of Operation "GARDEN", 4+

LAYOUT AND DISPOSITIONS

3 (2) The report is divided into THREE parts, which cover
respectively the planning and preparntinn, the execution,
and a summary of the main points of the coperation,

(b) Tho dispositions of formations within 30 Carps, prior to
the advance on 17 September, are shown at Appendix 'BY.

MAPS
L, Unless otherwise stated, all map referencos are to
1/50,000 maps.

+ NOTE: The report also outlines in the narrative thc parts
that were played by the airborne formations of the
Airborme Corps,



PART I E&%{En

SBOTTGN 1
GENERAL SITUATIUN AND SETTING
1a By-11 September, the Second British Army had completed its

aquick advance from the R SEINE, and its lesding formations were
established on, and had small bridgeheads across, the gener:sl line of
the MEUSE - ESCAUT Canal, from inclusive GHEEL 0888 to inclusive ‘the
40 Grid line.

During this vericd, hard fighting had taken place against an
enemy who, although disorganised, continued to offer stiff resistance
with rearguards mainly composcd of infantry supported by Tiger tanks
and SP guns. Behind this screen, he was attempting to organise
defensive positmns based on the major water obstacles which would have
to be crossed if' a continued thrust by the Second Army were to be mede
through the NETHERLANDS.

The British I, of ¢ wns now approximately 400 miles long.
ANTWERP, J 6896, had been capivred but was NOT operativs, and the full
necessary administrative build up would onlv be achieved when this and
other capturcd channcl ports became available, The maintenance links
of the Second Army, whereby the necessary administrative build up could
be completed, had te be largely supplanented by road transport resources,
which in turn had to be provided 2% the expense of lifting fighting
formations. At the same time, it wms vital to prevent the enemy re-
orgenising; +this could only be done if the time Por the administrative
build up for this operation was shortcened. after careful consideration
it was decided to take this administrative risk, subsequently Tully
Justified, and the actual dats of the start of the operation was
advanced by six days.

The oporation entailed the biggest airborne drop yet to be
undertaken by airborne formations, and three corps of the British
Second Army were to advence ana be deployed, 30 Corps leading in the
centre, and 8 and 12 Corps echeloned back, each on a flank, For this
reason, it can be said that the propcsed operstion was unique, as
zlthough it had many factors in commen with other operations; there were
certain aspects which were not applicable to any other type of operation.
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SECTION 2

SUMMARY OF SECOND BRITISH ARMY FLAN, OFPERATION "MARKET anDEW"
GENERAL

2 The object of Second irmy, (with airborne forces under command
after landing), was to position itself astride the rivers MAAS, WAAL and
NEDER RIJN in the gencral area GRAVE 6253 = NIJUMEGEN 7062 - LRNHEM B 7575
and to dominate the country to the NORTH as far as the ZUIDER ZEE,

thereby cutting off communications between GERMANY and the LOW COUNTRIES.

TASKS OF FLoNKING FURMATIONS LND o IRBURNE TRUOES

e The tasks of formations operating under Second srmy, in
conjunction. with 30 Corps, were as follows:-

(a) 8 Corps

8 Corps, consisting of 3 British Division, was tc move up
on the RIGHT of 30 Corps and carry out the following tasks: =

(i) Protect the RIGHT:-and rear of 30 Corps.

(ii) On advance of 30 Corps, progressively to relieve 30 -
Corps of responaibility for- RIGHT flank protection.

The above wes to bc accomplished by capturing WEERT 5897
cnd SOERENDONK 4902, and zubsequently extending as far
NORTH as HELMOND 5522.

(b) 12 Ccorps

12 Corps, consisting of 7 armoured Division, 4 drmoured
Brigade, 15 (S) Division, wes to continue to operate on
the LEFT flank of 30 Corps, and carry out the following
tasks: -

(i) Progressively relieve 30 Corps of responsibility for
. LEFT flank protection by capturing initially RETHY
. 1599 = ARENDONCK 1505 and TURNHUUT 0606,

(ii) Subsequently to advanoc to R iLu3 and possibly beyond,

(¢) Airborne Troops

(i) 1 British iirborne Division (with Polish Parachute
Brigade) and 82 US airborng Division were operating
undcr British dirborne Corps. Their tasks were
respectively: -

To capturg, intact, bridges over NEDER RIJN at
"4RWHEM and daminate the surrounding country.

To captures 'inta::t, the bridgss over the R MaAS
and R Wail in areas GRWVE and NIJHRGEN and to
dominate the intoervening country,

(1%) 101 US iirborne Division was to be droppedl under
orders of British airopme Corps in the arca from
axclusive GRAVE to inclusive EDNDHOVEN in accordance
with the reguircments of 30 Corps, For planning
purposes, 101 US airborne Division was placed under
command of 30 Corps.

ses/The task

T .
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The task of this formation, which was to come under
comand of 30 Corps on landing, was to facilitate
the advance of 30 Corps as far as the R MALS, Their
function could be described as laying down a carpet,
in &dvance, to seize and secure the nodal points on
the latter part of 30 Corps' main axis.
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SECTIUN 3%

THE FLANNING AND REPIRLTION OF 30 CORES FOR OFERATIUN "GuRDEN"

be

divided into threec Qha.ses:-

The planning and preparation for "GARDEN" by 30 Corps can be

(2) The assembly prior to the overation
(b) The break out

(¢) The thrust to contact the airborns forces.

(a) The Assambly

(®)

The asseibly and the marshalling of the forces before the
operation presented a nunber of unusual points which are
worth consideration.

The first point was that the assembly hed to be so flexible
that the Commander would be able 5 call forward any body
of troops he might find necessary, from the operational
point of vicw,. cncc the Guards drmoured Divisicn had led
the breok through. The naturc of the operation was such
that it was never possible t¢ plan upon a rixed order of
march for the whole Corps, (approximately 20,000 vehicles),
and this necessitated a very careful crder »f assanbly,

and an efficient organisation, to call forward groups of
troops as they aight be required,

The second point was that the whole of the concentration in
the BOURG LEOPOLD arva had to be effceted in a very brief
time, through seriocus bottlenecks at DTEST and LHEERINGEN
which it was nol possible to iuprove,

The third point was thet the hature of the pperations were
known to be such that groups of administrative and technical
vehicles had to bu afforded local protection in the form

of detachments of off'ensive troops.

The fourth point was that the coluun, which from the start
was restricted to one axis, included twn very large and
very vulnerable groups - one - a bridging group, which in
certain circwastances wmight extend to some 5,000 vehicles,
and two - the administrative tails or the airboune forces,
amounting to socue 2,000 vehicles and of necessity requiring
a high priority in the order of march,.

The Break out

The terrain to the NURTH of the bridge over the LEUSE -
ESCAUT Canal at 3596 (JUE's BRIDGE), and the activity of
the enemy in that erca, nade it clear from the atart that
the break out cperation would be one of eonsiderable
difficulty. The bridgehead sms small end only served by
two bridges, There wer- fow rosds and the cauntry to the
FORTH and to the flanks of the bridgehead was heavily
wooded and very marshy, aaking it well nigh lupossible for
the armour to move off the rosds, -

.

]

Bearing these points in view, the Corps Commander directed
that the basis of the break out plan should be a very heavy
artillery prograuie supported by heavy waves of Typhoons,
and that, relying upon this weight of metal, the armour
and infantry of the Guards Jrmcured Division would break -
through and advance with a1l possible specd,
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SECTION &

OUTLINE OF 30 CORBS FLaN FUR OPER.TION "GARDEN"

5 (a) Intention
30 Corps was o advance, when ordered, at maximum speed,
and to seoure the area NUNSPEET Z 6721 - ARNHEM E 7577,
both inclusive,

(b) Grouping and Order of Battle

The Order of Baitle for 30 Corps, together with the
additicnal troops under command of their formations, is
shown at Appendix ‘4. The Order of Battle for iirborne
Troops gis NOT shown,

(¢) Axis of advance, oricr of march and boundaries

30 Corps was to advance on one main axis, and for part of
the way on o subsidiary oxis to be used only by fighting
troops, in the following goneral order:=

Guards aArmoured Division
Headguarters Main 30 Corps
L3 Infantry Division

50 () Division

The axis of advance to bo used by 30 Corps and inter corps
boundaries, together with 1 British iirborne Corps DZs, and
final planned positions of 30 Corps NORTH of ARNHEM, are
shown at Appendix 'B',

Note:

The dispositions of formations within 30 Corps, prior to
the advance on 17 Scpiember, ars also shown in this
appendix.

HOVEMENT AND TR.FAIC CUNTROL

6o 30 Corps vwas to move on one axis. Although a subsidiary
route was allotted, it did not avoid bottlenccks and therefore did not
give a complete second routes The above neant that a column of
approximately 20,000 vehicles had to pass certain bottlenecks, on the
nmain axis, at which a good traffic control organisation would be
essential, as the course of the battle would entirely depend on the
flow of vehicles along this axis.

The importance of speed in the advence in this operation was
impressed on all ranks, and that the key note to the whole success of
the operation was an erficient traffic control organisation and good
march discipline. \

The detailed instructions with regard to movement control and
traffic organisation as ordered by the Corps, are further considered in
detail in Section 5 Part Is

TIMINGS .
Te The timings which were arranged by 30 Corps were as follows:-

(2) 'D' day was the day on whedh operations "MARKET" and "GARDEN"
began,

(b) 'H' hour was the time at which trcops taking part in
operation "MLRKRT” were first to {drop.
'oo/'Hl hour




(2)

TASKS OF

-7 -
'H' hour had been fixed provisicnally for 1300 hours A
17 September and this was tu be confiriied,

Postponements would be for pericds of 24 hours. .

'ZY hour was the time at which leading troops taking part
in opsration "GaRDEN" would advance. 'Z' howr was likely
to be cne hour after 'H' hour and would, in any case, not

-?0 carlier. The exact tivie of 'Z' hour was to be notified
ater.

In the movement instruction all cstimateldl times for ssrials
to pass 8P would be in ters of 'Z' plus so many hours.

FURMATIONS

Be

The tasks of formations in 30 Corps,’ as ordered, were as
Sy 3

followa: =

(a)

(b)

(9

()

Guards Armourcd Division

Guards Arnoured Division will advance at 'Z' acur at meximum
speed to arce ARNHBM and, by-passing APELEDOORN Z 7803, will
dominate the area Prom inclusive NUNSFEET Z 6721 to exclusive

Should bridges at either GRAVE, NIJMEGEN or LRNHEM have been
destroyed, Guards .rmoured Division will fan out to ths flanks
on the SOUTH bank of the river and, in conjunction with air-
borne troops in the area, take all appropriate sction to
facilitate the task of 43 Division to cerry out bridging
cperations, This will include scouring the flanks of' the
proposed bridge site and, if possible, the secuping of a
gmall bridgehecad,

15/19 H Group

15/19 H Group will advance to area EINDHOVEN and there come
under operational commuand of 506 ROT with a view 1o helping
t0 keep clear 30 Corps main,axis of advance in the EINDHOVEN
area. . :

L2 RTR Group

Iy RTR Group will aldvance o srea VEGHEL E 4737 and there cone
under operatinnal coaaand 501 RCT with « view to helping to
keep clesr 30 Corps main axis of advance in the VEGHEL arca.

SRY Group

SRY Group will advance to ares GRVE and thers be In support
of troops of 82 US Lirborne Division with a view ti assisting
that Division to keep clear 30 Corps mnin axis of advance in
the GRLVE ares.

L3 Division
L% Division will:-

(i) Zsdvance, when orderud, at naxitwa speed and secure area’
frop inclusive APFLEDOORN B 7803 duc SOUTH slong high
growd to a point of junction with 1 British iirborne
Division in the arca NORTH of iHNHEI,

(ii) Send detachments to seoure crossings pver R LISSEL at
DEVINTER % 9107 and ZUTHHEY & S49ke

oo/ LAER)
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(iii) Should bridges over either rivers }..aS, Wasl or NEDER

RIJN have beun destroyed, be prepared to cerry out an
v assault crogssing and bridging opcration,

(£) 50 (N) Divisien

50 Division will continue-to hold the existing bridgehead
over the MIUSE - ESCAUT Canal. Thereafter the Division
will: -

(i) Send detachments to secure a crossing over R IJSSEL
. at DOESBURG E 9051,

(ii) advance when orderel and secure high ground to-the
NURTH of iRNHEM, relieving 43 Division of part of
their resr»onsibility and keeping contact with Northern
troops of 1 British Lirbome Division.

(iii1) Be at all times available as a Corps reserve,

(g) 101 US sirborme Division

The nain misaions which have been assigned to 101 US Airborne
Division on landing arc shown disgrammstically at ippendix 'B's

»IR SUPEORT sdUtuNGHEINTS

e The Break out \

(a) The planning of air support proceeded on the assumption that
during the Airborne drops the 83 Group aircraf't supporting
30 Corps wnuld ve grounded to allow the fighter and fighter-
bauber escorts tio the truop-carrying glider force free play
ing -

(1) Fighting hostile aireraft,
(ii) ALttacking hostile flalk positions,

since it was sppreciated that the slow woving troop carriers
and gliders would present o sitting target both from ground
and air,

(b) 4s soon as the drop was over 83 Group were free to support
--the advance ol 30 Corps.

(e) . This support wes to oc basel on a pre-arranged roguirauent
of one squadron of RP Typhoons every five minutes for 35
ninutes, brieffed to strafe the road NORTH of the leading
v troops and to be fllowed by a "cab=rank" of RP Typhoons
lying over the lending arioured eletentss 41l these
aireraft werce to be epntrolled {yom the ground by an RaF
Squadron :Leader in R/T touch with the pilots from o contact
cor fitted with VHF wircless equiptient, The whole RP
Pyphoon effort of 83 Group was by this iwans to be nade
available at very snort enll to the local cummender of the
force which led the break cut on its very narrow front.

(@) Another contact cer was sited alongsido Coizwander 30 Corps
with the priority task 5f recceiving a rceport from a
VIS Tactical Ruconnaissance aipcraft on the accuragy of the
airborne drop s that the Coiwander could, by reference to
that inforuation fix the zero hour for the break out.
This car could alsc talk to any othor Tactical Reconnaissance
aircraft which were over the arcas

vee/( )
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(¢) 1In addition to the RP Typhoon cffort, the nomal fighter
effort of &) Group was available in the role of continuing,
af'ter the airborne drop,; to keep the sky clears

10, After the Break Out

(&) The normal 483U tentacle systan was available and the
allotment of tentacles, (excluding the contact cars already
referred to), was as follows: =

HQ 30 Corps

Guards armoured Division
43 Division

50 (N) Division

-

(b) The airborne forces were to drop with jeep tentacles manned
by US operators and with US dir Support Officers, these to
- be netted in nn a separate net to its control at Second arny
Headquortors. 30 Corps was to nonitor this net so as to
be able to iupose a veto if any demands for support submitted
on it appearel to endanger 30 Corps troopss In the event of
the jesp tentacles being unable to get the range necessary
for wireless touch with their control at Army Headquarters,
an PCP with a 12 HP set was available at 390 Corps Headguarters.
The FOP was also aveilable for usc as a forward non visual
control poat by the RuF Squadron Leader when his task with
the contact car was overs

(c) Ground tc air Recognition

It was appreciated that the ground situation in this
cperation would call for the nexinum eaploynent of all
ailds to recognition, arrangenents were nado for the use
of' cerise fluorcscent panels during a rapid advance,
suspension of whieh was te be at the discretion of
Cormianders. The use of yellow smoke and MANN BEACON lauzps
was alse ordered.

(d) Landnarks

12 Corps was to set up a landmark "™, with the head of the
lotter facing NE. Bach arm of the letter to be 100 yarda

long, and to be made of white hessian cloths In addition,
cach point of the "T" was to be prolonged for 500 yards by

yellow smoke from points of origih at 100 hards interval.

Ra

11 For their break out fraa the ESCAUT bridgchead the Guards
Adirroured Division was to be supported by a field and sediun rolling
barrage, under the direotion of the CRA of the Guards armoured Division.
Details of arrangenents nade are shown at 4Gppendix 'C' ard trace thereto.
Ady

12 (a) 100 44 Brigade, (with under operaticnal control 27 Lik, less
one troop), was ordered to provide i defence as follows:=—

(i) Over all bridges slong the nain axis of advanee, iso.s-
Bridges ovor ESCAUT Canal 3596

Bridges at BREUGHEL 4426 and VEGHEL 4837
Bridges at GR.VE and NIJHEGEN

ous/(d3)
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(ii) In tHe case of the bridges =t GRAVE and NIJHEGEN,
HAA and Lid defence, with radar and searchlights,
was to be provided by last light D + 1.

(1ii) Arrengements were made to counter Motor Torpedo Boat
activity in the NIJHEGEN area.

Should ARNHEM bridge be. reached on D + 1 or D ¢ 2, 4
protection was to be provided by the Guards srmoured
Divisipn, .

As from D day, and continuing until further orders, a HOLD
FIRE on: all in fire was ordered during daylight so as to
ensure that none of our aircraft being used for dronpmg
parachutists should be fired on,

RE ’
13« (2) airfields :
Becauso the RAF ur g\..ntly I‘LLILnlI"dl the use of airfields at
VOLKEL 5640 and EINDHOVEN, every effort was to be made to
capture them and CE of Corps wes ‘directed to report early
on their condition. ;
(b) Bridging ' .
The bridging plan t. swrnount the thres nmajow water
obstacles across which the Corps axis of advance was
directed was as follows: =
(i) sSufficient bridging cquipment was oriered and yiven
a definite position in the initial order nf march to
provide crossings over the Canals up to and inclusive
the R 148, and to provide fervies for the rivers
Woil and NEDER RTJN.
L]
(ii) EBquipment for bridging oversthe R Wl and NEDER RIJN
vwias available in the bridging dump at BOURG LEOFOLD,
(iii) OE 30 Corps was put in charge of all Lridging operations
and could demend,if necessary, sll or part of 43 and
50 (N) Divisions' RE resourcos.
(¢) Planning
Notes on the RE plehning aspects Lor 30 Corps operation
"GARDEN" are shown at appendix 'D'.
ADMINISTRATION =
e See Part I Section 6. :
15, (a) Location of Headquarters

(i) GOC 30 Corps!' recumaissance was to nove irmeliately in
rear of the Guards Lrronred Division.

(ii) Main Headguarters 30 Corps wad %0 bé phased into the
order of warch according to the progress of the battle,

: eas/( 1)
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(b) Comunications

(i) Extracts of €SO 30 Corps' Signal Instruction for this
operation is at .ippendix 'E'.

(ii) The comunications.that were to be set up for Airborne
Troops and for all fomawtions under and operating with
30 Corps during this operation are shown at Annexures
to appendix 'E' as follows: =

snnexure 1 - Main Headguarters 39 Corps W/T
Comnunications

Amnexure 2 - W/T Comunications airborne Corps
Headquarters in UNITED KINGDOM.

Annexure 3 - W/T Communications after dirborne
Corps Headgquarters had landed.

finnexure 4 ~ W/T Comunicetims Special Ri.

Note: - Some notes on the exccution of 3U Corps Signal
plan is shown at Appendix 'Q' tc Part II.

LIAISON

164 * (8) Fivo Contact Detachments were provided by 101 US Airborne
Division to work between elements 101 US .irborne Division
and forwerd troops of the Guards ,rumcured Division.

(b) Arrangenents were made for a liberal exchange of Liaison
Ufficers as between Headquarters 30 Corps and Headguarters
British Lirborne Corps.
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SECTION 5

VRGANISATIUN FUR MOVELENT OF 30 CORPS TRAFFIC

THE PROBLEL

17« The problen presented o the Corps was the tactical move
of approximately 20,000 vehicles across HULLAND; one route,
supplemented by a subsidiary route, was availeble,

URGaNISATION -~

184 Full details of the plan and the organisation set up to deal
with the problem are shown at apendices to Part II as follows:-

(2) appendix 'G! - iHeadquarters 30 Corps Movement Instruction
for Operation "GARDEN"

(b) ALppendix 'H' - Headquarters 30 Corps Traffic and Movement

’ Control Organisation.
TORUGRaHITY
19 Topographical appreciation of the axis of advance and the

Going Map issued for the operation arc shown at appendices as followst -

(a) Appendix 'J' - Topographical appreciation of the axis of
advance ana Rivers WAAL and NEDER RIJN.

, :
(b) 4Lppendix 'K' = "Guing Map" as issued for the Operation.

INITLAL CUNCENTRATION TN GROUES *

20, 30 Corps was initially concentrated in carefully pro;-
erranged groups in an area SUUTH of the ESCAUT Canal astride the
axis of advance, and these are showm at Appendix 'B' to Section 1,
Part I. -

PERIODS OF MUVIMENT 4ND HARBUURING

21 (a) The principle of movenent was that lovement should take

. vlace by dey only,
(b) Formations and Units would hartour along the road each 7
night, reteining their order of priority.

(c) Fomations 2nd units were to be fed into the axis as road
space becaune availadle,
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SECTIUN 6

SUMMARY UF 30 CURPS MLLINTENANCE FLuN FOR OPRRATIUN "GaRDEN"
GENERzL
224 Reference to 30 Corps Urder of Battle,(appendix '4A', Fart 1),
for operation "M.RKET G.RDEN" will show that their operational end
maintenance commitments far oxceeded those expected to be normally
executed by a Corps Staff and Services.

The outline ilaintenance Plan to nieet these eommitnents is as
shown below.

GENERAL MaINTENLNCE

V' 23, (a) Up till 16 September, all formations and Corps Troops were
to remain based on 160 FYMC in BRUSSELS ares, and amunition
would continue t2 be drawn from No 6 Army itoadhead in the
BRUSSELS arca until 161 FMC was open.

(b) Un 17 Scptember, 161 BMC was %o npen in BOURG LEOFOLD arca
or the maintenance of: =

52 Division (BSeaborne Bluuient) -
Corvs Bridge Column

4ll Corps Troops

82 US Airborne Divisien

104 US Airborne Division

(¢) OnD + 3,162 RiC was to open in the LRVHEM area for issues
toL=-
L]
Fuards arnoured Division
L3 Division Group
50 (N) Divisinn Group
1 Adrborne Division Zinclu.iing Polish Parachute
Brigade) '
8 armoured Brigadoe
Corps Trnops forward of the R Wadl.

MAINTENANCE UF GROUUND TROUUES

2L, (a.) The aintenance of Corps, Arny and aruy Group RE atteched
to Divisions for bridging ete, was to be by Divisions
concerned.

.

(b) Detachnents of Units placed under cuuand of dirborne
Formations were o be accoupanied by a proportionate auount
ot their second line transvort, wnich wes to vork unit
control to the BMC fron which that unit wes to draw

SUPFLIES .ND IOL

254 Formations and Corps Troops within 30 Corps were orlered to
hold the followings- g
Formations Days Supplics i{iles BUL
Guards Arsowred Division 8 200
L3 Division 6 250
50 (N) Division 6 250
8 armourcd Brigade & 250
Corps Troops 5 4 150

oo o/ SOUNTTIUN
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AMMUNTTTION

26. (&) All formations wers ordered to cerry, as a minimum, double
sécond line holdings of 25 pounder, and all asnunitien for
prograime 17/18 Septecber was toc be drawn from 161 RB(C.

(b) Uwing to the slender stocks held at itsadhead, (later to be
hold at 161 and 162 FNCs), formations were ordered to accept
the fact that they might have to carry on with depleted
second line holdings.

TRaNS FURT

27. (2) Troop Carrying Trensport

The allocatio: of 1ift for troop carrying coudaitments to
formations was as follows; -

—

-~ 43 Division - 297 and 536 Companies, (DUKWS)
~_ 50 (N) Division - 20 nrmy Troop Carrying Coapeny

90 armourcd Brigade Company, (less
one platoon 6=tonners).

DUIWS allotted to L3 Division were tn remsin under conmand
but were to, be mede available for use by RE for assault
river crnassings. fmranition loaded in these venicles was
to be off loaded end.held under arrangements 435 Division.
This ssoamition was to be reqarded as o Corps reserve and
was not to be issued to any formation or expended by 43
Division until released by 'Q' Main or Rear Corps.

Un arrival of formations on their objectives, all troop
carrying transport, (less LUKWS), was to revert to 30 Corps
control to supplement Corps third line maintenance 1lift.

(V) Increment to Arwy Transport

Owing to lack of .may Transport, 30 Corps were made
responsible for their ovm aomy, (3rd line), Transport lift

« from Roadhead to FiCs. To increase the army Lift, the
following mesasures were ordered: -

(i) Transpert of the Seaborne element of 52 Division, (both
first and second line), was to dump its comaodities
and G 1098 equipnent, thereby providing eight platocns
transport 1lift,

(ii) | 4ll troop carrying transport, having deposited formations
in their objsctive ar.a was to revert to 30 Corps control.

(iii) Divisions within 30 Corps wera to be prepared to accept
orps tasks for five platoons ranspor r
Corps tasks for five platoons of t port for an
unspecified poriod.

(iv) Four US Truck Companics - sec paragraph 30 below.

MAINTENINCE OP AIRBURNE TROUES

28. From D till D + 5, the formations of British iirborne Corps
were to be maintained by air by Fortresses, Stirlings and Dakota
aircrafte Provision was also wede for raintenance, in an energency,

of 82 and 101 US iAirbmmme Divisions from 161 MiC with effect from D day
and for 1 Airborne Division from 162 FMC with oftf'ect from D + 3.
Seabome element of 1 Airborne Division was to rejoin the Division at
the earliest opportunity.
\ s oo JLLINTENNCE 1 BRITISH ATHBORNE DIVISIUN
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MoINTENGNCE 1 BRITISH AIRBULINE DIVISIUN

294 ¥aintenance by air was to be carried out by Stirlings and
Dakotas, and all drops wer. t0 be based on pre-determined coumoldity
demands. The drop on D + 1 however was to be entirely amunition.

The Secaborne Tail was 12 carry a further echelon of
axrunition and twop days supplics wes to Ye phaged in, in blocks, in
accordance with priorities as femanded by Comesader, 1 dirborne
Divisions, The first block, with ammunition lorries leading, was to-
follow the¢ Guards Lrmoured Division.

MaINTENANCE US aIRBUKNE FUSMLTIUNS

30, air maintenance for US alrborne Formations froa D + 1 was

to be provided by Fortrosses. Thereafter, air maintenance could only
be provided by such Dakota aircreft as were available. In the event
of extrome emergency, First allied Airborne Aray werae to air land 150
tons of US ammunition at BRUSSELS airport, which was to be carried for=
ward to the US formuations Ly road, 4

Four US Truck Companies, loaded with awwmnition; were ordered
to report from LE MANS to 161 FMC by 18 Septenber.  Thereafter, they
were to be prepared to deliver cow. pdities to US Airborne Divisions
ch instructionas from Rear 30 Corps.

After delivery of stores to &irborne Formations, all Companies
were to return to 161 FMC where they viould come under control of DDST
30 Corps for reloading Trom Arny railhead,

MEDICAL - GRUUND TRUURS

31« (a) Medicel Plan

The normal medicel arrengenents on a Corps level were made,
except that the help of the Dutch authorities, through the
nedium of Prince Bernharxdt, was enlisted to supplement the
Corps Medical respurces.

(b) Evaguation St
4 high rate of cosualties hal bLuen expected during the
employment of the British Ariborne Corps, and in the initial
stages medical units werce warned that they would have to
hold casualties pending evscuation. Bvacuation fron
Divisienal Medical Units was to Le initially to civilian
ingtallations at BUURG LEORULD, aend later fto 3 and 10 CCSs
at ARNHEM and NIJAEGEN by 111 MAC.

MEDICAL IRBURNE TRUOES

32 From airboeme Units, evacuation was to be initially into
Field Ambulances of 30 Corps or direct to 3 and 10 CCSs. Bvacuation
by air was to be arranged by DDMS' Airborne Troops &s opportunity
pornitted. Ninth Troop Carrier Command agreed to cvacuate up to
750 casualties daily from BRUSSELS, the aircraft doing this being on
the weturn run from a aupply mizsion, This method of evacuation
might also be applicable to Second iy casualties other than
Airborne.

Wedical supplies for Airborne Troops were to be dropped

until D + 4 inclusive, after which 30 Corps were to be responsiule
for provision of these articles.

oo o JURDNANGE FUR GRUUND TRUUES
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URIN.VCE FUR GRUUND TRUUES

33 Urdnance Steores wer: to be received by both road and air,
and arrangements were made fopr maxihum loads to ve forwarded to
Divisional, amioured and Infantry, Urdnance Sub Parks. Amaoured and
Infantry Ordnance Sub Parks were attached to their formations and
were to supplenent the tank and MT spares position.

Vehicle and Controlled Storcs Park, and Corps &and Army Troops

Sub Park, werc to be "stepned up" frow

poeration.

their rear locations by 18
»Septenber, and waximum available issues were to be cede prior to the

( RiSs were located at 161 BIC for issuos.

Arrangements were nade for delivery by air of urgent demands
such as MT spures, wireless valves, cte.

Arrvangenents were also made for daily clearance by Ordnance
Vehicle Stores Convoy Unit of such stores as are received from the
base at Urdnance Maintenance Cenipany at ENGHIEN J 3h4.

URDNANCE PUR ATRBURNE TRUOES

Sl 110 tons of nrdnance stores

were landed at BAYEUX in three

bricks of about 34 tons eachs Shortage of transport imposed sone
delay in getting these bricks to the "ILRKET" area, but it was hoped
to get at least one Lrick intc this arca by D day.

REME
35 In surmery, the arrengements for repair and recovery were as
fallows; -
At B Eo
(2) Repair \ N
/Do l ¢l _ iames iy L

(i) In the early stages not !

tore than one Brigade Workshop

was to move with =ach formation.

(ii) Certain frymation workshops were to reusin on wheels,
whilst the remainder were to stay in their existing

locations,

(V) - Recovery

(1) E.Qu 30 Corps was allotted two light recovery sections

for work at ‘IE_PS.

(1i) Headguerters of b Recovery Cowpeny, with light recovery

-

facilities, was tn be located in the area of Reer

Headquerters 30 Corps.

(iii) 411 "erocks" werc to be remcved frow the road for &7

forward recnvoery only.

CIVIL ANFAIRS

+ 564 The three Corps Detachments were placed under eormand Guards

armoured Division Tor deployvment as follows: =

222 Ci Dotachment
213 Ci Detachmeont

214 Ci. Detachment

APHLEDGORN
GRNHEM
NIJLEGEN

-o-/UthO!‘

v
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Other detacihments were also deployed, uoving under Corps
orders. :

FUSTAL, REINFURCIMENTS, Bi, EFIL, S.IV.iGE

37 Normal facilitiecs were planned.

INTERCU BN TCATIUN

38, Rear Headquarters 30 Corps was to bs cstablished at BUURG
LEUVRULD by 16 Septeunber,
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APPENDIX ‘4’

Tu PART I
GRUUPING 4ND UKDER UF BATTLE
OFERLTTION "MARKET GARDEN"
17 SEFTEMBER 1944
GRUUPING
Additional troops under command of formations, within and

operating with 30 Corps, Tor operation "MARKET GARDEN", were ac follows: -

(a) Guards armourcd Division

(i) Under Comnand

8 Med Regt Ra -

198/75 & Tk Bty Ra '

Det L Svy Regt RA °

11 Fd Coy RE ,

Part 128 Br Coy -

Recce Partics 16 airfd Constr Gp”
Recce Parties 5357 airfd Cinstr Wing"

(ii) Under Comuzsnd for liovement

Elenents 100 il Bde (A/4TB role on R Wadl)
Recce Party 100 Ld Bde

(b) 43 Division

(%) Under Cownand

8 wrmid Bde (less one Arid Regt)
Royal Netherlands Bde

147 P4 Regt Ri (less one bty)
One PL 210 Fd ‘Coy RE

6L Med Regt RA

%19/52 Hy Bty RA

Bty 4 Svy Regt RA

(ii) Under Command for dovement

HQ 128 Br Coy and part Br Coln

30 Corps Tps RE (less 11 PA Coy RE and-one PL 210 Fd
Coy RE)

T Army Tps RE

23 lech Eqpt PL

Elements 16 4iirfd Constr Gp

Elenients 5357 airfd Constr Wing

(e) 50 (N) Division

Under Conuaand

86 Fd Regt R4 (less one Bty)
7 Med Regt Ra

Bty & Svy Regt RA

195/73 end 196/73 & Tk Bty Ra

(d) 101 US airborne Division

(i) 15/19 H, with under cormand one sgn RUYALS and.one bty
86 Pd Regt Ri, caue under coumand 506 RCT on arxival
in EINDHUVET arca,

.../(ii)l Ll RTR

e —




-G
(1i) L& RTR, with under comiand one sgn RUYALS and one bty
L RHA, came under command 501 RCT on arrival in

VECHEL areas '
Det 27 Lih Regt is under commend 44 RTR for movement.

(e) 82 US airborne Division

SRY, with under conmend one sqn RUYALS and one Lty 147 Fd
Regt Ra, in support of 82 US Airborne Div on arrival area
GHAVE. A
Det 27 LAl Regt under coimand SRY for movenent.







APFENDIX "C"
TO PART I

RA GDS ARMD DIV TASK TABLE

ISSUED IN CONJUNCTION WITH FIRE PLAN TRACES FOR
OPERATION "GARDEN"

, ZONE *A' times comes into force 0300 hrs 17 Sep 44 (1200 hrs
GMP? = 13004 hrs = 14O00B hrs) :

1, P4 Arty Rolling Barrage

(a) Units talding part

(ii) Line b 94 and 112 Fd Regts
(iii) Line ¢ 147 and 179 Fd Regts

(b) co-ords

Joi (1} Opening Line 74 and 124 Fd Regts

N Ht

4. L37605 499255 b mn
B, 436402 499799 35 m
C. 439115 502575 30 m
D. 437922 503135 30 m

(¢) Timings
7. Fd 125 4 9L Fd 112 Fd 179 Fd 147 Fd
inus 3 -« 0 a a b i c c
C - 1 d d b b o c
1~ 2 d d o} e o e
2o d S e (4] £ T
3= 4 g & e e £ f
k- 5 g g h h i 2
5~ 6 g g h h . 3
7- 8 3 | k k i i
8.~ 9. 3 k k 1 1
9 ~ 10 m m k k 1 1
10 - 11 m m n n 1 1
11 - 12 m m n n (o) 0
12 - 13 P o) n n (o) (6]
15 -1 p P q g- o 0
1 -15 p P q q r r
1R =56 8 8 a q r r
16 = 17 5 s % £ r r
17 - 18 8 ) t t u u
J 18 - 19 u u t t u u
19 -~ 20 u u u u u u
(a) Rates NORMAL throughout,
(e) Lmi HE,

(£) Rates of 4dy 200 yds in onc min




R

(g) Trace issucd in conjunction with R4 Gds Armd Div Task Tables
dated 16 Scp 44 is showvn as "innexure" 1 tc this Appendix,

2, Mcd Arty Rolling Barrage

(2) Units teking part

(1) Opening Line  BL'Med Regt

(ii) Linc bb . 7 Mcd Regt
_ (iii) Linc ce 6l. Med Regt :
(b) Co-ords s
B N Ht i
Vis 439110 503149 30 m g

£, 438349 503515 30 m
Y, 40629 506470 25 m
Z, 439863 506835 25 m

¢ imings
() Ziinee 8L ied 7 Med 64 Med
Minus 10 - ifimas 9 a8 bb' - co
Mimus 9 - Minus 8 ad bb .. 60
Mime 8 = Mims 7 dad co . ©o
Mims 7 - Mirus 6 dd ce ot
Uims 6 - Mims 5 22 ce It
Mimus 5 - ¥ims 4 £ hh r
- Mime 4 - Mimus 3 28 hh ii
Mimis 3 - Minns 2 Ji hh ii
Mims 2 - Mims 1 JJ kk ii
Mims 1 - O 33 Xk 11
0 1iire kk 11
1- 2 T nn 11
& 3 i nn 00
2, T i PP nmn 00
b - 5 PP aq 00
5= 16 PP qq rr
6 = 7 58 aa rr
7- 8 88 % rr
8- 9 ss tt uu
9 - 10 uu tt uu
(@) Rates NORMAL .
() 4m B

(£f) (i) On complction of this Barrage Regts will rclay their
guns o8 follows:- .

8L jicd Regt = Opening Linc !

7 Med Regt - Line bb
64 Med Regt = Linc ce

(i) It may be nccessary to fire the whole barrage again,
In this case the following oxders will be given by
HQ RA Gds jrmd Div to 64 Med Regt Gp and 84 Med Regt

"Fire Rolling Barrage At Jeeecsess 'h-’;'"S"'.
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(g) Trace issucd in conjunction with RA Gds Armd Div Task Tables
dated 16 Scp 44 is shom as-Annesure 1 to this Appendix,

. LIMED CONGS s oy
290 ' Tinc
= gl s Tgt _from to Rate  Arm  Remarks
1, ' 86 rd 2801 0° 5 MNRAL HE
2, 151 pd 2613 0 5 " "
3, 86 rd 2802 5 10 " "
e 151 FG seilRtse, A0 e, ’
5. 86w 2803 10 15 ! "
6, 151 Fd 2815 20~ 15 " "
7« 90 Fd One Bty 2801, 0 15' ? i
8, 90 Fd One Bty 2805 0 15 " "
9, 90 Fd One Bty 2806 0 15 " .
10, - Belgian Arty 2807 8 35 ] "
11, Belgian Arty 2808 o - 35 " i
12, Dutch Arty 2809 o 15 " %
13. 419 Hy Bty 2810° O 15 - RAPID .. *
14, 165 Hy.ﬁﬁ Regt One Bty 2811 O 15 3 rpgpm 2 Adrburst
15, 165 Hy AhRogh Onc Bty 2812 0 15- ! “
16. 165 Hy Ad ﬁcg‘c One Tp 2821 i Bt th " 0 "
2822
l-|-1. Concs on Call

To be worked out by all

btys able to rcach ;-

2816

2817

2818.
2819
2820
2821
2822

All regts, whether firing in the barrages or not, will work

out ALL cones,




N S
5. LIST OF CO-ORDS

Tgt No. E, N Ht. (1) Remarks
2801 138950 502150 . 30
437959 501800 20
2002 138800 503450 30
4383570 502500 30
2803 439150 502850 -+ - 30
: 238850 503750 30
2804 437100 503300 35
136650 503580 35
2805 436150 501.350 35
135960 501750 35
2806 435510 501200 35
- 435220 501640 35
2807 44,2050 501000 30 CONC (NOT on Trace)
2808 442200 500000 35 CONC (HOT on Tracc)
2C09 431700 501450 40 STONK. 160° (NOT on Trace)
2810 441500 508200 25
2811 L40350 506980 25
2812 137370 506234 25
2813 138750 499900 35
438600 501250 35
281L. 439000 500750 35
439000 502150 35
2815 L40600 502560 35
439250 502200 35
2816 440000 508300 25
a817 4,18C0 509450 25
2818 LLB000 508000 25 (NOT on Trace)
2819 L19800 510900 25 (NOT on Tracc)
2820 112800 513030 25 (MOT on race)
2821 435200 505250 30 CONC (HOZ on Trace)
0822 " 433350 504230 30 CONC (MOT on trace)
2823 42200 .. 5LO6C0 25 CONC (NOT on Tracc)
2824 L0500 512200 25 CONC (NOT on Trace)
2825 438800 515250 30 CONC (NC? on Trace)
2826 437200 511300 30 coNC (NOT on Trace)
2827 L34200 511650 25 CONC (NOT on Trace)

(Signed) COGOOUOHOOOGINK

B, L., Major R.A.
16 Sep 4k B,M,R,4., Gds Armd Div.
1130 B hrs



» APPENDIX 'D!
- 26 - TO PART I

RE ASPECT OF OFERATION "GARDEN"

SCOPE OF TASK

1. The problem facing the CE in the "GARDEN" Operation was
entirely one of nrlégmp', Apart from the four major obstacles of
the MEUSE, MEUSE - WAAL Canal, WAAT. and NEDER RIJN therc were, at loast,
two sizeable water obatacles before the MEUSE was reached, namely, the
WILHEINMINA Cnnal and the Z0TD WITIENS VART Canal,

PLANNING :

2, (a) Although the lirbornc forces were being dropped with the
object of capturing the bridges intact, engineer planning had
to be based on the worst cazes where all obstacles would have
to be bridged,

(b) Another factor in planning was that although the bridges might
be blown, the Airborne forcos might be in possession of the
sites rnd routes in between, so that work could be carried out
on all bridges simultancously iff rafits wore used to ferry
bridging couipment forward,

! ORGANISATION AND CONTROL

51 In order to meet these compitments, a large ongineer force
vas assembled at BOURG LEQUOLD under the Corps Chief Engineer, their
control being decentraliscd through CsAGRE who were placed under cormand
of Corps for that purpose, This involved :=

(a) three CsAGRE,

(b) two formations of Aemy Troops Enginecrs,

(¢) two formations GHO Troops Engincers,

(d) two formmtions Cenadian Axmy Troops Engincors,
(e) two Mechanicel Equipmont Platoons,:

The above was, of coursc, in addition to Corps Troops, Divisional
Engincers, and the Corps Mechanical Equipment Platoon, The Divisional
Engineers were to be placed under command CsAGRE, as reguired, according to
the circumstances, In all, there vma a total of about 9,000 Royal
Engineers amd Pionecrs, not counting the Airficld Construction Units,

L. Nearly the whole resourccs of the Army Group Bridge Column
were assembled at BOURG LEOPOID under their CRASC with four Bridge
Company HQs.

S Thiz amount of bridging equipment on whecls wus sufficient to
provide bridges over the initial obstacles, bridges and rafts over the
YEUSE - HM.L Canal, Close Support Rai'ts ovn.r the WAAL »nd NEDER RIJN
and a Class 9 Bi‘idut; over NEDER RIJN,

6. In addition, a large amount of bridging cquipment, about
2,000 lorry loads, was brought to BOURG LEOPOID and durped. This vas
3ufficie,nt to prova.ﬂc cventually threc bridge crossings over each major
obstacle, either on pontoorsor barges, and to refill all the bridging

vehiclca,

wes/ RE CORPS PLAN
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RE CORPS PLAN

Te With the knowledge that this bridging was at BOURG LEQPOLD
and could be callcd forward on priority, no bridging was put in to the
order of march execept a small amount under the direct conmand of the
Guards Armoured Division ; this was sufficient to bridge small
obstacles on the route and to provide Assault Boats and Rafts to got

the leading troops and tanks over the major obstacles should the bridges
be blown, but held by our owvn Airborne Troops.

BRIDGING COLUMNS

8. Plans were, therofore, made to form pre-arranged columns to
meet various contingencies of a major bridging commitment, These
columns were given code=names and convoy serial numbers so that they
could be called forward by the Traffic Control organisation when required.
The columms so constituted were, roughly, as follows :=

(a) Colurms to provide bridges and rafts over each obstacle
on the assuwmption that all bridges were blovn but held
by ovr troops, and that bridging over each obstacle would
take place at the same tine,

(v) Colums to provide the full secale of rafts and bridges
for individual obsticles should any one be blown and held
by our own troops,

(c) Columnz to provide assault equipment and initial bridging
and rafts for each individual obstacle should it be held
by the enemy,

(d) Columns to provide duplicatc bridges over each river should
the cxisting bridge be intacth,

(e) A eolurn to go right through pnut ARNHEM to provide
equipment to form an opposecd bridgehcad over the IJSSEL,

e Each colurn included the correct number of RE Units and
formations to carry out the task, which had been planncd and studied by
them, In 211, twenty differont columns were planned and details
worked out. Of these colurms, four werc cventually called forward,
exactly as planned and the system worked very well, Subsequent
bridging was called up a5 required on an "ad hoc" basis,
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APFENDIX {E!

TC PART I

CSC_30 GORES SIGNAL INSTRUCTION KO.12

(o be read in conjunciion with 30 Corps Op Instr No.2k -

Operation "GARDEN")

INFORMATION.
AX XXX J\; EZXEXXXXTXXEXTTERNIT X
INTENT ION
4., - To -provide comns f'or operaticn MARKET-GARDEN,
5 Normal Corps comms will be maeintalned as shown at Amnexure

“l. 15/19 H will keep set on Corpe Secondary Net until they pass

to comd 506 RCT.

6. Special cams for MARKET as follews (sec diagrams at
snnexures 2 and 3).

(i) Two links, 49-and All, between Main Second Army - 3C
Corps - Br Airborne Corps in UK., These are already .
establisheds When comns have been establishod with |
Airborne Corvps after i has dropped, comme will be
maintained on vhichever of A9 or All is the better.

(ii) Ome link (C5) 30 Corvs - Br iirborre Cexpa - 101 US 7
Airborne Div -- Main Second “rny - Tac Second srmy.
Tswo British operatcrs have been attached to 101 US
Adrberne Div te werk on C5.

(iii) | One link (C&) Nrin Second .rmy - Tac Second frmy - 30
: Corps - Br Lirberne Corps.

(iv) 101 US Lirberme Div is dending o HQ 30 Corpe ore 30R
193 with US cop-rators %o work on ClL to the Airborne Div
Guard sets of 101 UR Lirborme Div, 82 US Airborne Div
and 1 Br Airborne Div in turn, Two US operztors are
being sent to Gds Armd Div To weork on Cl. o set to be
provided by Gds Armd Div (sec inbx 2),

(v) 101 US Airberme Div is providing 5 SCR .300 (¥ sets),
each with two operators, to werk between Twd elts of ——
Gds Axmd Div and fwd elts Icl US Adrberme Div. The
operators will ccome conplete with all necessary code
details, :

h
L

(vi) Div irty Go. 3 No.19 Scts »nd 1 Gdn 9 Set sach with
US cperators will work a Div ixty Gp from CRA Gds frmd
Div to FOOs with I'd Regtas of Gds Armd Dive. T'ire contrcl
tsete from Airborre ldive will come up on the gp 2s required.

(vii) Med Arty Gp. 84 Med Regt vill have one set for which

a US operater is being provided to which tirs contrel sets
of fdrberne Dive will werk as required.

IGI/E
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Igl
(viii) One 76 Set with crew will move with Di & QUG Br Lirborme
Corps %o work on C6 to Rear Br Airborne Ccrps in UK. This
set will be with Rear 30 Corps until Airberne Cerps
seaborne tail joins Main Airborme Corps Q.
(ix) As soon as sesborne tail of Br Adrborne Corps HQ joins
Br iirborne Corps HQ, a one-to =one link will be established
between Rear 30 Corps and Br Airberne Corps. Second lixmy
is providing the set at Rear 30N Corpss Details of freq
and linksign will followe
Freguenciess
7o (i) For detailed fregq allotment see Annexurc 5. p
(ii) Freg lists will be in use in Second Armmy as follows i=
30 Coxps Corps List A
8 Corps ' " B
12 Corps " S
Gds Armd Div Armd Div List &
11 ixmd Div " Bl
7 2‘\md Di.V i C
50 (N) Div Inf Div List A
43 Diy 2 D,
15 (S) Div - B
53 Tiv q C
3 Br Div R B
4 Lxmd Bde Indep Bde List C
8 Laxmd Bde ' v A
8+« Codes.
(2) General,

(®)

(e)

Alrborne fimns hold only Airborme Code keys and therefore
ground fins communicating with Airborne frms will always
use Lirborne keys.

Code Signs.

Row Registers of Airborne fmns have already been distributed.
Code signs for use on special links are detailed by
scquence and row nuiber with a schedule of wireless nets
at annexure 5« Copies of a special Airborme Code Sign
Extract are attached at Annexure 6 (not included)s Ground
frims nmust realise that [Airborme frns know only the code
signs of Airborne fizns and do not understand Sccond Lxmy
code signse VWhen meking contact on Guard Waves or using
RT codes, if it is necessary to indicate the nemes of
ground fins thuy must, contrary to normal practice, be
encoded in SLIDEX.

It is inportant that the use of SLIDEX to conceal the
names of fims is reduced to the minimum.

SLIDEX & MAFLAY.

Airborme Tps SLIDEX and MAPLAY keys have already been
distributed and keys for further pericds follows. These
SLIDEX keys will be used with normal Br:irmy SLIDEX cards
for comn to Br Airborne frms dovm to and incl Div level
of Airborne fims. When using SLIDEX to US Adrborne Divs,
Lirborne Tps SLIDEX keys will be used with Jmerican
SLIDEX cards.

v o(d) /ihuthentication
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(d) Authentication.
For the purpose of meking contact on Div or Corps Guard
Waves or for authentication on the comns %o be set up
between ground and Airborne fims, Combined Authentication
System CCBEF.0122, Scrial AS, will be used with the sheet
for the day concerneds The first methed of authentication
detailed in (X)BP.O].EZ will be useda. alrborne funs will
understand no other mesns of authentication.
CITHER,
9 The following One Yime Pad links will be held.
(1) Nine-woy - Helder Out Table Pad Number
Spare at Second Army 20,
Main Second irmy 205
iain Airborne Corps 206
Main 21 Army Go 207
Gds Armd Div 208
43 (W) Div 209
Tac Second Ay 210
Spare at 30 Corps 4 211
Main % Corps 125
(ii) Three-way
Second Lrmy 13 (3v Corps 368
+(30 Corps 14 (Second srmy 369
101 US airborne Div 15 (1 Airborne Div 370
30 Corps Nos 30 Corps 367
+(Second rmy o Second Army 383
82 US Airbornme Div fellow (52 (L) Div 38,
30 Corps 371 Ec-as Arnd Div 36
Second nrmy 372 +(101 IS Lirborne Div 37
Main jsirborne Corps 373 (Spare at 30 Corps 38
Gds armd Div 33 3ds Armd Div 30
+(82 US Zirborne Div 34 +(1 Br Airborne Biv 31
Spare at 30 Corps 35 Spare at 30 Corps 32
Pads marked '4+! arc "Letter Pads" for which instrs to use
have been issued through cipher channels.

(iii) Special .drborne Double Transposition Cipher has been
distributed down to and incl Bde level for use in the event
of lateral cipher comn with Br jirborne frms being required,
Distributior within Br Airborne fmns is as follows :-

HQ Br \irberne Ccrps (Main, Rear and AFCE)
HO 1 Adrborne Div =and gll bdes.
HQ 52(L) Div and a1l bdes
H@ 1 Polish Indep Para Bde
(iv) It is hoped to provide M209s (US ciphexr machine) for 30
Corps, Gas :rmd Div, Second Lrmy and 43 (W) Div in case
the US forces use this, Instes will Be issued through
cipher channels,
(v) Rear HO Br .irborne Corps in UK will contirue to operate

the usual Corps ciphers and messages for clearence in

ous/UK
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UK sheould be routod to thems It is particularly
important that the corrcct code sign is used.

TIME
10. Zone 4 time comes into force 0300 17 Scp Lipe
L H hour is 1714004,
]:2. ..bCK.
(Sigred) XXX XX
Time of Signature ...+60229.... Brigadier
Chief Signal Officer
Method of issue «..0894, 200 ¥ 5.8, ' 30 Corps
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ANNEXURE 5 to CSC 30 Corps

SReY LTLLOTIUNT = 88 SIRBURNE CURDS

ANNEXURE 5 toAPPENDIX 'E!

Sig Instr No.1l2 Part TI.
Net Time or
N Ow Designation of Net PFreq Control Sta Opening Qutstas Reamarks Sequence & Row Nurbers.
05 Br Airborme Corps RL 1 2420 Main 30 Corps H - 1 hr Main Br Airborne Corps 15 RE9
ain Second Army Pl R72
101 US Airborme Div P15 R15
Tac Second ATy FL Ri2 4 4fFPix 5
cé Supply link 1 4595 Main Br Airborne H hcur Rear Br hirborne Corps F15 RL7
night 3085 Corps 1 airborne Div to follow
Di & QUG Br airborne Corps P15 274
c8 Br airborne Corps RI2 34355 Mein Second Symy H = 1 hr iiain Lirborne Corps Fl15 R10
lain 30 Corps ol R53
Tac Second .roy listening 15 RIO 4+ Affix 5
c10 Corps Guard Wave 4100 as required F15 R14
Clk Div Guard Wave LO50 ¥ain 30 Corps H=1hr 1 Br iirborne Div F18 a1 .
82 US sirborne Div B10 RE8 o
101 US iirborne Div H10 R51 b
Gds fLrrd Div E9 R11l 1
a9 Second army UK link 1 4790 lain Second Arny in Main 30 Corps 16 R31
2900 operstion Br airborne Corps (UK) F15 R5
A11 Second srny UK link 2 )60  Main Second Arry in Br Airborne Corps (UK) Eh R32
1980 operation Main 30 Corps. E6 R31
Div Arty Net 4160  CRA Gds aprd Div H hour . 3 FOOs (Lirborne) E20 RE6
E20 R70
E20 RSO
HQ 101 US iirborne Div Fd Arty H10 R19
HQ 82 US iirborne Div Fd irty B10 R53
lMed Arty Net 4130 84 Med Regt H hour Set with fwd tps 101 US ALir-
borne Div H10 R30
Set with fwd tps 82 US iir-
borne Div B10O R48



GENERAL SITUALTCN OF 30 COLPS FRONT 17 SEPTEMBER 19LL.

DISPOSITION /ND ENEMY ;CIIVITY

1. (2) Dispositions
The dispositions or 30 Corps prior to operztion "MARKET
GARCEN" on 17 September arce shown at Appendix 'B' to
Part 1.

(b) Enemy jctivity

During the previcus 48 hours there had becn little
enemy 2ctivity on the Corps front, othsr than loeal
infiltration a2nd patrois.

Th; Corps bricgehead over the KMEUSE - ESCAUT Canal was
firmly and strongly beld by 50 (M) Division (231
Iifantry Brigadé), backed by elements of the Guards
armoured Division. The gniny put in a2 number of strong
counter attacks agrivst *the bridgchezl, btubt directed his
main effort on to the 12 Corps bridgehead over the
MEUSE - ESCAUT Can2l at GiHESl, 0888,

It was estimated that the cnomy. strength on 30 Corps
front, which was to coposc the break out from the bridge-
hend, was approdnately six indsnixy battalions backed by
about 20 .FVs and a dozen cr 8o fiold and medium guns.
The numbey o G8 umig on “he Corps front was not estimated
tc be mary, while the preseace of tanks was suspected
but not cont'isned:

ERIIGE SITU.TICN.

2. The bridge s2tuntion was thav 7cc R reports showed that
all the prineipal bridges over the maln “micr ovstacles on the
Corps axis of advance were intact.

Corps Troops W9 had osgleced » Class 4O supplementary
bridge over the MBUSE .. €SCLUL Conol within the existing bridpge-
head, thercby easing the broal out.

VEATHER AND CONIIRR.TION Ol 057" ZON

3 The day was- finc with 2 31liht wind and favourable for
airborne operaticns. On the merning 17 Septenber, Second iy
¥ain confirmed that operation MLUPVED ¢ RIEN" would %2ke place;
by 1230 hours HQ 30 Coruvs weceired irom I Aivborne Troops the
information that the leading olemsnbs of 1 British Airborne
Division, 82 US Airberme Division opd 101 sivborne Division were
on their way freor. their hoie bases in ENLAND,

OBJECTIVE AND PORMATION ORDERS.

Lo For refercencs vurposes the aain axtracts of the Qperation
Orders of the Guards srmourcd TDivizion. 50 () Division and 1
British Airborne Corps, togother wiihh the DZs of 1 Alrbornc Corps
are showvn at Appendices s f0dllows ;=

Appendix 'L' - Cuards Lrmcured Cdvision.
Appendix "1i' - 50 (N) Division,
dppendix "W? - L Brissk irborne Corps.
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30 CORES OFER.DIONS 17 SEPTEVBER

GROUND TROCES

5e <% 1310 heurs, Commnond.r 30 Corps saw that the airborne
drop was procceding according to plen, and the order to the Guards
irmourcd Division was iiven to attack at 1435 hours. 5 Guakrds
srmeured Brigade werc led by the IRISH GULRIS Group which had one
sguadron of taniks loading, folicwsd by 2 tank-carried infantry
company. They in their turm werc followed by a squadron of 2 HCR
so placed for immediatc rolease onec the break out had becn achieved.

At first 2 zolling and noxyow barrage of six ficld
regiments was put down covering 1,000 yards either side of the
EINDHOVEN road, This lasted ror 2C mirutes and was accompanied
by eight RP Typhoons attacking overy fivo minutes forr 35 minutes,
folloved by further squadcons dicvcctod by an RAF contreller in a
centact coxr on to targets indicated Ly Guards Jrmourcd Division.
The contact car was the noxt vehiele to that of the Commender of
the lcading armoured groups 4t the some time, but only lasting
for 10 minutcs, a wolling barrage was wlso put dovm by threc medium
regiments. Timcd concentraiions were also {ircd for 15 minutes
by threc field regiments, BELGL N artillery, and o DUTCH artillery
Heavy Battery. LA Heavy L0 Rupglisent fired airbursts with good .
ef'fects - WThon the artillory programme finished, & mumber cof well
sited spandaus und anti-tank quns came to life, and these let the
leading squadron throush wnd "brewed up" 8 tanks of the sscond
squadron, ., To deal with these, tanks sprayed every hedpe with a
hail cf fire and then the infantry wert in to mop up.

By 15 hours the loading squeiren of the IRISH GU.RIS
Croup, congisting of =p crmoured regiment and one infantry battalion,
had crossed the frontier into HOLLID, and was in contact with sbout
200 crermy infantyy who weee curs in on cach side of the road; they
werc being supported by a fow cnony SP guns and herd fighting took
rlace in which 2 nuzber of' our’ touke wers losts To overcome this
terporary check, = further set-picece ctinck, survorted by a Typhoon
"ecab rank" was strged; this atiack was only partially successful,
and at 180C hours the mediwa RL barrage afforded in the morning
had to be lifted forward and cepeated, Thig weight of supporting
firec, accompanicd by o pround aitack, had the desircd effect, and
by 1815 hours the IRISH GUIRDS CGrouy, sogainst weakening opposition,
had crossed 2 suall river SOUTID of ViLENSEwD, ronching the tovm
at last light, and there they horboured for the night, The inmediate
close support of the Typhoons had beun 4 great svccess. They released
their rockets whilst over our ovm fresis and these were rost cf'fective-
ly aimed. Plentiful vse of yellew sncke and strips wes made by
the infantry and tanks, c¢spocinily those deployed off the road.
, S ‘

50 Tivisionlcontinucd tc hold the bridgehead area, less, 2
IEVON and 1 DORSET of“:51 Briade. These twe bettalions werc ordered
to advance in rear cif' the Cuords [ rmeured Division with the cbject of
mopping up, 2nd by last 13 vht theoy wers cstoblished on 2 gencral line
SW from BORKEL 3902,

.

The cneny peeitions had heon nuch stronper than expected
and the Guards Jamncured Division had to fight savawly to effect their
break out fyom the briagchand cstablishod over the HIUSE - ESCAUI Canal.
During the period of the advence, wnich was some 7 to 8 miles, the
eneny had dirccted hic atitncks wymninst the NOKIH shoulder of the

eon ./bl‘in'!g-.,hc ad
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bridgehead but had made no impression. Further, his continuous
attacks werc dctermined and were supported by guns and mortars,
Identification established that the enany fighting on e Corps front
consisted of 1 and 3 Battalions of the 6 Parachute Regiment and two
battalions of 9 SS Division, thc presence of the two SS battalions
being a completc surprisec.

AIRBORNE TROOES.

6. Landings of the First Jirborne Corps took place against

only limited oppositions At 1300 hours paratrocps of 101 US Lirborne
Division werc firmly cstoblished at ZON 4426, SOUTH of ST OEIENRODE
4332, and WEST of VEGHEL 4737» Successful drops had also been made
in the vicinity of the main bridges at GRIVE and NIJMEGEN by 82 US
Alrborne Division and at LRNHEM by 1 British Lirborne Division, The
bridge at GRLVE was sccourcd intact but that at ZON 4426 was blown;
NITMEGEN and iRNHEM bridges wwere intzct but not in our hands. It

cen be said thet complete surprisc was gained in the initial stages
and resistance was not at first organised. Enemy flek was much lighter
than had been expected and no fighter opposition had been encountered.
The re-supply of all these formations was up to schedule, and loss

of aircraft had been.neglipible.

FL.NKS,

Te . On 30 Corps RIGHI', 8 Corps vare preparing to bridge with 3
British Division EiST of the Corps boundary, thereby drawing off enemy
attention from 30 Corps' thrust. '

On the LEFT, 12 Corps ordered a night attack and this was
successful, a bridghead being established over the MEUSE - ESCLUT
Canal, with thc object of establishing a Class 9 bridge by early
rmorning 18 September. Both Corps had reported that during the peried
16/17 Scptermber, enecny reaction on their front had becn considerable.

F

" LIR SUPPORT.
O During 17 September 55 sorties werc flowvm by 83 Group

in support of the ground trcops. Attacks by Tyvhoons aloni the
EDDHOVEN road were continuous from 1450 to 1850 hours. Thosc
attacks assistod cosening up some of the stiff cncmy positions in
the woods on cach side of the V/IKENSILJURD road and in the ¥illage
itself where Tiger tanks were attacked with success. The display

of fluorescent pancls was a marked success, only one vehicle being
attacked in rear by our aircraft. :

This closc RaF support was controlled by one of the ' -
contact cars with IRISII GUARLS Group. The scale of attack was as
follows :=- o
B8 aircraft every 5 minutes for 35 minutes and subsequently
8 aircraft every 10 minubtcs until such time as ground troops could
make mMOrc progress.

Thereafter, Typhoons atrafed on the 30 Corps axis of advance
up to the time that the Guerds imaourced Division reache? VAIKENSU/RD
EL108.

These attacks, put in by Typhoons, were only sone 5C yards
on eithcr side of the road and 100 yards ahead of the leading vehicles.
It should be noted that the usual aid of showing 25 pr red smoke was
not required because the RF Squadron Leader controller in the contact
car was able to control the nireraft visually to their targets as
indicated by the 0C IRISH GU/RIS Groups . sccond R contact car

e l/".::UVu‘ il
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moved with 30 Corps and was previously briefed, with the primary tasks
of receiving by \'HE‘ (very high frequency), 2 Tac R report, from a
specially briefad recce aireraft, of the accuracy or ctherwisc of the
Lirborme drops to enable the Corps Commander to decide on his zerc hour,
This i# did ‘and also received Tac R inform=ticn from othcr reconneis-
sanoc aircraft during the operation.

ENEMY 4IR LCTIVITY.

e Although the cnemy put up a fairly strong fighter force, he
was either unable or unwilling to interfere with the airbornc operations
or the close support afforded tc our ground troops by 83 Group RAF.

SUMMARY

10, In summzxy it can bz szid that an excellent situstion had
been created. The whole Corps was poised to advance in any order,
thereby giving the required flexibility should the order of march
have to be altbrcd. The combined ground and airbornec attacks had
gone sccording to plan, complete surprise had been achieved, and

the eneny's back areas had also been surpriscds The R.LF with 83
Greup had given closc and intimate support, and the Corps artillery,
reinforced by 2ll divisional ‘artillery, had put dowvn a barrage which
enabled the break out from the bridgechead by Guards .rmoured Division
to be successfully accomplished, although only after fierce fighting.
The bridgehead area was finmnly held by. 50 Divisicen, and 43 Division
was rcady to move across the MEUSE ~ ESCLUT Canal wher roquired. XS
regards the airborne operations, 1 British 4irberne Corps was close
up 2nd in possession of the NORTH end of *hc RNHESM bridge, while

82 US iirborne Division had captured GRUVE bridge and bridges over
A4S = WALL Canal 678603 7C1541, but had nct yet reached the SOUTH
approaches to the NIJMEGEN bridge. 101 US iLirberne Division had
secured 21l its objectives along the Corps axis cf advance between
EINDHOVEN and GRAVE.
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: 30 CORFS OFERADICNS 16 SEFTEMBER 294k

GENERAT, SITULDION

diles The setting for cooeravions on 18 Scptomber was that the
enemy had effected ap orderly withdramwal during the previous night,
that hé was in greater strength and guality thrin expected, and that
the difficult naturc of the country on edther side of the Corps axis
of advance favourcd the defepce and rustricted our nbility to deplay.
Therefore, the need for more ivfaniry vas anperent znd for this reason
the move forward of 69 Infantry brigade of 50 (N) Infantry Division
was accelerated by Ccmnander 30 Corps. 4 Brigade Group of 43 Division
was also directed to be prepared ic rrove up 25 required.

The enemy was still meking repceted attacks on the WEST of
the bridgehead over the MEUSE ~ ESCAUT, but with the 50 Division taking
over complcte responsibility for holding the bridgehead sccure, the
Guards srmoured Division weould be frec to concentrate its attention
forward.

No definite news was wvoilable about the bridges over the
rivers Wiaili end NEDER RIJN bus it wac known that the one 2t GRIVE over
the MAAS wes intact and in our honds.

TASKS 30 CORES PORMZTIONS 18 S:ptonbac.

12, The tasks as given %o the “crmations of 30 Corps and those
units under cormand vere os follors ;.-

() Guards Armoured Division. (

No change from tasks shovm in peragraph 8 (a) Part I,

(b) 50 (N) Division.

(1) Be prepared to expend up te one brigade in clearing
woods on the flauke of the axis and keeping axis
open 'x Tnad T¢4 VTR 3500 Jho VALKENSWAARD
EL108.

(ii) One brigade to hold Lridgéhohd over the MEUSE - RBSCAUD
Canal., E 2

(iii) 69 Brigade to close up,(from HERRINGEN arca.

(¢) 43 Division.

Be prepared to nove one brigade groun ravidly to je under
command Guards sxmoured Division .if {the latter encountered ,
during their advonce, sericons opposivion in country re-
quiring iriantcys

f ] - g - TG )
ud) Commanders or reprosentstives ol 15/19 H, 44 RTR and SRY )
to report te BGS merning of the 18tb.

GROUND TROOLS.

13, +t 060C hours the CGuords omacurad Division, led by IRISH

GU/RTS Group, rcsunel their advenee Crom V.GKENS. BD #1085 and cons
tinued to mect considersvle eopposition ~lonpg the twe roads NORTI and
EAST of the town. The enagy, genceally speakdng. were in the same

strength and quality as these ensounteped on 17 Sevtember. They .
were using Panther Sanks and their inlantry were making imlt use
of the wooded countev waich lined noeh side of the read.  {LLST

- . ,/I*]P;.Zl?},
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E4213, due NORTIH of VILKENSWAJRD EL108, was reported by 2 HCR to be
firmmly held. 4 cne-way bridge cver a suzll river just SOUTH of
VILIENSYAARD caused a considerable traffic jam, but this was quickly
cleared and the flow of traffic meintaincd.  Lpprucisting that this
would continue to be a bottle-neck, the Corps Ccrmander directed that
ancther bridge be built forthwith, bBut that Guards Lrnoured RE re-
sources were NIOR to be used, as the route was adegusie for the divisien
which was keeping its bridging resources for the WIIHELHIN. Caonal.
During this pericd there was nc enamy 2ir activity and our ovm air
COVET was cperative.

Eventually, AWLST was reported clear, but the cnemy again
imposed delay from a concrete strong poirt two miles to the NOETH.
Meanwhile, armoured cars of 2 HCR were exploring the oridges to
EINDHCVEN. On thc RIGHT, the right~hand scuadron of 2 HCR was held
up by infantry established to the BAST of VAILKENSWALRD but on the
LEFT flank armoured cars were oxyrloiting towards EINDHOVEN and WEST
of it wherc contact was made with eneny paratroops.

By 1100 hours, it was confirmed from civilian scurces that

EINDHOVEN was strongly held and it wus then decided by Conmandér IRISH

IRTS Group to try to by-pass the town by the WVEST reute. They were
again held up by determined enemy resistance NCRTH cof AALST, but on
our securing EINTHOVEN the cnemy withdrew, théreby leaving this group
a clezr run through on to ZON E4425. To the WAST, the 32 Guards
Brigade started to move on thc seccondary route, but after gocd initial
progress, were held up between VALIAENSW.LRD and LEENDE E4808. 4t
1230 hours,the 32 Guards Brigade dirscted an attack on LEENDE, but
were held w» by well directed enemy fire coming Cfrom the “cods situated
NE cf V.IXENSW.ARD,

Owing to the woakness of bridges, which would not take tanks,
the GREN,.DIER GIARDS CGroup could make 1little progresa on the roands
WEST of EINDHOVEN and had to come back on to the madn axis.

At 1700 hours, 101 US iirberne Division reported that
EINDHOVEN was firymly in its hands, and that the IRISH GU.RDS Group
had linked up with it on the NCRTH edge of the town,  leanwhile,
WELSH GU.RIS Group moving on the subsidiary axis werc reported to
be having 2 aterm fight, tut by last light they had overccme eneny
resistance and werc established just SOUTH of GELDRCP EL816, vhich
was still held by the enemy.

In summary, the nesition at last light was tnot the Guards
Armcured Division was fMirily established, centred on EINIHOVEN
with the 5 Guards armaoured Brigade Group holding firmly the SOUTH
bank of the Canal SQUTH of ZAON hridge ELL25 which had been blovm.
The 50 (N) Division continued mopping ur overations and maintained
their hold over the MEUSE - ESCAUT Cznal.e 1 DORSFEUS tock over
VALBNSWAMRT,  Throupghout the day, the enemy continued to attack
the bridgehead cver the MEUSE - ESCAUT Canal from the NE, These
attacks were supported by twenty morters and twelve puns but were
beaten off after sUilf fighting.

In a2ddition, thoe cnoayy attouptsd to disrupt comaunicstions
along the existing axis, particulsarly the bridge over the MEUSE -
ESCAUL Canal but these attenpts were unsvecessiul.

50 () Division passed terporarily under cperational corsaand
of 8 Corps, =zs it was decided 30 Corps skould be relieved of the res-
ponsibility for safepuarding the bridgé sres snd thelr axia of
advance from that bridge up teo EINUIOVIG, It wns noteworthy that 50
(N) Division thus left operational comnand of 30 Corps for the first
time since /jugust 19435+

vae/The
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The bridge situaticn was that the Guards .rmoured Division
were building 2 cluss 4O bridge over the canal at ZOW E4L25 and this
was 'to be completed by first light morning 19 September so that the
arpoured thrust towards GRL.VE E6253 could be continued. 82 US
Airborne Division had copturcd intnct the bridge at GRAVE, The
bridges at NLJECEN and .-.RN}IE_. were 2lso reported to be intact but
not yet secured by clements of 82 US Lirborne Division and 1 British
4drborne Division. 101 IS iirborme Division reported that all the
remaining bridges:across the water obstacles along the main axis of
advance were intact and firmuly held.

( AIRBORNE TRQOES.

1% (a) 101 US Airborne Division.

101 US Airbogpe Division continued to consolidate its hold
on all the nodal points on the axis of advance up to and
excluding the bridge ot GRIVE. To date, ifs losses had
been light,and enemy -ocpposition against nodal po‘r nts which
thuy held had not bescn active.

(b) 82 Us Adrborne Division.

In the NIJLEGEN w@xrea, 82 US Lirborne Division was est-
ablished SOUTH of the NLIZCFN bridge with a firm base on
the high ground SOUTH of the town. They alse further
consulit"ﬂtml their hold orn this srea dnd extended this up
the IilS - UL Canal. Tlements of this division were
conly some 300 yards from the bridge itself, but could
get no ecloser as the eneny was defending it with SF

guns snd henvy machine guns firing from nre-—war concrete
pill boxes. - :

The fly-in off 327 Glilex Inf~ntry Repiment was success-
fully achieved on this dny with negligible losscs.

(¢) 1 British iirborne Division.

In the .&WHEL srxea, L Dritish flirborme Division was
established JEST and N of the town, but the ¢nemy, consis-—
ting of 35 units and roinf'crced with tanks and 5P guns,

was holding the tovm itself. The situation was obscure.
Information was hard to pget and communicaticns were
difficult owing to bad westher and the intense bombardment
that the perdmeter of the area, held Ly 1 British iirborme
Division, was receiving from the enemy.

Little was kncwn of the 1 Parachute Bripgade, other than
civilian reports which stnted that clements were still
holding out near the NORLI ond of the JWIEM bridge. This
subsequently jroved to be corrcct.

No communication was established with 1 Parnchute Brigade
throurhout the day, in spite of attenmpts by 11 Parachute
Battalion =nd the 5 3105 to break through to the EAST.

The First Division build-up was continued during the day
by the arrival of 4 Parachute Brigr_'\.dc and sub units of . ir
Landing and Divisicnal trosos.

is rejr r“'- mailntenance ¢f this Division, the re-supply on
this dny wns not successful ns it was all dropped on the
enery, anc this was undoubtedly largely duc fo heavy cneny
flnk which hod beun thickened up by flak trains operating
WEST of Sddilibid. Ir addition, weather conditicns werc far
from favourable cowing to Lad visibility.
«ea(d)/Since



(@) Since the stnrt of the operation, iirborne Corps reported
thet they had taken about 90C priscners of war but that
their ovm c¢asualties were beginning to mount up.|

AIR SUPFORT,

15, During the whole day the weather was the limiting factor,
as it was bad both cver zirfields and the battle arca; consequently,
the ground troops of the leading brignde of the Guerds Jrmcured
Division did not get the same close and intimate support that they
had received on the vrevious day. In addition, the ground situation
lacked the clarity which on the pruvicus day had enabled the degree
of intimate support clready described to be achieved, This made
rapid progress difficult =2geinst the enemy who continued to hold his
positions, well duy; in and with weapons well sited, with great
deterninction. =

ENELY AIR 4CTIVITY.

e —

16, There was 1little interference to our ground troops by
eneryy air activity, but an unsuccessful attack was made on JOES
BRIDGE over the LEUSE - ESCAUL Canal.

3! “‘LI'IKS .

17. On 30 Corps RIGHT 8 Corps had, afier very stiff fighting,
established o small bridgchend over the ZSCAUT Canal in the LILLE -
ST-HUBERT 14294 are:z.

Cn 30 Corps LEFT, 12 Ccrps had established ancther bridge-
head over the JEUSE Canal ond by last light two brigades were across
on the Northern bank.
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20 CORPS OPERATICHS 19 SEPTRABER
GENERAL SITUATIQN
18, The situation at the threc main bridges over the Rivers

MAAS, WAAL and NEDIR RidN was that ¢=

82 US Airberme Division had confirmed that the GRAVE bridge
was intact and held by them.

Between the GRAVE nnd NLJWEGEN bridges the situation was
obscure, The Divisicn reported fighting 300 yards SOUTH cf NIJMEGEN
bridge and that they werc in possession of bridges over MAAS - WAAL
Canal £78603, It was kmown that they had been rorced to pull out
on to ground EAST of HIJLEGEN owing to the encmy threat developing in
the REICHYALD FOREST arca on their RIGHT flank,

From ARNHEE little definite informaticn was available,

To counter the threcst in the REICHWALD FOREST arca, the
COLDSTREAM GUARDS Group were tc be placed in suppcrt of 82 US Airborme
Division.

Guards Armoured Divisicn vere ready and about to crcss by
the ZON bridge, having briken through the Lnemy‘s main resistance
whioh had becn encountored at EINDHOVEN,

TASKS,
19. Continuaetion of tasks alrcady allotted.
GROUND TROQES.

20, At 0615 hours, 5 Guards srmcured Brigade got away to a goed
start having passed over the Class 40 bridge at ZON which had been
completed during thc night 18419 September. The timings for the
construction of the bridge, built by 1) Field Squadron Were approximate-
ly as follows :-

RE reconnaissancc reached the site at 1900 hours.
First bridging vehiole 2000 hours.
First vehiole acrcss the bridge N615 hours,

By 0700 hours, the leading brigade was beyond VECHEL and heading for
the GRAVE bridge, 32 Guards Brigade following clcsc behind them. Al-
though 2 HCR reported oppositicn in UDEN 5342, by 0830 hours lecading
sub-units of the 2 RMIOURED GRENADIFR GUARDS had crossed the River MAAS
using the GRAVE bridge, and thus the first major obstacle had becn
secured for the further advance of _’;C_Garpa.

By 1115 hours, 15/19 HUSSARS had linked up with 101 US
Adrborne Divison in EINDHOVEN, thereafter coming under theoir command
for execution of their tasks. Onc squadron was in EINDHOVEN and werked
NW towards BEST 3726, and EAST tc GELDROF E4816 and HEIMOND 5522. The
remaining two squadrons pushed ¥EST from ZON ¢ BEST 3726.

By 1400 hours, leading patrols cf 2 HCR had reached the River
ViiAl and 5 Guards .rmoured Brignde was concentrated SOUTH of NIJMEGEN.
Meanwhile, fierge fighting 2s going on in the town of NILJMEGEN itself,
which by this time was strongly held by clements of 9 SS .Divisicn and
Flak troops. They werc also holding the SOUTH end of the NLIMEGEN
bridge over the River WiiL. 'The bridge was intact and although pro-
parcd for demolition thc leads had been cut, 1t was subsequently
found, by Dutch partisans. This vas indecd lucky as it was not

«ss/until
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until late the following day that the bridge was Tinzlly seized and
held by cembined British - US clements,

To clear the bridge, a ccmbined Guards Jrmoured Division
and 82 US ALirbornc Divigion attack was plamned and put in at 1500
hours. This attack, led by the GRENADIER GUIRIS Group whe made
an attempt te frrce a "blitz" crossing cver the NLJMEGEN bridge with
tanks, was net succesaful. The cncuy had plnced SP guns on the
SOUTH end of Ghe bridge and held 2 number of sircngeeints, including
concrcic pillboxcs, on the Southern ¢nd, The GU/RDS lost 2 number
of tenks, and altheugh they =2ttenvted with their infantry to by-pass
the zpereaches te the bridge, they cculd make no headway.  attempts
to got further obscrvation and informotion as to ths encmy strength
vere made by svoeisl prrtics of infentry who climbed up te the reofs
of the highest houses and from which they snived ané shot 2t the
enemy., By lagt ligat the attack had definitaly foailed and the
enemy were 8iill in posseseion of the SCUTH end of the bridge, which
was still intzet,

A% 1.0 henrs, Headauerters 30 Corvs lizin, accompanied by
Ly ROYAL TiNYS and the SEY rioved from the HECHTEL 3483 area tc pro-
ceed to MALDEM TO55 arca, vhich it did neot reach, owing tc encmy
ground and air acilon, until the evening of 20 September, having
been in transit ure the main axis fer 24 hours, and having taken
rart in 2 shovp sciion to clear the axis, '

4t 19C0 hourg the encmy attacked with trwnlks, with o heavy
supperting progromms on the ZCN bridge, and its area, in on offort
to cut cur L of C, but this attack was succesalully held by Lh ROYAL
TAWKS and 501 RCT of the 101 US .irbernez Division.

IR SUSEORT,

21, Wenther wos again the liwmiting factor. Beth over air-
fields and over the battle aren it wns bad for flying. srmourad
reconnaissunce missions sent out had te be reealled on ascount cf
banks of low cloud, Only 735 scrtics were fleown,

The resunply cf 1 ‘lirbormec Divisien was unsuccessiul and
in cnemy handas,
- -

ENFEMY ATR LCTIVITY.

S £

22, Beversl formations nttacked targets in the NILIJEGSH area
and this was fellewed by a recomnaissgance in the EINIHOVEN - TTLBURG
ared.

AIRBORNE TROQES.

23, (a) 1 airbornc Division.

At JRMNHEM, 2t 1559 heurs, elements of L Parnchute Brigads
were still in the vieinity of the NORZH end of the . RIIENI
bridge, tut they were not holding it.  They were also in
the Westomn end of SANIN itaelf, where they had established
themselves in o mmber of heuses and continued o beat cff
Jetermined enemy attncks, The enewy, whe was employing
Tigor tonks, nsced the simule wmethod of bl-sting o hcouse
until 1% could no lenver =fford cover. In the bridge area
itself, beavy fighting tock place but the true situntien
was obsScure as commnications were peor;  the maln cnuss

cf indifferent commnicrtions was largely becruse crern-
tional conditiona neccoaitated Headgunrters being sited

in a2 rloce vhieh wns unsvitoble fer seod eccxmunicntions.

It was kuown, hewerver, that smmunition snd supplics were
badly nceded, a8 most of the re-suvply carried cut on

M
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18 September was dropped in enemy territory, The rernsons

for this werc the oxtremely heavy flak which was erployed by
the cnomy against the unarmed Dokotas and this flak had been
considerably thickecned up since Sund~y 17 Septomber ;3 Dakota
and fighter pilots zreported that this was some of the heaviest
that they had yet experienced. Civilian sourccs reported that
tanks wore operatins against 1 Sdirborne Division perimeter,
and o request for inmediate air support to corbat- this

threat was initianted by Comrmander 1 lLdrborne Division during
the day, The Division's position wus mide more precarious
as, owinz to bad wenther, the drop of the Polish Parachute
Brirade, which should have taken place on 19 September, was
delayed,

(b) 82 US iirborne Division

To help the Division in its task of protceting the aren 'Sé’

of NIJTEGEN, the COLDSTREAN GUARDS Group of the Guards
Armourcd Division was detoched and enme under conmand of 82 UZ
Airborne Division for operatiems during 19 Scptember,

As hus bucn described above, clorents of this Division located

in the NIJMEGEN bridge nrca, put in.an attack to eapture the
bridee itscll in eonjunctinon with the Guords Armourcd Division,
In ~ddition to this, the Division hsld off stiff conemy opposition
in the REEK 7560 ~ran. the cneiny had attackud with some

tanks and wns meking o nuisance of himself by employing

scvernl 88 mm suns, The Division also succeeded in beating

off determined enemy attoacks, although thesc were not in great
strength, in the GROESBEEK 7555 aren,

(¢) 401 US iirbornc Division

The Division, with 15‘/‘19 HUSEARS under command, continued

to maintain and sccure their hold on the various parts of the
main axis of 30 Corps L of C, ond on this day their
dispostions were oo follows =~

(i) 501 RCT ~  area VEGHEL 4737.
(ii) Onc battalion off 502 - ST OEDENRODE 4232
Rersdment
(1ii) 506 RET ~  FINDHOVEN with

detnchmont ot
ZON L4425,

(iv) Gli«"l.-.;r tderiment and aren 4127

ailrborne artillery

J’I

(v) 502 RCT, less one - aren~ BEST 3726,
battalion

The eneny were in £oir strength at SCHTIINDEL 4038 which was
to the WESP of the axis, and at HEIZOND 5522 to the EAST of
the axis, In the HELMOND arce, the enomy wns reported to
be NORTIH and SOUTH of the town and to he deploying supporting
armg, porticularly heavy mochine guns,  The cstimnted numbor
of prisoncrs of war tukin by both 82 and 101 US Airborne
Divisions up to 1800 heurs 19 Scptcember wis approximately
2,000, =11 of which, it wns intcreating t» notc, werc from
anti-aireraft, Corman Adr orce and L of C units,

,.../Th&'
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The Division's casunltics wers estimnted as between
500 and 700,

2, The situntion un both the 8 and 12 Corps frontz was that
only limited advonces hod been mode owing to the difficult naturo of
the country which the vnery was dofending stubbornly ond.skiilfully,

48 regerds 30 Corps, it hnd two open flanks ond its main axis
was subject to continunl attacks from ecnemy elements of about a
battalion strength, supported by tanks ; it wis nccepted that these
intermittent atincks would continue until the lesdins formation of the
two flanking Corps could mnke betier progress '

LSS,
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.30 CORPS OPERATIONS 20 SEFTEEER. )"

CENERAL SITUATION

25. There were three main considerations which were the basis
of operations for thizs day, Pirst, it was imperntive to sccure
the NINEGEN bridge, and if this could not be donec, then an nssault

crossing would hove to be undertaken, - Secondly, on the RICHT

flank the situation wos cousing some anxicty, as 82 US Airborne

Divicion wore being thre=tened from the BEEX area, and it wes

apparent that the enemy was building up in the REICHTALD POREST

I 8551 aren, .. Lastly, the overriding nccessity for velieving the

1 British Alrborne Uivisjon wns obrious, nas the foilurs of communications
hed prevented ~ny assessment of the true situatien,

TASKS FOR 30 CORPS FORLL.TIONS 20 GEPTELBER

26, In summsry, the tasks that were allotted to the formations
of' 30 Corps Tor operations to take ploce 20 Scpiember were 23
follows ;-

() Guords Armoured Division

(1) 7o resume from 82 US firbornc Division, (50L
Regiment), responasibility of NT.IVIGEN bridce '1r'"'1./
at fivst light 20 September,

(3i) 32 Cusrds Prigadc vis to be in support of 82 US /
Airborne Division and to act 2s a mobhile reserve for
‘deflonce of BLST flank and nlso to ha responsible
for defonce of the (=n~l bridrc a2t 7025359,

/

(b) 43 Division to concentrate in GRAVE ares with a view to
undertaking an assault erossing of the River WAAL, and /
eapturing NIJMEGEYN bridge intact, '

BUIID UP.

27, In order to maintain the ifmpetus o 3Q Corps attack on the
NIJVEGEN bridge area, a quick build wp of fightine troops, supporting
arms and supply commoditics was wvital, The anin nxis had to be

kept open and build-up troffic hustled on, To enzble this to be
done, all down traffic, less Ambulnnces, was stopped :nd certain
formations .md units were "frozen" to encbla irhting troops,
vehicles and supplics to get throurh to the forward 'rens, During
the night 19/20 September, the cnemy bombed BINDHOVEN arec hoavily,
causing delay and confusion prrticwlarly ~mong the suvpply cehelons.
At 0800 hours, the cnemy mede another ~ttamt to cut our I of C which
he attacked with tanks, @P.puns and infantry ; thosc vere based on
the HELNOND ~rea in 'which it wos reported thot the eansl banks were
being mined, thereby showine that the cnemy wor dotermined to

delay the securing of the RICHT flink by 8 Corps ns long 5 possible.
This attack caused further delay, and entnilcd an organiscd attack by
501 RCT assisted by 15/19 H, 44 ROYATL TANKE, SRY and lain Corps
Headquarters being put in to clenr »nd re~open the main axis ; this
they did succesafully =nd by 1100 hours, the flow o tratfic was
able to continue,

The situation as regards Guirds Arroured Division and 43
Division was that the Cuwds, less their adwinistrative schelons,
were coneentrated in «nd SOUIN of NIJIECEN (one Comprny 1st (Motor)
Battalion GRENADIER CUARDS having svesosainlly blowvn up the Fost O0ff'ice

... /ohick was
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which was believed to contain a switchbox for the dcmolition of the
bridges), whils 130 Infantry Brigzade of 43 Division was dus to move
up to tho NIJMECEN aroa on the night of 20/21 September with 4 view
to taking over the NIJIGGEN bridges once sccured,

GROUND TROOPS

28, The encmy bridgchead in WIDMIEGEN, which was subsequently
proved to have boen in a very precarious state on the provious night,
was reinforced during tho hours of darkness by 33 troops from ARNHEM,
They took up strong positions in the houses, and notably in the old
fort just SOUIH of the road bridge, which, together with anti-tank
guns, dominated the roundabout “nd other approaches,

During the night 2 plan had been made betweén Commanders
Ards Armourcd Division -nd 82 US Aivhorne Division,

At first light, 5 Cwrds srmoured frigade with under command .
2 Battalion, 505 US Parachute Infontry Reziment, assumed rosponsidbility
for clearing NIJMEGEN preparatory to scizing the bridge. At the
same time, the COLDSTREATT GUAKDS Group of 32 Guwds Brigade moved over
to support 82 US 'irborne Division on the RICHT flank.

504 US frachute Infintry Reoiment was thus freed to under-
take ar assault crossing of the River ¥VirL, WEST of NIJMEGEN in area
€8€L. The artillery support ~nd timings of both forces were co-
ordinated so that the brideos might be atticked simultaneously from
both sides of the river,

At first light, 1 Yotor Datt~lion GREN:DINR GUARDS with
in support torks of 2 \rmourcd Hntislion GREMADIER GUARDS nnd snipers
of 2 Battalion, 505 US Farachute Tnf-ntry Regiment operating largely
from roof-tops, proccoded with the laborious task of clearing the
town towards the Southern end of Loth bridges, Before fierce enemy
resistance, the advance procecded from house to house, slowly but steadily.

Meanwhile 504 US Parachute Infantry Regilment, together with
two squadrons 2 Armourcd Fnttalion IRISH GUARDS who were to support
them from the SOUTH of the river, were preparing for the hazardous
task of an assault crossing in daylight, Yany factors werc against
them, The enciny had excellent obscerveation from the NORTH bank, and,
even at the hour sclocted, the currenf did not drop below threc knots.

At 1500 hours the assault began, In order to prevent
aimed fire during the launching nnd crossing, the limited artillery
support was augmented by intense 'R and 84 fire from the IRISH GUARDS
tanks, which also atterpted n amoke screen., Owing to the weather,
however, the latter was not efi‘ective and on appronching the oneny
bank the assaulting troops were rct with heavy fire, This onused
very heavy casualtios snd only n fow of the lunding wave reached the
far bank, some in bonts and sone swinming, Despite this, a footing
was obtained and a suel! bridgchead 700 yards wide and 100 yards deep
was maintained until the srrivel of the follow-up waves, some of whom
swvam the river, Ry 160C hour:: this fore~ moved FAST towards the
Northern end of tho NIJIEGEN bridres, The ferrying of anti-tenk guns,
stores and equipment Lehind the ~ssaulting force wne successfully
carried out by 615 #ield Sgquadron,

Communications buetweon the two forees were not good, but
at approximately 105 hours a report wis reeceived lythe CRENADIERS
that the Ameriean Flng could be scen on the for side of the bridge.

vvo/This
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This subsequently turned out to be the railway bridge but it served
a5 2 signal for the GEENADIARS, who were by then fichting on the
spproaches to the road brides, to attempt rush tactics,

At 1930 howrs 2 small foree, ineluding t-m}f and infantry
of the GREN/DIZR3, with scme IP anti-tank guns and Sappors of 14 Field
Squadron, crosscd tnc 600 ynrds span of the bridge and jomcd up

wiith the US Paratroops,

The position was soon strongthoneé by the ~ddition of
tenks and infantry from the IRLSIT GUIDS Group,, sné Ty 2015 howrs a
close bridgehead was firmly cstablished,

Far intc the nisht sporadic fighting cortinued on both
banks, and 2lso on the bridge iteclf whore snipers wore still
firing from the cirders at the Sappors, who were hurriedly removing
the ample supply of demolition charcus,. which mysturio'mly, hed
naver been [ired, Undcrneach the roadway, in the picrs themoelves,
80 Gorman prisoners wecs “rkon by the Sappucs £rom their place of
hiding in the dumoliticn chawbors,

It was clear that a considersble ammrd of mopping up would
have te bec dono on the merning oi' 21 Sewtomber before the towm of
NIJHBEGEN covld be considorad rzlc--v of -enciay. . But ore of the most
important bridges in Buropc nad bicn enptured intact in the face of
Gesperate rosistanca by o very r.!._.,-,:-::‘.inud onemy, This was a
magnificent achicvement brought about by the nctions, so brilliantly
co-ordinated and exueutod, of the Guards Armowred =nd 82 US .-u,r-ho; na
Divisions,

ATIBORME TROOEF S

29, (a) 82 US Aivvorne Division
On the RIGHT flank of 30 Corps,; which was held by 82 US
Airborne Division, the encmy had built up and atizcked in
some strongthe & B

In the BEFEK 7560 srea the endmy neld the line of 729628 -
735615 = WBEO2 with =bout = batt~lion of infantry, some
of" whom were dug in ari supportued by tanks, 2lso dug in,
and 2 number. of 86 nm guns, Tactical Reconnaissance

had roported: that therc were more cnomy dipgine in in the
REICHWAID POREST nran 7852, and it was obwious that the
snemy woees building up ther: 'r.'ith a vicw Lo staging o counter-
attack agninst our RIGHT in the naxca held By 505 Regiment,
Small pavtics of the aneny also - “L welead 505 R ,."??.,1;1(..1117 at
GROPCIETIC, whnile 502 .51-»_:",73.3111:1'1'2".:]. (r.\_-ﬂ t T -y "tt' cled
by small partics of the eneuy over: - from MOOK B 7251,
Although those atbacks wore hold, "Chu.}- wore troublc 30510
owins to the close naturc of the couniry snd thu [ act that,

exceut for Tcbictl Hocomnniss G, the fow approaches to

the REICHWAID POREST aron 7852, made it difficult for

our pitrols to ro out 111.1 obtain intomn:tion, "uI‘thL;-r SOUTH
as has beoen deseribed above, the vnomy alsc held 1 C at
which were reported to be slemonts of two Gernan RL:"!!IUI’LtE.

[+ wes also reported thot a German tridge was being dbuilt a
CIYX 7148 whieh would probobly be used for ro Anforecine the
cneny forces alrindy concentrated in the REICHEALD arca 7852,

ssia/ 18
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It was estirntel that as the two villages of MOOK E 7251
and CUYK E 7149 lay 2t the ond of the three main
reinforcerent routes from GERALNY that the enemy would
reinforce in this area and hold on to thesc points, and
this subsequently proved to bo corrcct,

To mect this threat, COLDSTREAM GUARDS Group from the
Guards Armoursd Division was put under command of 82

US Airborne Division, This Division was also further
reinforced by the rclense of the parachute infantry
regiment which had bBeen guarding the NIJHEGEN bridge which
was now in process of being taken over by 130 Infantry
Brigade of 43 Diviasion,

1 British firborne Division

In the /RNHEY area, 1 British Airborne Division were
continuing to hold = srall divisional perimcter which
controlled a portior of' the NORTH bank of the MEDER RIJN
near the IEVEADORP Ferry €877 ~nd the wooded area round
OOSTEREREK E 6977,

The situatiorn was becoming acute as the enemy had
reinforced during the past two days and it was apparent
from prisoncrs of war that he was bringing in good fighting
troops. Extrenely heavy firhting was experienced,

The encmy made o series of locnl attacks preceded by heavy
mortaring and fire from SP guns and, in some cases,
accompanicd by tanks, ARNVHENM was now entirely in the
eneny's hands, The bridgchead was heing shelled from
the high cround to the NORTH and the enomy werc infiltrating
through the Airborne Division's lincs from the same
direction,

Casualtics of the iir Landing Brigade and the two Farachute
Brigades during this period were hcavy ; from civilian
rcports, it could now be assumed that only small olements
of the 1 British Parachute Brigade werc operating. Thus
the oncmy's main resistonce was centred on ARNHEXM in which
it was reported that he had 300 SS, a number of paratroops
and 10 SP 88 mm guns,

The above information wes confirmed by the adjutant,
Royal Engincers, 1 Airborne Division who that morning
had crossed the River NEDER RIJN WEST of the ARNHEM
bridge and had walked through the enemy lines to the
Headquarters of the Guards /‘rmoured Division., He said
that the supply situation,after the partially suecccssful
re-supplying of the Division by linkotn aircraft on 19-

September, was ndequate, He knew nothing of the supply
situation as regards 1 Farachute Brigade, as the Brigade
continued %o bue isolated from the Division, He

emphasised, however, the Division's resources were
stretched to the uttermost and that relief was vitel
within the next 24 hours if the Division was to remain
intact as a fighting formation,

101 US .irbornc Division

The Division continued to maintain its hold on nodal
points along 30 Corps L of £, At ZON the enemy had
attacked but had beun repulsed,

.../The situation




The gitustion ns ropords any majjor anemy threat to tho

Corps nxis and I, of C wins not at this stage apparent,
although it wis known that a consideratle force of

the cneiy was estallisned to the WEST of the axis,

Thiz threat, however, it was hoped would be met by

the two {lankinc formntions, 8 and 12 Corps making rather
more rapld prosrcss than they had in the past, which had been
slow owing to ths difficult nature of the country.

v
£a)
L

ATR SUFI"ORT

30. Brad wonthor mnd the mointonance lift for ro=supply of "
1 British ,drborne Division kept the number of sorties down to 259

of which 181 were purcly fighter oporations, air cover and

SWOGDS, =

Tactical Rocomnsigssance produced little of value both
because of bad visibility »nd the orohibition on flying during
alrborne drops, Iater this hind its effect, as it enabled the
eneny to concentratse forceds 1B/ 5T ud VEST of the axis of advance
with 2 view to aftacking and disrupting traffic on it.

wy

and were
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31, On the RIGHT, 8 Corps had sceured aCHEL XK 4297 and HAMONT

K 4797 both of which vercashort of the DUTCH fronticr, Ovposition

by the cnomy was stubborn, and it was thought that HELVOND was

held in strength Dy tanks and Sappers who -were manning the EAST

bank of tlhie Conel, '

On the IEPT, 12 Corps nhad gained the line of the road
between 3815 and 3010, =nd had weported stiff opposition from the
WEST in the awrun WEST of 3002,

dpest itk direcdvon of 4rensonce
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GENERAL SITUATION

324 With the capturc of the NIJVEGEN bridge intact and a
docre'n..,c of cneny activity SE of NTTIECEN E 7062, it was hoped that

2 quick break out from the lu-ltcn bridgeehead neross the NEDER RIJN
would be achieved.

The uncuitabilisy of the country between the rivers MAAS
and NEDER RIJN for tonle made it irpor 'tlve that more infantry
were brouzht up. This conflicted with ossential maintenance up
and down traffic plus suppovting arnd A artillery, all of which
were urgently rcequired ia the forward areass,

The threat to the Corps L of ¢ was not at this stage serious,
although = considerable fcroe of the remmants of the 15 Gorman Army
werce tlireatening it 'rom the VBST. .

TASKS FOR 30 CORPS FORMLTTOLS 21 SEPTEMDER

33. The tusks thet were given to formations of 30 Corps and
units under command for overations worc s follows :-

(2) Guards srmoursd Division

(i) Ensure sccurity of road bridge over R ViiL a
NITMEGEN I 7062,

(ii) Anvance earliuv.t pocsible 21 Scptember at maximum
spced to aren ARNIRY 1 7575 continuing with task given
‘in 30 Corps Upcxation Instruction Number 2, vide
paragraph 8 (2), Port I, and also bringing Agsist-
ance to 1 irberne Divis sion, Main axis of advance
NIJHEGEN B /06Z .. KESSEN 7167 -~ ARNHEM = 7575 ;
operational traffic may olso unae road I*!IJT.LLT_.N
B 7062 - BIsm 7070, If strong opposition iret,
Cuards ymourcd Division will mnke every effort to fan
out VEST and reach NEDBR RIJN area WEST of RNHEM
to mnke contnct with 1 Airbornc Division,

(4ii) COIDSTREL: G1.IDG Ceoup renmin in support 82 US
Adrborne Division il rr*lu wod by Corp: Headquarters,

(b) 43 Division

(i) Relicve VEISH GU.EDS rusponsibility bridges GRAVE
6253 and 6760 earliest poasible, A& soon n3 nvailable,
Squadron  Hoconmriszsance to operste WEST from GRAVE
6257, ST,

(ii) Jend two batinllions 130 Bricade to nasist Guards
Axmoured Division +o clenr up WBST po “{, of NIJMEGEN
7062 nad to ascurs r"-l\‘ y bridpe 7063
airborns Cotps roguested to assist this by
encurvoneing to seize NORTH end of this bridge,

(iii) advance ns soon o8 s_""i.‘;ﬂ le WEST of Gunrds Armoured
Division towerds NFD

e (iV)/Bﬂund.-"nry

B2 RILJN to nssist 1 Jdrborne Division.



(iv) Boundary between Guards irmourcd Division and 43
Division, when the latter advance, will be, inclusive
L3 Division, line of railway from NIJMEGEN to
NEDER RIJN at 7176 subject to axis rights mentioned
 paragraph (a) (ii) above, ‘

(v) Concentrate remninder Division, as it arrives, in
area astride road from bridge 6760 - inclusive
GRAVE,

GROUND TROOPS

ks By the morning of 21 September, clemonts of the 5 Gyards
Armoured Brigade less VELSH GUARDS Group, which was still guarding
the GRAVE bridge, were well cstablished on the NORTH bank of the

R WAALL and were prepared to push on with maximum speed to /ARNHEM in
relief of 1 Airborne Division, To ensure LEFT flank protcction,

2 HCR sent out patrols to 0SS E 4754 - s'HERTOGENBOSCH & 3246

and also from GRAVE - UDEN, Those patrols rcported that the enemy
werc passing throuzh TIEL 4268 and that they were withdrawing EAST
along the NORTH bank of the R WiAil. It was.now apparent that the
encry were well established in the area NORTH and SOUTH of EIST,
which they appeared to bte holding in strength, About 20 tanks

had been reported by Tactical Reconncissance to be moving in a
southerly direction in the dircetion of ARNHEM, /i prisoncr of war
from the Panzer Jaeger Battalion stated that they had no orders to
attack but merely to dig in in the ELST area, and it was now apparent
that the enemy was dctermined to prevent us reaching ARNHEN.

An added Adifficulty was that although it h:d been confirmed
that the railway tridge WEST of the NIJLEGEN road bridge was o Class
LO bridge, owing to cnemy activity directed against it from the NORTH
bank, it was imposaible to get traffic on to it. The approaches.

were weakened and blocked by disabled:tanks and vehicles ; =2
considerable amount of work would have to be done béfore tanks could
be got across, This was undertaken by Corps Troops RE,

During the morning, 130 Infantry Brigade of 43 Division
had taken over the responsibility of holding the GRAVE bridge arca from
the VELSH GULRDS Group, 214 Infontry Brigade Group of the 43 Division
was to cross the river by the railway bridge over the R WaiL at 1400
hours that afternoon. A squadron of 4/7 DRLGOON GUARDS crossed
the road bridge, the approaches to which had, by. this time, been
sufficiently strengthened to take tanks.

The previous night 5 Guards Brignde, with the IRISH GUARDS
Group and 153 Ficld Regiment, had cstablished o close bridgchead in
the immediate area at the NORTH cond of the NIJHMRGEN bridze.

By 1230 hours, 130 Infantry Brigade of 43 Division, less two
companies of L4 DORSETS, had taken over the NIJUEGEN bridges from
5 Guards Armourcd Bripgade Group, The disposition of 130 Brigadc
was that 7 HAMPS were responsiblc for the Southern oxits and 5 DORSETS
were responsible for the Northern exits,

By 1300 hours, the IRISH GUARDS Group of 5 Cuards irmoured
Brirade was deployed 2s fully as the country would permit, ngainst an
encmy who vas fighting stubbornly in the arca SOUTH of FLST and who
had sited a strong anti-tank sercen just NORTH of the bridge.

.+ /Progress
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Progress by the armour wns slow as it was compelled to
keep to the road which imposcd upon it advancing on = one tank front,
Not only had this rond deep ditches on both sides, thereby preventing
deployment off it, but it was also raised about 6 feet above the
surrounding countryside, Thus our tonks were 2 perfect target for
enemy 88 mms, 105 miz ~nd Tiger tanks who hed rorued o very strong enti-
tank screen some 600 yards off the rond on the RIGHT flank in the
area of RESSEN station, To liquidatce this tank screen, the WELSH
GUARDS Group attempted to get round on the IL&PT flank but the country
did not allow this and toth the VELSH ~nd IRISH GUARDS Groups lost
a number of tanks, The available artillery support was limited
to one battery firing at 2 time, ~u only o limited ~mount of :
artillery could be got forward up the L of C, In ~ddition, the
contact car, which was allotted to the IRISH GUIRDS Group, failed
to contact the squadron of Typhoons in support owing to faulty
communications between the VHF set and the nircraft ; thus the tanks
lacked vital support at a critical period of the battle, By last
light the position was little changed and orly = slightly enlarged
bridgehead was held by 5 Guards Armouvred Prigzde Group. Meanwhile,
129 Brigade Growp had boen moved up and had.become available to strengbhien .
the bridgehead, if requircd, early rorning 22 September,

ATRBORNE TROOPS.

35. (2) 1 British .irbornc Division

There was still 1little definite news sbout the Division

vhich continued t¢ hold & Divisionnl perimcter of aspprox-

imatoly one mile by half n mile centred on HARTESTEIN 6978 botween
the river and the high sround to the NORTH of it. The

encmy, most of whom werc now confirmed to bo elements of 9

SS Division, were shelling and mortaring the position nand :

this was followed up by loecal ~ttrcks which were causing heavy
casualties, . Although the strength of the 1 Airborne .
Division was considerably reduced, they continued to inflict
heavy casualtigs on the Gormans,

Owing to the contraction of the Divisional perimcter caused
by repeated cnemy attacks, the divizional Field Dressing
Station was also beinz shelled =nd hit Ly thc eneny, This
continued until the Assistant Director of lodieal Services

of the iirborne Division drove out in = jeep and demanded from
the German Carmonder that this censc, The Gorman Commander
granted this concession and also slloweld cur jeeps to drive
out and collect casunlties mnd thereafter cvacuate them

into the ARNHEM hospitil, Tt is of intevost to mote that
both British and Gorran ensualtics were svacuated ans treated
impartially in this British Ficld Dreszing Station.

In ARNHEM itself, which by this tine was entirely controlled
by the eneimy, elements of 1 Parachute Brignde wore continuing
to snipe the Germans but thay were rradunlly being nopped

up. At 1700 hours, the ferry ~§ HEVE/DORP 687767 had
been crptured by the onemy and thus 211 links to the Southern
aide of the river wore cut,

Throughout the day, 64 Medium Regiment fired in support of
the division causing the uneny hesvy casunlties, The
assistance mnd accurate fire Ly this regirent was of the
greatest value and raised the morale of the troops
consider=bly, - During the doy it wns of note that the
division destroysd 15 cneuy tanks.

«v /it 1714 hours,
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t 171 hours, =hout two thirds of the Polish Parachute
Bripgade ware dropued in the syos I ‘amd NORTH of ELST
7070, The Jrop took place nenrer to DLST, and hence the cneny
positions, than vns intended owing to hea vy enemy flhk,

' The ruault of this waz that the Polish Parachute Brizade
suffereé 2 nunber of c2sunltics and it took” time to collect
and concentrate them in the area fror which they were to
cross to reinforce 1 British Jiirborne Division, 4s has
=lresdy been narrated, the Adjutant Royal Engincers 1 ,
Alrborng Division had said that help must reach the division
vithin the nzxt 24 hours otherwisc he feared that as a
fightins formotion it would ceasc vo exist. Food 2nd
armunition were az7in in short supply due to the difficulty
of dropping thesc commoditics into a dropping zonce which,
of nceessity, had to be sited in an unsuitable arca within the
ruch contractod Divisional perimeter,

(b) 82 US sdirborne Division

Owj.np to the bad weather, the landing of 352 Glider Infantry
Repriment h-d sgain to bc po..,tpom.c.. This was n cause for
anxiety, na although theore was 2 lull in this ares following
enamy attacks on 20 _n.px._mbc.r avidence from e;:ptured maps
and documents showed thnt it was evident that tl.2 cnemy had
approxinately the equivilent of two Home Guard Divisions in
the REICH.!'ID FORZST ~ven, Thus, =lthough these were NOT
first clasn troops, they formed o threat against omr RIGHT
flank wvhich could not bLe ipnorced, Lecordingly, the
COIDSTRE/L GULADE Growp continucd to opcrote in support of
82 ..irbornc Division in the arca SE of WIJVEGEN,

(e) 101 US Airborne Division

The division continued to earry out its task of protecting

the L of C, The 15/19 H reverted to the command of 11
Lrmourcd Division, snemy patrols were active during the day
and many minor cncountzrs hed token pluce, The cneny was
operating in partics of bout 2 battalion strenzth, and the
strength of our forces gunrding the L of € were not strong
cnough to deal deeisively with the encmy.

AIR SUPPORT

36. Wenther :;n:l necessity for air 1lift again kept the mmfoe:_c- of
gsorties dovm =nd n total of 259 were flown of which 181 were purely
fighter operutiona air cover and aupplies, The activitiez of Toctical

Reconnaissence werc limited owing to bad visibility and because further
impending ~irborne operations placed o scvere rostriction on their

usc, Through lack of Tactical Reconnaissance, the cnemy's tomp.rary

cut to the maoin axis in the VEGHEL B L737 area xmu not spoticd beforehand, :
Whon the cut was spotted, 30 Corps agrecd to the unusual procciure of strafin
on recognition within thc borbline, This was succcusful and only one
vehicle casunlty of ours was reportoed,

ENEMY ACTIVITY

37 A considersble number of Me 1095 «nd FY 190z operatud over ’ghc
NIJMEGEN area during the ~f'iternoond which owo werc shot down, onc being
claimed by 30 Corps Light inti-/lireraft Guns,

FLANKS

38, In summiry, both Corps had made some progress and had advanced

vasef 5O
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to a 1ine roughly EAST and WEST of EINDHOVEN. Reports from both
indicated that the enemy was fighting vory hard, and that he was
defending every important town and village, and was refusing to give
ground unless pushed out, This, coupled with the lack of roads, blovm
bridges and restricted areas for deployment, had made the role of

flank protection to 30 Corps difficult.
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SECTION 8

30 CORPS OFER.TIONS 22 SEPTINEER

GENERAL SITU.TION

39 It vas now apparent that once a junction had been nade with 1
British Airborne Divigion an agsavlt crossing on o large scale would
have to be undertaken.

The cxisting bridgehead, as held by 1 British idirborne
Division, wasa srall, /ilthough it was hoped to-ferry reinforcements
and supplics across to the /lirborne Division or the nizht of 22/23
September, it was knowm that grcat difficulty would be experienced getting
up and l'!.u:nch:m" either stornm bo ats, assault craft or DUKs, Thus the
number of rcinforcerents that could be put across' in the hours of dark-
ness was' limited by the diff'icultics of launching and lack of craft,
The turn around for craft between the NORTH and SOUTH bank was half an

hour. T2king into account «11 these factors, it wes spparent that
an assault crossing in anothor ploce and out of z2nge from the enemy
fire might have to be undertaken, The orizinal Corps plan of sscuring
the ARNHEM bridee nna using its environments for a guick breck-out A

could not now be undertoken, as the encny were firmly cstablished in
ARVHEN itself, and the rround to the NORTH and NE og it,

“fiecordinglyv, the original Corva dircetive to thrust right
through to the ZUIDER ZEE, with the Guards lrrowred Division lesding and
43 and 53 Divisions holding the hisgh mround *o the NORTL: of ARNHENM, had
of' neceasity to te modificd, The Corps was now ordered not to
establish itself NORTH of (PELDOOFW Z 7803, snd this was to be held by
thc Guards Armourad Division with 43 Division obtaining a firm bridgehead

based on ARNHE}N, In genoral, the situation was that the enemy was
determined to provent our reinforeing- 41 British /irborne Division, ~nd
at the same time would prob:bly continue to herass the Corps L of G, therchy
proventing much noeded reinforeements and maintenance requircments fror
being brought up,.

TLSKS

L0, The tasks n2llottecd to 30 Corpe formations for 22 Septenber
were as follows := :

() Guards Arrmourced Division

(i) To maintain its present positions and rest for 48 hours.

(i1) To rccecc WEST of the road to ANNHEM, and in the
SYHERTOGENIOSCH =rom., Rucce vz alse to be undertnken
fror the GRAVE sren on both sides of the miin axis of
advance,

(b) 43 Division
(i) To occupy the ARIIYM bridge
(ii) To nwke contact with 1 Britieh Lirborie Division

(iii) 'The ROYAL NSTHERTANDS Briszade to take over close perimetor
“nd the clei vnee of the NTJMUCEN heddee ymder conuw and 69

Inf ety Brigade,

u-ll.c‘)/r;tj -‘vll '}}




- 59 i

(c) 69 Infantry Brircade Group (50 (N) Division),

(1) To relieve 130 Infantry Brigade Growp. 43 Division, of
all bridge responsibilitics of crcsuings between
NITHEGEN 2nd GRAVE,

(i1) To assumc commnd of tho ROYAL NETHERLANDS Brigade
for tasks shown in (b)(1ii) above.

(d) RA was to be grouped on Corps lovel in support of &3 Division
operation,

(e) Air suppori by Typhoons and bombcr" wos to be dircsted
against the enemy on the SOUTH bank of the ITDEI-RIJN VEST

f ARNHEM,
GROUND TROOPS ¥
41, At first light, patrols of 2 HCR cpovating cn thae WEST flank of

our forces ostablished 11'1 the REEK E 5851 ars., reolicd the qOH’I‘H bank

of the NEDER RIJN in arca 6876 and Ly 0800 howrs hiiy linked up with

elements of the Polish Parachute Prigade, who weve g~ i the area 6775 -
677%. In establishing themsclves in this area, vl use of the early
morning mist had been made to get a squadron on ©n 1ic objectivo, During
the course of the day, this squadron continuci to send hack a gtream of
valuable information to Corps : a2t one period they dlr.ct2d the Corps
artillory on to tnrgets passed to them by isclet.l jorateeops in ARNHERM,

4t another period during the day, they observed a ¢ iumrer flying the

German flaog and tom.nf* four bavges, They signa’led that ’-hey were
manoeuvrirg into o favourable position to cngage. Sfhortly aftorwards
came the signal - atnﬁ.r.:or damnged - three 'l,'-_ gos sunkct Baeck went the
signal from the Guards lriourcd, "Comtrn_tulmlon.-; on brilliant naval
action, Splice main bracc,"  They did,

¥eanwhile, =t 0B30 hours 43 Division stiached wivh 214 Infantry

'irlfr"mde with the ob“u,ct of braaking out from the :—*.:‘:i:‘g J‘,‘lﬂ.{.{bhcf’.‘.d-
eutablished over tho R WAlL ; subsscuently thoy w o cocure the road
leading from NIJVEGEN to ARNHEY via ZLST, 4t fivet opposition wasg '
slight, and no fire support wis nccessary, but soon cevoral eneny positions
were cncountered in the arca 6864 and prorrcse wat slow,  They reached
the 67 grid line by 1600 hours af'ter heavy fishting, in which the encmy
had refuscd to give mround unless nutocked in rerce, mnd driven out.
At obout this time, it wais decided to push = noblile coluimn consisting of
the 5 DCLI, with a sauadron of 4/7 DG wader commmd, %» 1link up with the
Polez in the aroa oi‘ DRIEL and cstablish ther .::o'"’,'" i ".* S0UTH bank of
the NEDER RTIJN, In order to brenk throurh, eantror w.s abandoned and
two companies of inf-ntry were wountcd on the banks ana ﬂ.ll the other
fighting vehicles available, Tarles lod this colum ot their test speed
whilst the second colum "scotched un" on the'ly jees as quickly as
possible, By 1915 hours, they hud possed +hrovsh VALBURS & 6670
and with the uxcoption of five Tiser tanks Joindas fhoir column Just VEST
of ELST, they reached the WEDER RIJN without further opposition and linked
up with the Poles, 1 WORCESTERS closed up behind this colwmn and werc
firmly established in VALRURG B 6670 by midnight, Thig »elicving forece
included DUK/s caryying mmamition, supplies md modieal stoxres for the
rel:‘ ef of 1 Lirbornc Division, During the whol: o this panse 130
P¥ had been taken, 2 tanks Muocked out and anolher eapbured. L attempt
was made on the nls'h‘t 22/23 GLeptenbor torferr, nor s roinforcements and
supplies for 1 Alrborne Division but the banits wore stesn, DUKWS were
difficult to launch, and the whole of the Hoonthern Ywk was undesy heavy
onemy MG firc, firing on fixed linos frow the 0T Yinrk, Somo sepplics
and ammmition were got aeroas hy eafting du-inz L course of the ndght,

. ,/I:Z() I!’Jf:'-ntr:,'f
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129 Infantry Brigade Group advancing NORTH wp the main
NIJMEGEN - ARNHEYM rond had wmade little progress against strong
opposition, 2nd owing to the difficulty of deploying off the road,
By last light thoy wore haltcd on the line of the 675 Northing,
At 1300 hours the cnemy cut the Corps L of C road-link with t'mks :md
infantry between UDEN 5342 ~nd VEGHEL L.737. This threat, consisting
of lorried infantry = few tanks and guns had come from =z North—'«‘!ostorly
dircection, To deal with this® trouble 32 Guards Brigade werc despatched
forthwith ; on arrival in the aren the Coumander 32 Guards Brigade was
to assume command of all the Corps Troops, including the Medium
Artillery. By last light, contact *":.th the encny had been made in
the ‘area 5140, SOUTH of GR: Ul'}, but no decisive action had teken place,
it the same time as the enemy cut the main axis at UDEN and VEGHEL he
started shelling ST OEDEMRODE 4232, »nd it appenroed that an attempt
was being made to launch o co-ord‘m 1ted counter-attack on the Corps L
of' C. This attack did not materialise, but it showed that the enemy
was in position to threaten and block thc. Corps L of C, thereby provcntmb
urgently required reinforcements and maintenance r\.qulrencntb being
sent up to the forward arens, This he was temporarily able to
achieve as no further traffic could be passed forwnrd for the remainder
of that day. On the E.IT flank, the ROYAL NETHERLANDS Brigade who
were responsible for protecction 01’ the GRAVE bridge arcga, had reported
that the enemy werc shelling CUYX 7149 ; further, that they had made
contact with smnll detachments of the endmy at OEFFELT 7647, but. that
they did not appenr to have any hostile intcntions.

" During the coursc of the day, 69 Brizade,leas one battalion
had relieved 130 Infantry Growm of thu I‘CaPO!lSlb'!llty for the protection
of the NIJ}HGEN bridges,

ATRBORNE TROOFS

42, (2) 1 British Airborne Division

During the nizht 21/22 Scptember, an attompt had becn made by
the Division to resain the forry at HEVEADORP, so that it
could be used for ferrying across supplies and reinforcements,
This attempt wos vnsuccessful, and it was now spparent that
if an assavlt croasing were to take place then it could only
do so providing the eneny positions on the Northern bank of
the river werc ncutralised,

The eneny continucd to cxert heavy pressure on the already
overtired garrison by nort: r nz and shelling on the samec scale
as the p:ﬂvmu.a aay. The estimtod cffective strength of
the division wns reported to hc; now only approximately 1200,

(b) 101 US Airborne Division

At 1200 hours the division ceased to be under commnd 30 Corps
and was transferrcd to 1 BLritish Airborne Corps. During the
course of the day, this division fought many winor actions at
nodal points on the Corps 1, of C, =nd nt times had to be
reinforced by clements of the 32 Guards Brigade,

(¢) 82 US iirborne Division

The RCTs of this division continucd to cxtend their flanks
and had to undortake operntions aganinst the enemy who were
located at HOOK B 7251 and RRLIKOY & 7862, It was now
apparent that tho eneny was building up his strength in the
REICHVALD POREST sren andl that this would prove o very
definite threat to our HIGHT flank.

o s+ /AIR SUPPORT
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AIR SUPPORT

L3, Flying conditions were much improved and 500 sorties were
flown in the general area NW of A oM, 104 of these were armed
reconnaissances in the general area NW of ARNHEM down to VENLO E 9109,

Tactical Reconnaissance hed reported on the evening of 22/23
September, that therc was a oolumn of 100 mixed vehicles in VENLO itself,
and that the enemy were digging~in in that area,

Attacks were made in support of 1 British Airborne Division on
a big factory in the ARNHEM area from which the enemy were sniping and
observing the aAirborne defence perimeter, The factory was cffectively
attacked by 24 Typhoons and enemy activity from this area ceased,

Targets moving up to attack the main Corps axis were also

FLANKS

L, On the LEFT, 12 Corps hnd their forward elencnts HE of EINDHOVEN
whilo 8 Corps continucd tc push slowly forward towards HELMOND 5522,

On both £xonts hard fighting had taken place, wad it was apparent that

the eneny, helped by -the country, was capable of stiil inposing considerable
delay on the advancc of both Corps. Thus the onemy would be able to
continue to harass 30 Corps L of C, particularly f:om the EAST flank, until
such time as 8 and 30 Corps elcments could link up.
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SUCTION 8

30 COIL*S OPETLTIONS 23 SLFTEMBER

GENERAL SITULTION

el
a

45, The probler nov confronting the Corps was, Tirstly to continue
operations to secure ARMNIET, secondly to get roinforcements sand supplies
to 1 British Airborne Divasion, thirdly to clear snd then kcep open their
L of C. I‘in"lly, 25 the cncmy was reported to Le bringing tanks SOUTH
frowm LRNHEM, it was es -'.;L.nul‘l to onourc the scourity of the RIGHT flank
of the WAAL bridachead,

As regnrds protection of the T of C, ﬂcconﬁ Arvy had directed
that 8 Corps was to relisve 30 Corpa of this m.u vonsibillity wy to GRLIVE,
The heavy 2rtillery suppgrtin*“;rogrnu;c which vis nucst&ry to support
the 1 Airborne Division, and the 5 DCLI f'errying ncross reinforcements,
ontailed an excessive utpunalturu of ammuniticg, It was decided,
therefore, that once the road vwas reopened, priority would be given to
the move forward of ~rrunition cchelons, The possibility of having
to carry out an assault crossing further to the VIE5T of /RNHEY, now
that the enemy cornpletely controlled LRNHEX,, zlso meant that the rove
forward of bridging equipment had to roceive @ high degree of priority,

The necessity for dceucrinr Northwards the cxisting shallow
bridgechend vns fully appreciated oand further, thot thc lf.u.:U(:L f'or
additional infantry wns vital, ns th.c, com\try NORTH of NTJUREGLN wos
entirely unsuitable for deploying wriour acosinst deicrndped resistance.

Ais regards the enerny,he vwag sauged as havinz two wain objects
in vicw; f’:.rstl_;, to continue hw%ssmg our L of C =né secondly, to
Cll)‘\.l.n".t(, the perivcter held 'by the British Adrborne Civision,

TASKS

L6, The tasks that were given to 30 Corps foxvetions or
operations on 23 Scpteuber wore as {ollows ;= -

(2) Gw:i‘és Arrourecd Division -
(1) Guards rroured: Brisade

H:'wc one Lrrourcd Rerirent svailanble to support 129
Infantry Brigade in case of ahitnck. Protoct RIGHT
flonk of VAAL bridgchoad frowm KLCHT lunk 129 Infantry
‘Brigado to R WAAL, advancing in any cnse as far as pond
7296580 ' ;

(ii) 32 Guards Brigade

Operate with one rogimental group in area VECGIEL - UDEN.
to keop Corps axis clenr. Retain resiiemtal 2roup
as ~t present disposcd SOUTH of GRVE t.nich was not to
be woved SO0UTH unless Divisionnd Condander considered
neceasary. ) !
(iii) Retain two sguadrons HOR opudoting NORTI of WAL bridachend,
" algo recee UEST from GRAVE townpds 0SS B 475 and
s HERTOGEROSCH B 3246,

5 .- +(b) /43 Division
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(b) 43 Division

(1) Retain onc brigade grouwp in area R VAAL bridgchend,
enlarging this towards REMVEL 7367. '

(ii) Capture ELST
(13i) Secure and strengthen junction with 1 Airborne
Division

(iv) Recce Westwards between WAAL and NEDER RIJN,

(v) Send Cormander 129 Brigade earlicst to visit Cormander
5 Guards /rmoured Brigade,

(e) 69 Bripade Group

Carry on with present taBks including recce VEST between
MALS and WAAL and BAST from GRAVE towards CUYT.

(d) SRY remain under command 82 US Airborne Division.

OFERATION ON 30 CORPS L OF C

L7. At first light, 32 Guards Brigade began operations in
conjunction with 101 US Airborne Division to clear the Corps axis SW
from UDEN, Contact was mide with enemy tanks and infantry in the
area of VOLKEL 5640, and astride the ro2ad in the arca 5140, L)y Royal
Tanks were also co-opecrating NE of VEGHEL and by 1300 hours they had
Joined up with 32 Cuzrds Armoured Brizade.

At 1530 hours, the axis was re-opened and blocks of ton vehicles
were being sent through every thirty minutes, From then on, traffic
continued to flow through steadily subjcct to occasional interruptions
from encmy shelling, bazookering and small arms fire, Nevertheless,
the threat to the axis continued, and the enemy appeared to have in
this area about 300 infantry and a2 number of %anks and SP guns,

GROUND TROOPS, ARNHEM - NIJMEGEN area,

L8, As has already been s tatcd it had not been possible to get
supplies across in DUKWS on the previous night to 1 Airborne Division,
acecordingly, OC 5 DCLI asked that assault boats be sent up to him

so that he could make uso of them for getting both Polish reinforcements
and supplies across on the night 23 September, - Conmander 43 Division
also asked for a smoke detachment to be made available so that such
operations would not be limited to the hours of darkness, As regarads
current operations for that day, the main object of 43 Division was to
strengthen and deepen the existing bridgehead so that a link up with

1 Adrborne Division could be achieved that night,

By 1230 hours, 5 DORSETS had reached their final objective
on the SOUTH bank of the RHINE but were being shelled from BELST which
was still strongly held, 1 WORCESTER Regiment had reached, and was

well eatablished in VALBURG, Earlicr in the day, 1 WORCESTER was
counter-attacked from ELST, as a result of which their impending attack
on ELST to clear it had to be postponcd. The enemy resistance

seemed to have increascd as he was fighting stubbornly and was rmuch aided
by the country, where movement off the road was difficult owing to deep
ditches on either side of the road, This area was admirably suited
for defence as it onabled the cnemy to get good fields of fire across
large stretches of open country,
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By 1430 hours, two tattalions of 130 Infantry Brizade were
Just short of the SO0UTH h'znk of' the NEDER RIJN and 43 Divisional
Reconnaissance Repiment was effcctively sercenine the Corps LEFT flank
between the Rivers NEDER uIJTe and Will, At 1700 hours, 214 Infantry
Brigade had launched - attock on BELST from the WEST "nd by 2200 howurs
they had reached, ~nd werc fightirs in the licstern outskirts of the
village, Here a housc-to-house bnttle took place and before any
progress could be mndec it was u ense of clearing the village house by
house,

During the day, thc VL uUu'{Dq Group had made little
progress and by last light had ruached aren 7265, but 2s on the
previous day, the country over which they had to fight was ideally
suited for defence anc the cnemy was not slow to ndapt his methods
accordingly,

At 1600 hours, the ROY.IL NETHERLANDS Brigade, now under
command 1 Airborne Corps, ~ssumed responsibility for the GRAVE bridge
and the bridge just NB of b o 43 Division's hold on the SOUTH bank
of the R NEDER RIJN in the DRIEL -xca had been maintained,  Movement
was still under constant obscrvation and heavy fire from the enemy,
and thercefore nc attempt couvld be node to eross the river,

The plan for the nicht 23724 Septerber to bring assistance
to the Airborne Division was to pass over ~s many of the Polish Parachute
Brigade as possible, possibly two eompanics of infantry, plus cssential
supplies, mainly ammunition, The ¢21) for ammmition by Airborne
Forces was an urgent one as they nad nnt been «hle to be re-supplied
the day before by zir owing to bad weather conditions.,  Therefore, no
major assault crossing could take rl e, as the assault craft were
required for carrying ncross aumuni tion ;  cventually, 250 Poles of
the Polish Parachutc Brignde wore ferried neross on the night 23724
September and 2 nunber of them suceseced in linking up with 1 Airborne
Division,

ATRBORNE CORPS

49. (a) 1 British iirborne Division

By midday 23 Scptemper, 1 iirborne Division had been further
reduced, =lthough it nid been reinforced on the night 22/23
September by alx )u't 50 211 vunks of the 250 men of 1 Polish
Parachute Brigade. vho h L ordgrinally been ferried ncross,
The D1V¢51nn‘=; ff:r_l aobe:r was Stlil ander continuous.heayy: anemy
mortar and shell fire Lom the NE, Anoanition and medical
focilitiecs were in even shortecr supply than on the previous
day, The food situation was ~cute, There was still no
news of 1 Parachute Trisade, and from statements made by
prisoners of war, it was -ponrent that as a formation it
hzd censed to exiat.

(b) 82 US iirborng Division

On the RIGHT flunk, clonents of this Division had clenred the
encmy from the arca in the bend of the R WaAL RAST of NIJMEGEN
up to ERLEKON, The COLDSYTIRLY GUARDS Group, which was
operatins in this sector uader comwrnd of 82 118 Airborne
Divizion, hd crosscd the THAN frontier E.3T of BEEK 7560
and were thus the first British troops, other thean HQ British
Adirborne (.‘,orp.s,'tsu ro-cntor CEEENY in this war,

At 1600 heours, 352 Clides Infe mtvy egiment and the remsinder
of the Polish Parachute bricnle wore drop ed in the NORTH
of GRAVE with cxececllent rwult.,. Croundtios to both gliders

and personnel wore very lirnt.
.(e)/101 us
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(¢) 101 US Airbornc Division

This Division continued to be actively employcd in dealing
with the ¢nemy "cut" to the Corps L of € and its subsequent
disruption again «fter repair,

ATR SUPPORT

50, The weather wus agnin cloudy, and this, coupled with the
landing of the glider clements of 82 US Airborng Division and the Poles
of the Polish Parachute Bripade, interfered with operations by 83
Group. 2L Typhoons werc despatched to attack cnemy targets in 1
Airborne Division's ares, and in 21l 260 sortics wero flown over the
Corps area, '

FLANKS

51+ Both 8 and 12 Corps continucd to meet utiff opposition, but
both had managed to make some progroess, and it was hoped that 11
Armoured Division of 8 Corps would soon link up with 30 Corps patrols
on the EAST lank,
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30 CURES UFERATIUNS 24 SEPTEMBER

GENERAL SITUATION

52 The enermy had continued in his attexpts to cut the Corps
L of C and to climinate the perimeter held by the British airbomme '
Division the previous day, In addition, the enemy was trying to
reinforce the ARNHEM area frowm the EiST and WEST, using the railway
fron UTRECHT to EMMERICH E 9760, Tanks had been seen moving along
the NURTH bank of the R NEDER RIJN from the ‘direction EaST of RHENEN
E 5175 so as to counter any attempt that nmight be made to cross the
NEIER RIJN, Cyclist troops were reported to have been moved SUUTH
to the -area 5876, The eneiy had thickened up his resistance to the
EAST and he was also digging-in on the NORTH bank of the NEDER RIJN
in the vicinity where the rivers NEDER RIJN and NEDER WALL approach
each other,

TASKS

534 The tesks for operations cn 24 September as allotted by 30
Corps are as shown at Appendix 'U!,

GRUUND TROOES BETWEEN ARNHEMW s&ND NIJMEGEN

Sle L3 Division continucd its efforts to drive the enemy out of
ZELST, but he had reinforced this arca with beth tanks and infantry from
ARNHEN, So fierce was the fighting in this area that 214 Brigade
group did not reach the centre of the village until 1400 hours. By
this time they were near thec main road NUORTH and SUUTH through ELST
itself and had elemsnts acrosa it. By last light, the greater part
of EIST had been cleared Ly 2i4 Brigade, and 7 SUM LI had secured
ELST railway station and 1 WURCESTERS on the LEFT was established
Just SUUTH of ELST. There were, however, still elements of the enemy
¢linging on to the NE end of the village. The main opposition was
from snipers and Spandaus, who wers well concealed in almost every
house,

The glider element of the Polish Parachute Brigade, which had
landed in the GRAVE area on thc afternoon of 23 Septemwber,.were taken
up to 130 Infantry Brigade's area by 1600 hours 24 September, so that
they ocould be ferried across that night to reinforce 1 British
Airborne Division.

Un the SUUTH bank of the NEDER RLJN, the enemy's reaction
on the front of 5 DLI was considerable, as he was proesumably
apprehensive of -ouy making an aitempt to establish a bridgehead in
this areas The capacity of thec rcads leading to 5 DCLI area was
very limited, in full view of the cnesmy, and only narrow crossings
existed; thus it was difficult to get the assault boets and DUKWs
required to ferry reinforcements and supplies down to the river
sides If any orossing was %o Le¢ altempted in daylight, Commander
43 Division asked for a full allotment of smoke to cover such en
operation.

4t 1600 hours, the WELSH GU.RDS Group attempted to take
BEMMEL 7367 but found it strongly held, The enenmy was most
deternmined in his resistance, and by last light, the WELSH GUARDS
Group were short of their nbjcctive and were established in the
area 730665 to 720695, and SUUTH of BEOL 7367.

GRUUND TRUWWES UFERATING UN THE L' UF C

55 The enemy again out the Corps main axis SUUTH of VEGHEL

at 1630 hours and all traffic cesscd, This time the attack came
in from the WEST of the axis and vas made by elowents of 6 Parachute
Regiment, which had been by-passed in the original drive for
NIJMEGEN, The eneny again cnaployed tanks and infentry and a few

SP 8“-“3. .-./During
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During tic night cf 25 /24 Septaiber the road was again shelled and
wortared 3 niles NURT! of VEGHEL.,

alZ8URNE TRUU:S

56,

(2) 1 British airborne Division

1 British Aarborne Division had continued to endure heavy
casualties znd enewy attacks which it had been withstanding
for the past week, Their Divisional periiicter had LY now
been much roduced and wos centred on HARTESTEIN 6978,

The eneny kept up a steady stream of mortar and SP fire.
vur troops had dug themselves in and were also nolding some
houses, but thesc were razidly being destroyed Ly encmy
sunfire I'rou tanks,

althouszh they had received o few Polish reinforceaents,

about 150 21l ranks, =nd supplies, the supply and a .aunition
situation of the Division vas precarious. The situation was
agzravated by the fact that the eneny was in control of the
ferry at 6276, which made thc sending over of supplies even
more difficult, Casualties were heavy, and the Field
Dressing Station established in the centre of the Divisional
sdministrative area was greatly overloaded vich cases,
including GERIANS, AI%8 1 Airborne Division reported that
GERMLNS were now evacuating all wounded to .RWHEM,

(b)y 82 US Airborne Division

The Division c-ntirnued to send osut patrols t- the EaST

and to wmop ww eneny strong points whick had been established
in the HUUK aroa, During the course of their patrolling,
some of these patrols, vworking in conjunction with a
squadron of the SRY, crossed the GERLN border.

The enemy continued to build w» his strongth in the
REICHSU/ LD arza, and a nwiber of tanks had also been
reported there, 82 US Airborne Division had however a

o0l eptimtank obstacle in the form of a railway running
throuzh the front of their area, and in addition, thc SRY,
less one squadron, supplied the armoured support if required.

(¢) 101 US ..irborme Divisicn

The activities of this Division in the VEGIEL arca were
fully euployed in dealing with the enexy threat to the
L of C, anl much close and fierce fipghting between small
detschuents of ocur ovm and the eneny forces took place.

AIR SUCPORT

5?0

Eneny positions round the airborne perimeter were very

thoroughly strafed. An cbserver, who watched fron: the SUUTH bank of

the NEDSR (TJN near DRIEL, said that for 3 hours there was a
procession of Typhoons widch 1ust have Jiven as iuch heart to the
dirborme troops as it caused disconfort to the onetay. Speeilic
targets such 2a sun asd mortar positions werc located, but results
wers nard to cbserve, armad reconnaissances operating cound
ARNHER! interfered effestively with rail aoveaent. 12 Locouotives

were lestroyed and 10 dswwsged snl 7h reilway trucks wore destroyed, plus

31 vehicles on railway trucks, (these were first roported as tanks
but werc found to be civilian ears)s Of MT on the roads, 3 were
destroyed and 33 danaged.

Tactical deconnaissance produced soue information in the
early pact of the day but nothing of peat significance.

. ./“ consideravle
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A cousiderable f'orce of mediwu bDombers attacked targets
in the aiTHEM arcis

ENEMY GCTIVITY

58. The NIJMEGIN bridge was covercd by Spitfires and these .
provided a long and spirited series of dog fights over the NIJMEGEN
area wherce they met a strong force of FW 190s and Me 109s. Several
eneny aircraft were scen to go down. '
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GENER.L SITUATIUN

“

5%, By now it was aoporent that the Corps L of C axis would
continue to be cut until A Corps could take over offective control,
This c-uld WUT be dine until the ency was evieted from HELLUND

E 5522, which 8 Corps were having difficulty in rcaching.  Until, '
tnercefore, HELMUND could Le cleared, essential traffic such as ..,
mere infantry and maintensnce vehieles would be very slow.

The situntion of 4 British Airborne Division was little
changed,

Durin:: the prouvious night, the infantry of the 43 Division
had forced a crossing of the NEDud RTIN, and eventually succeeded
in linking up vith the hord procsed airborne troups on the Northern
bank, Some supgslies had boon Porried across but this had to ceese
at first light owvangz to the ene.y's cuaplete dowination by fire of
the SUlUTH bank of the river.

The eneny hed now civen up all idea of retaking NIILEGH,
but from tectical recomnaissence roports it was evident that he was
rogrouping hard in the JRNHIM arcas To the SUUTH of the 1AAS he was
Leing gradually pushed Eastvowds, and it was hoped that 30 and 8 Corps
would link up before night 25/26 Septouber.

Tasks

60, Tasks for Cormetions of 50 Uorps operntions on 25 September,
were g Inllows:=-

(a) Guards iruoured Division

(i) 32 Guanls Bri;nde cuntinue with prosent tasks,
positioning one rogicental group in arca 4 miles
SiW of GuuVE if possiblo.

(ii) Continuc itk presait sask of protecting ZusT flank
of bridgchead over the d ..aal, oxtending this by
relieving 45 Diviaion of posponsibility for inclusive
BLST, wnen caplured. -

(iii) Continue present reoomnaissance tasks, including tasks
©0 BaST and WS Ty GRVE, SOUTH from X roAS, until
relicved by errival 52 Division recninaissance Reginent.

(b) 43 Division
(1) Tropare 1o wntablish a Lridgehead over the NEDER
ALIN in arca W8T of AENKILL 6276 as soon as possibles
{(ii) Continue prosent veconnaigsance tasks WEST botween
the NEDEW RLIW ana Wail.

(iii) Protect BuHT Tlank of 30 Corps from exclusive ELST,
after capours, o HAUER RLTH in arca 6976,

The decision to withdrow 1 Sritish iirborne Division
night 25/26 Sente bar was wlien dusing bhe uorning, and the above
tasks cancelleds The rossons Yoy this withidrawal, and the revised
tasiks for formations, as lirceted Ly 30 Corps, are shown at sppendix 'P!

‘ sse / GRUUND TRUUES
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GRUUND TRUOES

614 4t 0345 hours, 130 l-riga-ic-, of L3 Division reported that the
4 DORSETS had forced a crossing over the NEDER RIJN during the night
24/25 September. Uwing to t:.‘- late arrival of assault boats, due
to the cutting of the L of O and the dirficulty of approeches to

the river, the attack did not start sntil 0130 hours. oOn the

LEFT, the 4 DURSETS got ovoer 350 umwun inciuding :iortars and two
gunner UPs, in spite of the vary fast current of the river which
dispersed tho boats over = wide arca. un arrivel on the NURTH
bank they pushed slowly forvavd end it is thought that they reached
their objectives in the thick wools on tne NORTH side of the NEDER
RLIN, Contact vith $he cneuy wes goined, but they could not locate
elements of the 1 British aicrborne Division., 4t first;opposition
to their crossing was only uoderate, but gradually inereased and

at first light further 1‘01:‘31.1;_; operations had to stop owing to
intense eneuwy rfirs from the NURTH benk of the river, approxiaately
three tons of stores - meiical. eouiprent, rations and amraunition
were got across during the hoars' off lar‘mcsac un the RIGHT, the
Polish Parachute Brigade 4id nut cross owing tc the late arrival

of the assault “oats which had heen held up in transit and the

fact that, without orders; they hed stood dovm, thinking they- would
not arrive, By this time, 2.y 16 assault boats were available,
but the CRE of 43 Division lial found some German assault boats which he
proposed t5 use for fvether o, wwati-ns on the night 25/26 Septanber,
In the ELST area, 214 Infantyy Arigadle, helped by 4/7 DG, continued
Lopping up operabin s, buc as on the previouva day the eneay nade

strong peints of all houses and each house had to be cleared individually,

The tanks suffered casualsics COroe bozockas which fired at very
short range, and the encny secas) Lo have thickencd up his defences
with additional Spendav, By 163U hours, however, ELST was finally
cleared and the eneciy withdrey Norshuards towards ELDEN 7375, at
0700 hours, 69 Infanbvy Driraie vuswicd its attack on BRMUEL E 7267
but continued to ugst seubbora regisianon, By 1700 hours, however,
they were estavlishcd ln Lhe huwn end the eneiyy had withdrawn,

GRUUND TRUUES = USERATLNS Ul HE T Ui ¢

PR SUUTH of the ZULL WINJEUS V.&RT Canal, the Corps uain axis
was still MUT cleared, and n. traific had been able to get through
during the past 24 nours. 50 \IC) Division reported that they
considered that the rood sanuld Lo open by the morning of 26
Septenber, At 1700 hours, patrols of the 2 HCR reported that 32
Guards Brigade had estaJlished zontact with 29 arnoured Brigade of
11 aruoured Division who hed reachced ST ANTHONIS 7238.

During the d=y, « subsidiary class 40 bridge, which had
been built in case the cnany chould Lomb the GRAVE bridge, was
conpleted,

s LfSURNE TRUUES OrERATIONS

634 During the nighit 25/25 Septenber, 130 Infentry brigade,

(4 DURSETS), of A3 Division, cerried out operations for the withdrawal
of 1 Airborne Division in assanlt Losts,  These operations continued
until 0600 hours when intense cnewy Zire rade further crossings =
iripossibles  These operations, which were coarried out with the
greatest gallantry and sikill Uy all crmcerned, resulted in the
evacuation of 2163 men of' 1 4Airborne Division, 160 of tfolish Psrachute
Brigade and 75 of 1;. 5., ARSET, 180 Len i the latter were left on the
NORTH bank of the WEDER S0 still flubting to cover the withdrawal.
Arrangeients were ::1‘.. for the race tion by 43 Division at short

notice, the survivi.s ooing twused in the barracks at NLTisEGEN,

The Juscrican 382 and '1.)1 sdrvkorne Division continued
their respective tasks of Tlank protection, and assisting to clear
th{;‘. L of Ca

e ./nlthOuL’h




_-"slthough activity against the 82 US Division was not very
ncticeable, therc were signs that they werc mreparing to counter
attack on this Division's RIGHE flank in that area.

4LIR SUPFORT

64. The priority was still on the ‘RNHFIi sector. . very
large nurber of targets cound the perimeter of the Jiirborne Division
were engaged in spite of cloud, sleet and rain. Gun and mortar
positions,. including Nebelwerfers, werc attacked.

Some rather deener torpets werc also taken cn. liovement
into (RNHEM from REIKUN on the WEST was given a gocd strafe and
armed reccnnaissances went to ~AERZFOORT where camouflzged MT wos
reported. Noiesults are available.

Tactical Reconnaissance was hindered by bad going on
the reconnaissance airfield early cn and by cloud banks later.
By 1700 hours, the sorties had zll proved abortive.

ENEY AR OTIVITY

65, At about 0830 hours, avproximaotely 40 aireraft made an
unsuccessful attempt to destroy both the NIJMIGEN bridges.

Throughcut the day fighter patrels mads contact with eneny
fighters, on two cccasions while covering the ARNIER and NIIJMEGEN
arcas, It was apparent thot the enemy was making a majer efford
to cut the NIJUEGEN bridges with the object of disrupting our L of
C for ouvr troops opercting between the iAAS and the NEDER RIJN,

FLANKS

66. On the RICIE' filank of the Corps, SOUTH of the R iihiS, the
enemy was gradually being pushed Eastwaxrds. At 1700 hours, 30 and
8 Corps jecined up =t 8T ~ITHGIIS 7138, Turther SCUTH, GEMERT 5730,
HELIIQND 5522 2nd 'BEUIWE 6520 were now firmly held by 8 Corps.

Thus this Eastwards zdvance by 8 Corps meant that there was little
hope of the remnants escmping Fastwards across 30 Cerps L cof C.

On the Ccrrs LEFL flank, 12 Ccrps had reported that the
main axis of advance NORTH of 3T OZDENRODE was still NOT clear and
the remuinder of the day was cgent in trying to clear up this area.
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SECTION 9

EYBCUTION OF MOVEIEND- AND TRAFFIC FL.i OF 30.CORES
DURTHC: OPSHAL TGN "HARIGET GARDEN

THE EXECUTICN CF THE rial

67. (o) In general the 1lan worked very wéll, and proved itself
flexible to nmeet =ll tactical situations. During the
course cf the cuveration the axis of advance between ST
CETEMROLE =nd VEGHZEL was cut by enemy action on two
cccasions: ~

PIOWT cor 25 hours
. SECOKL for 49 hours

No movement of soft-skiyr @ vehicles tock nlace during
thesc veriods,

. -

(b) The difficul, vrocess of 'freezing', to pass forward
traffic of vital nccessity, was successfully accomclished.

BINDHOVEN was heavily bombed and thus blocked on nipght
19/20 Septenber: ST CEDENRODE was shelled intermittently
with ~ir bursts throughout the operation.

(c) “he Praffic Conirol orzunisation, (vith one exception),
consisted of RL officers and wireless coperators. This
team assenbled al Main Ho 30 Corps the day prior to the

start of the overalion for briefing and wireless netting.

(d) Wireless communication between Rogulating Qs and TCPs
worked sovasmodically from the ouliset of the oncration and
could not be relied upon. This was due to the limited
range of the sefs. Recourse wos made to DRts.

Wireless touch was, houever, successfully maintained on
HP scts between the Desiatehing ¥nd, (30 Corps Traffic
Office), and tho Receiving End, (G(8D) lain HG 30 Gorps),
throushout the ooneraihlon,

(e) The orgenised movencnt of large nwibers of vehicles is
entirely dependent on - :

(1) 4 svsien of conircl
(ii) Cced comaunicsbicns

L8 regards the latter, it is suggested that line
cormunic=tiny is essentinlse ‘The control crianisation

should not bs over el-borate, =nd should be sufficiently
flexible o desl with waforescen contingenciss. lduch

will depend on wwebive vatrolling of the reute by cuthusiastic
cfficers well versed in the Gaetical wplan. guick thinking
and firm action we frequently reonired.

ERIORITIES
68. Changes of priority wers notified to Trafific 0ff'ice through
G (SD) located vith LMoin Goroun. Pone sueh elsmpes in priority viere

orderved :-

(1) Eridge colmm, 450 vehieles, ¥MSCAUY Canal

t(‘ R V.

T t/(ii) 69 Eiri‘ :{‘(‘le



(ii) 69 Brigade, 450 vehicles, ESCAUT Canal to
ST OEIENRCIE.

(iii) 50 Division, less 69 Brigade, 3,000
venicles, ESCAUT Canzl. to ST OEIENROIE.

(iv) 7 irmoured Division. This formation
reauired the 2xis from EINDHOVEN to VEGIEL.

The 2ccelerztion of these colunns involved the !'freezing!
of all other colwmns on the road to allow for their free passage.

In all four cases these colunms had unhindered runs to
their dispersal areas, the Bridping Column covering the distance
of L7 miles in 3% hours, and 50 Division having their best run
since landing on D Day.

FREEZING

69. Changes in priority and order of march were made for reasons
of urgent operationnl nccessity,

It must be borme in mind, hewever, that 'freczing' doecs
impose a delay in timc and space on woving coluwmns which have to be
frozen, The orocess should not, thierefore, be attompted except
af'ter coreful considerdfion.

YRAFFTIC DISCIPLINE

70 In pencral 2 nigh standaxd of individual driving and convey
discivline wag nnintained.

Double boniding, woas NOT pervitted excent hy order of the
Praffic Contrcl orgrnizaticn with the objuet of passing through
vriority columns.

PROVCST
T Pointemen, rercying oorties, and mobile detachments of

CiiP must be included in each YCL, Pointswuen were excellent, but
mooile potrols werec not sufticiuntly in cvidence.

a reserve ia cssential.

VEDICAL LD RECCVERY

725 HBoth were necessary ~ndl should be spaced along the nxds,
TCPs are suitable loc:tiins.

HREAKDOVIS

1D "he nuweber of’ vehicle casunlties due bo mechanienl brvakdovns
was neplirible. .

HICHT LIOVELISNT

Th. In order Lo make up for time lost owing to encmy netion it
beeane necessaxy to nove by night. In gpite of no woon, the standard
of driving vdth no lightie was very high indecd.

he iopesition of Lighting restrictions e to tncticnl necassity
mst be enreiully weighed with the strain an drivars.

« +.+/CLSULLTIES
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C.SUALTIES

754 Scme vehicles and cquipment of TCPs werc destroyed by
eneny bombing, 4 reserve muet be held immedictely availnble.

SFEED 0 MOVIIENT

76. * The specd of any convey devends on the specd of the slowest
vehicle. It was noticeable fhat American convoys travel at a higher
speed than their British counterparis.

200 USA 2% ton vehicles were frequently observed to pass
a point in 16 - 18 minutes.

MISCELL/NEOUS TRAFFIC

77, (o) VWhilst control was rigid, it was inevitable that in an
creration of this scop¢ a large amount of miscellancous
traffic was on the moads It is estimated tha’ not less
than 25 per cent of the traffic using the axis comprised
incidentnl vehicles wuich made their way independently
to their destination. In all planning, allowance must
Le made for this traffic.

(b) . commitmeni not considered in the planning stage was RAF
traffic,s During the period under review, 2t least 1,000
R/ vehicles used the axis to EINDHOVEH and later to GRAVE.
This priority must be accevnted if we are to have udequate
air cover for an operation of this nature., RAF wmust make
their demands in time for thenn to be incorporated in the
controlling Amy Formation Plan.

TOAL TR.FIIC

78, A total of 25,280 vehicles had been passed up the axds

from 1900 hcurs 19 Septomber 1944 to 2359 hours 26 September, 1944,
This movement tock place Auring seven days running, i.e.

an average of 3,610 vehicles = doy.

TRAIWIC CONTROL CRGNIC/TICK FROPOSAL

79. (a) Recent opcretions of %0 Corps hove vroved the necessity
for a hidhly efficicnt Traffic Control organisation to
deal with larse scale movencnts on roads,

(b) Provest resocurccs in the Corps are not capable of providing
the personncl ond commnicotions required, It has always
been found nccessary tio form an "ad hoe" traffie orpgnnisation
within the Corps to deal with this problem,
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SEOTION 10
30 CORPS AND 1 BRITISH AIRBURNE CORPS
A IR ISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS = i
‘ ; 5 ;
GEVERAL /t
80, The administrative arrangements that were .nade for this

operation have already becn outlined in Part I, Section 6,
It is now wroposed ©p exaninc thc main aspects of these arrangements
with a view to sceing now thoy were cxecuted during the operation.

The adiinlstrative sachinery and the effeet operations had
during thu veriod 17/25 Scptumber, are now considered., TFor case
of refercrnce in thc inatial day Lo day accounts the maintenance
aspect of’ Ground and Airborne Troops is considered separatcely during
poriod 17/18 Sepiamber. ; ’

81s. Scales of noldings for formations

Formaticns wihered to those scaleos of' commoditics as shewn
in Part I, Scction 6, cxcspt tnat poth the Guards Armoured Division and
8 Armoured Bripgade were deficicent of meny second line natures of
anmunition wihich Bucond rmy could not meet from Army Roadhead.
This was overcome oy ducond .y epreeing that these deficient natures
should be 'pillaged' frow 11 Lrmourcd Divisicn and 4 Armourced Brigade,

82+ Transosort

(a) Seernd army were short oi' transport for the inmediste
roquirenénts of 39 Corps, and were not in a position
to orovide transport Lil't for the two US airborne
Divisiong whosce orgenisations made no provision for
transpory lif't aftoe lanaing. Tn meest this transport
dericisney, four U3 Truck Compenies were told to
report from LB wlfS to 30 Corps by 15 Scptamber.

(b) The working or the Curps Transport ressurces wes-normal,
supplemented by: -

(i) 90 armourud Brigrdc R.SC Company, primarily
allotted ioy troop lifting. This Company
passed, however, to 8 Corps with 50 (N) Division,
and werce fully enployed in the lifting of
50 () Division, “

(i1) Three artillery RSC slatoons,

(1ii) 8ix »latoons formed fron the scaborne element of
52 Division, plus four US Truck Coupanies,
3 -

(¢) Two platvons were fully committed in lifting CCSs until 26
Septouber, Their return to Corps control would have been
more ranid had it nov beon for the "eut" in the axis.

B85 17/18 Scptadber ;. Ground Troops

From 17 Septomver ~nenpds, 30 Corps was based on 161 FiC
at BOURG LEULULD which in tuwrn vas stocked by Corps transport drawing
from sruy rRoadheod at SRUSSELS.

Bl 17/18 Scptusber : .irbirne Troops

(a) 17 Septaawor. The sutonatie deon for all formations
af 1 British .drborne Corps was carried out successfully
on 17 Septeauber.

ALY,
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18 Septeuber. Uwing to inaccurate dropping, due to tho
intense cnony flak, the rusupply of 1 British Airborne
Corps vwas not suscessful and the majority of containers
wore drnoned on the cneny. 82 US Lirbowne Division
were, howcver, successfully resupplied, whilst 101 US
sivrborne Division had takon with thorn sufiicient supplies
and ansunitis. For 40 hours,.

35« Ground and .idrorrne Forecs

(a)

(1)

()

19 Septaiber. During this day Corps troops transport

was emnloyed in building up 161 mkiC.  although 50 Division
were sut nocraticmally under co waand of 8 Corps, thoy

remained adudnistratively wder 30 Corps. Liaison officers
viere sent to 101 and 52 US airborne Divisions whose adminis-
tirative situation was satisfactory. The Tour US Truc
Coupanies that Second lrrny were providing for the meintenance
of these two divisinnsg failed to arrive, =i

20 Septambers  although the US Truck Companies errived,

they wer: incamplte, and they were also loaded up with the
weong type ol 105 nz auzumition; din addition, vital trans-
port 1lift had not been zale use of, as some trucks came up
enpty. Truck Craupanies were sorted under 30 Corps direction,
and each Jirbrrne Division was allocated 20 trucks for ground
distributi n within divisisnal areas., During the night,
heavy enayy bounbing of ETTUAOVEN destroyed aoproximately 27
second line vehicles of Guards grrioured Division. Un this
day all three 2ivisins wore maintained by airp, but not
adoquately, as dropning into DZs was inaccurate owing to heavy
flak, incxporience of the pilots and wisty weather.

21 Septeuber, ..dvance elausents of 162 FiC were despatched
to Main Corps with the nvject f establishing 162 ®MC in the
area of _RVIELL | Operati nally, this proved inmpossible and
a site wes chosen instead in the GRAVE area. ns a start,
sur platoons of FUL were sent up to GRLVE from 161 BC at
BUURG LEVURULD, but thesc did ¥OT arrive until 23 September
owing to the "cut" in the L of C, .
i platon of iodium mranition was sent up to 162 WiIC for
a special artillery prograccic by 6k mediun Regiment, in
support of 1 British Airborne Division; this arrived just
provious to the ene.y cutting the Corps L of C. 50 (N)
Division, =rnd such Corpsz troops as were in the vicinity,
continued to be raintained {ro:. 161 FUC at S0URG LEUFOLD.
4 lorge Goruen supoly dwips was captured at USS and this
subsequently proved of great value, as owing to the "cut"
in the L of 6, tho maintenance of certain Corps troops becane
the rosponsibility ni Divisions in whose arcas they were
located. Corps then directed that Divisional transport should
draw or this dumo on a day-to-day basis until the L of C had
boen restored, having installed a conpnsite platoon to
balance¢ ratims and cuntenl 'iscsues. Composite wnaintenance
vacks of XL ant supplics were also despatched to 82 and 101
US Lirborne Divisions during the day, '

22 Scptebers  uUn this Joy the Corps L of C was cut in the
afternoon. uwing to congestion on the roads and changes

of priority, the four platoons of FOL despatched on 21 September
wers holl? v SUUTH of tho "cut", as zlso was the maintenance
lift for J2 US nirborne Division, but that to 101 US lirborne
Division gri throughs

«es/(0) 23 Septeuber
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(e)

()

(2)

T ke

23 Septembery Owing to the L of C being cleared, transport

that had been sent on the 21 Scotember te the 82 US Aire
borne Divisicn delivered its lcad. The four platoons
carrying 0L continucd their journey and declivered their
load to 162 ¥C. IMurther composite maintenance packs were
2lso despatched tc voth US Divisions.

During the night, scven platoons of Main Ammunition Natures
were desvatched by Corps 'Q' from BUURG LEOPOLD to stock
162 THC at GRAVE.

3 and 10 CCS wero estoblished at IwI.ﬂ-.uu(IEl! and 163 Tield
Ambulance moved forward to DRIEL 6875 to deal with Airborne
casualties evacuated ovir U NEDER RIJN in DUKWS.

24 Sectember, On the L of C being rcstored, Rear Headquart-

crs 30 Cecrps moved, but the L of C was again cut at 1200
hours on 24 Scpto 'mbe rnd Rear Corps were marocned SOUTH of
the 'cut' in the VI'JC‘&IEL area, together with three of the
anmunition platoons despatched the previous night; in
addition, NCRTI of the 'cut', the four platoons which had
delivered ammuniticn werc also prevented from returning,
together vith som: cf thc four platoons which had delivercd
POL, 82 US iirborne Division's previous days maintenance
requirements were also held up S0UTH of the 'cut.’

The German supply dump &t C88 continued to be made consider—
able use of to meet Corps troovs' requircments and to supple-
ment Divisions' dwindling reosources. Whilst droodng from
this dump, the socond line RISC Company of the 8 armourcd
Brigade routed encmy clements who were also trying to use
the dump, and, af'ter killing several of the enemy toock 75
prisoncrs of war.

The supply situation 2t Anay Readhead was not goecd at this
time but the Corps were ~ble to maintain themselves to the
extent of 400,000 rations even though the main balancing
items, i.¢, tea, sugar, milk and cigarettes were unprocurable
511 available Corps transport resources “were concentrated on
the task of building up stocks in 161 IMC to the moximum, as
forward maintenance was impossible.

25 Seoptember, Mo change from 24 September,

The total number of prisoncrs of war that were captured by

the formations within 30 Corps during the period 17 to 26 Seplember, was
as follows:~ ..

Ufficers CRs
Guards .xmoured Division 10 140
4.3 Divisian 11 500

50 Division 5 LOO

Potal 26 1,040

i
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APPENDIX 'G' to
PiRT II.

JC _CORES MOVERENT INSTXUCTION 1'OR OFFRATION 'GARDEN'

Tu General

This instruction is fo be read in conjunciion with 30
Corps Mperation Instruction-lo. 24, extracts of which are included
under Section 4 of this report.

2 nxes of [.dvance

30 Corps is dvancing con one lzin Axis as laid dovm in 30
Cerps "peration Instruction ilo. 24. (See Lppendix 'B' 1o Part I).

The subsidiary axis will nssist the advance tacticalily and
may provide 2 mest inwortaent zltern:iive route should the main axis
or any part of it orove unusable. It will MOT howcver materially
increase the overall specd of movement. :

3¢ Order of iiarch and Pimings

At Lnnexure 1 is a2 table showing grouping of formations
and units for movement,

The table is arranjed in the order of march, but it rust
be appreciated tlint this will vary in accordance with the tactical
situation.

Guards Lraocured Division will however advance at 'Z4!' hour.

. 44 SP and Dispersal PYoints

. SP for all serials, (less those already WORTH of it), is
the SOUTH end of the bridge 3596« ' 2

Dispersal point is the Northern cutskirts of LRWHEM.

B ‘Rate of iovement

(a) The rate of movement depunds clearly con the tactical
situation. It is, however, hoved 1o move 2t aypproximately
35 vtm and 1) mih.

(b) It is cstimated that T'or tactical reasons the lew past SP
on 'D' gy is unlikely to excced 3 hours.
Thereafter 1t is hoved that a 13 hour flow daily, (viz from -
C60Qi. hours to 19004 hours), will pass SP.

(¢) There will be NO movemen$ on the uain axis during the hours
of darknesa. The only czcentions to this rule will be :-

(1) ©nctical necesuity.

ii) Vhen a Greoup Cormander iz satisiiced that his grou
¥
can couplete itfs move, vithout Misrupting traffic
arrangencnts, within two hours of last light.

(@) Groups leagucring for the nipht will probably have te do so
on the main read owing o the nature of the ground, though
it may bLe pessible for them to pull off into ficlds adjacent
in some placas. II' UNITS LELVE THE ROAD FOR LEGUSRING THEY
WILL LEAVE & IELESENTALIVE O THE ROLD to indicate the point
at which the t2il of the columm was when it storted to leave

.. -/thc I‘O:\:].




the road, [Following sericls will NOT pass this point
except under provisions of (c¢) (i) and (ii) above.

In any case, it is essential that all serials start to move
again punctually at 0600 hours. If this is NOT done the
order of march will be disarranged and chaos is likely to

ensuc.
6. Lights

No lights will be allowed on the main axis by night.

No open fire will be 1lit by night on the main axis or in
its immediate vicinity.

7. Rearward Traffic

Rearward traffic on the main axis of advance will be kept to
the barest minimum for a1t least the Tirst 48 hours, This includes
local and inter-unit maintenance traffic,

8. Provost
AFM 30 Corps will co-ordinate volicing of the main axis.

One section 43 Divisional Frovost and two secticns 50
Divisional Provest are placed undsr command EFi 30 Corps.

In princinle, each formaiion will police its own move,
Divisional Chl’ working under the general direction of TCF contreclling
the sector cf the rond concerned, (This does NOT apply to Guards
Armoured Division whe will be entircly responsible for policing their
ovm movement) .

9. Ireffic and hovement Couirol Organisation

(a) At Apnexurs 2 is a description of 30 Corps Traffic and
Movement Control organisatisn for operation 'GarTEN'.

() All Groups will forward to this HQ by not later then 2000
hours 16 Septenber, details of sub-allotment of serial
numbers and, if possible, un anticipated order of march.

(This does NOT apply to Guards Armoured Division, sxcept
for-idminigtrative Group. Guards Armourcd Division will
however keep Traft'ic Office 30 Corps fully iniformed of the
progress of ‘their move. This is ssscntial so that subsequ-
ént. groups can be pot on to the ronds,

(¢) Each group will maintain an LO at Traffic Nffice 30 Corps.
LO will report 24 hours before the day on which the group
is expected to move.

(d) 'TCP 2t 3P has authority to pass through onto the rcute
groups of NUL more than 10 vehicles as and when opoortunity
offers,

(Spd) OOBTRCOOACONXX

Brizadierx,
Ceneral Staff.
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INNEXURE 1 to-
sPPENDIX 'G' 1o

PART II
GROUPING OF FORLSTTONS AllD UNITS FOR MOVEMENT - QOPERATION
'GARDEI! -
Formeticn -4ddi tional Serial Destinetion Approx- Approx- Remerks
or Unit Troovs under Numbers : irate irate
respensiltle  Cormizand or rumbsr  time
for Group under Comrand of rast

. for movenent

vehicles point

() (b) (e) () (e) (£) (g)
5 Guards a SRNEEN, 888 180
Armourcd and
Brigade NORTH
One Squadron a2 do %0 8  Under
2 HCR ' command
' 5 Brigade
for:
move
2 HCR less
L. Sauadrons A3 do L0 8
Guarads 8 Ci AL do 158 30
Divisional vehicles :
Headquarters
4P A B do 20 L
9L L/ Reginent L6 do L0 8
less detachments
Reconnaissance L 7 do
Party 100 AL
Brigade
One Squadron w0 do 40 8
2 HCR
32 Guards I e t:?G 180
Brigade
8l Medium 410 do 170 70
Regiment less
2 Sections
100 i Brigade A1 NLIGTHCEN 81 15
elements :
148 Field I'ark & 12 + HINETRRE 50 10
Squadroen
11 Field Company L 13 do 113 20

and Bridging

e ./J'.l 1&-0
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Pornmation Ldditionzl’ ~Serial Desti- Approx- approx-  Reauarks
or Unit Troops under Numbers nation inate  inate
responsible  Corrand or nwiber time
for Group undor conm:and of veh= past
for movement icles- post
(a) (b) () (9) (e) -(£) (g)
hir QP A 1L - LBNHEM 16 L
2 HCR o
(Squadron) 4.15 do 282 55
and A
Echelons
Squedron
2 HCR and A 16 do 440 50
RS0
Headquarters
30 Corps-TCEs 3 200 Various GO 12
15/19 H Battery 66 ¢ 220 EINDHUVEN 300 60
Field Regi-
nent, Squadron
RUYALS
L)y RTR SE Batterys D 230 VEGHEL 350 70
Sqguadron
RUYALS
Detach-
nent 27 Liu
SRY Battery 147 E 240 GRLVE 375 75
Field Repi-
rients Squad-
ron RUY.LS
Detachment
27 Lik
123 LA G 260 NIJMEGEN 108 20
Reginent
(less
battery)
Y GUR G 26% do 9 2
Headquarters G 262 do 14 N
100 AA
Brigade
165 Hild Regi- G 263 do 124 25
laent less
one troop
Seaborne I 270 AWHEM 517 100
Tail 'A!
43 Reconn-  Squadron K 301 LARWHERS - 350 70
aiszance Axroured and
Regte 12 KRRC Regiment NURTH
Reconnai- e K 302 do 5 3
ssance and :
Harbour
Tarties
430 Brigade K 303 do 719 140 Incl 100 DUKWS

Group

and 46 RASC
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NURTH

Formation additional - Sor'ial Dosti- Approx- Approx= _Remarks
or Unit Troops wder . Nurbers nation imate  iunnte
responsible Coiiend or nuwibeyr tine
for Group under of veh- past
- cormmand for icles  post
novenent i G 195 i
(a) (1) aala) S tap—tey L (£) (2)
Tao 43 Tpoop 236 inti= K 304 ARNHEM 49 10
Division Tank Battery and 2
Tac 8 ' NORTH
Armoured 2
Brigade- ; : : :
64 Mediun  Survey Troop K 305 . do- ‘351 70 Incl 70 RASC
Reginent Re fia T
112 Pield
Reginent .
43 Divisional K 306 do 110 25 . &
RE Group | fingd SH00 4
Reconnalssance X 307 do 18 2
and Harbour
Parties o
214 Brigade aricured K 308 do 675 135 Incl 100 DUKWS
Group Reginent A and 22 RaSO
8 srmourcd sin o
Brigado :
RN Brigado K 309 do 330 65
Divisional Troop 236 anti- £ 310 =~ do 238 50 =
Headquarters Tank Battery 15
and Head=- FDS
quarters 8
armoured
Drigade . i
179 Field RN Artillery - K 314  do 4k2 90 Incl 400. RLSC
Reginent 48 Survey ; Sihd y &
9L Ficld Battery
Regiront .
419 Heavy
Battery I .
429 Drigade Armoured X312 “do 592 120 Incl 100 DUKWS _ ..
Group.. . - - Roginent ¥ .and 25 ‘RASC
less Squadron s s g
Bridging K 313 - do 16 3
Platoon it
207 Field
Park Conpany .
61 Reconn~ Detachuent L 500 ARNHEM 177 35 -
aissance 508 Conpany
Reglinent RASC :
5 E YURKS L 500 do 273 55 Bridgehead
Group Detachnent
113 Lad M 501 do 14 25
Reglient - '
less battery
X' GOR M 502 do 14
une Troop 557 M 503 do 20 2
SL 3attery
3 ccs J 300 ARNHEM 70 15
and
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324 Conpany RASCV 1103

Formation Additional Serisl Desti~ Approx- spprox-  Remarks
or Unit Troops under. Num= nation imate .imate
responsible Conmand or bers number time
for Group under 3 of.. past
cormand for . vehicles point
movement - AR s e s
(2) () (e) (d) (e) (f) (g)
10 CCS N 510 ARNHEM 70 15
and
NORTH - :
Seaborme C 5#1 ARNHEM 195
Tail 'B!
69 Brigade 86 Field Regi= P 530 ARNHEM 754 150
Group ~nent less 3 to and
batteries P 537 - NURTH
Battery 7 ]
Medium Reginent
Mein Head~- P 540 275 55
quarters to do
50 Division P 54l
Group
151 Brigade 7 Medium less P 560
Group one battery to do 882 180
. P 565.
Rear Head- 7 Eedium Regi~ P 570 incl
quarters nent artillery to do 819 165 1 HAMES
50 Division FPlatoon r 579
Group
231 Brigade P 580
Group to do 630 125
P 583 4
Rear Headw Air Troops Q 700 do 350 70
quarters Headquarters ,
30 Corps Reconnaissance
162 FMC
Seaborne 7 7 S 800 ARNHEM 202 -~ 45 0T =
Tail 'C! '
US Airborne : oyl
Tail U 1000 ¢ 40CO 200
162 PG T£.830 ¢ 300 60
Guards
Zirmoured
-Division |
Adninistra=
tive Group
43 Division B echelgn.110 K 900 2 850 170
Adninistra= Lia Regimént to ' -
tive Group K 949
50 Division Dattery 75anti~ P 950- 7 174 35
- Administre= Tank Regiunent to
tive Group P 95 -
165 Hak Regi- 123 Lai RegimertV 4100 2 200 40 k11D
nent 113 Lid Reginent to |

echelon
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The following serials will be phased in as required according to
progress of operational and tactical situation,

Fornmation Serial- .pproxinate Approximate Renarks

or Unit Nuvbers nuaber of = time past

responsible vehicles post

for Group o
(a) () (c) (a) (o)

Main Headquarters F 250 370 75

30 Corps

RE Group

HARRY R 733=7h1 878 180

JIM R 742-7L46 483 95

MICHAEL R 747=754 380 75

PRTER R 755~760 536 105

RICHARD R 761-760 766 150

HAURICR, R 769-775 1110 220

GEORGE R 776~778 56€ 115

SPIKE R 779-784 - 1486 300

JOHN R 785=790 1146 230

T i 720=722 300 60

FRED R 720-722 - 300 60

BILL R 723=726 419 - 85 -

BERTR/M R 723-726 - 419 85

REGGIE R 727-728 109 25

BaSIL R 729=732 .. 316 65




ANNEXURE 2 to
APPENDIX 'G'

TRAFFIC AND MOVEMENT CONTROL ORG.IISATION FOR
OFER.I'TON 'G.ARDEN, '

ORGANISATION OF MOVENENT

1, ' Control of movement will be excrecised through 30 Corps
Traffic Office. ‘This Office will be established initially at Main HQ
30 Corps, passing to Rcar 30 Corps when Hain 30 Corps moves forward,

When Rear 30 Corps moves forward, Traffic Office will
remain at 30 Corps 4dn Post until ordered forward,

2 The organisation within HQ 30 Corps for calling forward of
movement groups is as follows :=

(a) G (SD) Branch will control prioritics for movement
on the Main Axis and will give nccessary instructions
to the Traffic Officc.

(b) Traffic Office will issuc nccessary.-movement orders and
make all arrangements for the implementation of the move.

ORGAMNISLTION OF TiuFFPIC CONTROL

- © Draffic Control will be exercised through regulating HQ's
and TCP! 5. Ve
/i ' f{cgulé.tintj; HQs' will cach be in charge of a certain geotor

of the Main Aixis and will control certain TCPs,
The location of these is as follows :-
(a.)' Regulating HQ No. 1 - Bridge over MEUSE - ESCuUT Canal,
TCPs -~ A LEUSE = ESCAUT Cenal Bridge
B VAIKENSW.0RD
C EINDHOVEN
(b) Reguloting HQ No. 2 - VEGHEL
TCPs - D ST OEDENRODE
E VEGHEL
F rd junc ESCH.REN B 6251
(¢) Reguloting HQ No. 3 = ARNHEM

TCPs = G NIJMEGEN

H ARNHEM
TCP COLLIUNICATIONS
5e | Sec diagram at Sketch '.i' to this Annexurc,
6. No, 2 Regulating HQ at VEGHEL will act as control station

for all Repulating HOs and will be in communication with kain and
Rear Corps,

7% Linc comrmunication will be 1aid to Trafiic 0ffice Rear
30 Corps fron No, 1 Regulating HQ at ESCAUT Rridge through HECHIEL
cross roads K 3483,

.l./G. COde
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8. _Code signs; friguencies, etc, will be ‘issued by CSO 30 Corps.

COMPOSITION OF REGULATING HQ ond %CPs

9. (a) Regulating HQ - Persomnel One senior officer ;
One NCO . - —
Three wireless operators

Equipménit  One wircless vehicle
Jeep or Car,
(b) ICPs - Persornel One officer 1
= Onc senior NGO
Three wireless operators
Two regimental DRS
Half Scction Provost
Cook
Recovery Personnel

Equipment One wireless vehicle, with two
banke of batterics and charging
sct,

Four gallons clcar pctrol
Onc 15 et domestic vchicle
Onc Reecovery vchicle
Provost motor cycles
Cooking facilities

POSITIONTNG AND HOVELSEIT OF TCPs AND XGULATING HQS

10. TCPs and Regulating HQs will move into position as ordered
by HQ 30 Corps, Thosc forward of Corps SP will move bechind Guards
Armourcd Division and will drop off on arrival at their rcspective
destinations, y

CODE NAKES

11, * FEach TCP will be known by the code name 'TARE! folloved
by a placc code name of the town in which it is located.

#




TRAFFIC CUNTROL NET

cP
TARE MALVOLIO

ICP
NIIMEGEN
TARE BELCH

TCP
ESCHAREN
TARE TYBALT

ICcP
VEGHEL
TARE WULSEY

Gp II 6487

IcP
ST OEDENRODE
TARE COBWED

ce
EINTHOVEN
TARE BRUTUS

ICcP
VALKENSWAARD
TARE GLENDOWER

Gp I
5603

ESCAUT DRIDGE
TARE DRIDGE

0P

SKETOH 'A' TQ ANNEXURE 2
TO APPENDIX 'G' TO BART I

ARNHEM
MAIN
30
™. 7\ Noe 3 REG HQ X\ CORPS
g 6 EASY \, ' 6 BAKER
/ /
4
/
y— / - -
f ,} / | '_." 6 FOX
e / P
- ’f ”
(o) / :
A AT VEGHEL
o e L e R _,:_P 5
¢ 1. i Control
~i 7 Station
Gp TV 2036
2+ Rear 30 Corps will
control one to one
link to No.1 Reg
e HQ until No. 2
{ ! \ Reg HQ opens,
\_ /"
; 3, TCPs R/T if
. oonditions
( \ favourable, Control
\ may order CW.
i L4s Reg HQs and 30
Corps will be CW.
No. 1 REG HQ
ESCAUT DRIDGE
0 Nl o 6 DOG \ REAR
t""l"!i_‘ /)'———---._._____('"\‘ 30 CURES
Nl N _ — —\__/ .6 CHARLIE
P
r’
TP

HECHTEL CRUSS RDS
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HQ 30 CORFS TRAFFIC 4ND }i VEMENT CONTFUL URGANISATION
G0 I (L)- et

]
.

2 Ve : e t
GSO II (Ops) '~ DAQMEG .~  SORE G30 IiI AR

1« Res ponsi’léilities ‘

GSO I (L) = (a) Co-ordinatimn of movément 4nd tratffic
control.

(b) nvulalnl:.i.y of routes,
' (c) Liaison with -(.)ps.'
GSO II(Ops) (a) Operational situatici;;. -
" (v) Informotion on :unti:i-pai:'e;i operaticnal moves,
(¢) Pricrity of r:i;)va.wnt._

(d) Details of routes under Ccrps control,

DAQMG - (a) Co-ordiration of movemen’ and issue
of nmove orders to all administrative

units.

(b) Planning and execution of TC organisation.

(¢) Liaison with provost. ‘
]
* SORE - (a) fidvice on state oo routes and route
maintenance,

(b) Informatiom on bridges, bridge
closrifications ete.,

.‘GSU III (a) Issue all exccutive movement orders
(Gc.m) for operational units.

(b) state road availability,
._jm{» . = (a) Implementatiin of wmovanent instructions.
(13) Co=ordination of Corps rrovest resources,

(e) Provision of Provost resources Tfor
' TC organisation.

(a) Eatablizluzent of necesaary diversions in

conjunction with RI.
2. GSO I (L), DAQMG, and GSU IiTr (Cam) will be established
at Traffic Oftice Main 30 Corps. -




i APPENDIX 'J'_to

PART II

TGPOGRAPHICAL AFPPRECIATION OF THE AXES OF ADVANCE
AND OF RIVERS WAAL AND NEDER RIJ

-

WESTERN AXIS

1e

(a) ESCAUT Canal - EINDHOVEN

(o)

()

"=

First class road 25 - 30 £t wide with a tarmacadam surfaco
and ample grass verges in most places. Parts of the

road, however, are embanked and flanked by ditches.
Deployment is difficult except in sandy woodland areas
immediately on either side of the road between VALKENSWAARD
and EINDHOVEN. This stretch is alsn suitable for the
dispersal of vehicles, as there are many wooded stretches
which also are most suitable for the defence.

EINDHOVEN

Except for the main NORTH - SOUTH road, the streets
are tortuous and narrow.

EINDHOVEN - GRAVE

Shewn as first class road, width 20 - 30 ft, but in

places the road surface is very bad. Deployment pnssihle
along most of ‘its length except between ZON L426 ard

ST OEDENRODE 4232 where the surrounding country is peaty,
and in the neighbourhood of GRAVE where the road is embanked
with ditches rn either sido.

The bridge cver the WILHEIZ{INA Canal is a class 40, but can
only take single line traffic. That over the ZUID WILEEMs
VAART Canal at 4736 is shewn on a German map, corrected

to March 1943, as having a maximum load capacity of 16
tons. ;

The loop at ST OEDENRODE can be by-passed by a new road,
(not shewn on the 1:100,000 maps), from 424317 to the
cross roads at 427322,

GRAVE teo NIJIMEGEN

First class road with concrete surface, 20 - 30 ft wide, and
two cycle tracks, 5 ft wide, flanked by broad grass verges.

From GRAVE to 6459 the road crosses the MEUSE valley
polders which aro intersected by hedges, trees and ditches,
except for a stretoch on an embankment half-a-mile each
side from the MEUSE bridges. From 6459 the road follows
the railway through country dotted with clumps of trees

cr bushes, and villas. Almost the whole of the road is
dominated by the high ground SOUTH and EAST of NIJMEGEN,
Between GRAVE and NIJMEGEN there are firm dry soils except
for two belts of wet clay, one f'or two miles NORTH of GRAVE
and the other a mile long at 652600,

NIJMEGEN to ARNHEM,

The old road via ELST 7070 varies from 20 £t to 4O ft in
width. The surface is concrete for most of the way,
thougl parts are of rolled clinker,

.../The roﬂd
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The road crosses the Wil river by a new bridge, 716631, to
LENT 716k, and traverses the open cultivated plain to the
lower RHINE through flut cpen f'ields lined with deep ditches,
and small scalitered orchasds near the villages. The road
is raisod about 4 to 6 fect above the surrounding country.
Firm dry, sandy soil-  Trces aloug the roadside and the
orchards afford the onl; cover a3 far o3 BIST, whilst
deployment is limited to gevernl secondary roads.

At 715737, a new road leads te ARMHELK via a new bridge over
the lower RHINE at 7486707, The road is believed to be
still under construction., It chould be capable of taking
tracked vchicles, but these wolild have %o by-pass two
incomplete "fly-over" tridges,

EASTERN AXES

2, (a) VAIKENSV.iRD - IERNDE 4807 - GELDROD LB16.

First class road, but deployment very difficult, except
for a short stretel betuecn IEENDE and HERZE 4911, owing to
peaty nature of the zrcund, Lindited ceolojment Just VEST
of road HEEZE to GELDRCP. : b

(b) GELDROP bo HEL{OND 57522

'Firet class road with Cinssd k0 bridge over the EINDHOVEN
Canal. pploynent poor a5 far as IDERTO 5216, but fair
from there to HELIOFD.

(¢) HELWOND - BAiKEL %124 .. CEVERT 5780 = VOTKEL 5640 - MILL
6445 ~ ESCHERBI 6154

Sezondary road, in sevoral places it only for single line
traffic, Surface menerally gooc, and suitable for heavy
loads, excepl for a atreton midway hotween VOIKEL. and
MILL where the subsoil is poatis

One Class 4O amd twic Class 24 boidpes over thé ZUID
VILLEMS VAART at HBELLOND,

Deployment possible aleng unst of the road, 1'nough
there are bad stretches WESI of the roal at 6026; on.
either side of the road between VOLEL and ;ELL

and for a couple of miles NW of MILL.

Note:~ See Appendix 'B!, 2ART I {or rou%es used. «
RIVERS

&1 Data on the Rivers 184S, 74AT, and m*"r RIJN where the main
axis bridges cross them is as shewn hercunder:.

RIVERS MAAS, VAAL, AND' NEDER RIJN
(a) RIVER MAAS
Dime:sions GRAVE

Depth : 64 feet
Width : 800 feet

Current

The WAAS risecs and £alls very suddenly af'ter heavy
raing, sometines 13 feet o wore within a few days,

.8 l/Bf.’.nks
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Banks 5
The banks are flat over a conciderable stretch; they
are covered with gravel and peat; thc fields and heaths
which back the banks offer little cover; woods seldom
approach within 550 vards of the bank; on the left !
bank there are concrete casemates at every 220 yards,

RIVER WAAL
General

The River WAAL is the most important shipping channel of

the RHINE by which ships can reach the RUHR area from

the estuery ports of the NETHERLANDS. The river flows
through polderland, which gives place to river terraces

in the upper reach near NIJMEGEN. The river has a

constant seasonal variation which is felt along the whole
stretch, as there are no locks, Low water is in September -
OCtObBI‘. fricie .

- Dimensions

Width (at nomal low water) : normally 850 feet.
Depth varies according to the seasonal levels of the RHINE,
Banks

Normally dyked along each bank, exoept at points where

there is a quay, loading stage, or port,

RIVER NEDER RIJN
Dimensions

Width at ARNHEM approximately 300 fcet. In winter the width
of the river may incresse to 1640 fect.

\
Depth 38 - 1l feet.
Current
The tide is noticeable as far as CUIEMBORG (E 27).
Banks
The river is fairly constricted between dykes along
the river bankc, These dykes are normelly of earthen

construction, reinforced at intervals by stone setts,

There ie normally a towpath along one bank, though the
path frequently changes from one¢ bank to the other,

There ic little cover on either bank of the River EAST
and VEST of 4RNHEM,
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23 _ . APPENDIX 'L' to
"'"" d : ) Pa;RT 1T . i
Trtee e AIN EXTRACTS GDS ARED DIV 00 NO 12 B ea RETY \eos (1 b
OP "G.A\RDEN"
INFonmxrrow 15 Sep 4l
IS ORI WO 2 st o
L RS ©10,0.9 6.9 0089508 60 00 0608904
el 4 te 5 3 .‘
5. GA& - Armd. Div will adv at 'H' hr'at maximum speed to area ARNHEM

- and, by-passing APELDOORN, will dominate the area from incl NUNSPEET to
excl APEIDOORN,

METHOD

K-.-

6, Grouplng ahd Order of “iarch

Grouplhg and Order of M;rch are shewn at Annexure t,
7. Adr Sp s ' .
(a) Allotment of Tentacles

(i) ~One contart car under &irect.div control for
Phase I then pasaing to 2 HCR

(ii) One tentacle to 32 Gds Rde
One tnntacla to Div HQ

(v) 30 Corps will maintain a Fad Control Post in order to
monitor all ocalls for sir sp so that should apponls
from ourselves or the Airberne Corps conflict or
endanger the vther, o veto can immediately be imposed.

(e) Ground to Air Recosnition

Will T2 necéssary Auring this OPs During the rapid adv, .
cerise fluoresscnt pancls will be displayed wherever
available. Theiz use way be suspended at the discretion
of cords as aud when the taclical situntion demands it.

(1) Tetween H'idnus 15 mine and H hr yellow smoke will
be hurned when ricndly aireralt are seen.,  NOT more
than 500% of stocks held will be burned, The other
recognition aids will be used in accordance with
previous instrs. . 5

(ii) The very limited nir effort which the enemy may make
is likely tc¢ be directed agsinst the airborne force and
it is most improb.able that our tps will be attacked
by enemy aireraft during the period of the drop.
Therefore, for the period H minue 1 hr to H plus 2
hrs, Si fire will NOT repeat NOT be opened on any
‘alrcraf't whatsoever.,

(iii) Retalistory fire ogainst friendly aircraft who are
attacking ow: owvn tps will have only onhe off'ect = to
. confirm the pilot's belief that he is at*acking
" Geymans.
8. ah

Separate orders will be isgucd by CRA incl instrs for 100
Ill/A-Al
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AA Bde feor thelr anti-river craft role at NIJMEGEN, Pwd tps will
give every assistance to enable this det to get into zetion at the

earliest possible moment, bognm:.ng on D Day, and continuing unti})
further orders.

90 . Airfds

The airfds at EINDHOVEN 4210 and VOIKEL 5640 are urgendly -
required by RAF, Tps from whichever Bde reach these airfds figef
will pass a report on their condition with the highest pnow.ty.

Arrangements for taking over will then be made with all
speed.

10, RE

CE 30 Corps will control all bridging ops, sufficienf egpt
being carried initially to provide crossing over the canals, up %0
and incl R MAAS, end ferries for the rivers WAAL and NEDER RIJN,

It is possible that DUKWs and DDs will also be employed
on these crossings should brs not be availables

11, Div Tasks
Gds Arind Div will carry out its task in two phases:=
PHASE I

(a) On the afternoon of D Day, Gds armd Div with 5 Gda
Armd Bde leading will capture VALKENSWAARD L108.

(b) The adv will be preceded by full arty sp as coord
by CRA

(¢) As the adv outsteps the range of arty sp this will be
taken up by TYPHOONS on a pre-arranged plan, '

(d) Two bns 50 (N) Div will move forward behind leading tps,
astride the main axis, to proteot the flanks and -
subsequently take over VALKENSWAARD,

(e) Leading tpe will pause on the bound 'JUDAS' until ordered
fwd by GOC to make contact with 101 US Airborne Div
in area EINDHOVEN.

(f) The Div may conc SOUTH of EINDHOVEN in areas of the
CL preparatory to further adv,

PHASE 1T

(a) T™he Div will continue the adv two up, as ordered by GOC,
at first 1t D + 1 and will go through to the final
objective,

(b) At GRAVE 6253, where the CLs converge, the bde which
reaches this pt first will continue the adv, while the
other bde will wait for the tail to clear.

(¢) If 32 Gds Bde should lead, it is probable that Div HQ
will pass through 5 Gds Arnd Bde and take sta between
the two bdes,

& a.l/_A_’lL
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AN
12,  Necessary. adm instrs will be issued separately.

INTERCOMN

13. Location of HQs

Div HQ will be located in the area of the Factory 3695 before
the commencement of Phase I, therecafter will move by LEFT CL.

1k, LOs

(a) 2 HCR will provide LO with WT set to report to HQ
101 US Airhorne Div as soon as contact is made. -He
will remain until such time as relieved by IO from
HQ 30 Corps.

(b) 2 HCR will also provide LOs with 82 US Airborne Div
' and 1 Brit Airborne Div from the time contact is firast

gained until such time as the tail of the main body of
Gds Armd Div has passed through their area.

1.5. ﬁ.CK
NOTE :Orders were alsc written on Recognition
. and Passwords between Adrborne- Forces and
Ground Troops.
Time of signnture 25598 hrs

ifethod of despatdh SDR
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ANNEXURE 41 to

JPPENDIX 'L' to
PART II

GROUPING AND ORDER OF MARCH

1« (8) SP - JOES Br 359
(b) Spead - Best possible
(c) Density - 60 vtm

(@) Halts -~ When considered essential by Bde Comd, who
will inform this HQ

(o) Lts - Full, at discretion of comds,

2, (2) Div will move on one CL as far as VALKENSWAARD 4108, subseguently
on two CLe until CRAVE 6213, when Div will again move on one
OL- *

(b) Ord.r of March and Grouping for RIGHT and IEPT CLs and Order
of March on one CL are att at Annexures 1A and 1B respectively.
Order of Hareh on one CL ie llable to alteration by GOC
should the op situation demand.

3. As the prelindnery adv is dependent on ops to be carried out
by 5 Gds Jrmd Bde, it is impossible to give timings across SP. AS a
regult of this, and with the exception of 5 Gds irmd Bde, no unit will
leave its present harbour area until ordered through this HQ.  Each
undit will send an offr to the unit preceding it on the order of march
in order to

(&) Give warning of move of preceding serial (should thiz HQ
order sSeveral units to follow each other), and

(b) Ensure that there is no blocking of rd to SP
This offr will have WT set,

b APM will arrange TCPs at X rds 3493, X rds 3595 and when the
op situation warrantn, at X rds 415083,

54 _19%/73 A tk bty will be under comd 2 HOR and will be allotted
to the two sqns of 2 HCR responsible for the protection of A Echs 5
Gds Armd Bde and 32 Gds Bde, and RASC vehs,




ANNEXURE 14 TO

: APPENDIX ‘L'
ORDER OF MARCH AND GROUPING - PART 11
LEFT CL RIGHT CL
Unit ' - No of Vehs Fan/Unit No of Vehs
One sgn 2 ECR L0 One sgn 2 HCR . e
5 Gds irmd Bde Gp, (less 1 Jrwd COLDM GDS) IN 32 Gds Bde Gp 340,
with under coud. with vnder ccnd :
S 3 1G - 125 1 Arac COIDK GDS 127
—-153 Fd Regt, _plu' one sec 84 Med Regt 130 .2 4rmd Recco TG 127
Two btys 21 4 tk Pegt (one SP, 55 Fd Cegt, plis one sec BL Med Regt 116
one tracior n.:::\m) 63 21 4 tk Regt, (iess ivwo btys, oo SP
19 Lt Fd amdb 40 . and one towed) 60
with in sp ' 128 Fd Aob . 38
14 Fd Sqgn, incl br lorries 64
2 HCR, (less four sgns): 40 with in n_sp
JDJ..V HQ, (4 Ech, to incl 8 Civil Affairs vehs) 156 = 615 Fu Sqn, (incl 14 br lorries) &4
20
—84 HMed Regt, (less two secs) 170
94 Liii Regt, (less dets) 4LO
Recce Party 100 A4 Bde
Elenents 100 A4 Bde 3
148 P4 Pk Sqn ; 5
11 Fd Coy, (incl ?2 br lorries) 113
40P (Portee) 16
4 One sgn 2 HCR with, under comd for mov and protection,
4 Behs 5 Gés 4rnmd Bde, 32 Gds Bde, 2 HCR and R4 282
4 One sqn 2 HCE with, under cond for mov and protection,
RaSC vohs 440

$ One Bty 73 4 tk Regt will be sub-allotted to theso

sgns by CRA and will came under cond.

-16_
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PART II
ORDER OF IliRCH ON ONE CL
Sor Fan/Unit No of Time REMARKS
No Vehs Past
Point
(inol
50%
lorgin)
1 5 Gds irnd Bdc' completo 888 120
2 One sgn 2 HCR 40 6 Under comd 5
Bde for nov
3 2 HOR, (less four sgns) 40 6
i Div HQ 158 20 Incl 8 °A vehs
5 aP 20 b
6 8l lied Regt, (luss two sces) 170 22
7 94 Lii Regt, (less dets) 40 7
8 Reéce Party 100 i Bde
9  One Sqn 2 ICR 40 7
10 32 Gds Bdo Gp complete 876 125
11 Elements, 100 .4 Bdo 81 10
12 148 Fd Pk Sqn 50 7
13 11 Fd Coy 113 14 Incl 73 bridg-
ing vchs
14  Adr OP (Porteo) 16 3
15 One sgn 2 HCR with, undor cand for
rove and protcotion
A Echs 5 Gds .uamd Bdo, 32
. Gds Bdo, 2 HCR 2nd RA 282 36
16 One sgn 2 HCR with, under cond for
ylove and protection
RASC vohs L340 55
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SRR ’ APPENDIX 'M'
16 September 194k to PART II
MATN EXTRACTS

50 _(NORTHUMBERLAND) DIVISION OPERATION INSTRUCTION NO 36

OFERATION “GARDEN"

INFORMATION
XXXXXXXXXYXXXXXXX
- INTENTTON
9 50 (N) Division will :=

(a) Send detachment to secure & crossing over R ILJSSEL at
DOESBURG E 9081,

(b) Advance and secure high ground to the NORTH of ARNHEM
keeping contact with the Northern troops of 1 British
Airborne Division,

(e) Be available as Corps reserve,

METHOD

10. Grouping

(a) 50 (N) Division will be grouped for the advance in
accordance with Appondix 'D' (Not included).

(b) Grouping will commence as soon as péssible and will be
completed by 1800 hrs 18 September as far as the tactical
situation permits.

11. Ordor of March

The anticipated order of march within the Division and the
probable datc of movement is as follovwis:-

61 Reacc Rogiment

Bridgchoad Detachment

69 Brigade Group

Main Divisional Group

151 Brigade Group

Rear Divisional Group

231 Brigade Group

50 (N) Divisional Administrative Group

goououodouo
+ + 4+ + + + + +
FuiliHH O N

12, Movement

(a) Tho Division will move on tho Corps Main Axis by groups.
Details will be issued lator.

(b) Sorial Nunbers arc allotted as shevm in Appendix 'D'.
(Not includod). They have been allotted to all groups,
and to units, the movement priority of which it is con-
sidorcd it may be neocessary to change from one group to
anothoer, Group Serial Numbors will be whitowashed on
the windscreen and tailboard of as many vehicles as

+ss/possible.
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(e)

()

(e)

(£)

(g)

(h)

13. Task
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: Es_.c;_s.:;'.'-:;.blo. Leading and rear vchieles must bo marked with

Group Serial Numbers, Scrial Numbers allotted to units
wiithin groups will NOT be marked on vehicles unless tho unitg
is ordered to move separately from its group.

Ratc of movement dopends on tactical situation but it is
hopcd to be at approkimately 35 vtm and 10 mih.

Night moveucnt. There will be NO movement on the main axis
during the hours of darkness, cxcept:- .

(i) Wherc it is a tactical nocessity.

(ii) Yhen a Group Cormander is satisfied that his group can ---

complete its move, without.disrupting traffic arrange-
ments, within two hours of last light,

Leagucring,  Groups lcaguoring for the night vill probably
have to do so on tho main road owing to the nature of the
ground, though it oy bc possible for them to pull off into
adjacent Iieclds, - 1f units leave the road to lecaguer they
will leave a ropresentative on the road to indicate the
point where the tail of the colwmn was when it started to
leave the road. Following serials will NOT pass this point
¢xcept under provision of ?d) above,

In any cas¢ it is essential that all serials start to move
again punctually at 0600 hours. If this is NOT done the
order of march will be disarranged and chaos is likely to .
ensuo,

Lightss NO lights will bo permitted and no opén fires will
bo 1it by night.

Rearvard traffic. No rearmrard traffic other than the
barcst winiruwnm for command and local maintcenance will be
percdtted on the nain axis,

March Discipline. The success of the operation will depend
upon the speed of the advance, strict march discipline and
adhorcence to riovenent orders. The contonts of 50 (N)
Division Standing Oporntion Instruction No. 4 will again be
irpressed on all ranks,

of Bridgencad Detachnent,

Tac Bridgchead Detachuent, as constituted in appendix ‘D'

(not attached), wall, on arrival at ARNHEM, proceed immediatoly and

take over

1, RE

the bridgchoad at DOESBURG from troops of 43 Division,

RE 50 (N) Division may be called upon to carry out tasks

undor direction of CE 30 Corps, . J'ield Coupanies arc therefore grouped
under brigades for rovenent only and reiain under the coumand of the

CRE,

ADINISTRATION

15. HMaintcnance

On arrival in the ARNHEH arca, 50 (W) Division and troops

under coraand will bc bhased on 162 Fill, vhich is opening D plus 3.
Location and tinmos for drawing will be notified to all concerned

l.':.t()r.

aw ./16- Su‘pplies and POL
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16, Supplies and POL

A1l units will carry four days rations, and full tanks plus
200 miles resorve POL in unit transport,

17 Ammnition

Full first line of all natures vill be carricd less those
natures dotailed by formation corvianders.

18. Replenishiment

(a) As there will be no backward imovenent in the initial stages
of the operation, units will eat down supplics and POL
carricd in unit transport until the divisional supply, potrol
and araunition point is cstablishod,

(b) CRASC will attoch to the bridgehegd detachuent sccond lino
transport carrying 50 miles POL, ono load of :iixed ammunition,
and 180 rpg 25 pounder arymnition, .n officcr representa-
tive will report to HQ 69 Brigade for voveicent ordors 0900
hours 18 Septernber, In addition, two locads POL and one of
arvunition will be attached to 61 Rocce Rogiment.  Transport
will report, loaded, to H§ 61 Raocce Regiment 1200 hours 18
Septenber,

(¢) Units will icke their first replenishment frown the vehicles
attached as in paragraph 18 (b) abovae, so that the transport
vill be immwediately available to return, when ordered, on
reaching the destination,

19 L] mvs »

TCVs will report to brigades under arrange.cnts CRASC by 1200
hours 18 Soptembeor, as under:- :

One platoon 20 Company R.iSC to 69 Brigado
One platoon 90 Company RASC to 69 Brigade
Two platoons 90 Coupany RASC to 151 Brigado
Two platoons 20 Coupany RASC to 231 Brigade.

20. Mediocal
(a) Fiold .mbulnnces will move under comaand brigades as under:=

186 Ficld .suwibulance under coruwaand 69 Lrigado.
149 Field .uibulance under comaand 151 Brigade.
200 Fiold .aabulance under command 231 Brigade.

(b) 'B' Platoon 111 uiAC, will nove under corrand 48 FDS at the
roar of tho Divisional adwuinistrative Groups

(e) 4All casunltios will be carricd forward by Fiold iribulances
end 48 ¥DS and ovacuated to the CCS on arrival. Field
Ambulances will be prupared to evacuate casualtiocs from
airborne units on routo. :

(d) Field .uibulances and 48 FDS will each dotnil 2 scetion CCP
for attich.ont, under arrange .onts JDwS, one at ccch of tho

- following TCPs -
Crossing ESC.UT Canal 3695
EINDHOVEN 1218
VEGIHEL LB837
GRAVE 6253

«ss/Theso sections
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These soctions will he propared’ to hold casualtios and siok
for a periocd of up to 3 days.

(e) 3 CCS will be establishcd ARNHEH 7577.
10 CCS will be established NIJMECEN 7162,

(£) Ono section of 163 Ficld imbulanco is establishing 2 staging
- post at ST OEDENRODE 43%32.

(g) 4 COS will bo esteblished at BOURG LEOPOLD as a staging post,
21, ORD
A dotachment of 50 (M) Division Ord Pd Pk will travel with
Rear HQ 50 (N) Division and will be located in the arca of Reor
Division, All indonts on tho Ord Pd Pk will be put through this

detachnont.

22. REME

(a) Rocovery sections fron brigade workshops will romain undor
" comiand .rospectivo brigades.

(b) Vchicles which break dowvn will, if possible, bo towed forward
to final dcstinations Should this not be possible, the
vohiclos will be pulled off the road and tho loeation
reported to CREME at Rear 50 (N) Division.

(e¢) 69 Brigade Workshops only will .iovo forverd vith the
division, 411 units will be notifioed of its loeation
whon established at the final destination.

23, Civil .iffairs

The threc Corps Detachuicnts axre noving under coirmand Guards
sriourcd Division and will be establishod as under -

222 Ci Dotachrient - APEIDOORN 2 70

213 CA Detachixent - ARNHEM = 77
214 C. Detachnont - NIJMBGEN B 76

(a) PW tokon whilst on the warch will be hanged ovor to the
nearcst TCP.

(b) The divisional PW coge will bo cstablished at the Supply
Poiant on arrival final dustination.

ANTERCOLIMUNICATION

25, Place Code Nanes

(a) attached at Jppendix 'C' (not included) is a list of placo
codo naixcs for usc in operation 'GLRDEN', Those place
codo naries cowe into force 12004 hours D Day at which tine
all previous place code nwica are cancelleds

evs/(b) 4 supploncntary




S

(b) 4 supplctientary list of place code names will be issued for
distribution NOT bolow Brigade 1Q, to bo taken into ust if
tho list at .ppendix 'C' becones coipramised. This
supplacntary list vall be taken into use and the preseént
list cancelled on receipt of code word 'BRAKESFEARE sesseses

a hours,'
ACKNOWLEDGE
(Sel) X X EXT XXX
Lieut-Colonel,
Time of signature 2305 hrs Gencral Staff,

Method of issuo = Normnal. 50 (Northurmbrian) Division
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DIX 'N' to
PART II

Appendix 'B! to 30 Corps
Operation Instruction No. ]
2h of 15 Sep k.

1 _ATRBOLNT CORFS OPERAPION ORDFR FOR OPERATION 'MARKET'

1o British Airborae Curyrs s under conmand Second British
Armys It is ccmmanded Uy I ieut-General I, A,M., BROWNING. It
oonsists of 1 British Airborne Divicion and 82 US Adrborne Division.

2 ., - 101 US Adirberno Divisicn is being dropped under arrange-
‘ments British Airborne Corps, but on landing comes under command 30
British Corps,:

3 Missions assigned to the Airborne Divisicns are in general
terms as follows: - ; '

(a) 1 British iirdorne Division
to land and capture thz bridges over NEDER RIJN at ¢
ARNHEM with su.7Ticient bridgeheads to faocilitate the
passage of' 30 Corps.

(v) 82 US airboine Division

To seize and hold the cridges over R MiaS at GRAVE and
over R WAsL at NIJMZGEN so as to facilitate the passage
of 30 Corpss The capturc end retention of the high
ground between NIJMEGEN and GROESBEEK 7554 is considered
imperative for the accomplishment of this task.

(e) 101 US Airborne Division -

to seize canal and stream crossings in area EINDHOVEN, Z(N,
and VEGHEL in order to facillitate the advance of 30 Corps
to R MAALS.

4 A heavy air support effort is being carried out by 8
United States Lmmy Air Force in support of this operation directed
chiefly against FLAK in DZ areas,

5e Details ol plan and commnsition of 1 British Airborne
Division are as follows:-

(a) Commandoer ' - s ¢

(b) Ordor of Bettle - { Parachute Brigade

4 Parachute Brigade
1 Air Landing Brigade
1 Fzlish Parachute Brigede

(e¢) Dzs, Lzs and obj}cotives of Brigsdes are as shown at Appendix
'B' to Part L.

6. Details of plan and com:.)sition of 82 US Airborne
Division are as u'ol’ows: -
(a) Commander - ¥ %X

eeoa/(B) Order of Battle
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(b) Order of Battlec - ' 504 Parachute Infantry Regt
e 505 Parachute Infantry Regt
508 Parachute Infantry Regt

352 Glider Infantry Regt

(e) IZs, LZs and objectives of Rog:l.mcntal Combat Teams are
as shown at Appendix 'B' to Part I.

7« Details of »nlan and GOmpO..:J.‘Llon of 101 US Lirborne Division
are as follows:-

(a) Commander - XXX : L

‘(b) Urder of Battle - HQ 101 US iirborne Division
; 501 Parachute Infantry Regt

502 Parachute Infantry Regt

506 Parachutc Infantry Regt

(e) IDzs, LZs, and objectives of Regimental Combet Teams are as
shown at Appendix 'B! to Part Ie

8e HQ British sidirborne Corps lands ‘with first Gliders lift in
area 02 US airborne Division and will be established initially in area
7454 It will move later to area EiST of MaiS/Winl br:.dge., on main
axis GRAVE - NIJMBEGEN,

9« Recognition and Passwords.

; XXXXX XX)[XXJ{X}(XXJ{XX XX

106 ng&'.’
(2) H hour is the time at which the first parachutists (less
Pothfinders) are dropped. This will probably be 1713004
hours.

(b) This tiwing is subjeot to confirmation. - Postponcments

would ‘¢iach be for o poriod of cxact 24 hours or multiple thereof.

(¢) Aipproximate thrings for dropping in each Diyisional arca
will be as follows =

H minus 30 minutes . - Pathfinders
H to H plus 1% hours = Firat 1lift (parechutists)
Later D Day = Pirst Glider lift |

There will be no drop during the night O/D plus 1,

The next 1ift will be carly on D plus 1 and will include
both gliders and parachutists and also possibly supply dropping.
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nngndix !
to Part II

_ o
e sBaiEn D)
23 Sep ik
30 CURES UFERATIUN INSTRUGTION NO. 25

(To be read ih conjunction with 30 Corps Operaticn
* Instructisn No. 24)

INFURMAT ION

Bde, SRY Gp less one sqgn,

Qwm Troog
8 and 12 Corps are ci.ntmuang, with present ta.sks.

British airborne Corps

British Airborne Corps with under comd R. Netherlends
52 Recce Gp, (wef 0900 hrs 24 Sep),

is ¢ =

»

Continuing to h')ld. presont posns with 1 Br Airborne
Div, 82 and 101 US Airborne Divs and R Notherlands Dde.

(2)

(b) Relieving 69 l.de Gp by 1400 hrs 24 Sep of responsibility
for close protection NIJMEGEN Dbrs and also taking over
‘responsibility for brheal fron FURT 7264 - GROUT WIEL
6965,

hssuring responaibility for protection Tanding ground -
sites in arca wWEST of GiiVE.

(@)

assuning responsibility for the following recce tasks :-
(1) WEST flenk from excl R il as. for SOUTH as
Conal VEGHEL - &¢HERTOGENROSCH, (HOR ray also
be op in th:Ls area while 32 Gds Bde ia SUUTH
of GRLVE).

(i1)

EiST flank from R WLl SUUTH tc 40 Northing

‘- Grid.

INTENTION

e 30 Corps, in conjunctisn with British iirborme Corps,
will c= ntinue with op "GikDIN."

}ETHUD

4e Tosks 43 Div
L3 Div will :- .
(a) Sccure the RIGHT flank of 30 Corps from incl
ELST, (after capturc), to incl SUUTH bank
NEDER RIJN ot the pt whero brhead is bein; est.

(b) Ensure that .»lish tps n'w in area SUUTH of
NEDER RIJN pass over to join 1 Lr Airborne
Div during night 23/24 Sep.

(o) Pass two coys over NEDi RIJN night 23/24 Sep

to link up with ST flank of 1 Or airborne Div,

sssaa (d) When
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(@) When 129 Bde is released from present
- .- task by action of Gds Armd Div, (see para
-5(a) below), be prepared to pass this Bde
over NEDER RIJN with the object of
widening brhead.

(e) Carry out reconnaissance WEST between WhAAL and
'\IEDER RIJN as far as b0 Ea.stin(, Grid..

S Tasks Gds J:I‘I’.ﬁ Dlv R R L Y

69 Inf Bde Gp c‘;ne,g under cond Gds Armd Div at 1400.
hrs 24 Sep, (a.fter relicf from present tasks by 82 US Div).

Gds Amd Div will :=~
(a) Protect the RIGHT flank of 30 Corps

froi incl BEOEL 7367, (which will be
captured), to excl ELST.

(b) Clear and keep clear the main rd NIJMEGEN - - ie—lifdss

- ELST.
(¢) Retain one armd reg t up in res NURTH of R WAaL.

(d) Continue to op with present force in aroea :
: excl VEGHEL to excl GR.VE to secure 30 Corps I of C,

6o Tasks 69 Inf Ddo Gp

- 69 Bde Gp will :=

(a) Continuc with present recoe task WEST
' between MinS and Wail until 1200 hes
224- SGP.

("b) Continuc with ramining present tasks
until relieved by 82 US Div 1400 hrs
24 Sepe. ;

A

(¢) Come under cord Gds axd Div at 1400 hrs 24 Sops

7 HCKNOVLEDGE
(simed) XX XX XXXXXX XX
Brigadier,
General Staff.
AETHOD UF ISSUE - Sy LO and SDR

THiE UF SICNATURE 2015 A
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Appendix '®'
to Part II

e Q::-J-\:-—?‘_. - - ST

239/G

25 Sep Ll

30 CURYS OFERATIUN INSTRUCTION No, 26

IN FURMATION

*e (a) 1 sirborne Div Lrhead ovor NEDER RIJN is nc longer
tenable owing tu casualties and shortage of sups.
Necessary rfts and sups can only be provided on a
limited scale by ni, ht with assault boats, ete,
cach effort will anount to a wajor op since the
encmy duiainate the narrow erossing place fraa
the high ground N& and Ni,

(b) The area in which {1 airborne Div have their present
brhead is NUOT suituble fir developnent as a Corps
brhead cwing to difficulties of exzpansion and the
inpossibility of building and nedntaining a br in
this aren.

(e) It has thereforé Luen decided to evacuate 1 Airborne
Div froa the brhead night 25/26 Scp.

24 British Airborne Corps are at present responsible
for the close def of NIJMBEGEN brhcad, for ops between Widil
and MAAS and for close L)I'Otectlf)n of GRWVE brhead.

3 8 Corps are directed on CUYT 7149, 32 Corps are
directed on SCHILJNDEL 4138,

INTENTIUN

Ly 30 Corps will arrange evacuation of 1 Lirborne Div
night 25/26 Sep and w.ill continue present ops.

METHOD
Be Ops will“Bé carried out in three phases -
P Evacuation and reception of 1 airborne Div,

)
3

Tenporary re-adjustiuent.

la
-

Preparation for future ops.

LR R

sssnss ./L‘Vucuation
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EVACUATION AND RECEPTION OF 1 ATRGURNE DIV

6o (a) 43 Div will carry out the evacuatisn of 1 airborne
... Div incl deception plan 2nd backward 1lift of personnel
to the SOUTH bank of NIJMEGEN rd bLr.

(b) 4ll elements 43 Div on NORTH bank of NEDER RIJN will
also be withdrawn and rejoin the main bedy of the div.

(e) CCRA will co-ord fire plan to cover withdrawal;
for this purpose all 25 pr arm less 50 rpg may be
used, :

(@) All dets of Poles NURTH of NIJMEGEN will be withdrawn
under orders 43 Dive 43 Div will arrange with 1
Airborme Corps diréect into what area Poles should be
concentrated,

Te Di-& QMG 30 Corps, in conjunction with Br iirborne
Corps, will arrange reception 1 Airborne Div in NIJMEGEN areas

TEMFORARY RE-ADJUSTMENT

S Tasks Gds Axmd Div

(a) Proceed with capture of BEMIEL.

(b) Continue to hold securc EAST flank of 30 Corps
from R WALAl: to excl ELSTs

(¢) Continue to operate with 32 Gds Bde SOUTH of
GRAVE to keep the Corps axis clear, This will
incl positioning one regt gp in areca 5851.

(a) Continue with present recce tasks SE, SUUTH and
SW of GRAVE, SUUTH of R I\AS,

NOTE :~ This task is being taken over by British
Asdirborne Corps at a time to be notified
later,
e Tasks 43 Div
(a) Proceed with capture of KIL.ST.

(b) Hold sccure the EAST flank of the Corps from
incl ELST to incl SUUTH bank NEDER RIJN.

(e) Protect the WEST flank of 30 Corps between
R Wiil, and NEDER RIJN reconnoitering as far
WEST as 50 Easting Grid.

(d) Hold one Bde Gp, (incl one armad regt),
centrally placed in res,

eeseoss/EREPARATION
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PREPARATION FOR FUTURE OPERATIONS

10, Gds Armd Div will continue to op in NE direction with 2 view
to pushing the cnemy out of rangc of NIJMEGEN br and with a view to
further ops NE of NILJ}EGEN,

11, 43 Division will procced with recce and planning for a
possible river crossing op between RENKUM 6276 and WAGENINGEN 5776,

12, BRdy betweecn Gds Armd Div and 43 Div,

Incl Gds Armd Div LENT 7164 - REEK 6968 excl Gds irmd Div
ELST 7071 - ELDEN 7375,

13 ACKNOWLEDGE

(Signed) X X X X X X X

METHOD OF ISSUE BY 1O Brigadier,
General Staff,
TIME OF SIGNATURE 1545, ¢
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APPENDIX 'Q!
to PART 11

EXECUTION 30 CORPS SIGNAL PLAN

BEFORE DROPPING OF ATRBORNE CORPS

A The two links to Airborne Corps in UK, (49 and A11), were
established satisfactorily by afternoon September 14 and worked throughout
2, hours,

AFTER DROPPING AIRBORNE TROOPS AND BEFORE THE
MOVE OF MAIN HQ 30 CORPS

2, No contact was made with 101 US Airborne Division until 0830
hours 18 September, Contact for a short time was made with Airborne
Corps evening 17 September, but this was not satisfactory until about
0830 hours 18 September, One HP set was taken oft A11 to work on

C8. False contact was made with the Phantom detachment with 101 US
Airborne Division at 1800 hours 17 September, Three cipher messages
were roceived in the Corps Signal Office from that link, They
looked like book cipher but did not work out and were initially assumed
to be corrupt, It was then discovered that they were Phantom messages
and the truec idontity of the outstation was confirmed, The Phantom
dectachment with 101 US Airborne Division had been allotted the same link
sign as 101 US Airborne Division or C5 and Corps Ciphers held no details
of Phantom ciphers, On 18 September, HMain Second Army could not work
at any time to Airborne Corps on C8, 30 Corps was given priority

on that net as it wns not possible to take over control because of the
confusion of code signs that would have been caused at Airborne Corps,
Conversely, there wore periods by day when 30 Corps could not work
Airborne Corps on C5 and Main Second Army could, Particular attention
was necessary to ensure the most expeditious routing of traffic

which could always be cleared if necessary through Rear Airborne Corps in
UK,

The US detachment sent to work on Ci14 had no contact. A HP set
was put on to this link with no results,

30 CORPS ON THE MOVE

3s The link to Airborne Corps in UK was maintained throughout

the move, As far ns EINDHOVEN, the move was by night and rod aerials
onlty could be usecd, Contact was lost with 101 US Airborne Division

and 1 Airborne Division by midnight and traffic was routed via Rear
Airborne Corps in UK or Main Apmy, Until Main HQ Corps was NORTH of
EINDHOVEN there was no contact on C1i4., Early on 19 September perfect
contact was made with 82 US Airborne Division, On the move, cipher
traffic reached 10,000 groups over a pcriod of 24 hours, That was made
possible by the addition of the extra 3~ton cipher office at Corps HQ.
As soon as Main BO) 30 Corps was established in MAIDEN, line was laid to
Adrborne Corps and 82 US Airborne Division,

ARTILLERY

L. With 101 and 82 US Airborne Divisions artillery communicitions
were generally satisfactory, No contact was made with RA representative
1 Airborne Division under the arrangements made, On 21 September, a
set from 1 Airborne Division came up on 64 Medium Regiment Command net,
This was authenticated and 2 set put on the same not at Main HQ 30 Corps,
64 Medium Regiment was at the time firing in support of 1 Airborne Division

.r./and it
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and it was not advisable to atiempt to change frequency to produce a
one-to~one link CCRA 30 Corps - CRA 1 Adrborne Division.  Commmunications
with RA 1 Airborne Division werc through 64 lMedium Regiment Command

net until the relief of 1 iirborne Division on night 25/26 Scptember,

CONTACT DETACHMENTS

5 The SCR. 300 sets werc the most satisfactory..  When: 1
DORSETS were given the task of crosaing the NCDER RIJN and patrolling
for some distance to the MORTH, therc was no British Army pack set
available which would gunrantce communications through thick country
to a distance of thiee or four miles for patrcls which had to cross

a river and travel as light as possible, Five 3Cki, 300 were loaned

from 82 US Airborne Division and produced perfect communications for the
task, :




PYASREST I1T
SEGTION 11
IIPPORTANT LESSONS

GENERAL

T In attompting to summarize the main-lussons of this

operation, it is nppropriatec to realise that » Secp thrust of somec i
60 miles was made inte country occupied and held by a stubbern encmy, |
that five major water crossings were successfully negotiated in the |
face of strong opposition, and that the'plen as originally conceived
was 90% successful.

WEATHER
24 #» The weather will always be an over-riding factor both in
planning and in executing =an operation of this nature, During thi

particular opcration, the weather had 2 definite effect on the course
of operations, nnd there is cvery renson to suppose that the operation
would have been 100% successful, =s distinet from only 90%, if the
following, conditions had been fulfilled := ;

(a) If the weather hnd permitted the 1 Polish Parachute Brigade
to be nceurntely dropped on D + 2, and 352 Glider Regiment
on D + 2, as planned, and thereby enabled the 1 Airborne
Division to obtnin its quick ard vital build-up.

(b) If the weather had permitted the normal scale of air support
available,

(¢) If the weather had permitted the ‘nir zupply as planncd,

3. Refercnce to the attached Appendix 'R', which shows the
forecast and nctual wenther conditions, indiecates the effect the weather
had on this oporation. Tn sumary, the weather did not permit
thosc essential rcquiremonts shown above, and therefore the 1 Airborne
Division portion of the operation did not achicve 011 suceess as
origirally planncd, This atatement in no way detracts from 1
Airborne Division's magnificont fight in the ARNHEM arcn, as without
this action, the fcllowing ramifications would have been felt by the
remainder of the US forces undertaking the operation, Had 1
Airborne Division not clung on to its bridgehead in the ARNHEM arca
the enomy might well have concontrated superior forees against us in
the NIJMEGEN bridgohead, and impeded our reorganisation within that
bridgehend during the period whon nir support and air supply wore
made impossible by the weather,

From the above it follows that under Northern European
climatic conditions at this time of the. ysar, sn airborne plan which
rclics wpon linking up airborne forces dropped on D Day and dropping
additional forces ot D +1 is risky, sinecc the weather may frustrate
the plan,

PLANNING

ba The plamning 6f fhe operation was nchieved by the visits of =
(2) The Commandors of the iirborne Formations
(b) A number of st £f officers fuon ‘irborne Corps and Div HQ
(c) Reprssentatives of Troop Corrying Conmand,

'

3 .os/In addition
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In addition, an LO from Airborne Corps HO was attached to
HQ Second Army. . :

De It is considered thdt it would hayve been a great advantage to
have had a planning and advisory staff from Allicd Airborne Army at
Army HQ,. The functions of this staff would be to become fully

acquainted with :-

(a) The groind Army Plan for the ground fofces
(b) The ground Apmy Plan for the Airborne Forces after. landing

(¢) The Airberne Army Plan for the initial dropping and
subsequert build=up of the Airborne Torces,

(d) The Transsort Commond's Plen for the initisl fly=-in and
re-supply, and

(e) To advise 3he ground force commander on 211 aspects of
sub-paragraphs (c) and (&) obove,

To do this, it is essential for this staff to have ecxcellent
communications with 30 Airborne iArmy and the rear echelon of the senior
formation carrying out the operation, This staff should be large
enough to provide representatives on the Continent and in the UNITED
KINGDOM Both during tic planning and aftor the operation has taken
place, until the build-up by zir has finished,

Provided sufficicnt staff is available, it is considered that
the attachmont of ceriain officers of Airborne Formations to Army and
other headquarters prior to the operstion would be of value, so that
staffs can get to know each other prior $o and not dixring an operation,
when events are moving vory quickly,

This is particularly desirsble when applied to officers who
are handling close =ir support and intelligence.

6, In planning tae operation, the build=-up of the eneny's AA
must be taken into cuhsidoration because a rapid coneentration can
vitally affect the air supply and reinforcement of the Force, At
the same time, the possibility of orovid:l.ng counteor flak artillery
fire should be considered,

Te An operation of this nature may force us to make deep narrow.
penetrations, which demand the climination of 21l vehicles which are
NOT cssential, A& point to besr in mind when plamning, therefore, is
to investigate the possibility of using special hdaptations of "assault"
or "light scales" of transport, which my\ sase the traftic problem,

8. In considering the artillery plan, long range artillery snd HAA
artillery must e moved well forvard in the ground Army colwmns to be in
a position to provide ultitote swport for the Airborne Forces and their
landing strips at the first possiblie opportunity,

USE OF ATRBORNE TROOPS .
9. There is onec outstanding strateficel lesson, Airborne troops
must be used in mass, and the rate at which they are dbuilt up must Be
extremely rapid, From thé woment trat airborne troops land, they

are faced with two conflicting tasks -

(a) The sccormplishing of the mission assigncd to thom - a task
which becomes prozressively more difficult as the enemy
recovers from his initial suprise, and,

‘ “ ... (b)/The
L
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(b) The continual protection of the landing zomes, without
~ which operational and administrative build-up collapses,

The simultaneous ecxecution of these two tasks demands
dispersion, which can only be compensated for by concentrating the
full effort of large airborne forgces upon 2 small number of tasks,
Dispersion of airborne troops is just as unsound as is the dispersion
of ceffort of normal zround forces, ’

10, The Dropping Zone of the 1 Airbornc Division was too far
fron their objective, i.e. eight milcs from ARNHEM ; this was because

the terrain and flck made it impdssible to land the Division
close to ARNHEM, JInformation before the oporation was also to
the effcect that landings SOUTH of the River NEDER RIJN were 2lso
impossible owing to the terrain, In view of this, it was decided to
drop and land the Division on the NORTH bank of the River NEDER RIJN.
The net result of these factors was that the leading troops of 1 l
Alrborne Division did not =xrrive in ARNHEM for four hours, by which
time thke enemy defence scheme had boen put into effect,

110 The policy of landing airborne troops to secure vital points
along the axis of advance of the ground troops was a great success.

The strengthoning of these garrisons with Aomy Troops was sound,

Their tasks should include wide patrolling and the maintenance of a hard
hitsing reserve to deal with any enemy threat before it reaches the

L o C axis,

L . Inmedintoly the main forces of the lcading corps have

psssed through the corridor, consistent with circumstances existing at
the time, it is desirable that the responsibility for the protection of
she L of C should pass to & deparate commander and none of the leading
troops should be required to turn-about, In the particular
¢ircumstances under review, the course of diverting ground troops back
so deal with cnemy activity against the Corps L of C was inevitable,

Zn addition, the existing routes werc fully cormitted with the follow=
ap fighting troops and supporting arms ; thus it would not have been
possible to pass additional troops up the axis for the protection of the
L of C, : :

COMMUNICATIONS

13, (2) The operation proved that excellent communications must be
vrovided between the various headquarters a considerable
<ime before the operation is plammed to take place, so
<hat postponements or last-minutc changes of plan con be
cuickly communicated, and information betireen .the ataffa
vorking within the theatre and iirborme Base quickly passed.

(b) It was difficult to find out what units had landed and what
she build=-up and re-supply intoentions were from day to day.
The planning of this was done at Airborne Base and the scele
of communications provided did not permit of the information
veing passed in time to Second Army, This made it impossible
t0 pauge at Army-Headquarters the fighting capacity from day
to day of the iAirborne Formations being employedy In future,
it is conzidercd that messages from Airborne Bese regarding
build-mp should be repeated direct to Army, Yo save the necessity
for retransmission from Airbornc Basc. Cipher delays could
be reduccd by pre-arranced codes for pessing information
indicating troops and weapons landed,

«..{(c)/on the
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(c¢) On the Corps level during the planning stage, the greatest
carg was taken to arrange a sound system of communications
betweecn elements of 30 Corps and Airborne Corps, but it is clear
from results that ftarther training and improved wireless seots
are essential in order that communications between airborne troops
and ground troops following them up become more efficient,
Comraunications with 1 iirborne Division were alrost non= °
existent, as were communications between 1 Airborne Division
and 1 Parachute Bricade, 3

(d4) Air support commmnications must be provided by exvert air
support tentacles and parties, and British tentacles must be
suitable for carrying by glider, In this case, US air
support parties were formed at ‘the last moment, but the Air
Corps operators had not reached a rcasonsble stendard of |
wireless operating,

A modified Porward Control Post (FCP). should also be provided
at Lirborne Force H) in the field in order %o provide

VHF Communication t¢ reconnaissance and support alreraft as
well as communlecation on the normal ASSU network,

(e) Fool-proof commnications must be arranged between the
Airborne Forces and the main body of the Army., Without
- thesc commmnicaticns adequate artillery support cannot be
provided, Liaison Officers with wircless sets, preferably
erystal controlled, should be attached from the Airborne
Forces tc the artillery scheduled to support thom, Liaison
Officers must be sufficiontly sonior o act as representative
of the CRA Airborne Division if necessary.

=

EFFECTING THE BREAX=QUT

14, When ground troops are co-operating in such an operation as
"MARKET GARDEN", the first essential is to make surc of the "break-out,"
In this oporation, meticulous care was taken to produce o really
powerful support plan including artillery nnd air forces, ° In the
circumstances, the enemy was in considerably greater strength than

had been anticipated ; but for the weight of thisz support and for the
magnificent fighting qualitics of the breaking-out troops, the junction
with the Airborne troops might well have been delayed for a number

of days,

ORGANISATION ..IRBORNE CORPS

15, The orgnnisation of Airborne Corps HQ is NOT entirely
satisfactory. The problem is now under study,

AIR SUFPPORT

16, The close air support riven to the Airborme Formations by

83 Group RAF was sceriously curtoiled by the fact that 83 Group was not
allowed to operate during the various flying-in operations, Owing

to the fact that these took place, for obvious reascns, during the
periods of good weather and such periods as havoe already been noted were
very limited, this meant that on cortain days iirborne Formations,

and in particular 1 Airborne Division, reccived practically no close
support at all,

. It is considered that some alternative system should be devided
whereby ground forces should not be deprived of air support at vital
periods, :

s+ /CONPLICT
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CONFLICT BETWEEN AIR SUPPORT AND ATR SUPPLY AIRFIELDS

17. A conflict of interest was experienced between the provision
of forward airficlds for air supply and the requirements for fighter
and fighter bomber formations of the RAF Group supporiing the Army,

a8 always, in this type of operation, there will be 2 number of ruling
factors ; the main ones are :=

(2) Availability of airficlds and Sul't'\.'blllty of country for
quick construction,

(b) Amount of support that fighter or fighter bombers can give
from operational airfields already in use,

(¢) Priorities as betwoen Fighter Borber St@pdrt and emergency
maintenance reguircments,

There may be arcas where fighter and supply strips can be made
in sufficient numbers to sccomodnte both fighter and transport aircraft.

Nevertheless, regardless of how far the above factors will be
relevant, normally the conflict of intorcsts referred to above will
usually qum.rc that priority be given to the RAF Group supporting the
Army,

Where it is essontial to fly-in vital maintenance regquirements,
it is considered that the landing of supplies by vulnerable aircraft
in forward areas should not be forbidden solely because casualties are
expected ; in fact, the scale of planc casualties should be balanced
against the value of the supplics imported.

ADMINISTRATIVE LESSONS

GENERAL

18, Before atterpting to draw any conclusions from the administrativo
agpects of the operation, it is necessary to examine the administrative
situation which was existing in Second Army at that time, Second Army

had just concluded an advance of some LOO miles. The army was still
being maintained from the RMA at BAYEUX, supplemented from DIEPPE, and

the available road transport was much over-strained, The French and
Belgian railways werc in course of being put into operation, and their
capacity was limited by the existence of rail breaks which had to be
covered by road transport, and the difficulties inherent in operating a
liberated railway.

Having regard to the administrative background outlined
above, the achiovement of 30 Corps in maintaining their formations in
the face of extreme difficulty is worthy of note, and points to the
fact that with an oxperienced 'Q' staff nt Formation Headquarters
concerned, it is poasﬂ:-lc to accept administrative risks which otherw:.se
might be disastrom.

e
PLANNING ASPECTS ' ~
19 " When an operation involving the maintenance of airborne

formations, together with those of zround formations, is being planned,
the following factors should receive considerntion :=

(2) Firstly, when airborne formations are to be dropped, and
subsequently erployed in a ground role in conjunction with
the leading ground forcos, the leading ground Corps nust
be administratively reponsible for those Airborne formations

«vs/2s sOON A3
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as soon as the ground troops join up. This will be necessary
' because, the airborne Corps Headquarters does not, at present,
_in the ehr1y phases of this. type of operation, poasess

the facilities or knowledge of local conditions to exercise

exccutive administrative control and provision,

(v) Secondly, if thorc is any uncertainty as to the length of
time which may elapsc before the zround and airborne forces
unite, maintenance of the Lirbornec force by air will be

inevitable,
This will be a very important factor when making the
operational plan for the Airborne force, Por, 4f

maintenance by air is to succeed the Airborne Forces dropped
must be large enough to hold a perimeter of such size that
supplies can be dropped occurately within it without undue
loss from enemy fire,

(c) Thirdly, the maintenance requirements of airborne formations

’ for the time whilst thoy are operating with ground forces
should be assossed on the basis of requiring a minimum of
one month!s maintenance, This is necessary to .ensure
that administrative provision will not be lacking should
the airlorne forces have to be employed in a ground role
lonyor then oripinally antiecipated. This “pplies

particularly when US Airborne Forces arc operating in

front of ~ British L of C and vice versa,

RESERVES

20, The value of ordering formations to carry the maximum possible
reserves wasg anply demonstrated when the L of C was cut, the first

time from D + 5 to D +6 and tho second time from D + 7 to D # 9. Dwe
to operational prioritics, it had been impossible to get more than

the minimum essential ammunition, petrol, oil and lubricants

forward,

Formations were thus forced to make the fullest use of their
reserves and the larger reserves of d1v131ons were used to help the
more necdy Corps and Army troops.

USE OF AIR TRANSPORT

295 Once ground contact has been established wiph airborne troops,
their maintenance should be earried out in the normal manner as for
ground troops, and air transport should be relied on only to bring to
the theatre such items of special natures as are unobtainable in

the theatre, because air dropping or air landlng of supplies depends
on the*veather plus air supurlority, plus availability of transport
aircraft.

22, Finally, when planning operations of this nature, it dis
imporative to eppreciante that the erployment of an allicd Airborne
Formution hag.no administfative objections, but by doing so the
administration overheads are greatly inereased,

The essential feature will be the Barly establishment of
a complete chain of Iiaison Officers and Administrative Signals of
the same nationality as the Airborne force at suctessive HOs along
the L of C.
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No Date Forecast and Period Weather Repercussions Notes
(1} (59) (311) (39) Tx) LT o e (vit)
1 D=1 Period 17-20 Sep suitable for 1630 hrs, Lt-Gen BRERETON decided to
16 Sep airborne ops with fair wecather proceed with op MARKET
apart from norning fog.
Light winds. ’
2 D Fog over bases clearing by 1000 0708 hrs. Similar to forecast Op proceeded On advice given to Lt-Gen
17 Sep hrs with noderate amounts 0800-1800 hrs according to BRERETON at 18CQ hrs of
cwmulus 3000 £t thereafter and plan fog on morning 18 Sep, it
good vigibility. Light winds. was decided tc postpone
4 i = take-off till 1030 hrs.
Thick cloud, base 600 ft
S T8 S Fog at bascs clearing shortly 0800 hrs, Bases as forecast but Ops proceeded or less, had been noving
18 Sep after 1000 hrs, visibility 1000=-1900 hrs cloud well broken base according to slowly NORTH from FR«NCE

beconing goode Well broken cloud
3000 ft over bascs beesiding 8-
10/10 sea and target arca base
15/2000 £t but some petches 7-
800 £t in occasicnal raine. -Rain
dying out, cloud lifting during
afternoon. Wind light variable.

2500-4000 't “ver sca
and target. Weather
over the airfields and
and battle area was
-bad-.

plan, but
NCRTHERN route
only used. Take
off around 1030
hrs., Ground
troops did not
get suGh ess-

. ential close
support fram
the air as they
did on the
previous day.

towards target arca all L
night 17-18 Sep. 4dvice =
given by Met that NORTHERN *°
route via DUTCH islands '
should definitely be
adoptede This was done

and conditicns were even
better than forecast. Had
SOUTHERN route becn

adopted nany gliders

woald have been lost in
cloud,




(v).
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(vi)

(vii)

two pts -

[ SCEY (aa) _(iv)
L D+ 2 Extensive area of low cloud 0900 hrs, As forecast except for
19 Sep Dbagze 500-1000 ft MIDLAMDS, 1000 -
lifting and dispersing 14100~ 2000 hrs

1200 hrs. Elsewhere well
broken cloud base 2000-3000
i't. Hazy, visibility 2-5
miles, Light EAST - SE winds.

1. Low cloud reamained
in GRANTHAM area, per-
sisted all day, Base
600-1000 f't.

2. Patches of low
floud 500-1000 £t

Jost planes in GRANTHAK area
were unable to teke off
despite pestponement 1130~
1400 (i.e. gliders of USA
troops and i Polish Para.
Bde). 38 and 46 Gp and
GREEIHAK COM ON ftock off on -
time - 1430 hrs, 12% of

Lt-Gen BRERETON was advised at
0900 hrs that NORTHERN route
better than SOUTHERN with
practically cloudless
corditions, Ie adaoted .
SOUTHERN youte for tac reasons.
It appears from scanty
observations there was little

NOIBS: Attached summary gives actual weather on were encountered along  gliders lost mainly it is or no low gloud on the NORTHERN
T T routc at pts where RLDAR wos provided. and near coast. of LOW believed because of petches route,
No flying on 22 Sep. ' COUNTRIES. of iow stratus neer BELGIAN
' coast. Over 2/3 made the DZ.
Rest lended in friendly
BELGILN territory.
_ D+ 3 Tog amd low stratue, base 0900 hrs, Similar to forecast, In vicw of the slow clearance  GRANTHAM arca take-off post-
20 Sep 500-1000 f't lifting ard 1000 - of low cloud at NORTHERN ' poned from 1030 - 41400 hrs

dispersing by midday at 2000 hrs
SOUTHEIQ bases and by 1500
-~ 1600 hrs at HORTHIEMN
bases becoming broken
cunulus base 2000-3000 ft
afterncon., Stratus over
SOUTHERW NORTH S8k ard -
Continent lifting above
1000 £t early afternoon
and breaking around 4600
hrs. Winds light variable,

bases, decided to put on
paratp (1 Polish Para Bde)
and re-sup missions only,
These carried out. Tac/R
could produce little infor-
mation, and this enabled
the enemy to concentrate
EAST and WEST of 30 Corps
axis of advance with a view
to disrupting traffic on it.

awaiting lifting of low cloud.
38, 46 Gps and GREENHAK COMMON
area - take-off as planned
1130 hrs.

- 121 -
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(vi)

(vii)

6 D + 4 Extensive misl and low

21 Seép cloud below 800 £t clear-
ing by 1100 hrs in SOUTH.
1200 hrs in NORTH. Then
visibility 2-8 miles and
cverland, thereafter 4- lNo showers encountered.
8/10.cumlus base generally Othervise as forecast.
2-3000 £t but below 1000- 4
1500 ft at times in showers.
Small amounts cloud at 2000-
3000 £t over sea, Winds
light vericble,

0900 hrs, Stratus persisted

1000 - base 600 - 1000 ft

2000 hrs tops around 2000 ft
over EASTERN ENGLAND,

few patches cver sca.

-—— -_ -—

In view of low cloud conditions
and moderate visibility decided
to send re-sup planes only.
Tac/R limited and prevented
additional informatior from
being obtained abcut the enemy's
operations against the L of C
axis. 30 Ccrps agreed urmisual
procedure of strefe on reoog-
nition.

-—

GRANTHAM areas take cff post-
poned until 1400 hrs. 36 and
46 Gps and GREENHAN COMMON
areas took off as planned at
1100 hrs flying over low
stratus in EASTERN ENGLAND.

7 D 4+ 5- Widespread mist or fog 0900 hrs,
22 Sep togethér with low cloud 1000 -
belcw 1000 £% over ENGLAND 2000 hrs

with cloud base improving

tc over 1000 ft during early
efterncon. Visibility im-
proving 1500 yds or more by
noon except in NORTHERN bases
where 1000-2000 yds to 1500
hrs. Over sea and target
area well broken cloud 2000-
3000 ft but local rain like-
ly, cloud lowering tc arcund
1500 ft.

— -

- ———— e ——— -

Ops cancelled at 1300 hrs.
Reason appeared to be glider
work not possible in view of
lew cloud, and no re-=sup or
paratps required although
this cculd have been done.

et briefing of Gen STEARLY
FALLA at 1715 hrs: —

Explained that clearing cold
front would pass area on 23rd
giving gcod conditions for
glidecr work behind it provided
it &4 not become staticnary
over target area, as secemed
possible at the time,

=k =
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(@) (1) (i) - (iv) (¥) (vi) S (e
8 Forecast amended at 1200 hrs. ;
Rein out ocut but sone other Similar to forecast.
intemnittent rain spreading
from VEST to affect 21l bases
by evening. Clcud 41000 £t ox
't?ettér.
9 D+ 6 Cold fromt clearing target arca. 0800 hrs, Conditions as fore- 4ll gliders sent over from Time over DZ fixed at 1600 hrs
23 Sep by 1400 hrs giving ver; gocd 1000 - case apart from cne  GRANTHAN that had been to give front good chance to
conditions behind, Visibility 2000 hys slight shower in waiting to go since 419th, move by.
8 + miles. Clowd 5-8/10 2000- torgst area with Op MARKET concluded,
3000 £4,. Wird Testexrly 40-15 cloud pase 1500 =
mph increasing 15-20 nph over 2000 ft,

land,

-





