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I N 'l' R O D U C T O R Y 

OPERATION "MARKET GARDffi" 

17 • 26 September 19¼ 

GENERAL 

1. . ( a) This Opor.1tion carried out by Second t i:rrzy, with 1 Br1 tiah 

OBJECT 

Airborno Corps under oorranand, was known as "Operation 
MA..m<E'r GARDEN'•. 

(b) 1!o a.void co~ion the operation carried out by 30 Corps 
was known as ttGA.RDEN", and that carried out by Airborne 
Troope as "MARKET". 

2. The object of thi s roport is to record and to describe 
.30 Corps planning ond execution at Operation "GII..RDEN". + 

I.AYDttT A.~ D!SPOSI'l'ION....§. 

3. ( a) The report is di vided into '.fflREE p!!rts which oovor 
respectively tho planning and preparntion, tho execution, 
and a surmno.cy of tho :na.in points of the operation. 

(b) Tho dispositions of formations within 30 Corps , prior to 
the advance on 17 September, are shown at Apponcli.x 'B' . 

4,. Unless otherwiso sta.tod, all map referencos ore to 
1/ 50, 000 maps. 

+ 

..... 

The report also outlinos in the narrative the p3.rts 
that were plnyed by the airborne formations of t he 
Airborne Corps • 
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G.ENER.AL SITUATlui" AN'.J SETTING 
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PART I 

SF.CTIUN 1 

1. By- 11 September, the Seconu British Army had completed its 
quick advance fi-om the R SEINE, and its lea.ding formations wore 
established on, ancl had :s!iU;'.11 bridgeheads across , the gon~r,.l line of 
the MECJSE - ESOAUT Canal, from inclusive GHEEL 0888 to inclusive ·the 
40 Gr id line. 

During thi~ ue::ricd, hard fighting had taken ')lace against an 
enemy ·.•mo, although disorganised. continued i:o offer :;;tif'f r1:.sistance 
,ri.th rearguards mainly compoo~"1 0!' infantry supported. by Tiger tanks 
and SP guns. Behind t.iis sc1•ee1:, he was attempting ·.;o organise 
d..,fcnsive positions 1>us~-d on t .v majo-: ',,at1.:r obs tac:!. .:s \!hich • . .rould havo 
to be crossed ii' a G )ntfouud t\•rust by the s~cond Arnt,;' won, to b v made 
through the 1-:ETlwUudIJ.i, 

The Bri-:;ish L of C ,,r; r.o•,. a.9proxime.tely 400 miles long • 
. lliTVIERP, J 6896, had bu~n captu:..·ed but was NOT operative, and th..: .full 
necessary adr11inistro.tivu, build up ,,ou1d onlybe achieved whon thi s o.nd 
other captur0d cru-nnd ports bccar.1c. "rtllableu Thl: muintcnru1cl- links 
of' the Second :..rnw, wh1.,.•oby t l.,. neces~ary '.:).drninistrati ✓v build up could 
be completud, ha.a. te be. lo.rgcly suppl .... aentcd. by road trans1:1ort rl.sources, 
which in turn h'l.(l t o uCJ provid1;;d ~ "!; t11e expense of' lif+,ing :fighting 
formati ons. .k.t thu o.--~c hmc, it .ro.s vital to pri..vun ·; th.., l.;Ylvw"f re-
organising ; this could onl) bv llon: .;_f· the tim~ for the ·\d.r.rini:;tr a tivo 
build up fo:i: this op ... r-.tion .,a.,; :,hort,moo. i.fter caruful con..,ideration 
it was dccidt--d to tal ... c thi:, au.u5.1i2 ... r~tive risk, su.bsoqucntly i"'ull y 
justifi1.:d, w,d the o.ctu.::i.l dat.; of tL, -::t l!'t of' ti1u operation w:...s 
u.dvanced by six d" .. y::;. 

The opuro.tion ,..:nt-uloo the hic;gcst airborne drop yot t,:> be 
und ... rtakcn by ufrborne formatia'1s, ·u-11 thruu corp'3 oi' the .6t'itish 
S.::cond l.rmy wcru to ·tdvenco a.no. b~ d~ployt.'Cl, 30 Corp~ l1;;:1lihlg in thl 
centr e, and 8 e.nci 1 i Corps 1.:chi.:loncd ~o.clc, · each on 0. fh.n!c. Fol' thi::s 
reason, it can be ::-.o.5 cl t: 'l.t th,~ pro:_:.c.Jcc! opvrf).tion ;:.:!.s unique, ns 
although it had many .t11~tor::; in ..;Ot:ll,:cr1 :ri th other op ... ~' ::i.tion:;, th0re were 
oerta.ir. a.,pecto ,;·hicl' · ,~re r.ot c.pplit:uble to a.,y oths.:r type of operation. 
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SECTIOI'r 2 

SUMMARY OF SECOND o:lITISH ,'l.ffi:Y Ru'JIT I OP.i:fu' .. TION "},L'..RJCET Gn.RD:EN" 

GE'IBRJ.L 

2. The object of' Sc-cond •-TmY, ( ,·.:i. th airborne forces under command 
after landing) , ·::as to po.si tion itself' nstride the river s i,L'u..S , Wf:JJ.., and ".., 
!\'EDER RIJN in the gcn..:ral arco. GR..-.VE 6253 - NLT. . .EGEN 7062 - .• RNHEM E 7575 
and to dominate the country tc, the NORTH as fur as the ZUIDER ZEE, 
thereby cutting off communications bdwecn · GERl,:uNY o.nd the WW COUNTRIES. 

USI<S UF FL.i.NKDTG .FURM.. .. TIUNS ,.?ID nlliBllRNE TRWFS 

3. The tnsks of formution:; operc.ting undur S\:cond ,.nny, in 
con,junctiqn. w:i. th .30 Corps , ,;1ere as follo,--;s: -

( a.) 8 Corps 

8 Corps, consisting of 3 Brit::..sh Division, vms to :nove up 
on t he RIGHT of 30 Cm.•ps nni'i. curry out the f'r,l lo-..ring tli.sks: -

( i) Protect t he HI.CJ•r · '1..'1.:1 rc~Cl.l' of jO Cor ps. 

( ii) On advance '.)f 30 Corps, p.c1.•gron;;:;ivcly to r eliev e 30 
Corps of r -.;zpon:..ibili .,y f'or- TIIG!I'l1 flank protection. 

The above was to b e ~ccomyliJhcd by o,aptut'ing \'/EERT 5897 
:...nd SOEHffiLON.K 4902, end :::ul>:;uqucntly ox-t.c.ntlinh_; as far 
NORTH as fiZL;UND 5522. 

( b) ·1 2 Corps 

12 Corps, c:-,n..;_;_sting of 7 .,rn.ourr:d Divi::..Lon, 4 .·.ruourc.-d 
Brigade, 15 (S) D:i v i:.;ion, ·.:t::. t.; cnntinu"' to opur:itc on 
the LEFT flank of 30 Corp::. , and <.'.arry out the following 
to.sks: -

( i ) Progrcs~;ivcl y ·r olicv0 30 Corp::; of' r e:rnonsibili ty for 
LEFT flru1k protection by ·capturing ini ti:l.lly RETHY 
1599 - "JIBNI'ONCK 1505 ·J..nd TOffif'r!UUT 0606. 

( ii) Sub~cquontly to auvunoc to R t1.1.' .. ,S mid .?D~sibly beyond. 

( c) .• ir born c. Tr oops 

( i) 1 Brl tfah ,.i 1:bornu Divi:;io11 ( \'tith Polish P'\r achuto 
Brigade) o.nd 82 US .~irborn,, i •:lsion ·.1eru oper nting 

( i~) 

tuidt r British .·.irborno Cc.,r:p:J. Their tasks w0ro 
.1.·cspectively: -

To capturµ, itltr., :t, bridges uvc.;~· JIDlm RIJ!'l a t 
~JP!IIB , :wJ J,.ll ,i 11r.tu i;h1,; :.u:r r oundi11g country. 

To co.pturo; ·inta~t, t:11..; bridg-.::;.,; ov0r the R ~ .. ~ 
and R ~·t..,JJ in n.ru·l!, r..:fu.Vl!: ancl .ff,1,.EG.El" and to 
clomin.,:do thu i nt t..L'\u11iu13 countr y. 

101 Ucl .• irbornc Divis.;,.o,, .,n,; t0 b 1.: droppel unclt..r 
ord1::rs o.l' Br itinh i.ir•).,rncJ Corp/'\ in th,~ a .cr.;n 1·rom 
...exclusiv e: GIL.V.i.i; i,c., iliclu::;ivu J~INDUOVEN in accorannce 
,r.i. th the 1;wq1ifrt.111ent..; 0 1· 30 Corp:;, For planning 
tAtrpo~w:3 , 101 ll8 ,.iL'brn-nc Div'ision ·.,;J.G plo.ccd ur.dc r 
co:nnand ol' .30 C orpfi. 

• • • / Th1.; task 

-
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The task of this formation, whi.ch was to come under 
comr1).D.nd of 30 Corps on landing, was to fa.cili tate 
the c.dvance of .30 Cor ps as far as the R 1.i,"J..S. Their 
function co·,tld be described as laying dovm a c a rp·et , 
in advance, tu seize and secure the nodal points on 
the latter part of' 30 Corps' ma.in axis. 
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THE H,,.i'm!NG .:"lD ffii:E Jt'.TIUN OF 30 CORPS l<'QR OFERi..TIUN "G,.RDEN" 

4. Th1J planning e.nd prupcration for "G.JIDEN" by 30 Corps can b e 
divided into three pha.ses: -

( a) Thcl assembly prior t o the .:,~cra.tir.:m 

( b) Thv break out 

( c) Thn thru:;t tr, cor1to.ct th..: ti.i..cbornu forces. 

• ( a.) The i~ssunbly 

J 

The as1Jo .. ,bl y and tho murshc.11:ing r)f t11e i'or ccs b uforu tho 
opcrution prvscntcd t1 mu1,bcr oi' unusual points ,.ihich are 
vrorth consider a t ion. 

Thu f i r::;t point .1.-:i.3 t~r.'t t! v us.r;cnbly h;~d t,;, b<.. so flexible 
thc.t th~ Ooimr.a.ridcr ·::oulJ bo able t-:. c~~n 1'orv,ard any body 
of' troops hL- . .ight find n,.mc:~~O.l'Y: fro.r:1 tl.i.C' \Jpc,.re.t:i.onal 
point of vie:\·., .11c.., ·i;he, GU..tr-1.s •• ri.nu,c.;d Divi.r;ic,n had led 
the br;;;uk through. Tho n:.turv c,f thu vnl. r ~tion ,,as such 
tha t it ·.,'.J never pos:..1 bl\, tr. plnn upon e. .t'ixed order of 
march forth<.. wholu C-.ir p.-:, (c:.~croximntelJ 2··,000 v~hicles) , 
an,l this ncccs3it".t0u. ~ V<;ry c . .r•.:ful c,1·lur , :i: ass(,i11bly, 
and a11 cfficiont or '-'onj ,ation, to c~n for~r.rrl .;ro;.ips of 
troops =tn t l·w,; .:ughi; bu r•..:quirc."1. 

The ..;econd point , ,"l:J thnt th..: ·.1holo u1' t.1... ;; Jn0cn tra tion in 
t he cOURG LEORJLD arua he.d t:• b\, o1'i'cut<..<i ::. , '.l v ury brief 
tiuc, thruugn .·cn,,u.- b.:.tt.J.onock..; .... t DTT!ST .. -;::l bEERTim:EN 
v:hich it ,,a.:. no:. pOG.iil.ilt. i;r; i ... provu, 

Th.: third point ·11ns i:l nt t 11.: n"tur,;: A' the 1,r;l.•rn.tions vrer~ 
Jr.novm to b., .mch t ,-.·\ t gi·oui:1~ ',f' :1dr:i1.i.,t.:-'\tivc z-:.nd t ,.:ch.nicul 
v ehicles had t::, b_ f\ffor~h,J local pr,,':.,.;cti.c,1 in th .. for m 
of :lct'lchmonts ')f c,ft'cn.:;iv1; t r oop::;. 

The fourt h point ,·,·:::. t'1 l t th..; colui.J!, ·,,hicil 1'r "i. th..; start 
·.,as r...::;t1.·ict ... -d t c, :,nu ....xis , i 11clu.u1.1c1 t "ir, Vt-l'.'f l• r ei.: ".nd 
very vulnor ._blc groups - one •· o. bridging [P"O:.• .... p_. ·.-:hich in 
certain circu. ...;t•.incv:; 1.tlght ...:xt\111<l. t r, ~om~ 1, , 000 v1.:hicl1.:s , 
and t·:ro - t l.e; uw uni.Jtrativc t .lln CH.' til1,; r..J.:r l,0~·11\, forces, 
amour.ting tc s1.11.,c.; 2 , 000 v..:h.i.cL.::s and .Jl' :H. .. c·u.::.;l Ly r-,qulring 
n high r,ciol'i t y in thu r,r :,.:r c,f r;.nrch. 

( b) '.l.'h.., B:i·unk out 

The "t•.::rn.in tc, the NORTH c,f tht: brirlr:,c r:,vur thv . ..E'J~E -
ESCL.lJT Cnnal l-3.t 3596 (,JUE ' ~ JR.D:G.F:) , 111... t:l.u udj v.i. ty o.f 
th1.; ..:n1,;1.1.\ in t,"tat : .. ~,;:- , 1.1 .. -uc it clc:.1.).· !'i.•,,: 1 t. 11-.: :1 L -l't t h!.l.t 
the br--nk 01..t C•p1;;r-,tion W'";ul l •, ,;nu .f c ,11~:iJ.ur,,bli:; 
difl'icult.1, Thu b.l'i l~;,..;h,.::,d .r•.::. .:1.,,ll .11 l 011 ly norvoJ by 
two brilgc::::. Th,.;n • .,-.;J ' _ f1.,.r r, .,.J..; ,nJ 1lu .. c:,•m try t, th<.: 
j UHTH a!IC! l, t' ,,.; flf.111k .. : ~,.r th, brilg ;)w l,l · .. . ,:· 1, avily 
; ,c,c,deu. :.J1d v - l'.f J111tn,hy, ..... _ :1.ng it; -,mll nitd, . 111 . • ,~iolu for 
t hv ::.ruour t· . vc:; Gi.'f iil, 1•::,, .la . -

BOul'in.;; th• ~o pc,lt:L-.; i 1 vL1:,, , th .... Curp2 C .m•1·1:1 ler li r w too 
that tl u b \:;iu ,::,f thv bl'vnk: Jlh pl::i.n ..;lic:,nl ... 1.. , "' v.._ry ht:n.vy 
a r tillery .?:.·ogi·1t1.::: 10 ..;•lL'PrJL·t~d b,: 1.~, v~,- · .. 1v 0~· oi' Ty,r,hoon~, 
3.nd th'\t , ''\/lying upun tili , ,::uight I: ,11ltu.1., th<.. ~r t ,our 
:,.nl i11fnll try ~,l' th1.. G1 •rJt; _ .. r1 tCurctl rLvi:.doi; ·,,..,., 1,1 or onk 
t •ll,;(i ·,.1 ·:.,....F ,Cc ·,,:i t'1 •~ll nn",Hi >le !>[)•J-..:d. 
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SIDTIUN 4-

0UTLINE UF .30 CURffi l:L.11.1~ FUR 0IBILTION 11Gf.RDEN" 

5. ( a) Intention 

(b) 

30 Corps was tli advance, ·;mon or der v:i, n.t maximum speed, 
and t o secure tho area NlMl.5.l?r.51:."'T Z 6721 - A.RNlil!M E 7 ~77, 
both inclusive, 

Grouping ~.ncl Qd1.;r r,f Battle 

Tbo O rd.,~r of n . t le.: for 
addi ti.:.nu.l .. rc.,vpL llndur 
sho·.m at ..... .,9,.mti:Lx : Ll 1 , 

Troops i ..; NOT -3 .:,.It'. . 

.50 Corpe, together with the 
cc,u:iand oi' thoir formo.tions, is 
Thu Order oi' Battle for hirbor ne 

( c) Axis ?f' t\dvanc1,;, :,r-1.cr oi' t!'.rch and boundaries 

3•.) Curps .,::w to ru.lve"lcc or, ont. i~in axi~, and for part of 
t he. ;'ray on " subsiJ.i£\r.{ ~l:.; t.., be used only by fighting 
troop3, in 1.h0 following gcn1;r a.l ord .... r : -

Guards ; .. ri.:our<"d Division 
Jlcu..:lqua.rtor.; Hain 30 Corps 
b.3 Infantr y Divi3ion 
50 (N) Divis ion 

Tho o.xis of :>. ..v mc.:c t:-, ou u.c;cd by 3•J Q.jrps W'l .t in t er corps 
bliun:!aries, togoth,_r ,rith 1 British i.irborne Corps DZs, and 
final planned positirms of 30 Corps [iQR'l)H of 1..R.Nl-mt, a r e 
shO\m at ..... ppendix 1B ' . 

Note: 

The .iizposi 1..ion.J vf i'orua.tions ,.d. thin jO Corps , prior to 
the l\dvnncc on 17 ,-;upteubt;r, !\X',;, also shown in this 
;~ppcndix. 

HOVEiiiJiNT .. .Ni) ~...F.;:'IC 0UM~R0L 

6. 30 Corps ·.,a:;; t ., .r. Ne n1. ,n,.; :.:r.xis. i. lthough a ..;ubsidiary 
route wa::i nllottud, it did not ~voiJ b1Jttlencck.,; and thcrc:tfor e did not 
give a co1.1pl ete ::;0c1.1nu r.)utc. The e.b tNb r.1onn t that a c~Jlumn uf 
apprr,xir.le.tely 20, 000 vohicl o;; r. 1J. to pai:;::. cert:rin bottlenecks, on the 
r.1ain axis , a t \/hich :.i gvc,d t rarfio c1J11tr ol oi·gnnisativn \ tOuld b e 
essential , as th(; c,,urso vf the l>attlu \/Ould ~mtirdy ,11,;~nd on the 
flow of v ehicli33 .. long th.i.; axis. 

The import. .nee of .lp<::,.::<l in tl1c.: "\<lv rJ1cc in thi.3 ope;rati:in nas 
i r:iprcsscd o·n all ro.nk;..;, 'Uld tha t. t liu key n .. tc.: to th~ ,ri1,,l e success _of 
the operation w~.s :>.n ct'fi.r.;i~nt tr'.lI'i'ic cr,ntr vl orgc.ni sntion an.J. good 
march disci plinu. 

Tho dot,,i.J.oc.l in~t.,•u.c.:ti .... :,..; .r.i th c ... t;::i r l t .;, ,v,"'mnnt cr,n trol and 
tl•a ffic ::>rg:misnti011 -.s ,J.' :.,!. ,.l b:r thv Oo1·p..-. , A.l'n l'urth..:r consilered in 
det ::.il in Suction 5 1:'· .1·t r. 

Tl1UNG:3 

7. The tiJ 1ing11 ~·i11ic;h ,.ute ·.1.t·rsmgc.J. by 30 Corps w..:rc ns follo,;s: -

( n) 1 D' d:l,y ·.ri ; tho rl •.'-i on ,;hc:Ml r:,1:1 l"\tion:.; "r u.RiCET" and "GuRDEN" 
b0gM, 

(b) 1H1 hour .1•:i..J th,. tir.1c a t :,i lch t.ruops t•..ud.ng pa1·t in 
Opt-·r~tir,n ",,uaKET" .. eL' C i 'ir,.; t. t.11 l.rop. 

• • • /
1H1 hour 
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'i-i ' hiur ho.u. b ... on fixcJ pr~v_si.:;no.lly J.·or 1300 r ,urs Ji. 

17 Suptei .. bt.r en:: tL..i.s ,,,-3.3 t .J bv c~ ifil·:..c:i • 

..::'ostponer.1unts ·;1:iul (l De r',)r p..:rio<l:_; of· 24 hriurs. 

( c) 1Z ' h:ur .n..., th1.; ti110.: .,_t ·.:.dch 1- uing tr:iop.; taking part 
in Opvrati :,n "G-,Jwfil: I ·.,::;,u:!__ ulV'tnc,... I !, I L1Ul.' ... ,--.... likuly 
tv bu enc n.:,ur o.ft...:r I H I h ,ur ~:d .,Jull_. in .:-i.ny ca;Jc, lh•t 

,OU <.:~•t·lier. Thv cx~t ti.: •'v ::,f· I?. ' f' 1Ul.' .,~ -;, b1:;; n-:,tii'ied 
le.tor. 

(d) In th..: r.1ov u:1l.mt inatructi::,n n11 c::;timati;.1 tii.11.:s !'o:r 3.,ritls 
to pe.t:l.J SP ,·.oul.: be i:, tonn:... r.,_: 1 i 1 1.,lt.l!.; ,:;::, i. :i..ny hours . 

'l'L...SKS OF FVRl iu.TIUNS 

8. Ths 1;~sks of formations in 30 Gor_x:;, as .:;rderod, ,li,;:.:c as 
ff1llm,.:; : -

( o.) Gu ".l:'d... .. rr .. ourt..J Di visi '.)n 

Gu•:..rcls 1,..r1'ou:r.\.,od D1visio11 ·Jill ,.J.v_J~c ... :-t ' Z ' V1.,r ;..t 1 .. ax:i.::\lr.i 
spct..i to a.run l,RNHE.. ~.nJ., by- tri.s..,ing nP.fL.ETX.'O~N Z 7803 , ·.rill 
:lomincto Uu .. ~re.a f l.'?l. ir,clu.:;ive NUriSPl.~Rr l::. 67 21 t J oxclu .. ;ive 
.i'...PPLEXJOffi';. 

Sh:,uld bridgcn '.t ci thcr <~fu,.VE, trIJ11..:1:r.;.E:,: or ... ~NHE.I h.-i.v ... b,.;t.1r. 
destroyed, G-u::i.rJs . .r. 1ourt:tl Divisi:j1: ·:all t"'u., out to Lh1.. fl:l.nks 
or. tte SOlTH bank ot' ~h- river :..nJ, in c ... ,n,iw . ..:t. or 1:ith n.ir­
bornc tr-·c-ps .in tho area., t.::..lcv •tll ·~ppr;-,.pri".t .J .• etivn to 
f{'..Cilitatc thu task Jf 4) 1.ivi.:;i::-,n t~, ci..rry ,ut brilging 
c;perations. Thi::; .,'ill iuclua.t.l . .;cc•urinr i=hc: .:.L.11k.; oI' the 
proposc::1. briJg,.; ""1 to :md, if i)O:.wl. blv, tit,. ,;tJ•.-;UL·ir.r; uf "i. 

~,:ml:. briJ.echo;;al. 

(b) 15/19 H G~oup 

·15/19 H Group .r.i.11 auv:...iwu tu aru,~ .c:r.:· ltloV.1'1 'Ul] th0ro c.1r.ic 
under opc!'ationul c,:;1: •.• an.i -:1· 506 f-lCT .,.i.t11 ;... viv\', i;, nv:!Jing 
-i;o }:t.K:p clear 30 C:.i~·ps ,.,.a.l.1 :..x • .J J.

0 .v,.tJC•~ .n t•., ElN.DilOv.ElJ' 
urce.. 

( c) 44 RTR Group 

44 tlT.:t G-rouv (till ~ci.-vnncv t .r .. ,J. VEX;l!J.!:... :: ,,737 . r:,1• th :rl.. 0.,UIO 

unuer opu·nti ,'le.1 cu .. J.i:,nl 501 ROT ,::i. tn ,.- vi .. : t, .,vl.L'ing to 
keep cle~.r jU Co:cp:1 i.w.in xtl .... r,i• ~Jv ~c~; i.n 1,hc V ..!'G. ,hL hr-.1a. 

( d) SRY Group 

\ 8RY G-roup rri 11 ':l.lv:1tico t , · .. r1.u. GI:0.v ~ J1 1 th1;;'".J b ,; in ~upport 
of' tro,ps of d2 US uirb.rn011vi.; .. , . th t1. Yi•:r t t,.;..;i.iting 
i,h~t .J

0

Vi.0 i.m t, koop clu::r jO C rp:, :_•, .in · vi.; ,,f :.u: v· :ice in 
the GR. .. VE ru.' <;t-.• 

( v) J,j ivi.,ion 

43 iivisfon .,ill: -

(i) -~;lv·r . .:v , .. U .. •ll ,r-1, .. r l J . t. I 'l..'(i1,11J\ ., •• , •• 'LI il 3~1,,;llrC .'l.l'\.e. 

fr.,, ir 0 u.:j.vu J,PD J•'• .,o ,;; .., 78•J.5 _u.., f;o1n:,· ·•I.on 1 igh 
o:roull..l tr, ·. Joint 1' ,ju1wt~un .iith ·1 briti. il-t ~·1.•bJr-nc 
..Ji vi.1 .ion ~n tn..: ·1.rcri NlH~'l I - , · , n.E ·• 

( ii) .3enJ. Jut·~cJ1;.,,.;nt::; t ,.:cu.r<..J CI'O:. ..;.i.ns..; y V1.-}: H IJ::i,Hl, at 
J EV.t.!iTill ½ 9107 ·mtl ..:UTFH.TIN _; 91,.9,r. 

• . .. /( iii) 
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(iii) Should bridges ov ... r either rivers k1..u.S , w.,~J, or ~!EDER 
RLJN huv e b•..;...;n destroy ed, b e prepared t c, carr y out an 
assault c,-.or1~:ing and bridging opor tltion. 

( r) 50 (N) Division 

50 Divi3ion \/ill C:Jntinue-.;', hold the existing bridgehead 
over t he l.J!USE .ESC.~UT Cimal. Thereafter t he Division 
will: -

( i) Send uctt.ehmen t s tr, .;ccw.·c a cr ossing over R IJSSEL 
at OOE3BURG E 90~1 . 

( ii) ,·,.dva.nce whon c,r.:!.vrcl and :;ecure high gr">und to the 
NURTH of' ~1NJIE1.t , roli 0ving !.i.3 Division of part of 
their res'?Onaioility and keeping c?nt act with Northern 
troops vf 1 British ..:.hbc,rnc Di vision . 

( iii) Be n.t !.\11 Lir.10s :.i.vailc.olc e.s a Corps r esorva. 

( g) 101" US .. irborne Division 

The r.lO.in nis3i cns Yihich hnve been assigned t r, 101 US i. irbornc 
Divinion on landiniJ a.r e: 5h:-,wn diagr c-J;,.r.'.aticolly a t. , .. ppendix 'B' . 

, .. IR SUP.FORT , ilo{..NG.fil ::ENTS 

9. The Break out 

• I 

( a ) '.!.'he pl anning of air s upport pr ocee::cd .;n th1. assuri1pt ion that 
durir.~ tho i .. irborne d r ops the 83 Group v.i rcroi't supporting 
30 Corps ·,,r., ..... 1::1. be gr ounded ti a llO\i tht:: fighter and fighter­
b or.1b er eso·,:cts tri the tn,op- c.:nrrying g lider force f r ee pl ay 
in: -

( i) Fighting ho.;; tile r:.i re rnft, 

(ii) ,.ttnd:ine; h:)stilc fluk _positions , 

since. it -.1uu · .m·ocio.t c.J. ~h1.t t he sl o1., ,.oving tr,;Cp carrier s 
o.nd gli ,..,L'.:i .nul.1 ,::·1.,scnt u oitting target both from ground 
and nir. 

( b) a s ac-on o.n tho.J 3.ro~ .1as ;v.,._r IJ3 Gr oup w&ro f'roc t::> sup~ort 
t he ndvunoe oi' j.J Corps. 

( o) This .-;~t~>por t .,--....; t , Jc 1)~i ... 0 . .l ,.,n a pro--arr,"ngeJ r ,;quir t;1:1rn1t 
'J f onv sr1U, .dr:i1• r 11' HP Typl1oon .• vv or y i'i ve ::ri.nutcs for 35 
1.1inut.,:.;, brici'c'l tt1 .str11.l't;; thu r 11f\cl NORTH of' t h~ l oo.ding 
troops •.mu. t·· ,Je f-.110·. •cd by '.\. 11 ca.b- rank" r,f RP Typhoons 
i'l yin~ JVut· the l ,;• Jine ro·· .ourocl clci 1cnts. ..11 these 
a.ircr'lft ·,1.,;r<.: tr, bo eontroll ed f r :. tho ~round b y an Ri..F 
SquaC.:.ron ,Lw.dor in R/T t.,uoh 1:ri th t he pilots fr,:011 o. c0nt ~ot 
co.r f , ttc.<l vrl th VJ.IF -.·.-i.clcsa oqu.i.tt.11.;nt . Tho .1hol 1;) RP 
Typhoon wi·~·ort r,r ,,.3 Cr1,up was by lhis u, ,u1s to bo 1.1,..'1.dc 
u.vnil .tl>le a.t v c:_•y ni1ort c·•ll t r, the locnl cr,unendor of the 
f orce \thich lc<l th0 brr.:ak cut 0n ii,::; ve ry nor1")W f ron t . 

( d) ,,._not her C!•JII t:.1.ct n •·r vo.z :;i to<l a.lc,neaido Co,.11.1ondor .30 Corps 
with the 9riority to.sk ,f rjJc<.:iving a >.·vport frr,::? a. 
Tactic --..1 1t1J-c·_.rm.-L.i.. sauce ah·cruft on th-.; n.ccur c.cy oi' the 
airborne drop ::J, t 1::.~ th~ Co .... umdt:1r c~Ltl..l , by r ... ·fi:lrcnce t o 
that inf'o ri . .at i .;n l'ix the zur o hour f c,r the break out. 
This c e.r could nl3 to.lK i.-, any r thor Tnctic:\l i{econna.issance 
aircraft ·.,hich ,1<..r0 c,ver i.hc: urea. 

• • . /( e) 
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( e) In acldi tiun L.., the RP Typhoon i.:ffort , t ,.c noi.,""al f ighter 
effort Q1' ,3) Group v,n.:J av"ilabh: in the: role of cr-,ntinuing, 
o.f'ter th.:; airborne drc,p, t, .:~cp the sky clear. 

10. ..l.fter thu Ur eak Out 

RA 

( a) The norno.l ~..::isu t t;ntaclc sy::i"t~.1 ·,ril.:c; nva.ilo.ble anc. t he 
allotnU1t ,f t~n t uclos, (excluding the cont~ct cars already 
r ofe:crcd to) , \l'.1.S as f ollmrn: -

TJ:Q j O Corps ·! 
Cuu·d..; .• ri. . ..;,urc:u. Division 2 
43 Division 2 
50 (N) Divis ion 1 

( b) The airll:>rno 1',JrC ::::, · .. ur1J t tlrvp ·,1i th jvt:p ti::nt. '\cles r.ianned 
by US opurntor s · nd ·.,itn tJS J,.i1· Support Ot'ficer s , these to 

. be netted i n nn -:-. ::,~;,-~ ". tt: net tr, i t!.i cc,ntrol at Second _.r:.iy 
Hco.dqu:\rt ·r.3. 3) Cor p:'.i ·:ras tr, uoni tor t hL:. net so o.s to 
be o.bli.; tu i? .. Jo;;;e a voto if an.v J.~:,.1rmds fr:r support oub1.u tted 
on it c.ppc~irc1 t:-, 0nJ'\n(;Cr .30 Corps troops. In th0 ev ent of 
the jt,Jp tfmtucles bdn~ UlW.'ole t •i gut thu rangu necessary 
f m· ·,:irt.lvs::; touch vii th thd!' c.·,ntrol :it .• rr.iy HeaJqua.r·ters , 
an. J?CP with 1. ·12 HP .,et ·:,a.:. '1v i:dl 1.bk at 30 C.,rps Iicaclqua1'tur s . 
The F'CP \la,:; nlJo s.vci lc.~Jlc .for u;;c .:i.s a f orH=.rc1 non visual 
control po::it by tl!o ~,Ji' Sq ,,.Jr.:m Lu(..dcr when hi::i t. t,sk ·.:ith 
the c:.ntact cnr wo.,:. vv cr . 

( c) Ground t -. ..... ir l.,.;cO.r.;n.i.. l i;::,n 

It via:.. ·· p,;r ..:Ci ..J.t oo. t h .t t he e:;r ounl .si tun.tior. in this 
operc.tic,11 .. uull call for the ;..3..xi1 .UL e .. ,pl Dyi ten t of 'lll 
1..1.id::; to r <:.Jogni tion. ; .rrunga .. c-nts ·,70rc r..o.c1o for the:: usu 
of curirrn f'luo1•,;.;c0nt 1:-:J.nel.3 J.urins a rapill :::uvuncc, 
:.:iu:;pcn2ion of \lhich w11::: tc, be at the liscrction of 
C01.u.1and1;,rlj. Th ... u..;o uf yollo•., si..oke und 1.WI/N BiACmr lru .. ps 
'rlD.$ a.13 :., Or<l. t:red. 

( d) Lun&:w.rk3 

12 Corps ,.,z.::; to set u I u knJ.i.io.rk 11 T" , ·.:i th tn0 lwuu n:f th~ 
l ottur t'r1cing NE. l!:~h ur1.1 of t hv lctt c:;r t b0 100 y:,.rds 
long, and to be r.iale ,.1.· Nhi te h ... ssii1.n clotn. .In o.JJi tion, 
13ach :;,oint uf t h,.; "T" i:9.3 t~, be pr0lon~cd !'or 500 y'l.rJ.s by 
ycllou si.10k~ 1'r o1.1 f.,int:; c,r· uri r,in o.t ·1 00 h:inls intorv,_.l. 

11 . For th,Ji.1.· oruak out i'ror., the E3C,.UT Lri.li:;d1.::~'l th.:: Gun.ru.s 
.'i.:t" .ou_rvd Di visiut I wa~; 1..r, be 3U!'~ ortcl by ·, 1"'i uld 'lnJ .-:r l iuL r olli ng 
be.r rag~, under th..; JircotL:.n of th0 CH,. of the G-u11.ru::; ,.r1·tour0c.l Division. 
Dct ai l:; r,f' arran~t.;1 .en t s 1Je.Jo arc sho\111 at i.pp<Jndix IC 1 '!ru t r ·1.ca thui•eto • 

. \ 
~ 

12, ( a ) ·JOO J .. i . Brigade, (with l l' . ler 0p1,;r'l.ti ·no.l cunh'ol 27 }.d.l.l-., lo::!n 
onv troop) , ·,/l\S or,!(;.t.'c,l t., :;·r NiJ.u ,_. l,.foncc '\._, !'o llo,.::;: -

BriJ. • ..,;- uv Jr i ::5GnU'.l' C~.nn.l 3596 
Bri<l3i.;.} o.t BR.:;UCllEL 4426 ~ 11 VirnJ!!L 4RJ7 
Bridges o.t GR . .V:E w1c:. KIJl&cli 

•• • /( .i.i) 
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( ii) In the case ?f' thG briugcs ~ t Gix;,Vb! ond tHJl,;:EGEN, 
.H..'!A and Lh.i°, defonce, ,Jith r adar and ~earchlights, 
wa~ to be provid<ld by l..L.J t light D + 1. 

( iii) a,rrc.ns:ui,1ent s W•.;.;1•.., t! .de tn count~r !.:0tor Tor podo Boat 
~ctivity in the NL.::1E.EN urea. 

( b) Should .Ji:,n-m: bridge be ruachcd on D + ·1 or D + 2 , _._.,. 
pr otectio:1 wr,s tc bo prvvidetl oy tho Guards .:,.r •. :oured 
Division. 

( c) J:J.S fr or.1 D du; , n 1 -::unt~ uuin~ ur.til 1\1rtht:r or ders, a HOLD 
l!'IRE on 3.11 · ..... . ·i:J:o we.s :::irJer..,d during J~ylight so as to 
cnnur c that n;;,no of' our o.ircraf't beinf; u:::crl for dropping 
po.l".ichutist:.i 8h1.1nlJ be, fi1.'w on. 

13. ( a) J.ir ficlus 

Ut;C!l.USO th1:i fu.F 1.11:g0r.tly .c•..J,Lu· ri..<l. thfv u:;E; of' c..i:rfit.ilds ,at 
VOLKEL 5640 anl EiiWHOVE1:1, ~v0ry 1.:ffort ·;fa::, to b<; 1,ta le to 
c o.pture tha., o.ml CE ,f Cor r,; .r ... ·Er..:cte-1 to ecport early 
on t heir C"A,di tion. 

(b) Br i~ing 

The bridging 10 la11 t .,urr.101.m t th<- t!1r00 r.nJm; ~:,,.t.:r 
c,bst .. ,cles £1.<" r v~lo . .-nich the Cor p:; axi ~ o.f ·~,lvmce ·,1as 
Jirccted wa:; na fo!lovt::, : -

( i ) Sufficiont b r iJ.gint 1.;qUi(LOn t ·:us :.r 1-.red :.nJ Jiven 

, 

o. jt:.fini tc t osi tion in 1;h0 ini ti ~l or 1 £.;1· -,1' ::tD.rch to 
provil0 cro.1sir.g:; ::1v0r t he; Canalo Ut t, 'lnJ ir-1clusive 
t he 3 :.,.,.,s , an 1 t,.1 

4
1rovile fcr,:ics for tnu rivers 

:1,.;.L und 1-TED.Ert .ill-JN. 

( ii) Equipt..ont I'or bridging ovc...r the R .. ,..i..L ·in.i "1~uER RIJN 
·.w.:; .. wo.ila'ble in th~ hrijt3inz Junp ~t BUlJrlG LEOFOLD. 

{ iii) OE 30 Corp~ .ms ::>ut ir. ch"-rge of ,tll l:,ri.ic,;ing operations 
and could cl,~, .. an l , if .1cc ~:, , ry, al.l :>r part ol' li-.3 and 
50 {N) _1ividions 1 RE rt::sourcu:.;. 

( c) Plo.n ninF. 

Not~ :m thu R.tl: J;lr.uminc- ..... ..;p"'cts loi: 30 Corps op<;x·ation 
11G.JU)EN 11 o.rc onr.,·,m ut .. ppc,ndix • D' • 

.. 

14. Soc Part I Se;c .. ion 6 . 

15. ( a) Loc,1tion 01· Hv dqu.yt,.;r!'; 

(i) GOC j•) Cor"° ' r;c1,nnrd:; .. u1<.:tl ·.;:,i.::i tr, 1t11v <1 iu,&lj.P.tcl~, in 
ro·.1r .:>l' th<.: Guard:; •• x.·, ,1:>11i· l livL;i nH. 

( ii) :i:u.n lk 11:111· "\; .r.; y1 Cor:,,-. ., ~. to la, )Ii ml into t h~ 
01"'1..:1· 01' ~rch lCcorhn::; t., tlw 11ro1 .c,;s,, vf the ll!l.ttlo. 

• . • /(.b) 
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( b) Cc,r . .i..iunic ati..,ns 

LLJSON 

(i) Extract!:l of CSO jO Corps • Sign~l Instruction for this 
01,Jera ti on is .lt ,~ppendix I E 1 • 

( ii) Th.., c0.~ .. uni :o.tionJ tint ,,._re to be :J\;t u_J for ~,irborne 
TrOO?S and .f'or ;,,.,ll fol'1.:v.tions unJ.er and. Opt.re.ting with 
30 Corps durine this operation .e.r<:; sno·,m c.t Knnexures 
to ~ppendix ' E ' o.s l."'ollons: -

.tillnexurc. 1 - ,,tai:1 Huo.Jquartt.:rs 3'J Corps '.t/T 
CoJ -· unica.ti;:;ns 

rulnexure 2 - './/T C vi._,,unlc.:ations ... irborne Corps 
:Jc·w.qtL'l.rters jn U~l'rED KlliGOOM, 

J-"lncxLU·e .3 - ,f/T Cr:,1.1:. tuni.;o.tions ufter . .:..icborne 
Corps H..:r\clquo.rters haJ lan::1.cd. 

,Lnn<Jxurc 4 - \f/T Cm ... 1un i :..:L.tl ">ns Spucis.l Hu, 

Note: - Sor.,e notes on the a:wcution o.r..' ;,, Cor ps Signal 
plan is shown at .1'..ppendix 1 Q1 tc P·..rt I I. 

16. (a) Fivo Contact Detachr .• 1.mts ·::ere: roviJ...l uy 101 US .u.irborne 
Division to ,/Ork b1...t·.1et::n ;::c, .~ts 101 Ui:> _i borr,e Division 
and fo1· .ro.l'U troops of th.., Guarus ,.r .uurea l ~vision. 

( b) .,',.r.range..,cntz ... ,.;ro .. ~.le .1.'or ~1. lib-ral 1.;;xch :.1 g.._ of Liai3on 
Uf'ficcrs a.; .o.,b,vcn !eadquarturs 30 Corps .n:1 fi., ·d.quarter s 
British _,irbornc Cor ps • 

• 

• 
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SECTION 5 

ORG;..NIS...TIUN Fun UOVE! .. JUT UF 30 CORP.s TR.~FIC 

THE FRUBLEM 

17. The problcn prvsenteu to the 0::.rps Wt).,.J the tactical move 
of approxirao..t ely 20, 000 V(jhiclus acros.:; HCJLL;.r,.'D; one route, 
supplo1:iented by a s ubsidiary routu, ·.,as o.ve.ilablu. 

ORG.nNI&'..TIUN 

18. Full de tails of thv plan £Lnd the: oi·ganis~tion set up to d<Jal 
with the pr obl em ru:e shv\'m ut ·-~ •endices to Pa.rt II as f ollows: -

( a) ~· .. ppondix I G' - Ilcudquarters ,30 Co.cps .Jov ement Instruction 
f or O pllr a:t;ion 11G1JillEN11 

(b) J ... ppcndix ' F ' - Headquarters .30 Cor ps Traffic and l,.ovoocnt 
1 Control Ur g:.miso.tic,n. 

·19. . Tripogr:.i.phicnl a,;:,pr cciativn of the axis of odv~nce and the 
Going Mo.p issued for the o;.,cratic,n arv shown o.t ~i.ppcndic.: cs ~s follows, -

( a) 

(b) 

J,ppcnclix '.J' - 'fr,poc;raphicll.l .i.ppr ...:ci a.tion of the axis of 
u.ivanco nnci R i v ars w;.,,,·J., and NEDER HIJN. 

I 
.Appendix ' K' - 11G-wing 1.lo.p" e.n iss ued f or the Upcration. 

20. 30 C.1r ps was initially cc,?1contr uted i:1 carofully pre-
arranged groups in an ureu SIJUTH of the ESCl~UT Canal nstride tho 
o.xis of advance, and. t hese ar u s110,111 n.t , q_.>pendix 'B ' t o Section 1, 
Part I. 

21 . ( n) The princi~1l<: ot rtlf:"N <::J,1cnt wa3 that 1 •• 0V(;;.:ten t shr,uld take 
l)l nc e by dr1y only. 

( b) Fo.crnntions ruil Units Y/Oul.l ha!'Lour along the road co.eh 
night , r0t1 .ining their or ~0•· vf priority. 

( c ) Fonna tions ::i.nd unit:.; vmr u tu Lu fed ii~ t 1 th1.; axis as r oad 
spo.ce b0cw.1c t.v·ula..>lc • 

• 
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SEC'.i''.:Ot-: 6 

dU}.1.1,U.RY uF 30 CUt!P.3 ...... .i :n,:.No:: ILJ'i B'OR U.Fl!.:kTlUN 11CL11DEN" 

22. Ref~rencu to JO COl.!,>.i Ord~r n.i.• Battlc, ( ,,. ppundix '-~ • , Fart I) , 
for operation 11 

•• i..UKET G~..RDE:~11 Y:ill shti\, th:.-,t th1:.;fr opurational a11d 
l~ll).intenancc cor~nit,..:.,.mt::; f ar uxcocd.ed t►1oso uxpccto:1 to be nvrually 
cxccut~J by~ CorpJ S taff anu Sorvicc::.. 

The c;utlino uo.ir.t"nr.!Jico Plan t ... r ,u\-t thc::iu c0r.ir.utr.1ents i s o.s 
3hchm b elow. 

GENEIL L 1 .,JNTENfJi!C~ 

.I 2.5. ( a ) Up till ·16 Scrter.bcr, 111 1·c,r::;ati.ms z.r.rJ. Corpe '.l.'r oops •::<-vre 
t i rc::cin 0 .scd or. 160 ELC in BRUSSELS a~er., and D.U .• uni tion 
vr.:>uld c.)ntinue 't, b.., Jruwn f r ou ilfo 6 .,rr.::; 1loo.d:\ead. in the 
BRUSSELS ur\;~ until ·(61 Ftl,C ':1&3 opun. 

(b) C.m "17 Scptc.r.tl>~r, ·161 lii-~C 
f,r the !'!a.1.1 tvno.ncc Jf': -

... , 
, ,,c......., -~ I :pt;n in BOURG- LEUPOLD ar ua 

~2 DivL;ion (,.fot1.1.loi:nu .C:lc.... .. unt) 
Cvi•~)S BrLlge; Or,11.l!Jl 

.. 11 C0r,~ ~r.:>,>J:.,.J 
82 US t, ir·b,-;rnc t)ivis i c•n 
·;01 US .d rb0.·n,.: Div is:i.rm 

( c ) On D + 3, 162 R iC ·.•m.s tn r:,•.,vn in th-..: _..ffif!IB,. ·1rcn fc,r isnue:; 
to:-

~uar,.b .• r vlll'<.:·- Division 
4-5 J)ivi:;'.i on G.r•"iup . 
50 (N) Divbi..1 Grou? 
1 ..c~tr!,ornu .Jj •,ri~icn ~ inclu.1ing Polish Par a.chutu 

.i3 r ig&:1.c) 
8 •. r . .ourt:d Br j ;·1.::i.1.; 
C:;r p:..i T1··,0po f ,;r .1u .ccl of thu R ,,~-u.L. 

24-. ( a ) The 1:.•tinte:nancc ~.r Cor ps, ,.t·,.i_y o.nJ 4..r: ..y Grout ;iE !.l.tte.chd 
to Divi: ions for l>r icl.rdn~ -.:tc, ·,,D.~ t.i l,1,,; 1.>y DiYi~ions 

I 
(b) 

c.; 1curncd. 

D,3t .:i.chucnts o'I' Unit., .lt'.c~. l un t..r c1,1.u,!Lml 0f .~lrborn~ 
li'or.r.ntion :· ·,,"Cl'(; 1.0 b1,;. 1-.;cc,·.,')CJ"lit}d by \ p:0f.:.ir· t i,)nut1.; _w vunt 
Ti.." their st.-c.::.1J lin h",nz.,ort , ·.fi. .i.c 1 .re.::-~ t . ., .,ork lllli t 
Cu!'ltrc,l t? t b.; 1'1.:c .l'ruu .,hiC''l th~.t W-11 t. .,,_~, to Jr'l.i(. 

SUP.PLI:E:3 _.:,;:., I-OL 

25. Fon.c.li1,n.--, .3.i·l Q,;r .J; 1'r;;,op · w.i. i.hin .50 C.:,1l't)!, \l\.:!'.J ,:,.r~cred t o 
hold th"" f'ollm.·in_s, - • 

F cJ 1· ... ·t ti on,.; 

Gu:.rJ.G ,.r !OUl·r. 1 ... t.V:i!"iCf, 

43 Divi:-:inn 
50 (N) Divi".ion 
8 .,. ri. OUI'l,l Bri 1.rlv 
Corp .. '.rroo1,;; 

8 
6 
G 
6 
·+ 

Hiles RJL 

200 
250 
250 
250 
150 

•• • / i.; J.lUMITIUN 
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AMMUWITiuN 

26 . (a) ~~11 f 1~a.:i;:;n.:i ·.vur,. or.ic11·~J. to carry, as a. min1;,,ur:1, dc.uble 
sec-,nd lint- hol.l:i.115s of 25 pound.er, a'l'td !l.11 e. .;:uni tion for 
progrru.ne 17/18 Septe, .. bcr W-<>-"' tc be dra.-m from 161 fil\,1C . 

( b) uving to th,;: :..lunder .;tocks held at H )atlheatl, ( later to be 
h<.;ld o.t 161 and 162 RiC:;) , f orr.1ati0ns rn~re ordered tc accc:::pt 
the fac-: th;:.:i:. the~' night ho.vu to carry on ,d.th depleted 
second :ine hc l dings. 

TRl,.NSFJ~T 

27. ( a) Tr oop Cacr ying Trcnsport 

The alloce.tio., of lift f .,r tro~r carr:ring couii tTnent s t o 
f'orL.o.ti :,ns ,:11.s as 1'c.ll0Yts: -

l~.3 Division 

-- 50 (N) Division 

- 297 an,1 536 C:jinpanies, (DUKWS) 

- 20 ,. rr,iy •rroc,p Carrying· Ca.1pany 
90 , .. r,nourvd Brigade Co1.1pony, ( less 
o:,e platoon 6 - t onner s) . 

DUKWS -:i.L.r,it...:d. to L3 Div.i.si.:;n wer-. tn ror.ie.in under C'A.Ji1B.nd 

but ,,;ere. t-,, be 1:wd.c :.i.v~:Llable for us0 by iB for a.ssaul t 
ri vor er , .. sings. ,'J;1:-:uz1j tion lo~dcl ln th~st:: vehicles was 
tc b~ -:;ff' 1 ,it.:lcd ".n l b;.L I tll"ld~r nrrangements l1--.3 Di vie ion. 
This r.,., 1.1tmi tion w .r· tr, i-> : ... ~, .arded as o. Corps 1•c30rve and 
•.ms not t , b•.1 issu..::1 to O.l!.f formation 1)r expt;nded by 4.3 
Division tU:t:t.l r, lu1:. .. H.il. b✓ ' Q '. Main or iL.:.1r Corp.;~ 

On arrival r;f' ftJr!.1.:i.tion:; r,n their objective.'.;, ell troop 
C.!arr ,vin~ trn.nsport , ( less J,QK'd:3) , •:,us tc; rt..vert to .30 Corps 
control tv su,,pleL . ..,.1t Cor.£:'S third lino r.uuntcnru1oe lift . 

(b) Incrv.r .. unt to _.z-1.Is Trur1:1port 

01,T.i.ng t l :ck ·,1' • ..i.·1.:y 't'i.·ru•.:nort, 30 Corps wo1 c . .i.ade 
res_ponz L- lc r'or thdr .,.,n _,rr,if, ( 3rd line) , 'rransport lift 
from Ron.:lhc.;c.l tt, 1111\iC...;. Tc; increase thc; , .1, ,y Lift , the 
followinJ ,.10:fl3tU" c..; •.1..:1"' c.,:c ;.ccud: -

( i) 'l'rnn3port .,f t;hc, ,.>Ot~bc:;.cn0 olrJJ.:<mt -,f 52 Division, ( both 
first ·in·l ;1:e.; ,w·. lino) , ,111.::; tc, ow .. ~ its c.:01:u.::,.litics 
end. G h}9c uqu.i..~T .cnt, thereby proviJing 0ight platocns 
tr<"li3_)ort lift. 

( ii) • ull t1•:1')>) -.;:1rr .•·.u:s tl"HlCJOrt, 1u:..vin~ l- pO!:i tod frJruations 
in thciL' vb.je<.;tlv.: ru:~tt .:as t,, ·uv..:rt to jO Corps control. 

( iii) Di vbi ,ns ·,.1 thin 3G C .1r ,,.; we-.. 'J t,i bu Jr(;)?~l.·_,,d to acc<.pt 
Cr,r::r ta.~ks i'f",r f'ive 1il·\t oon::; of tnu,.:;~iort for ru, 

,m_,. _:-cc.:.1'il;.l ,. r t1, 1. 

28. Froi:i D till D + 5, t.lt1.- 1·.,1·1,at i·,u.., of British ,.ir,,r.,rtH; Corps 
1,1cre to b~ .. 1:1.· .1t ..i w~l '..>_. ~.ir uy l'urtrcsio-;tJ.:;, Stil'lingn an,1 Dakota 
aircraft. Pr,wi::;j m, -..,~:, , 1. , t ·d-. fr,r , 'll 11 ir.:n:mcc, in 'Vl ~r.~rgoncy, 
of 82 and 101 US ~. irb-,rn.., ~J iv:lt.ions i'ror,. 161 l•'l-;C .. d.Lh d'fL;ct frOl,, D Jay 
and t'or 1 ,'...i1·bc,1·11c Di.vi:-.ion l'rc .. 16,: 1',.,C .Yi th of'fuct fro1:i D + .3. 
See.home clc: icnt o f· 1 ,.;HbOL'l1 • Liiv:.~.i _},-. ,r_:.; to ri.:.join the Division at 
tho oo.rliest Of>pOrtur.ity . 

• • • / ..... D-iTEN •• ·rC.1:, ·t BRITISH .. Ll.ButlNE DIVISIUN 
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1.:.JNTEN .. NCE 1 B,·.ITL3J .1I.HoL,.Um r;rvLJiui: 

29. t .c.int,mruic1.: by air wa ... tr, lh: ..::eii-rit;d JUt by 3tirlings and 
Do.koto.s, o.nJ. ..i.11 Jr:,rt, aer -r;.., bt: .i~ ..;4.;..! on prc-l!.:t<-~1. inc~:1 Cli, ! .oJ.ity 
dc.;r:-:.'lnds. Th~ lrr,:, 011 u + ·1 nnw.;v0r ·,1c.s t r, b ... entirl-1.r ru-:,.iuni tion. 

Tho o.;aur.,rne T..1.il ,t'l.; t ., ,.;~u-ry :. i'urtn-A ,.:chelon of· 
c: . .r.mni tic,n an- 1,,vr1 r.ta)~ au_J li .::::; ,/L i tc:, JC _;hRL..:J. in, in blocks, in 
accordance ·.-11.th pr.i.ori-i;ic;..., r_, _ ... : . .nn .... ul bJ Cor.u._ • ..1...:r, 1 ~.iL borne 
Division. Th0 first bloc!~, ,, th ru JOU.TJition l•Jl'L'ius -~o..linc..;, :,as to 
follow tL0 Guard.., ;.r .. :our~-1 Di.vis.Lon. 

30. .'.i · r.1a1ntcnru1ct.. for US . .i.rlr,rn.; .F'·.1rr.:c.tion 1 £'.•::>:., D + 1 wxs 
tJ oo i:-roviil<:::d oy Fortr1.:s.::;o:-;. Th.,r,.10.J'tc:r, ::iir ,.i:u, t"n .. net, c)ul1 Jnly 
be proviJ.ed by .;..1ch Da,:c,t.\ :.!ir,.;1·ui"'t · • ..; wurv .... v·,ilat>l, :. In thu 1:1vtmt 
:if extreme 1'.;!'.'-r_\.lncy, Fir ... t ~ .... li~<l ,. ir.10rn0 • .:ri.v ·.:or" tc air lend 150 
tons ~f US ,\. • .r.1uniti:m ::Li .oRU;;ici.c:LS airport , ,,,b.iu 1 • .. a . .; t◊ b ... ~a.cried for­
':ro.rd tc. tb.; US f'::.ri . .o.ti:-,n..; u.r roo.J, 

l;'our US Truck Oor..p'.!.11i11:3, lo·.,JcJ · .. ·i.tl, a Luni.tion, .:1.,L'C; c,r·lcrcd 
tu re!?ort -·!·,r. LE ':..LI:~ to 16·1 JllifC b:, 18 Scpt..;11ber. 'l'her e•:..ftcr, they 
,7crc 't~• lie .i-·L.1urc-l 1;0 d1,,;livcr c o,,.i ties to .::i .. irbOL'nc Division::; 
en in:;tructi;)n ... fr ,r .. t{uFtr j·J Co:c1,::; • 

.1,ft.::r .1. 1 .. lJv, .. ry -,r -~ioros t~, •• irb.1rn1_; "t1~r:.:ations , (';l.11 Con.panies 
were to r~tux-n to 161 H~C ·,n 0. c thcf v1tll..l c,:,;:.•.: 11nd ... 1· c~•nti:c.l c,i' DDST 
3J Corps f'r,r reload.i.n.; fro, .... r1 ~,r r~ll~.:ad, 

,31 . ( a) J.oii t.l Pl-u-, 

The, 11 ,r. .. l . ·.!ic.c.l nrr · :1.:.,;,~r.10nt., •111 J. Cvrp:.; _, vol · .. ~ro m.ad1., , 
cxcel-'t c t.\; t.,<.. '\clp c.L' t1 , .lll\;Ch ,.it.hor•i tic::.;, thruugh tnc: 
... <:;Jiu::. ·t' :!?:n.•1c-.: B1~rn1\:\rlt, .. '\:· 1J li:;tc~ tr 3lll>.l.;.i,.mt tho 
C r JC Lclic· l r ..; •u•r...i~. 

( b) Evaoustion 

~• high 1•at,.;; ;.1 .cu uul tiv · IJ\. Li'-1.,n u;<p1.,'Ct.:J. lurinb tht.. 
~.1 luyr i..mt A' ;,he Bi i ti.3h .'.i. ll>orr~c Cui· . .,,, :.i.1: l i I ih~ ini 1,.i.ul 
st.::i.0es · <,.lie al unl t . .1 \,,;r..., ·.1r..i:•,1<, ! th ,; ti 1:.;J .:.:-ul J. uo.v.; to 
h ·,Li 1.":a:Hl1altic:.. ,un.li •1c:: (:;V.•,0nntion . c.V K!ll .ti . .1n I'ron 
Divi.::i',n 11 J.,1.,J1c;;;..l u r~it..,; •,1:;.., c ✓ • .., initi tll_, t I civilian 
int t, ,llc.t.:...,n., ·lt Bv' 1.(. LEUH..1.L..J, anJ i.1..t.:2.· tu j unJ. ·JO CCSs 
nt. , ... tillJTh, ·u1J. ru.r .iG!:j•f b.r 1·1·11~-..c. 

32. J!'rau z.i.rbr;r1c Llni.tz, 1V•1:•u1t.1.ur1 _,·,...; tt.• i.i" .;.11iU.a1ly into 
l!'.icl d ...r,1bul: .• ree.1 ,1' jlJ Onr1.· nr c· r ·t to j ,nJ 10 CCSs. J.!<'v ·.1.c;u .. tion 
u:r -:ir •,;o,,; t , bl.l , .l , .. :1 ~el 1.J; vot.....; ~~iruc,r1w Troul ·-• .... 11:'z'Ol. tuni t..>' 
p,a1 .. ittotl. Ni:1th ~1·t•v: ,:;-L"r•·it:r ~n1~.1n.r. l ·..,.,Tr,;.:~1 tr1 °.:v1.cut'\t0 u1 to 
750 c:1:Juulti11o1 ln:ily t ·r~ !3,tl/:j.•~J .JJ Lh~ t ln;rc.ft uoi:,t~ t1li!} .;,0j11t; on 
t\..: n:Utrn run frc,i:! u. .m :>lY r.i:! :-i i.1,n , Thi 1 i.: ... thoJ i' i:..v· c;u::-1.tir,n 
.. ..:.v,1. "\l.;o DC tll pli•· n.blc to t~•-'t;Q1hl ,.L'l,~Y t:• •• ;ll ,lti 1,;.· r,tne;r tti.e.n 
i.i-·bm:nl;. 

; ,ldil''l.l .JU:'.), li~ .. 1.\,c •• 1:hurn : 'l'rnop.; \,t:rc tr1 b,.i <u'Od·ed 
until D I· 4 i .cL.i.;iv,., -..i't .. ,c .r.1 i cL 3" ~-,r11:: • • .-t;t'C Lr1 l>, r os: on::;i ,lo 
1· r provi.d.r:,11 1..•J.· th ~,.. .r tic:1..:. ;, 

' 

• 



- 16 -

.33. urclno.nce :::;t~res ·,yu· i;-, Uc.; c-ccived by both road and air , 
anJ arranc,;c, .. u, 1.::i .;,.;r .. 1<1:.lc f.Ji· •~i'.1u.1.r .. lo·.:ls t::, ..,t., f'o r~·,arlod to 
Divisi:;nc1l, ,..r .,/lr.;;tl .aid Infm.tr/, vr:ll% .. "1C\.: sub Par'.c~. ..ruoured. and 
L'1fontry Urclnanc0 Sul> Po.rl:s Wt.,_•,.; att~tche..l to their for::1ation s and 
·;1ert.; tv .:.UppL:;_0nt the.. tank 001.:.l l,i.T spc.1•c,3 

4
.>Q:;i tion. 

Vehicl0 - nJ C0n1;rollcJ 3t )r-J:; P::.rk, "-nJ Corp::; L--n..1. 1\.r1:iy Tr oops 
::,ub Park, were to:. 1;u ''st.e..-1:. ed. u./' lr0, .. thoir rear locationn by 18 

•So;it ~1bcr, 1nd !tl.AiJJUJll availu'ulu i's ;u..;.;; ,,e:r o tc 0~ .. .ooc prior to t he 
n._Jeration. 

FMSs •.1e1•0 locatt...-d at 161 J.•l·c fr,r issues. 

,..rranr;0faontz worr.; .. ,' ... ...: for delivery lJy cir of ur gen t d.eman1s 
ouch c.s w.T s;,,1:.1.rell , •,rirolco::. valVLJ , etc • 

.. ,, iu-1·w1g,.; 1l:1, t~ ·,:t.Jr•~ also n.'.l<lc for Jllily clear ance by Ordnanco 
V chicle cl tore:. C ,nv0y Unl t or' .-;i.tch :;tor<:;:; :.1.:; are receivoo i'r o11 t he; 
bs.::.e at vrdna.1cu t,ni ntc:.,-nnnce Cc .. 1p:>.r.y o.t ENG!IIDI J .34. 

34. 11 0 tc;.r:s ul' -,L·Jnn.ncc .:;torvz .. ere l:m-:'1.1.:d -!\t H;~Yiux in t hr ee 
bricks vf e.bc,ut 34 tr,n::, cac: -.,h., rt~e oi' tran..; ... 1-t imi.,.-:>sed. sone 
clcl_y in £,~ttinb tn\,.,o bricks tr, the 11 

.. .., .... -l!<ET" ar"'a, but i t v:as hoped 
t,. .:,,et o.t lca3t ,nc.: 1ric:!t into th.i.:; .;i.r -::. :,y D 1--.y. 

lEUE 

35. In su,.'r:'lll',Y, the; nr rcngc.:r:r.;nt3 i'·)r r~~ah· a.nd rc~.,vury ·,,-0re as 
f ,110\'IS: -

( o.) Rcpe..ir 

( i ) In thu v~,rl:,• !;ta..,t.::s :,c,t. : ; c ,.h...r, one Bri.gadc .rorkshop 
i.::.. tr, ,1,vv •. -i.tl. ;)~~h fc.,r:.".l.tion . 

( i i) C0,·tain r.- r,.ation vrol'k3hops "er.., tr:, L'C .~in r;n \mt:els , 
w1t1l::;"1. the n.llau.t, J,~1· .. ere tc, :)ta.y in thi.;ir existi ng 
lot: ~ti -•1:.. 

( b) Hoc,;v cry 

( i ) 

( ii) 

~: j'J c-,r J; .;c.s :.lllottL.l t\/O li!;ni; n:(; .v..,ry .;1Jci.ions 
f1r ·.; )rk .t ~J?s . ---
li•~J. q••~'-l't0J.' S .,1· 6 ~h,'<:OVul'J c.: .... pnny, ·,,f.l th lii ht l't.-'COVer y 

.t:·,c-ilitius, .. ·\: t;; 1J1. l.,;ri,1,cJ in t11e; ::.r I\ 01· d~EU" 
l! or. ,1uart\,1.•.; ;, . · Corp:-.. 

( iii) .t,11 "crock:-;11 •,,,J 
!'or·.r .1:'I ,., ,<: ,v, i:. 

t..., i.>v l'(;, , ,Vl,J 1 i'r Oi.l th•J :i:oo.d l'or V 
, ily, 

· ..$6. Th~ "hroo Cul' !!:.; D t·\d11.1t .. nt!.i ·.:lJi' pla'!,~l rn1,1,·r cr,1-v11'\11,l Guar1s 
;. r.:ioc.1r-::..l Di v L.u c,n 1'c,r c.lc ,l:;_;1 .. i.:n t u:; !'ollo.::.J: -

222 c,. ::J<Jt. ·hr.1..,:1 t -~ P'~,gr-.. 1.)llN 

215 c .. ).;t c.:hl,lt.-1\t ,..,a11;11EM 

~·14 c .. "lot~tc:lu .• c.'11 t NJ,1 ffiEi'f 

. •• /uther 

\ 
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Uthcr duto.c1J;iE.:nts ~·t•Jl'iJ ~.lso de JlOyC;:;~, 1.icving unlur Cor ps 
ord\-rs. 

37. Nvr .:ial i'acili tic.::; .1•.;ru plm-11i-..:d. 

38. Rear Hea·lqu;;..rt ers )·J Corps ·,7M:. to b J t:..,b.ulishc:i at B0URG 
LEuRJLD by 16 S wptt;: bvr • 

.. 
' 
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G-RUUPmG ,j\;J) viwER UF B1~TTLE 
<Ji:iisB..hTIUN "l.i ... 1..KET G;".RDEN" 

17 SE~ER 1944 

1'.PPENDIX 1 .. I 

'.I.\.J P, .RT I 

,.,.ddi ti ·,nal troopu un..lwr· coi ... 1and of forr.w.tions, within and 
operat ing with 30 Cor,23, f0r o,cration 111,lhfil<E'l' Gi...RDEt"V", w~ra ar: f ollows: -

( a) Guards J°Juour_,<J. Division 

( i ) Und~r Co:r.uand 

84- Med Regt .R... · 
198/73 .tl Tk 3ty Rn 
Det 4 svy Regt RA· 
11 Fd Coy :i:1E 
Part 128 .,r Cr,y ,, 
Reece Purtivs 16 ,.lrfd Constr Gp" 
Reece P~rties 5.J57 n.irfd C -nstr Hing" 

( ii) Under Co!'1l .. :ml for HOVwl,tent 

Ele:.1ent~ 100 i'-'• :Sdc (.i .. /1'.'.l'B role on R 1,ic,iiL) 
Reece Party -j 1)0 ~"... BJo 

( b) 4-3 Divi:sir-n 

(•i ) Un1.L.:i: Cm,i.~.anJ 

8 ~~rr.1J Bde (. leas ,,ne ;..r,.d l:kgt) 
Royal Noth0rland:J 13t.1c 
147 FJ Regt .i.ti .. ( les,3 one bty) 
One Pl 210 Fd ~oy RE 
64 klc:.·d aeet IV .. 
4 19/52 Hy Bty s/..A 
Bty 4 Sr:y aegt R,.'. 

( i i ) Uncl.L.r C 01.J-1a11d for ,,i:vvenent 

HQ 128 I:lr Coy end ~.1art Br Coln 
30 Cori,)s Tps RE ( lor,G 11 Fd Coy HE t.nd one Pl 210 Fd 

Coy RE) 
7 Aruy T J..)S .1."IB 
23 !Jech Eqpt :Pl 
Elements ·16 LirfJ Cc,n,1tr Gp 
Blor.1ents 5357 , .irfd Con str ~hn i.:; 

Undar C 0,,1. 1S.11u 

86 Pd Regt R.i. ( le:S:-, ·,nc Bty) 
7 iie<.l Regt R,~ 
Bty 4- :Jvy B.ogt 1Ll 
195/73 c.nd 196/73 ,-,_ Tk Bty H.,l 

( d) 101 US ui:tborn1.: Division 

( i ) 15/19 II, vr1. th undt:.i:· co: J.mn:1 c,n~ sqn HIJYJ,J,S and. one bty 
86 Fd .11cgt ~L' .. , c:~,<.; un·for co.~nanct 506 RCT on a.r r i v l' l 
in EINDHUVE!' ar t.:a. 

. . • /( ii) 44- RTR 



' 

- 19 -

( ii) 44 RTil , ·.,i th unu..:r COIJ 1ru1l .Jl"IC .;qn RUY.J..-S F..."ld one bty 
t.. RH.i,, riru .. c undvr coi.: .. an..l 501 i:lCT on arrival in 
VECHEL area. 
:Jet 27 L.i.k Re:::t l$ un:l.:.r c;or:.mand 44 RT.i.1 .t'or ,novel!lent . 

( c) 82 US ~~ir .;~rne lJivisi,m 

SRY, • .. :i.th un,Lt' co· d, ... '1J. on\;; ..;qn RvY...L.::i anl -,ne bt:,, 147 Fu. 
R~gt n n , in .;up_)Ort c,f 82 US .•. frborne ::>i-v ,_m :i.n:·iv ... l O..L'ea 
GR.u.VE. 
:;)et 27 L: ... ·• Regt un;; ~r CO, 1:!Md SRY for l':!.OV<:;J.:(;Ji t . 

• 

• 
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APPENDIX II C11 

TO PART I 

RA GDS AR:,!D DIV TASK TABLE 

ISSUED Ilf (X)NJUNCTIO;: ~'/ITH FIRE PLAi'i Tfu~CI:.S FOR 
OPERATION 11GJUIDEN11 

ZONE 1 A1 times comes into force 0300 hrs 17 Se~ 41+ ( 1200 hrs 
G1.~ = 1300A hrs = 1400B hrs-j 

1 . Fd li:rty Rolling Barrage 

(a) Units taki!:!B :eart 

(ii Opening Line 74 and 124Fd Regt~ 
( .. Line b 94- and 112 Fd Regts 

(':-~ 111. Line o 147 and 179 Fd Regts 

(b ) Co- ords 
E N Ht 

1~. 437605 499255 35 m 
B. 436402 499799 35 m 
c. 4.39ll5 502575 30 m 
D. 437922 503135 30 m 

( c) Timings 
74 Ftl 121;. ?d 94 Fd 112 Fd 179 Fd 14-7 Fd 

J.iinus 3 - 0 a £'. b Di C C 

0 - 1 d d b b C C 

1 - ' d d C C C . c 4. 

2 - 3 d d C u f' f 

5 - Li- g g C e f f 

4 - 5 g g h_ h f f 

5 - 6 g g h h i i 

6 - 7 j j h h i i 

7 - 8 j j k k i i 

8 - 9 j j k k 1 1 

9 - 10 n m k k 1 1 

10 - 11 m m n n 1 1 

11 - 12 m 1:1 n n 0 0 

12 - 13 'P p n n 0 0 

13 - 11;- p p q q· 0 0 

14 - 15 p p q q r r 

15 - 16 G s q q r r 

16 - 17 ::; ::, t t r r 
17 - 18 s s t t u u 

I 18 - 19 u u t t u u 

19 - 20 u u u u u u 

( d) Rate::; HOrJ.lA.L tlu'uu17,hou t . 

(c) Ji.r.ui. HE:• 

( f ) Rutco of i~dv ~00 yds in one min 

. . . . . 
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(g) Trace issued ir. conjunction with Ri Gds i.rmd Div To.sk Tables 
dated 16 Sep 44 is shov:n as 11,·~nncxurc 11 l to this Appendix. 

iicd l.rt;r Rolli!]~ Barrasi;c 

( n.) 

(b) 

(c) 

( d) 

( c ) 

(f ) 

Units to.ki1~ Enrt 

(il Opening Line 84 -~~c_d ~ogt _ 
c · Line bb 7 :Jed Rcgt 

(i~~ Lill<.' cc 64 1.icd Rcgt .. 

co- ords 
l!! rr Ht 

\7, 439110 503149 30 m -· . ---
x. 4-38349 5<'3515 30 m 
Y, 411-0629 506470 25 r.i 

z. 439863 50683.5 25 m 

Tir.inr,o 
84 :~cd 7 :.!cd 641.{cd 

J:inuo 10 - ;:iuu..; 9 nc. bb - cc 
:.linus 9 - ::inus 8 dd bb er. 

1'.{inu:.. 8 - !iinu.s 7 a.a. Cu co 
1:inuo 7 - .:ir.us 6 dd cc ff 

~.~irrus 6 - : :.i.!..US 5 g.:; C:C ff 

=~il!U.3 5 - ::iruo l~ gg hh ff 

:,tinl3 Jf- - .:inus 3. gg hh i i 
:.!inus 3 - ::ir.us 2 jj hh ii 

.. ~inus 2 - :rinus l jj kk ii 
~;inus l 0 jj kk 11 

0 - 1 rrT.1 kk 11 

l - ~ nn nn 11 

2 - 3 1:-,m nn 00 

3 - 4· PP nn 00 

4 - 5 PP qq 00 

.5 - 6 PP qq rr 
6 - 7 SS qq rr 

7 - 8 SS tt rr 

8 - 9 SS tt uu 

9 - 10 uu tt uu 

Rat 1..;s HO.H! ~·J., 

.:1rm. HE 

(i) On cor .. pll.!tion cf this Barro.go ncgt::i ,!ill rclo.y thuir 
~~ns r'.3 l 'ollO'.IS: -

84 :i icd R(..6 t - Opcnine Line \ 

7 ;~cd Pl.gt - Lin~ bb 
64 ]Tell R~et - Lino oc 

( i i ) 1 t r.:n.y be ncC'c::oary t o fire the ·11hol..; bra.---i· ::\gc nt1 .'.\in . 
In thi2 c-':..;c the 1'01lm1inr 01· l,•ru \,rj.J l be: ·iv,·n by 
iI<J It Gds Armu Div to 64 : :cd Ii.c••t Gl !"lnll 84 1,:ccl R.e;gt 

11Fir ... Rolling Bnrrnc..:: '\t , ••• , • • • hrs11
• 
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(g) Trace issued in conjunction 7,i th RA Gds Arncl Div Task Te.blc:3 
do.ted 16 Sep 44 is shmm O.Z- .AnncJb.lrc 1 to this -..i.ppcndix . 

3. 

Ser 
ial 

TD.IED CONCS 

Unit 

1 • . 86 Pd 

2 . 151 Fd 

3. 86 Fd 

4. 151 Fd 

5. 86 Fd 

6. 151 Pd 

7. ~o Fd one .Bty 

8. 90 Fd One Dty 
I 

9. 90 Fd One Bty 

10, · Bcleio.n A:J:ty 

11. Bclgic.n Arty 

12. Dutch i..:ci;-J 

13. 419 Hy Bty 

Tgt 

2801 

2613 

2802 

2814 

2803 

2815 

2804 

2805 

2806 

2807 

· 2808 

2809 

2810 

14. 165 Hy ii.A Rcgt one Bty 2811 

15. 165 Uy ii.A.Rest One Bty 2812 

16. 165 Hy J...A Regt On1.: Tp 
on co.eh 

4. Cones on Cull 

2821 ( 
2822 ( 

Time 
from to 

0 5 

O 5 

5 10 

5 10 

10 15 

10 15 

0 15 

0 15 

0 15 

0 15 

0 15 

0 15 

J 15 

Rutc 

NOR?,!11.L 

II 

II 

If 

tl 

II 

II 

It 

II 

tl 

fJ 

,, 

RAPID 

0 15 3 rpgpm 

Q 15 II 

O 15 If 

To b<.; ·;1orkccl, out by cill 'Ltys o.blc to reach • -

2816 
2817 
2818 
2819 
2820 
2821 
2822 

Rcrr.arks 

1iE 

II 

11 

11 

tl 

" 
'II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

It 

II 

II Airburst 

II tl 

II II 

"Ul rcgts , \/hcthc:;r 1'irirv~ in the b:u-rrl.f~"s or n0t , \/ill work 
out J,J.;L cones . 
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5. LIST OF CO-ORDS 

'i'gt Ho. :c:. rr. Ht. (r'!) Rcnarks 
2801. 438950 502150 V 30 

1,.37950 501800 30 
2802 4-38800 5034-50 30 

438370 502500 30 
2803 439450 502850 30 

4-38850 503750 30 
2804 437100 503300 35 

4-36650 503580 .35 -2805 l,.,36150 501350 35 
435960 501750 35 

2806 l~35510 501200 35 
435220 501640 35 

2807 1+42050 501000 30 OJNC (:'!'{OT on Tro.cc) 

2808 442200 500000 35 CONC (NOT on Trace) 

2009 4-31700 501440 40 STON1< 16C0 
(~ on Trace) 

2810 41.J.500 508200 25 
~dll 440350 5C6980 25 
2812 437370 506234 25 

2813 438750 1~99900 35 
4-38600 501250 35 

2814 439000 500750 35 
439000 502150 35 

2815 440600 502560 .35 
439250 502200 35 

4:-816 4¥)000 508300 25 
2a17 4418CO 509!~50 25 
2818 4#300C 508000 25 (NOT 01. Trace) 

2819 1+4-9800 510900 25 ( NOT on Trncl!) 

21320 41+2800 513030 25 ( HOT on Truc1.:) 

2821 4715200 5052.50 .30 OJNC (NOT on Trace)_ 

?822 4-33350 504230 _;o C03C ('~0T on trace) 

2823 442200 5106<..o 25 OONC ( 1~vi on ':'r 1ce;) 

2824 1+40500 51~00 25 COllC (:·YCT on ,Trace) 

:::&25 4-38800 5152,0 30 co;,rc (MC~ on Truce) 

2(26 4-37200 514-300 .30 COHC (MOT ,'.)n Trt\CC ) 

.i827 434200 511650 25 CXlHC (NOT on Truce) 

(Signed) ''-'w.XX.X.JCO.XXX:{X 

B. L. A. ivl:...jor R. A. 
16 Sep 4'+ n. ·:.n.,i., Gdn ltrr.:d Div. 
11.30 B hrs 
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P.E ASPECT OF' OPERATION "G/\JIDEN" 

1i.P:r ENDIX ' D 1 

TO PART I 

1. The prol·lem f' cin£ tho CE in the 11GARDi•JIT" Opcru.tion was 
entirely one or bricgiJ:g , ;::,~1.rt from the four major obstacles of 
the MEOSE, ~.['}USE -· •;;;.._·,r, Cari·.1.l, ,,: t.L ~d N.EDER RLm thero were, a t lon.st , 
two sizeable wn.tcr ob.Jt ,clcs bd'QrL~ ~he I,'.EUSE vus ri::oched, no.mely, the 
WII.REU.ITNA Cflnrll and th,~ r,;·TTD :·:11.I..i•'!IIB V1'..RT Cnnnl. 

PUNNING 

2. ( o.) !..l thou,sb th:: '.irbornc forc eg Yrore being dropped v:i th the 
objvct of ~,pturint tl,c bridges intact , engineer p l 3.nning had 
to bu baucd on the ,,,o;:~t 0~1.sos whcr-.: ~11 ohstn.cles vould have 
to bt! bridfcd. 

(b) Anothoi:· facto" in .,?lr.tnning \':'ts thnt ~lthough the bridges might 
be blo,·.n, the :drborno forc\,S might be in p".>ssossion of the 
sites · nd rout..:s in between, $0 that "·ork could be carried out 
on n l l bridgco simultn.ncously if r~ts Y:cro utrnd to ferry 
bridgin~ '-ouipmcnt forward. · 

ORGANISATION AND CONTROL 

,3. In o:rd.cr to ·ioct Jwl".;c co11,·1itmcnti.; , a large onginocr force 
v.-as as::;cmbled ~t BOURG LE<' )J.D undci· th.., Corps C!hiof Entinccr, their 
contr ol being dcccntrr·lisc~t through CsAGRE who \'!err; pl•,cod under cor.orond 
of Corps for th t pur:vo::.c . 'i'hi:J involvud : -

( a) three CsAGRE, 

(b) t\·;o foriO'•tions of ,\rrny Troops Engineers, 

( c) two farm' tions Gff0 Troo}IG Engir.ucr::. , 

( d) two fornn tiom, Cm'l.lditm 1\ rnry '~roopr. ~ngi.no.:ir.1, 

( o) t\·.:o H.ccho.nic"l E -:ui p1r.~nt 1 lti.toons . · 

The ::-.bovc WM! , o1' com·~", in a.uultion to Corps Troop:1 , 'Civisional 
Engineers, and the Corp;, 1.:cchir .. ic:11 £ 1uipr.icnt f-'l .1.toon, The Division'\l 
Engineers ,,;ere to be pl. ccd unncr c·ou,mand <;::;ACRE, a3 r '<'uirod, according to 
tho c:.rcumstanrv-:-.. Tn nll, thcr1. , ... ,d ,. total of '\bout 9 , 000 Royal 
Enginoers :md Pion1.urs, not countin· thr.; .• irf'iuld ron::.truction Units . 

l,.. Nearly th( '.'!hol., r,..:$Ourc, . .:; of th..: , :ni-y Group r.ridg<:. Column 
'.:ere ~uscmblucl at BOURG L.COPOI.D unJ.ur their CPJ1.. iC ,:·i th four Bridge 
Company HQs. 

5. Thi::: rurount of bridgin~ nuu'i..p1 .vnt on ·.:hocls ·; . ..; sufficient to 
provide bh.dgc:) ':>V(;r the initi:.l oh;.;t'•ch:s , bridgur; and r1•~ts over the 
}~USE - V/.,\AL Cnn:u , Clo.,.., Support R·n·ts over the V.k.L nu ~:EDER P.IJN 
and •i Cl•· ::.s 9 Bri(lr~u o.,·..,r NEDER RI.Jl! . 

6. In o..dcli. t:..0 .. 1, ·• l" ·g\~ -u~O\Ult of bridging uquj )T·.Cl1t , about 
2 , 000 lorry lo-'l.d.3 , r,as brought to B()llHC LEO.POW ar.tl thuq vd. This v'\s 
s ufficient to proviiw ,:vuntu:\ll:') thr'"'" b.:iclg .. crocd .. nr,., ov, r each major 
bbsto.c:}.e , either on 

0
')ontoomor '!.mr~c.c, :md to refill -'1..1.l the bridging 

vehiclc.s . 
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RE CORPS PLA.\l 

7. 11/ith the knowl ,xlge th.<tt this bridging was at BOURG LEOPOLD 
and could be c'\llod f'or1v~d on priority, no bridging was put in to the 
order of march _,xccp t a snull 1.rnount under th0 dircc t coJ'ia"!111nd of the 
Guards , . .rmourcd Division ; this wo.s sufficient t o bridgo small 
obstacles on the route -md to provide Assault Boats ~nd Raft s to get 
the l eading troops n.nu t~s over the rn.a.jor obs t nclc3 should the bridges 
be blovm, but hc:ld by our own /,irborno Troops. 

BRIDGING COLU1!NS 

8. Plans •:;ere, thor"forc, rr.o.dv to form pr c- ':l.r ra.ngcd columns to 
meet vnriom contingcncicG of~ mnjor bridging com~it ment . These 
columns were [ivcn code- names ond convoy serial nur.,bcrs so t hat they 
could be callect for\'1c..rd. by the Traffi c Control orgn.nis"..tion when requireel.. 
The columns so constituted \'.•er e , roughly, n.s follovrs : -

( c.) Colurms to provide bridges nnd r ri.ftn over each obsto.clc 
on the '\SSUJ,ption tho.t all bridges were blo,-m but held 
by O'!;r troops, ~.na th"l.t bridging over ea.eh obstacle would 
to.lee }-J."..CC 'l.t the sru ,v ti1;1c. 

( b) Colur.,n~ to provide tr.c !'ull ~co.l e of r :-\fts and bridges 
for intlivid1l:ll obst : .. c l es should -my on<:. be blown and held 
by our ov,,-, troop3. 

( c) Colur.J13 to 1-rovidc "lssaul t equiptr.cnt nnd initifll bridging 
·md r ~ts for oA.ch individual obst,.._cle should i t be held 
by the enemy. 

( a) Columns to r,rovide dupl ic·,to bridgoc over en.eh riv<.:r should 
th1;; c:d3 til.1l, bridgo bl.: int: et. 

( e) A colunn to $:.O r-icht throuph p· :.;t ARNIJE?{ to provide 
cquipmont t o for11 ·tn oppos()d bridf.;eho"ld over the IJSSEL. 

9. Ee.eh colur1n included the correct number of RE Uni to nnd 
for mations to carry out thu t:1.sk, which h.'\<l bovn pln..."ll'1vd :md s t udied by 
them. In all, twenty u.iffcrc.n t colur.mo were plnnnoc1 nna. dct'1.il3 
worked out. Of thu::iv colur.mc, four were lw,mt u"\lly called forw·..i.rd, 
~xnctly o.a pl'\l'Ulcd md th ... sy:.;tcm worked very vmll. Subsequent 
bridging w::1s c alll,d up "-:J r uquircd un m 11 0.d hoe " bo.sis . 
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APPEND.I.X I EI 
°T:"PART I 

,Qg J" COHZS SIGN.i..L WSTRUCTION N0. 12 

fu_~~d_i_!l con.iunc'~ icn • .. ith 30 Corps Or Instr No. 24- -

')pcr at~ 11GA.RDEN 11 ) 

Ilffi10R\IAT I ON . 

Il'f.rENT ION 

4-. To provide ccmns for or,er ]tic:n ?.tARKET- GARDE.N • 

.. :E1£HCD 

- -- ~ .. 

5. Normal Corp::; caons ',Ji.ll be m.!intaim.d .:t,; shown o.t Arml.}xu1~e 
1. 15/19 H v:111 keep set on Corps ...iecoridnxy Het until they pass 
to comd 506 RCT. 

6. Special corir,s for 1Lwm•r '1f: f'oJ.lrYts ( nee 3:i.n.grarns l\t 
:~nnexures 2 and 3) • 

~-

(i) Two links , -~9 nnc. .~11, b::t .. e ..... n j'nin Second .:.ri!iY - 3C 
Corps - Br ."drborne Corps in UK. Thesfl cro alr eady 
est'\blishod. When comns }~'lvo bc.:.11 esteblish,•d ·;.i. th 
Ai rbo:n11:1 C ,ri-,~ ai't r :i8; hr- - cropro.:l, ccmns ,:ill h"" 
mairrtainc~ m~ .rhichc-1,Jr cf -~9 er .,,.11 i.· the be·tter. 

( ii) One link (c5) .30 Cor,,s - Br :1irborr.l'} C::r:r::;. -· 1n1 US / 
,irborn~ Di v -- 1,:ain SecN,d _my - 'l' ·.c Sccnm1 ,!.Trrif . 

T·:.•o British o_ cr'1.tcrs r.i::vc born ~tt'lchca to 101 US 
:drborno I'i v to vrc-rk on C5. 

( iii) One :'..ink (C[1) •• :· in s,··cmi _ ,r,:zy - T· c Socond lll,ey - 3<' 
Corps - Dl' ... irbc-·n..: Corps ., 

(i v) 101 US : .iI-l">rrl"le ~ h i:..; S• ntlinr: -.X' E 30 Corp::. 0110 . • ~•\ 

193 ·.fi th US C'!, .rtors +,o ·. ·or:-: on Clb to t·hc :.irbornc Liv 
Guard s..:,ts of' 101 U~ ,irbo:.•n._, Div, 82 u~· ·.irbcrr.c Liv 
o..nd l Dr Ail·iJcr11,._ riv in turn. T·:,c TJS '>pcr~toi·s ~-, 
bcinc; sc11t tc- l~S ,. .. nnr! Di v ~ri • :ork on CJJ,. '\. set to be 
provic.10J by G<1s ;.rmll J'iv ( :J :l1.. ,nhk 2) . 

(v) 1n1 U~ ;,irbcrnc Liv i: 1 rr-vi li1,e· ; so .. ,. . 300 (F".r.i sctz), 
t;"lCh wi 1;h t',10 01 r"..trr:., to ·:,c-rk bct·.,ccn fun clts of 
Gds .,,1,nd J•iv nnu. fwd .. 1 fo lL<l U~:: :·,i1·bcrn,:;; N. ,. • Tho 
op1.;I"\tcr s ,!ill ccmo crrn.,:.ctc '.;i i::h all n1.;c essr.r.r C('11e 
detail::; . 

(vi) riv .".rty G:p. 3 No,19 :..fotf; •md 1 Cun 9 ..,(.;t (}f'\Ch v:ith 
us Cp(;l'!ltor:=i .::i.11 \tnr)c n Di v ::.rty Gp f'rc cru Gas .'.nnd 
Div t o ,1.i'Or.s ·,1ith 111 d ~'.1,gts ' i' Gc1s ,·.l1n<l f1iv . i!'irc contrc-1 
sets ft·on i-..ir11c-1.·r:.J • iv:3 ·.:i ll 001 .. 0 up en the gp ·is re4.uir0<1. 

( vii) Mc(l :.rty G·r• N~. Mcd R-..c:t 1::ill h-w,, ouc set fo'!: ·:hich 
o. US opcr-·tor i!' h~j llt~ ~r-c--vi ll 'l• t" \/hi.eh t ' i'l.•~ co1,trcl S{>ts 
of £d1·bcrnc Div~ , ill ./r rk -.n ri':(Dtil.·r.ct . 

I t - I .• ,1_:L 
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( viii) One 76 Set with crew will move with Tu\ & ~uG Br ,'.irbornc 
Cor ps t o r1ork on 06 t o Rear Br ,Lirborne Ccrps in UK. This 
sot will be ·.-;i th Rear 30 Cor p s until Ai rbcrne Ccrps 
seaborne t ail j oins Mo.in Ai rborne Corps IIQ. 

( ix) ;..s soon as seaborne tail of Br ~-irborne Cor ps HQ joins 
Br :.irborne Corps HQ, a •:me- to - one link will be establi shed 
be tween Rem- 30 Corps and Br Airborne Corps. Second Army 
i s providing the set a.t Rear 3r Corps. Details of freq 
o.nd linksign will follow. 

Frcouenci es . 

7. ( i ) For det ailed freq ollotr.lent see .Annexuro 5. 

( ii) Fr eq l i s ts will be in use i.11 Second ;.rmy as follows :-

8 , Codes, 

3() Corps 
8 Corps 

12 Corps 
Cds .:.rmd Di v 
11 ;,rma Di v 

7 i,rmd Div 
5': (N) Div 
4-3 Div 
15 (S) Div 
53 Div 

3 Br Div 
4 1,nnd Bdc 
8 /.nna Bde 

( a) General , 

Corps Li st;.. 
II B 
II C 

J,md .Div Li st i~ 
II :a 
II C 

Inf' Div List l\. 
II D 
II B' 
II C 
II B 

Indep Bde Li st C 
II A 

,.irbornc fmns hold only :,irborne Code keys and therefore 
gr ound ftnns cor=mru.nica t i ng wit h 1irbornc i'mns •:till o.lweys 
use a irborne keys. 

(b) Code Signs. 

Rov, Regi ster s of .,..ir borne fmns have .:urca<zy been di stri bute::!. 
Code si gns f 0r use on spoci nl links ~c detai led by 
scqµcncc and r ow nwab er wi t h a· s chedule of wireless nets 
nt Anncxure 5. C"p i e s of a special 1,irborne Code Sign 
Extract are attnched at Anncxure 6 (not included) . Grcund 
:fnms must r eali se th11t 1 irborne fr.ms kno\/ on:Ly the code 
s i gns of Airborne !mns and do not undcr s t :ind Second l,ney 
code s i gns. When making conto.ct on Gue.rd Vfavcs or using 
RT codes, i f i t i s ne cessary to indic~t c the names of 
ground funs th1.;y must, contrary to normal pr acti ce, b e 
encoded in SLIDEX. 

It i s i mportant thut the use of SLIDEX to conceal the 
nemcs of fmns i s r educed to the mi ni mum, 

(c) SLIDEX & W..FL,\Y. 

idrbornc Tps SLIDEX and MLPLflY keys h-we ~rcaay been 
d i stributed '\nd keys for r urther poriocls follow. These 
SLIDEX keys will be used Yti th normal Br ,1rmy SLIDEX cards 
for comn to Dr ,:'.irborne fmns dovm to :md incl Di v l e.'Vel 
of .Airborne films . When using SLIDEX to US .,irbornc Divs , 
i,i rborne Tps SLIDEX keys will b e used v.-i th ;unerican 
SLIDEX cnrds. 

, •• (d)/.,,uthonticntion 

-
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( a) 

CI3IBR. 
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Au thontica t i on. 

For ~he pu:t"J:)o3e of mrucing ccntac t on Di v or Corps Gu ard 
Haves or for ~thcnti c ~ti on on the ccrnns t o be set ur­
b c tween .srcund and :.i rborne f'mns, Combined Authentication 
Syster.i CCBP. ')122, Sc:.r i a.J. _\6 , vn.11 be used ,1i th the shoet 
for the dcy concu::-nod, The first me thcd of' authenticati on 
detai led i n CCiff'. 0122 ·,:ill b e used. ,·.irbcrne fmns will 
undcr ste.nd no other 1n1;;'lns c-l' authent icati on, 

9. The f'ollowing C'ne .L':i.Me P~c-: l inks wi ll "b.::: h~l d . 

(i)· Ni nc- wo,v Hclc.'-r Out T~~ble Fn.d Number 

Spr.re o.t Second :,nrcr 
t,:ain Second ;.Z'!lY 
~Jain :.i.cbornc Corps 
:i,iain 21 i,rrrv Gp 
GJ3 iLli.~d ];i V 

43 (,i) Div 
T· c Scconcl ..r :ff 
Sp~r c ~t 30 C02vs 
1 ::tin Y Corps 

20'+ 
205 
2::)6 
20 7 
208 
209 
210 
211 
123 

( ii) Three - ·."'.\" 

!Sccona ,.n~w 13 
+ 30 Coros l/¼-

101 US ;drbcrne Di v 15 

(3v Corpa 
(Second .~riey 
(1 i.irbornc Di v 

+ Sc.cond ~,r;:ry •.;c ( Suc ond ;~ l 30 Cor lJb lies (30 Corps 

82 US :,irborne Div f ellow (52 (L) Div 

!30 Corps 
Second . . r.ny 
:,,.tin .'.irborno Corps 

!Gds ,LIT.ld Div 
+ 82 US .:.irborn .... Div 

Spo.re l'\t 30 Corps 

371 
372 
373 

( Gt1s .imn<l P i v 
+(101 JS ;,irborn•J Di v 

(S?nrc ~t 30 Corps 

33 !G,1s J,.r.nd Div 
34 + 1 .Br ;J.rbc-rnc Di·r 
35 Bpnrc ;'.t 30 Corps 

368 
.369 
570 

367 
383 
384 

36 
37 
38 

30 
31 
32 

Po.ds n:'lrkea 1 .,. 1 ::ire 11J,cttc.::r I>"l.c1s " for Y:h ich i nstrs t o use 
havo b1.,cn i ssu ed throuf~h ciohc.r channels . 

(iii) Special . .irbon,c Double Tr-msposition Oi ph. r h"ls b een 
distri but~<.1 do':m to nnd i ncl ::Bdc l .;v<3l for u so in the. \3VOnt 
of l nter "ll ci pher crr.m -.·,i. th Br .ii rbornc fmns b ei n g :ruquired . 
Di stributi or. within Br :,il·born.:: i'mns i s "1.S fellows : -

( iv) 

(v) 

H~ Br .',irbc:cnc Ccrps (t.,"'!i:r., Reru- .'.lnr1 ;,.r.'CT~) 
Hr 1 a', irborno.. Div '..m,1 a.11 bcles . 
H'.' 52(L) Div ·m 1 ·J.l bdcs 
ill' l .Polish Inc1cr, .Ear " Dtlc 

It i s hope.] to n:uvi lr l,f2O9e (US cirher !,Jnchino) for 30 
Co:.cps , G<l:; .1"!::J Liv, :? :crrnr-, .rmy am1 q.J (,1) :Civ in c '.:'..SC 

th ... US f orces use this . Ius1.~·, vdll b:; i ssuc..d t hrC'ugh 
c i ph 0i· chl'\nnels . 

R•::"X E Br .. i rbnrnc C0rps i n UK •.vill cnut iriu~ tc or,ct·ut~ 
the um1nl C:n~ps cir,h.,·rs ·•.11' ,.:, t::s.•-~1.;s for cl,1-u·c11ce in 

• •• /UK 
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UK shruld be routjJ to then. It i s particul:rrly 
i mport<.1nt t lut thl., oorr1.:c1: code sien i s ~sod. 

10 . Zone _·. ti1.1c c.;oncs into .force •)300 17 Se:r, l;..'..;.. 

11. H hour i s 171400 .. . 

i2 . .,CK. 

Ti r.:e of Si gn'.l.tun~ • •. :J.~0555 . . . 

~.!ethod of issue • • .lJ~sl. )~(1 ."' : L. S . 

-~· 

(Si~nca) X X X X X 

Drigadi er 
Ch:l.1::.f S i i:,11o.l Officer 

30 Corps 
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GA1i:D£tf MlllN H ~ 30 CORP~ W /T COMNS 1b AT 0£'.)0 h,~ 1 b s ... " 44 

,.3 OIY 5:, !)IV G~A~ ~1>' 
IS/l!}N. 

50 01-.' 

GD..5 IIRMO 01'/ 

C.-£ Ri!..C.C.£. 

<OftP:J TP:. 
RE 

7 AilMY TP:> Rf. 

11 AG-It£ 

2b8 Fo.s 

2b5 F.D5 

4- Sl>R.Vty ~ 

100 AA.50C <ii 
CC. R.A 

"i:C.C.t: 

Rt:AR HQ, 30 (O\ZP::> W/J (OMN~ 
A!> AT ~~ 4-+ 

43 Dtv' 

so DIV 

-,.!)!) ~ft• I(' 0 1\ 

8 ARMO !>DE 

lbO f MC 

l'<f. THtRLANDS 
elOf 

2 88 C.O'f 
R.A::>C. 

C.RA.,,.._ 
Co RP!> ,-P!> 

AOM 

~ T 

® 

L 

MAIN HQ 

l JO CORPS 
l ..___ ____ _ 

12 C.OR.P'., 

/'2 COltP:, 

'4~T 

INTt R.C. f.PT 

21st 
'---1------ l(I)(.. U~ COFtP~ 

KEY 

.; p:, ,\t(l'U 

01\ 

SODIV 

SO INfTP.:, 
'Wj::,t,<'.~ 

,3() CD~ P~ 
r~ w/~~ 
8ARMC> 

t"DI! W/~ HOF-:, 
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MAIN s.t:.::uND ARMY HQ 30 CCR.Po 

@ f. b/31 

'// 

Lf~ENO 

Al R.50Rl'IE CORPS 
lr-t U.k'. 

-============== ===:c-========== 
0 U.5 5€.T.5 

0 BRITfSH !:>ET5 

ANNE'llUR.t:. _3 t., 

APP£NDPI 't lt. P.,..-d l'~ARl(f. i 'M T COMN~ - AfTtR AIRBORNE CORPS HQ HAD LANDED 

I e,R.1T1'.:>t1 •)IRSus:tril ~ f 18 / 1 
Ol\ 'y/ 

\ 

132 U::> A1r;:.8 0RN£. ~e,o/&e 
DI\" y 

101 IJ~ ,:\Ht80~E ~H lv/51 
OJV y 

GD~ .~KMD 

DIV 
('2 u :, DP£RArOR~) 

I 0 1 U ~ AIR.SORN £. DIV 

DIV 
bUAltO 
5£.T.:::, 

F 15/15 

2420 

/ 

/ 
/ 

HQ. 

F1s/10 

/ 
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W/T COMN5 - 5PtClAL R. A 

JI.I-El) Al< f Y 

NE I 

i\ l "')l> 

I 
I 

{ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

d)5 OPf'-'.ATOR) ® 

101 U!:> A\RP>ORtit 

M-.1 Y ---i:>Mn 

84 t-,£.D R£GT 

I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 

L 20/70 f_ 20/90 
(u.-:> UPfR..AfO R) 

F O o\ ~l>i 
OIV AKf'I 
R:f. GT.S 

DIV ARTY NE. I 

CR.A GD.5 AR.MD I'll\ 
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.d.NNEXOR.E 5 t o CS0 30 Corps 
Si g Instr No. 12 

Net 
No. 
05 

06 

08 

Cl0 

CL4-

.u.9 

l..11 

Desi gnation of' Net Fr eq 
Br Air borne Cor ps RL l 2420 

Supply link 1 day 4595 
night .5085 

.Bl' ,-irborrw Corpa iil2 3435 

Corps Guard iiave 4100 

Div Guard .. we 4050 

Second ... rr:.y ill( lir,k 1 4790 
2900 

Soc;•,nd .ul'li\Y UK link 2 446o 
1980 

l.iv ..... rty Net 4160 

1ied J..rty Net . 4J.30 

Control St a 
Main 30 Corps 

Time of 
Open ing 

H - 1 hr 

Ma.in Br J.', i rborne H hcur 
Cc•L'pS 

1:0.in Secc-nd J·.:t'JT\y· H - 1 hr 

.ANNEXURE 5 to.APPENDIX ' E ' 
Part I. 

0uts t as Remarks 
}fain Br Ji.ir bot'ne Cor ps 
:i.iain Second i..rr.ry 
101 US .,i.ir borne Div 
T nc Second .n.I'li'\Y 

Rear .Br 1,.ir bornc Corps 
1 .r.irbornc Div 
1. & ~.!G Br .b.irborne Corps 
, '.:d n .1--ir bor ne Corps 
1:uin 30 Corps 
Tnc sec~nd ,,my listcnjng 

Sequence & Row Nuriber s. 

Fl5 RG9 
F4 Il72 
Fl5 Rl5 
F4 R72 + ,.ff:Lx 5 
F'l5 R.t7 

Fl5 
Fl5 
E6 
Fl5 

to follm: 
d. 71+ 

RlO 
R53 
RlO + 4-~ff'ix 5 
R14 

}.iti.ir. 30 Corps H - l hr 1 3r ;,.irborne Div 

as required Fl5 

Fl8 
Bl0 
HlO 
E9 

ri.1 
R68 82 US J ... irborne Div 

101 US .~irborn c Di v 
Gds 1~rr:rl Div 

J,.ai:-. Second .n.rcy in l fo.in 30 Corps 
opc:rdi::m Br J.~irborne Corps ( UK) 

1,:c.i..11 Socc,nd r.rr.w in Br Ji.irborne Corps ( UK) 
opcra.t ion }.iain 30 Corps. 

CR;~ Gds ,.:rmi Div H hour 3 F(X)s (J,.irbornc) 

84 :Med Regt H hour 

HQ 101 US ..u.irbor ne Di v Fd Arty 
HQ 82 US J~irbome Div Fd , ... r t y 

Set wit h fwd t ps 101 US ~ir-
borne Div 

Set with f wd t ps 82 US ~ .. i r­
borne Div 

E6 
Fl 5 
E4 
E6 
E20 
E20 
E20 
lilO 
Bl0 

HlO 

BlO 

R51 
Rll 
R31 
R5 
R.3 2 
R31 
R66 
R70 
R90 
Rl9 
R53 

R30 

R48 
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:t. .. L H_T ____ I! 

GENERAL SITU;,'.C,:ON qI::__:50 GO}..J.E_E.1~01'\lT 17 SEETfilffiER l,2U., 

DISPOSITION i'JID :ENJ;:I1IT dZ@_Ij.'! 

1 . (a) Dispositions 

The dispositions ol.' 30 00:cp.:; }_..\Ci or to aper.:. t:i.on 11M!:RKE'l1 

GARTIEN " on 17 Scptemhe :r· a:cc s!1ovm ,<>. t hppenuix 1i.1 1 to 
Part I. 

(b) Enell1Y Activi.l:( 

During the previous +O hou:::..; thei:·e he ,] been little 
ene1ey activHy 011 thu Corp::. fror,t, other thmi local 
infi 1 tra t i on end _,l". t.r03..:,; ~ 

Th,.; Corps bri c<.gehc o.(! o" e~· tho MEUSE - :ssc1.ur Co.."1al wa.s 
firr.tly c.nd strontlY 1-_,:1,1 by 50 (N) Division (231 
Id'a."ltr;; :Brigw:ie), b r.,cke u by c~.ements of the Gu~'..rds 
Annoured lJ:i.·risi•)n. ~'.he .:::rn,cy put in ('. number of s trong 
counte r a ·ct~ck:1 ~~ge il•s t ~hE. bri.dgcho?. 'l , 'ttrb dire cted his 
mcin effort N l t o tl~ · 12 Corps bridBeheo.d over the 
MEUSE - ESCi.tJI' Caw~l a t Gilla1ili 0888 •. 

It wo.s estir.1ri·i:c d t}');:l ·:· the , 1101:-:y- s trength · o:i 3 0 Cor;,s I 
front, whic-h ,:,·ts t o cpnos, th0 brcck ,.,ut from th .... bridge­
he::i.d, wc..s -igpi.·c"<i,~:.t <L.r :~:: . .x :ilJ.'.'·,:n~ry b~tta:don,':i b a cked by , 
::i.bout 20 :.W s .:1.n;l ~. dozen c1 ,::;o f:i.~ld r,_na mecli'..lh: guns . _ 
The nui:1bcl' .JC GB 1;111,r; on -~·'1•.: Corps front wa s not ostinwted 
t o be n:ar1,,i, ·:1}··i.lc the: pr e: s tc;, , cc oi' t nnks ·.:'.ls suspected 
but not cont'L' 11ud .-

BRitGE SITU;.TICJ\! . 

2 . The bri ,1J;c s ~:~u-11:j_.m1 ·:1:1::; :;h-,.:i; •J~ c c n r Ci"'C'rts showed that 
all the princip "ll brir}1·cs 0 ✓ v-' ~!1l! l .~ ·.:1 · ::1 ".;c:c 00ci'l.ncl~s on the 
Corps axi s of :)t1v ~ncc .1,,r.c in t :,~·t.--

Col1)s 'l'roop.;; HP •~.1<: -: )1..1 l t:·co.;d ".. C).:.1ss 11-0 sup_pl ,~mcnt?..ry 
bridge over the MElU~ .. r,:f'i:'1.!l'J' r. ,_:mJ. --:l.thi.n the ~),i stine; bridce­
hcad, ther eby ecsing •~J1(~ ixc, ;:'\J: -.,ui; . 

3. Tht: dGy vr,s · f'inw · .. i-ti1 -: Jl:i. ,!,ht ,;:ind "'nd :i.''lvournble f'or 
airborne oper·d;i o11s. 11n t.h: r 0rn~.nr, 1 7 Scptcr.1bcr, Gecond .'.nny 
1¾ in confirmor1 th!l t 0p1 ... r-~t i ,,n "'!.. pv~:T G- J.\.J~~! :r ·;,•ould '.;clcc r l ncc ; 
by 1230 hour.s HQ 30 Cort}:: ,:cc u _;,-_ ,..:d i':c0m II<1 Ah borne Troops the 
in:forrnotion th·,t the l<~ ·1.,.1in1•, •)).,mi:.:r. ~.;; oi' 1 l:l:t'i tish ;',irhornc 
Division, 82 un ;,irbcr11-.; Div::i. o:i.0n ~na J.Cll ,.h-liornc .Diviaion were 
on their wey t'rcr .. thuir h ~•! i...: b ,1sc5 ;_n 1~'.'!',Li ,ND. 

OBJECTIVE :.ND Foru.L:.'.l'ION ORDERG. 

4. For r cfer cnc0 :m,ir po.;us the ,nin ~xtr~1cts of' the 01,cration 
Orders of the Cunr·is .... rn0urcd Divi::5 on.- 50 (N) Division :m,1 1 
British Ai rborne Corpr,; torL.th, .1.· yfi-;,j) ·~he D~!.s of l ;,irbo:l:7C Corps 
c.re sho"m a.t Appcnc1io0~; ·1s J. o)J.o.,n; . -

J,ppendix I L 1 - Gu-u-d:.. .'.11.1om·ct'l Di visi0n. 
i,ppcn,1ix· ·1~.: : - :'I, (1'.) J}i vL;lon , 
.'lppenc1ix 1-r-:' - 1 >t·.i. ,··,. :,;) • .i;.'born~ Corps. 
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30 UOi:<f>'d OfER,.'rIONS 17 SEP.I'EMBEH. 

GROUND TROO.i:6 

5 . .:.t 1310 hour :-.;, Comm1:in1J, r Y-J Corps s0.w thot tho Dirbornc 
cJro1) v,as procco,Jin,~ 'lccorulnr, t o y l ui1, ~n~! the order to the GuArds 
.".rnourocl Di vision ,,.- ')E r.9-v cn to .:::ttt ri.ck n.t 14-35 hours . 5 Gun~ds 
;.rr.1curccl B1:·iu:-:dc ·:,ere l ccl by the IlUSH GU_~·.ru:s Group ,1hich had or1e 
squo.dro11 of tru1ks l onuing, .fol Jo.-:c,1 -oy ~- t,.ink- curriccl inf-:-.ntr-.t 
company. '.i'hey in thuir tun1 ·;1,::r ,_ fol l o\Jou by a squc.c1rmi of' 2 HOR 
so p l .2lc ea for i t1rJc<li ntc 1·c1c ,1u0 01?cc tl1u brr rue out hoe) been achieve,1 . 

;;t first :.::. :::-oll:i.ng ·rnc n;:.1·-:!'c,.,1 b::::r:rrtgc o f' si:r.: field 
regi ments was put cJ.ow:·, r,ovc.ri1,g l, CO•.'.' y ~r 11i:; d thc r siL1C of the 
EIND.HOVEN ro-:ld . '.rhi..s 11' . .,tcJ :i.'or 2C r.:h;utcs ·tnd w~s 1c:,cco· .1r,ru1ie·ci 
by cir)1t RP 'fyphoons .. ::~tli\cldnc <JI/er :/ f'ivo mi nutes fo:..· .35 ninutes, 
follo\"1ed by further sq_uo.droris <lircc t 1,-d by :m RJ.F con-~rollc.r in a 
contact cc:r on to t argi.;ts ln~1ic') t orJ :>y Gunrc1s .:1rinourod Di visi on. 
The contc'.\ct c tir .,-;o,s the next vehicle to thr. t o_f' the Commcnde;r of' 
the l ead in[. nrmouror1 o:·oup. l, t t he Sl'-me tirnc , but 0111.y l ~sting 
for 10 minute s~ & ·rolling ·o:,!".1'...:gc · . .-os rQso put dovm by tbrcc medium 
regiments. 'r:Lmurl conc<.mtr·..:"t "i:om; •;:,,r, :llso f i r cc1 f o:c 15 mi nutes 
by three fi eld rcgir:1onts, nELOLJf i r t illcry, cxiu c. DUTCll .:u-tillc ry 
Heavy D~tte~.f . 1\ Hcn'\ly ,,.~ H•Jcil.:L.:nt 1'iru.1 " irbursts ·::ith Good. 
eff e c t • . ·:rhcn the Rrtill-...ry p:Co[r rurur.o f inishcl1 , a number cf well 
si t c u sptmdous; :.nd ::.nti-t,mk .:uns c ·,mo to life, c.nd the se ).et the 
l ecdint; sq_u:1c]ron thr1 u :1-:. ·:.rit" a b rO\'ICt: up" G t:tnks of the s acond 
squa.dron. , To lfoo.l ·:::i. th these , t .-::n?rn sp::.·:w e d cvc:cy hedcc with ;,. 
hcil cf fire· :m ,i thEin the inf·~11txy .. -.. .. r. l, i :1 to mop u, . 

b'y 15'10 h1,1ur:; th0 l , '•r1:i.l1g sq1.r ·rcn of th.@ IRISH C.U, J:u.6 
Group, consis tinc of ·:n :.:rr ,ou:i.:eL1 r egi ment un,J on<., inf:~ntry b :ittali on, 
h~d crossed -~hl.) frontior in-to .1.fO:r.J.!.~ .. :J'lD, rmc1 W'1.S in c ont nct with ?..bout 
200 cncey infnntry .tlio ·,,c:cc 1,m,; i 11 011 o~ch s i ,1e of' the ror,d; they 
1,·1crc. boine su1_;}JOTt 0cl by n f0w ,:nr,i ,\Y ::;i> [,,.ms :~m. lr. r c1 i'iaitinr.; took 
r,l c.cc in ,.-:hich :: nur,iber 01' our· t n11<.i; ·:1cr o l ost , To overcome this 
tempor ary che ck, ·; f'urth1.;r sct- p i1..,c'-- ' .tt::.cl:1 sunJortec1 by ,'i. Typhoon 
11 co.b ro.nk" uas st·~r.;cl!; thLs ·:tt~ck ·.:i:.s only 1)·,rticlzy successful, 
and o.t 1800 l:1ours tho ucJiuu n:. b ,:rr-:1£,:1.; -:ffon1G•: in the rnorninB 
had to be liftc ,1 fo r-.ru-il :·:n'1 .1.'0~X:.?,tcu , 'l'hi::i :1ei c,ht ::,f' !.iUpportinr; 
fire , n.ccom, ':lni ,:<: by --. ~2:·c..m . .1 :~t t:Jck , ki(: thu desirGd e:l'.'foct, nn1:l 
by 1815 hours the m.L31i GU..,..kT,G Gx·ouri , ·.:.1;,ini:;t ,re:uwninr, Ol)!)osi tion, 
h.'.1c1 crossed o sn!\ll ri v1Jr SOU'l'H of V . ..LiJT,NS.i,~..iW, r v,ching tho town 
u.t lc.st lil)lt, '.:tn.J thccc they l!·.rbour~,: i'o:c t]l(; 11ight. 'l'h,3 'i.t:mo,)iaJe 
cl ose support of th~. Typh oons hcu..1 be, n ', i_;:!'(,i:\t 3\iccc:;is . They rele n..c;cd 
th,:,, i r rockets Y1hilst o'lvr our o'.:n tro:)1;, ·:ur! those ·:✓er9 noBt oi'fcctivc-
ly 1ir::lccJ. P l e11tii u l U5C of yv1lo· ! rn.1oko rm1 ;:;trips we.a 1:100.c by 
the inf':intr.1 :..\nr.1 t·rnks, ,:;s 1)1_,ct<J.ly t ho::.a: Jc::;loy.:t1 off th0 ro:ld. 

:-i 
50 lJivision c ontinuu 1 ·tc ho1,.:! the bridgchu!:1d 3r ec., less. 2 

DEVON ~na. 1 DORSET oM¾ Dri,;.c'..110. Th,,:.H; t-.,.;c- "bc tt"l.lions ,.-mrc or c1crec1 
t o advance i n r o"lr ci' th(; Gu· r ds , .11·1c u1·0• . j)ivisi r,n -:·:-i th t he object of 
m.opping up, :;.nJ b~r L:1,;t lj :1r-t they ·.1r:r,_, o:;t "'bliRbc,l on a g.:m;,.;r:::.l line 
S"i: :f'ror.1 BORla~l'.i 3Sl02 . 

The <..ni .. m1y p·c:::i ti t.-rn; h,"'.Ll h<ll n 1;iUch s•~ronr,or tho.n C>,.1)c ctcd 
!:'.ncl the Gtwrc1s .. ·,r.·rnc.ur~,;l ... -i..v:i.. :.;l uri Jn,1 ·to f i ght s t:v:~1j0ly to effect their 
bre[uc out fror.\ thr_; b:d<1f;c:hv ,t: •.;1:;-t;·1'l1li:--b,<..1 ovf,r the !-0::USE - ESC!..,IB' C1,U1a)... 
Duri ng th0 pc rio,1 of the -~·'Jv:,nc,;, ,. ,1.i.ch ,;ms some 7 to 8 mi l €;S, t he 
en et;,Y ht\d ,li r ucto<"\ hi;; 'l°tt'1cl::_; ·'.p:::ins t the NOld'H shoult1er of the 

• •• /bri,1cchcad 



\ 

- 38 -

bridgehead but had made ~o i mpression. Further, his continuous 
attncks ·.ierc l1etermined and wore supported by guns ond mortars . 
Idcntific~tion cstoblished . th~t the enemy fighting onhe Corps front 
consisted of l and 3 Batta lions of the 6 Parac}'l..uto Regiment and two 
battsllions of 9 SS Division, the presence of the t v,o SS battalions 
bcinz o compl"eto surprise. 

!IDBORNE TROOP.5 . 

6. Lanuings of the ~'irst ,:~irbornc Corps took pl ace acainst 
only limited opyosition. At r300 hours p:u-otroops of 101 US Airborne 
Division were firmly established at ZON 4.li-26, SOUTH of ST OEDENRODE 
4-332, and WEST of VEGHEL 4 737, Successful drops had also been ma.do 
in the vicinity of th0 i:t:.rin bricle;cs at GR.i.VE and NLJMEGEif by 82 US 
1.irbornc Division ~nd a t .'.RNHE11: by 1 British J~irborne Division. The 
bridge .it GR.',VE was secured intact but that 3t ZON 4426 v:as b_lo\'m ; 
Nr.mEGEN and .1'.l-w:HE.M bridges ,·10re int"lct but not in our hands. it 
c on bo said that co~ l e t0 surprise ,·,o.s aained in• the initial stages 
and rosista ncc ~.·,as not a t first org-misea. Enerey fle.k was much light.er 
than had been expectou end no fizhtcr opposition had been encountered. 
The re- supply of oll these fo:nnotions wns up to schedule, 2.nd loss 
of ~ircr~ft h~d boon,negliniblc . 

7. . On JJ Corps RIGrIT, 8 Corps \.arc prepnrinb to bridf;e with 3 
Dri tish Division- EilST of the Corps b ounc1·~ry, thereby dr.l\p-ng off ene1ey 
o.ttcnti on from 30 Corp31 thrust . . . 

On tho LEF'r, 12 Corps orcicrcd D.. nilf}lt nttnck ~ncl this was 
successful, a bridcJ,.es.1d bcinc; ostnblishou over: ·--~he MEUSE - Esc; .• vr 
CanDl, with the object of cstrlblishinc n Clnss 9 bridge by early 
raorning 18 September. Both Corps hnd reported tlnt <luring the period 
16/17 SepteT'.lber, cnCPIY ren.ction on their front hnd bee n co11sickr.:lble. 

t J .. IR SUPPORT . 

8 . Duri11[j 17 September 5~ sorties were flo,m by 83 Group 
in support of the ground troops . :. ttncks by Typhoons olont; the 
EINDHOVEN road \/cr0 continuous f'rom 1450 to 1850 hours. Those 
e ttacks assisted ~ oscninu up somo of the stiff <.mcnzy- positions in 
the Hoods ou oach side of tho V,".LKENSJ,_,'JID rond onll in the ilillo.gc 
itself where Tiger t anks wore att acked with success . The display 
of fluorescent P"nols ·.:ras ~ m.!irl::crl s uccess, only one vehicle being 
sttackcd in rear by our ;~ircroft . 

T:us close lQ~ support \IO.s controlled by one of 1,ho R,J!" 
contact cnrs vri th DUSH GU,'..RIB Grou})• The scnle of a ttnck v,o.s o..s 
follows: -

8 aircr·ift every 5 r:ii nutas !'or 35 minutes un<l subsequontly 
8 aircraft every 10 rai11utcs until such time cs ground tronps could 
make ~ore proEress. 

'rhc::reoftcr, 'fyphoons str:.fct1 on the 30 Corps :.ucis of a <lv~nce 
up to the time thr. t the Guord::; ,.n,1,:-iurcd Division .%'0:ioho ~ ViJ..ICENS".ll .. ,\RD 
E4108. 

These :\tt.'.'lcks , put in by Ty-phoons, rrcre only son:e 5C ynrds 
on ei thcr si,.lc of the rooll ~nr1 100 y:u-d:5 nhea.d of the loading vehi cl1Ss. 
It should be notcc1 th'1t th..:: usu:)l n i t1 of nho,·,ing 25 pr red smoke wo.s 
not requir ed bccnuso the ;t·.F 3quaJron Lc~dc..:r controll"r in the contact 
c~ w~ n.ble to co11trol tlw :~ircr:1ft visu£'..lly to their t.n.rr,rets as 
indica ted by the 00 IHL5.Ji GU:.Rr.s Grcup. second ll".}, contnct c~r 
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moved with 30 Corps n..nd w~s previously briefed, with the primnry tasks 
of r ece ivine by VHF, (vory high frequency), a Tac R report, from a 
specially brier~a r ecce nircrM't, of the :iccuracy or otherdsc of the 
J.irbornc drops to e noble -fihc Corps Commonder to accide on his zero hour. 
This iit di d · :':nd also .rece ived Tac R infonn·,tion from other r econne.is­
sa.noc ai rcrcft during the operation . 

ENEMY ;.m ;.CTI'U'.£1, 

9. ;.1though the .::nomy put up o. fairly strong r"iehter force, ,he 
was either unnble or un·.Jilling to intarfcrlil with the airborne operations 
or the close support affordeu t o our ground troops by 83 Group u:~F. 

SUMM;'.RY 

10. In summary it can be se:id th-~t an excellent situ;ation h-'il.d 
been creatccl , The v1hole Corps -~.•n.s poi sed_ t o -:i.dv~nce in aey or der , 
thereby riiving tho r equir ed flexibility should th~ or de r of m::rch 
have to be nltcr cd. The co111bi ~ed ground ~nd c..irborno c tt'.!oks haa 
go1;c accormng to pl.u,, conplc te surpri se h8.i:1 been achieved, and 
the enemy 1 s bc .. ck ore as hat! also been swpriscd. The ll.F ,Ii th 83 f 
Group hail given cloav a nd int i r:1at .c support, ,'l:nd the Corps :artill ery, 
reinforced by oll divis i onal. ·?.rtillcry, h o.u put do\·m :i h a.rro&s which 
enabled t.r.e bree-.k out from the bric1gchcat1 by Guo.rds . ,rmourea Division 
to b e successfully accor.1pl i shcd, n.l though only ai't.::r fierce fighting. 
The bridgehead ar ea was fi:nnly hel d b~ SO Divisicn, ~nd 43 Division 
wns rc:o.dy to move across tho MEUSE - EGC.:.UT Canol ,then r (:quired~ Ls 
r cgnr ds the airborne operations, 1 British Airborne Corps ':.•as clos e 
up mi<! in :possession r,f the NORTH end of -+;he ;.RNHEM bridae, Y!hile 
82 US ;1.irborn0 Divi ::;ion ha ,1 captured GR.-',VE bri r1nc anJ bric16es over 
Mh.AS - w;JJ., C~nc.l 678603 7Cl54l, but ho1J net y ut r a;1cl.'.f)d the SOUl'H 
approaches t o the NIJMEGEN bridge . 101 US i~~irbcrnc Division hnd 
secured :'l.11 its objectives ~ong the Corps axi.a cf' ·tdv r:.nce be'b:10en 
E W )HO\ .EN an<l GR:;. \TE. 

• 



- l;.(; -

GENEHhL SITlJ.'..T ION 

11. The settine f'ur crpcr q.--.;ions on 18 September was th~t the 
enemy h ad effect'c:c ~n or,Je:cly ·.;ith ~J:tt,:.nl dur_i ng the pr~vious night , 
thet he wo.s in _[µ\3 ,'..'.tcr s trcn;.:;tl1 ":ll ::1.• . .::lity -~hi:-:-n expected, ~nd th!lt 
the difficult n~tur,i of th,; cotmtry on Ai the:r si<lB et' the Corps .'.l.."<is 
of edvonce favoure d the aefcnc~ ~nd t v strictcf ou:c ~bility to deploy. 
Thcrofore, the necu for mc,rc id'·,r, 1.ry vir.1s O.T'lJe.rent i:nil for this reason 
the move forwe.rd of 69 Inf•mtry Brig·de of 50 (N) Inf".ntry Division 
...-,as acceleretecl_ by Ccrn;:w.ni:c-r 30 Cor:µs. ; . Brigade G-rclUf, of. 43 Di vision 
,·,~s tlso directed to "t,e pr epo.red to r.uve up ;1-3 rcq_uirod~ 

The ene:-ey wa:. still r.iak~.ng r-epc c.tc;d o.ttz-.c!rn '>TI the \,'EST of 
the bridgehead over the l.:E!.iSE •- ~c:..m, "but _-.-ti th t~c 50 Division tokine 
over comple t e rcsponsi"!:>Ui ty fo-;.-- i1oldfoc the bric1ge !1.e;:il! secure, the 
Gucrds ;,rmoured Division \loulc1 be free to conccnt1~11J.;c i t!'l ~ ttcntion 
forward . 

No definite news nas ~.,_-.,.•il,ible a.bout t he bridJCS over the 
rivers ;'f;,.JUJ ancl NEI)Eli .rn:m bu·~ it -., ·i~ knO\·m th::it the one· 1t Grt.',VE over 
the }.W.S we..s intact ;md in our b.:,na s, 

12. The t::isks 
units under corrma.nd 

''.f, gi VCJ"I t i, i,h, ! 
lb'/:~ ::\.S fo·1.~.o IS 

.;:r:.nr:tiuns of 30 Cu;;:·ps c.:n~1 those 

(a) Gu'lI'ds i.roc,u.cec1 Divisio!1. 

( i) nc p~•cp~·-~c<l tu .,: ... pcr:d U.l> t c t.l,o "bri1"1,l,. ~-n cloarinG 
•:100<1s on th i fl ;11;,;.~ o:i. thi,, •:xis -~1~ h.1.,1,;pJ n~ ~is 

f • ) " ' •·r1.~ 11c•· .r·,nr, 0.t.)Cll _ r, .1 : • ..u,\J!..i,,).r~uu:u.• 

El;.108. 

(ii) One bri J-"'.U.Q t o ho1d b~:·i.11~;Lli-> \ •l t)VC'.!' r.11•' Hf·,lJS~ - E~\c:;.m• 
Cn.nru., 

( iii) 69 Dri~.:-.t1c t o t.1J.o s •': u1Jfroro lir'j•~<.Il'K,'l'J~ ".rt.;~. , 

(c) ~3 Division. 

CJ.a) 

Be 1:rv))ttri:,cl to 1.1,:-> ✓e tH1C hr:i.e,~,lo .1',r('>u1, r:1, i ,Uy t o ;;c unc1,:!r 
co:rr:nnJ Gu,:r r1s !.n .. 01u-..,1 Di v i.s i oH .i f -~he J. ,ttcr r.ncmmtcrc(I , 
during their 'l.,1v'"'11cc $ se·cious up-por;i -~:i. ,---.n it~ country ro­
q_uirint; ir.f:mt-1-.--y; 

Comnv1n11c1·s or .ccpr r:s,:m t"':".;5.v w:; o.-· 15/19 li , 4J+. HTR :md SHY ) 
to report t c .B~ u.1crnin,: ell' !;he lF.lt}, . 

GROUND TROO!-S. 

13 , :.t 0600 huu:cs tll.,. Gt. 1.l':!s . l:1.1. m.- ~.-1 J)ivif> iMi , l cc1 by Il<IS!l 
GU;JITS G1~aup , r c:-;w,1~,1 tbt :i.r ,\ <lV'.ncc .1.') '0ra V. J ,l(~;'.l!S .. _.f1"f) J•~J1-l f'~ miu con- ·· 
tinucd to meet c0ns i {lc,1:,•:·n1 0 or,pf.Js::. -tj uu '•l ,nw t he -i;,11~ ru~\C\R !'TO!l'.t'E unc.1 
E,",ST of th<.. tc\'1l)o '.!.'he: en u1 .:y_. ,:.-:.:n.: ~·•.11 ly spv·J-.i.ilf~; •·tr)~·c iri the s::iinc 
strcn1;th ·~n<l <1ueili ty :~s '.;hose rn1,.;c nrntcq:·\.,cl 011 17 :~L} tr)nucr. '.l'hey. 
were usin[i P~mth,:r .;:~nk~ tm1 thi,:ir ir ~•-i1tT·y ·.,c.:r.'G i::·,k i11;,; fhJ."I. use 
of th0 '.7oockc1 coun t .~:v ·:• 1ic:h l i•h..,' ,:.:.-:h sii"(c o f -t.1iu :cc::i.r.1, ;...'J:,ST 

.... ,h:i;.213, 
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E4213, due NORTH of V,"..LKENS"iiA/JID E4108, -..•:r,s reported by 2 HCP. to be 
finnzy hel<l. 1, enc- way brirlt:c ev er :1 s: .. ·,11 river just SOU'.i'H of 
VJLKENS',11,,'iRD caused ri c onsil'k~-.blc tr:\:ffi c ja.rn, but this was quickly 
cle."?.red i nd the flow of trr?.ff'ic mcin t c,in:~~1. /,ppr vci . til1g thu,t this 
Y1ould continue t o be n bottle- neck, the Corps CcrrmanJ,-ir. directed that: 
enothe r bridge b e built forthwi. th, but tlvi t Gu, rds ;,11;1,~ured RE re':"' 
sources w~re nor to be used, i?.s the r oute ·:,nt: ·vloq_uak for the di. visi<.il1 
\'lhich was kcepin0 its bridging resources for the 1.iIIHELiY:IlJ~·, Ccna l. 
Duri ng this period there :m.s no enmcy air cctivity nnd our 0°.:r1 air 
cover W'.).S cperntive. 

Eventuru.ly, A.i.J:..S'r vms r eported clear, but the cnenzy again 
imposed del oy f.ror.1 .:\. c or1crc t c strc,ng J?Oi r t t-,·.ro miles t o the NOF.TH. 
Meanwhile, armoured c i:irs of 2 HOR wer e explorine the bricges to 
EINDHOVDI. On tho RIGHr, the right - hancl sq_ue.<lron of 2 HCR wes hel d 
up by infantry cst:).blishci:1 to the Ed.ST of VJJ.JCENSifAARD but on the 
LEFT flank armoured c ~\rs ·."J:c:r .; cx.:r,loi tine t.o•:1arus ETh'DHOVEN and WEST 
o:f it where contact wo.s macle with en on.iY p;:ir a trpops. 

By 1100 hours , it; W;;ls conf'irned from civilinn sources that 
E::::NDHOVEN v1as stronaly held o.nd it v1:,;.s then i:leci<lcd by Corrrnnnc:er IRISH 
GUJJ.ltS Croup to try to by- pc.ss the t o•:m b~ the ':iEST r e,ute. They were 
again held up by de;terrr.ine<l enemy r c.sist'.mc e NORTH of lw\LST, but on 
our securine EU:DHOW....N the c.mcmy nith'.'.lrcw, therE:by l eaving this gr oUI) 
o clear run through on t o ZON E4425. To the ·1~;.s•r , the 32 Guards 
Bril!;~t!c st:lrted to move on the. scconfl~ry route , but D.fter goc<l ini ti~ 
pro~ess, were hclc u p between V;J:.;~1Si'i;..;:Jm :.:'Jicl LEENDE E4.808. :·.t 
1230 hour::a, thr.: 32 Guards Bric ad~ r'lir~tcr"!. ~m r~tt~ck on .LEE,\!])E, but 
were hel !'.i u:, by -;;ell di r e ctcrl enemy fire coinint; .'.'ror:1 the ·:roods situote<l 
NE of v; JKENS';'/,~.\ill). 

Owinc to the, ·;:-Jakness of ori<l~'-:;, which \'/Oulu not t :.1kc tanks, 
the GREl'f,'.bIER GUARDS Gronp coul cl 1,1·:;kG little pro~-res~, on the ro~\c1a 
WEST of EINDHOVEN :mcl h~d t o c o 1:10 'in c k on to th1.1 1!1:iin rods . 

At l tY)O hours, 101 US ;,i rbcrnc Divi::;ion reported th~t 
EINDHOVEN w~s finnly i n its h~~nus, !).n(' th·:: t tho IDISH GU.JID3 Croup 
had linked up yJi th it on th0 NOR'rH e,)ge of the tmm. :10cnwhilo, 
WEI.SH GU:.R.IS Grcup movin[; on the ::;ubsic iary v.:in were re1,orted to 
be h:win p; o :;tern fi,i;ht I but by l ~st lieht they hnd overcome encn'\Y 
resistance ·.md ':rcre establishc,l ,just SOUTJ:1 o f ~LDROP E4816, Y1hich 
wo.s still held bJ the en emy . 

In sur:imory, the "lcsition :\t l:ist li['.ht w;1s tjrt the: Guards 
i,ri.:Gu,r c c1 Di visi on wo.s i'in.il.y c::; b 1.ili sht: ,J , c e:~n 1.rc u on E INDHOVEN 
·ui th t he 5 Gu~r us ,,n, oure<l 13ri,;'1de G-:r:oup h 1l rli n c: f'i r:nly the StJU'l'H 
b~k of' the C:m "\l SOUTH v f ZOt-! br .Ulge FJ .. 4 25 \th.i.ch h~d been blown. 
The 50 c~r) Division Cvr'Jtinucd l710J..Jin,r: ur o:nur a t i or;s ~na mcd.rlt:.iinec1 
their hold ove:i.· t h ..; MEUSE - ESO.'.l.J"T C·_n:'1 . l .,.1'.ll{Sl~~r,-; t o0k ove r 
V /ulCFJlS",'/.,l,'JIT. T.hrour!hou t the lk.y, th•.; oncmy c<.m tinued tc, f\ tt:ack 
the b'rir]gehe::i.d over the. ?.JEUSE - 'E8CAU'£ C.:mo.l f':coi:i tho NE. 'fh e so 
o.tt;;i.ck ... \·1ere supportuu by t-:,cnty 1.1ortl'.,rs -:mc1 twelve guns but \'lcrc 
boaten off c.ftcr s·:;:.cr figbtir, ::,• 

I n o. -1Ji tion , th:. c:ric.lllf '\tt c1.,1., t o,1 t [) l'.ii sru11t communic~tions 
c..long t.hc cxistiri[: ro~iG, Ji .. rticul :,rly the brid, ~o ovur the liEUSE -
ESCJNl' C::nal hut th.-::se 'l.ttci·,pts :m:t.·c unsu.cct:st::.'ul . 

5~ (l,') Divi.oion 1:ooscd te ,roi .. ,rily 111. l-~r r·per:1ti1' w ,l Cl',r:~n"'nd 
01' 8 C0rps, - s it Ytns clcci<1oi.l 30 C,)rps sh, 11ld be r e linv cd ci' the res-
ponsibility f or s·1fc:,<',U '-'l'1"iin~: tr.e bridi~c ~·.re •,. Mtl tl'.eir .,.:,;i . ., pf 
;1.dv.'.'.l'lcc f'row the.t bri .-l;•e u p t(-. Bii'1LIFNl•:S~ . It wr. -:; r1c,tewortlzy- th~t 50 
(N) Di vision thus l d't op.,r :". tion;u cowin._m,1 of j C Corp s for tht': first 
time since :.u.~ust 1911.3..-1 

••• /'l'ho 

' 
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'J.'hc brid[.;C si tuc.. tion ·.-1::.s ·th'\t the Guc.r ds ;,nnour0d Divis i on 
were build i nJ ~ cl:.:.ss 40 bric1cc over t ho c anal '1t ZON E4-425 and this 
Yt?,s ·to be c ompl et ed by first liBht morning 1 9 September so tho.t the 
armoured thrust tow::i.rds G.i-;,,',VE E6253· could be continued . 82 US 
J,irborne Divis ion h n.d c c.p tured in t '.'-.ct the bridge nt c;.n.;,VE, The 
bri dge s · a t NLJJ1LE:GEN .md ;JWlE:i.1 were ·~lso r eported t o b e inkct but 
n0t y e t secure1..1 by ~: l cr:1ents ci' 82 US Airborl)e Divi s ion und l British 
.Urborne Divisiun. 101 !IS ;drbornc Di visi on r1morted th~t n.11 the 
r emaining bric1[;es ~cr oss th" ·::-i.te r obs tcci0s along tho m::~in nris of 
n.d~.:1nce were int.1ct w <l fi:rrdy hel d. 

( u RBORNE TROOPS . 

:U.. ( c.) 101 US : .. irbornc Division . 

101 US .t.iruo,.cnc Division c ontinucp to c onsoli1nte l ts hold 
on all the no<1::l points on the ax i s of a.dv;.nce UlJ t o o.nd 
cxclud.ing th,;;, bridgt> :'.t Glt'..VE. To c"!.l).t c, its l osses had 
been lii:;ht, .:md cn0r:iy ·opposition Dgai nst nod::i.l points \/hich 
they he lr:l h '\c1 no~ be,:n ~cti ve . 

(b) 82 US Airborne Divi.§i..£!!• 

In tbe t ! Ln.:EGfil1 .rc11.~ 82 US ;.irborne Division was est­
nblishc~1 SOT.lTR of th.;; NL.Ti.3~EN bridge vri th ~ firm base on 
the hiGh [7'oun cl 30U'l1Fi of the t m:.n . They o.lso further 
consoli<~c.t c l1 t h e ir hold on thi s er eo. and cxtcnr1ec'l this up 
the i.ii •• ·.s - ·.:, ... L O.an~l. ~O: l emcn't:s of this divisi011 vtere 
only s omo 300 y :..,r :l s f r or.: ·the brir:~e itself, but could 
r;et nu clos0r -~~ the cncr,\Y WCtS defend in,.: it vii. th -SI' 
nuns :m d h.:i·:vy r.1.'.:'..chinc c;uns i'irini.; :t'rol!l 1~ e- ~:.:,.r concrete 
pill boxe :1 . · 

'l'hc fly-i11 of 327 Gli Jcr I nf •.ntry Regiment ',l::\S success­
fully :iehicv t-C:: on this d:;y ·,,ith neelie iblo l o~se s . 

(c) 1 British Airborne Divi:. iun. 

In the .\!1NIIEL :·r 01, J. r;ri tish ;.ir "bornc Division w~s 
establishe d ,/ES'f ::.nd N,; of t hti t o·:m , l)ut the ono:cy, consis­
tinc of SS un:L ts '.\nu r u ini'cr·cou r,i th tc.nks .::mtl SI' IJL!nS, 
WJ .. s hol di ng the to,-m itsol1' . '.rho situ~tion ,·.-o. ::; obscure. 
I nfori:1 ·.tion r1·::s h::i.rtl t o r..;c t ~lltl coi:1nunic::i tions v:cre 
dif'ficul t O\'lin,_; t o b :..c:l ',AY;t h 0 l.' c.n.l the intcnso bu1.1b::-.rJm, . .mt 
tha t the lJt.:;ri no t0r of the ::ir e o., hc h 1 by 1 British .-'.i.irborrJc 
Divisi on, ·11'\s ruceivin., fr or.i the et)Cl!\Y. 

Little ·:, '"Is known Ll-f ti1c l Ptr0.chutc J°Jrit:"1•1e, other _than 
civili ·:rn r o!!or ts '.'.')1ich s'.;"; tc.:.~ th!lt clement:._; were still 
holdint; out ncr .. r thl'J ~~rort'fH end of th0 .',RNIIF~it bri dge . This 
subsequently pr oveJ t o be c orrect . 

No cor.'ll:.unicntion w.-...5 .:.)St"-blishe<·\ with l Par ;\chute Bri r,c.Je 
throu:;h,)ut the drw, i n s1~itc of :\ttcnpts by 11 Pru-nchut c 
Bet t t'.:l liuri ~.n<1 the ;., :3'.l'.'J..'1":1 t o b r eak t}u•~iu f'h to the E.,".s'.L' . 

The F'irst .Division l.iuil,~-un w-.s continuca ,~urin~ the dey 
by the '\rriv·~l of 4- 1, -u--~chutc R:rif~'\dc .'.).rid, sub units of ;.ir 
Landin[~ '\nd Divisir,n!'\l t l' .., , ~As . 

t.s rcc r ,1::; :-,'\intcn '\nce c f t hi s Di Vi nion, th~ r 0- su111>1Jr on 
this rl~.Y \r~s not succe ssf ul , ~ it W.'\s oJ.l fu.·02>:Ped on the; 
eneny , '\nc; this ,l'.'.S un,louht cclly l r•r gcly due to hc"\vy cnen(Y 
flnk ·:!hich b ·,1 b \., .. n tlri.ci<cnod up Qy :n '\k tr:1ins opcr:~t ing 
~.EST of .: ... a1llill.. • In ,\•l1i ti<>l1, .,co.thcr C()l1l1i ti ons -.1erc f~ 

frOlj t'~Vt JUl'abk Q\!ill;' t v u '.l.• l visibility. 
• •• (d)/Since 
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(a) &incc the st.".rt of the opcr-·1tiun, ;~irborne Corps reported 
thnt they lw c~ t::,kcn a.b~;u t 900 prisoners of war ·but tlmt 
thc.ir O\'in c:asuol tie s w0re bci:;inning t::> mount up. ) 

J:..IR SUPFOR1'. 

15, Durinc the whole J:-.y thu wqn.ther \·ms the limi tine; f actor, 
~s it W(\S br1d both cw:r ~irfiel,}s '.)Jlo the k tU~ Dro 3. ; consequently, 
the e;r ouna tro011s of the l cndi11L, ur ir;--.dc of the Gunr c.s 1,.r ncured 
Di vis i on di d not t,;et tht: sein1e cl,> se .:inil int ir.ir. to support th1 t they 
haa received on the y r evious ,b .y. In D.c"ldi~ion, the 1:,roun<l situation 
l a cke<l the cl:-.rity 1.'1llich on the pr\Jvi cus day h £'.ll enabled the degree 
of intim!'.te su...,>port a lrea dy described to be. ~chicvc:) , This ma.de 
r.'.l.pic.1 proo·ess difficult :>.6r~il1st the encr1\Y who continued to hol<J. his 
positions, uell <luc it1 and \ti th ,:cCtpons well st tcd, with ~e~.t 
deterr,unc.tion. 

Erffi!.!Y ;,.Ii1 ;.CT I!fil. 

16. There wn.s little interfor unce to ow· r,roun~1 troops by 
encrzy .cir :1ctivity, but a n unsuccessful att:J.ck ,,as made on JOES 
BRIDGE over the r.IEUS:!j; - r;sc.w.r Cenal. 

17, On 30 Cur ps ~:IGJ..'T 8 Corps ho.d, -;ft.er very stif'f fi?htinE, 
estcblished ~ sr:v,11 'bri i!,sah c '1.C1 r, vcr thu E~C;1..UT C ·::nru in the LILLE :.. 
ST-HUBERT l(.4294 nre:l. 

On 30 Corps LB:i?'l', 12 Corps hc.d cstabliahccl cmother bridee­
hce c1 over the . IBUSr. Co.n:.l :md by l '"lst licht two brie;o.des v1ere o.oross 
on the Northern lYmk. 

-
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SF,CTION J! 

GENERAL S :UUJS I <l'f 

18. The situation at the three main bridges over the Rivers 
J.!AAS, 'ifAAL and ~TEDER: ~ n.s the:~ • -

82 US Airb('rne Division had confizmed that the G2.AVE bridge 
was into.et and held by them • . 

Between the GRAVE and NLThJEGEN bridges the situation was 
obscure. The Division reported fi1:,hting 300 yorda SOUTH . cf NLJ'MEGEN 
bridge and that they were in poo!:lezsion of bridges over MAAS - WAAL 
Canal 6786oJ. It uas known tlw t they had been forced to pull out 
on to ground Ei\ST cf i'.f-LJJ.IEGEN owi ng to the enCIJ'\Y threo.t developing in 
the REICH:7ALD FOH.EST area l')n their RIGHI' flank, 

From I.RNHEb.. little definite infonn9ticn was available, 

To counter the t~ca t in the H,ri:ICHrliu,D FOREST area, the 
CClLDSTRE.AM GUARJ:S Group were: to be 1,,laccd in suppcrt of 82 US Airboill e 
Division. 

Guards J,rmourecl Division Y,cre roady and a.bout to cress by 
the ZON bridge, ho.vine br1..ken through tpe cneIJ\Y' a main resistruioe 
wh ioh had been encountered a t EINDHOVF.N. · 

TASKS. 

19. Continua tion of tasks al.JX;ody allotted. 

GROUND TH.OOffi. 

20. At 0 615 hours, 5 Guards ..:...:rmcur od Driga.do got aw3¥ to a geed 
start having passed over the Cl~ss 40 bridge a t ZCN ;-rhich had been 
completed during the. nic}lt 18pl9 Septcrnbor. The timin8s f">r the 
construction of the bridge, built by 14 Field Squo.dron were approximate­
ly as follo,rs : -

RE reeonnainsancc rea ched the sito a t 1900 hours. 
Fir&t bri~ging vahiolc 2000 hours. 
First vehiole across the bridge 0615 hours, 

By 0700 hours, the leading briettdc w0 s beyond VECHEL ~nd heading for 
the GRAVE bridge, 32 Guards Brig~dc follovting clcsc behind them. Al­
though 2 HOR r eporte d oppositicn in UDEN 5.342, by 0830 hours leading 
sub-units of the 2 .\RtiOURED GRJ~M!,DIF.H. GUiJU:S h.'\.d crossed the River JJ[J\AS 
using the G:RJWE bridgo , ,,.nd thus the fir~t mt.jor obst;,olo had ooon 
seoured f or the furth~r cavance of 3C C~rps. 

I , 

By 1115 hours, 15/19 lIUSS,\IlS h:~d linked up with 101 US 
Airborne Di visbn in EINDHOVEN, thcre!lftcr coming undur thoir command 
for execution of their tasks. One· squ ndron wns in Eil'JDl-lOVEN and vrcrked 
NW towards BEST 3726, and Eii.ST te GEJ.l)ROP E4,816 emu I-IEIMOND 5522. The 
remaining two SQ.UL'\drons pushed \'JE:1'.r f rom za-.s t0 BF.ST 3726. 

Dy 1400 hours, loa ding p ·~tr ol s e,f 2 IiCR ho.d r en.ched the River 
Wii.iJ., and 5 Gucrds ;,1mourcd l3rigudc wa.s conccntrotcd SOUTH of NIJMEGEN • 
Meanwhile, ficroe f i£}'.ltine; \r:s eoi 1)c; on in the tc\m of N UliiEGEN itoclf, 
which by this time ,1D.s stronely held "uy elements of 9 SS ,Divisicn and 
Flak troops. '!'hey were ::u.so holding the !:>OUTH end of the NLJMEGEN 
bridge over the Ri ver Wi1.:..L. 'l'he bridge was int:lct and .:uthough pro-
pared for demolition the leads had been cut, it was subs~~entl.y 
found, by Dutch pnrtisans. This \ :~1s indeed luoky as 1 t we.s not 

••• / until 
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u11til l o.t e th0 followin13 dcy that the bridge ,:,as finally se izea and 
hul<l by combinnd British - US clcnicnts. 

To clec.r the.: 'tridBc, a cc.mbin,Jd Gw::.r d s _·.nnoured Division 
ond 82 US . .:.irborric Divi~ion c,tfack \'.'':ls planned ::md put in nt 1500 
hours . This a tt,\ck, 1 43d by the GREN,'..DIETI. Gu_··,RL'G Group whc made 
an attempt t c frrcc n. 11bli tz11 crossing ove r the NLfoIBGEH bricigo with 
tanks , was nc-t successful. The c no1ey had pl --ic ed SP guns on the 
SOUTH end of the. briugo and hc l •1 ::: number of str,,n@oints , incl uding 
concrotc pillbo::c~, on the; Southern ond . The au;.:are l o3t ·.1 number 
of k11ks , nrid (\lthc.•u L1l they ::.ttcr;rr,t , .. d with t hci.r infs.ntry t o by-p.1ss 
tha t:!)frt" '.lChLs tc the bridee, they c ould m1.1<:c no hc 3d1.vey. 1.ttcmpts 
to got furth0 r obsc.;1v·:.tion end irifor,ncti on a s t o tha i:,1101:l.Y strength 
y;~rc m::-.de b y s~0ci·:,l 1;<:.rti.,; :; of infnntry ·:,ho climbe:d up to the ro-,fs 
of tho high0st house •, ~!Id from r,Mch ·i;hoy sni:QCd f\na shot d the 
(:merey . By l o.i:: t li~-1.t the ·:tt~ek htLd rkfinit0ly f<'-iled and the 
cnem:, wer e si..ill 1.:r. _oos ;;c~~ion ,:,f' the GOU'.l.'H encl rf the· bridge, which 
Ytcs still i n b ct. 

;_ t l 7J ;:,; hc,lr:;, lic:-.1.k~uc.rt c rs 30 Corps i..t:.tin, 3.ccorr.p:-JJi ed by 
44 ROY,'-1, 'l'iJFS c.:r.d thQ SRY rr1ov,,a from the rmOm'EL 3483 v.rcc. t c pro­
c e.od to t.'Lu,DEN 1055 f'\ r ;J._\ , v1hich it di rt not. r each, o\•:ing t c cn(;)?ey' 
grouna , na ;'lir ')c t i on, until th,' e vening of 20 Sept~mbor, h"-ving 
b een in tr~m ,~i t u:9 the 1:'!ain ,7.is f e r 24. hours, :·.nd h~ving tnk1.:-n 
i;:::.rt in n. sh~ -rp r.di on to clen.r the 1>:is, · 

;d; 19CO hourf3 .th- enemy ·:i.tto.ckcd with t,ml<s , ':li th ::-. hc<lvy 
suppc.-rting p:cogr:i..mr.1t~ or, +rh c :~ON bridge, .-=-.nrJ its ,1::ce,~, in 1-n eff'0r•t 
to cut our L nf C, but t his dtack ·.r~s 3uccessfull~/ held by 4h ROY;.L 
T;,NK::5 ond 501 r<CT of th<£; 101 US •• i 1:bo r11a Di vis i on • 

. i,IR :3UPPORT, 

21. ';ic . . ther -.·,, :, ·1.1.f'.in th•~ lit1i'till8 f;.),ctor, Both. av~r (:\ir­
fi elds ;_mc1 <W'-:.r tile b ut tlc 'l.r C('. it ·.::;,:.; b:.!.cl f or i'lyi ng. ,',r r::ou1:··~d 
r EJoonnaiss:.:.ncc miss ion:J o...;nt. out Ind tC' b,_; r l..'c '.'l.ll;)<l 011 account ci' 
ba nks of lo-.·r clou1. Only 73 se:.ctics \':or '-' f"lr,•or., 

irhc l::'<HiU!'Jply d' l _·_il'bornc Di vis i cri '\'l:.s unsuccessful ,tnc1 
in e:n emy h '.:'.ncl,3 • 

• 
E:HF;.!Y ,UR ;.G'l' lVITY. 

22. :3,w0nl f ,; ):,:1::1.ti orno. ··.tt-~clwd t.rt,l'f'Jts in the F LJ,:J::G:EH nreo. 
unc1 this ·.-1'.l.s f c.,llc,rc<1 by c r c cor.nais:c ·:.ncc in the z :rn1.11(1\l}~: - TD..RURC~ 
area. 

i,IlIBORNE 'l.ROOPJ. 

23 , (o.) l nirbcrn,:, Divis:i.011 . 

:. t . J.:..NHEJ~, "' t 153? hu1rs 1 ' Jl , ;1:~J nt}, of 1 J."-.x·· r;hu t ,;: Bririt~de 
·Ncr<.; :,till in the vicinity of the Nrnt.rH end of the ; ,.RHIPTI.t 
bridge, bit they v1<-rc: r,ot h0lt'iil1[\ it. 1l ·hoy ..-:er ;..: ::lso in 
t he ·.,cst ,;rn e!lA c-f ;,..{1',(],C ii,::;clf', \'rhb:r,: they h-,a EJst :,blishe(l 
~;hm1mclvcs in ~: r,1p1h c,r 01' huwes :mtl c 011t.i111.Hid b be,:t cff 
:1e t c ri~,in1~a ~ nc•iiy ·•.t7. 'i.ck:-: . '11hc cni:q>', who wo.s 0~11ployinG 
1'ig<Jr t , nk:~, H S '-11 the niTlll,l t: m~tbo<.l ef bl,stinr, ,'. hcusa 
until i -1:; couJ.1 r.o l 0n, •er '1!'forL1 c ovc,r, I n th, br ·_ar,e: •' \l"CO. 

i to..::lf', h,;r,vy fi ,.:r)11.i11
0

; t,,ck J ,1 "..Cl! c·u·i, i:hp tn.1 ... : si tu-~ti. l')l1 
\1cs obtcm:-:l ns c oir.1,.unic~tions •71cr c _r0ri:-; th.:: mnin c :-.uso 
rf inrhff,:l'<·i-;t co:,1·••.rnir."tions v,.-,.s l or e;.:ly boc· .us;:: ~}A:rn­
tionl"l con•l.L ticns n.::cc:·::; i t ;.t r.cl Hc ·v1q1r' 't"t.,...r:;; bcint sited 
in ., r l ·' c< • . rhich \::'s um;ui.t · lilr.. f e r f" 1 •{i cc1.11,m1ic:1tions. 
It •;:·,:; ku0\tn, h,.-... c,~' r, tiv~1; · 1n 11u1Jj "l;i l"ll. ·r :1 :mp:9lics \/Cr'al 
b ~:-'lly n1..,l! ih.;d , ".::l ~.-:nst of' t he, r 0 -- .s1.1.np)y o, l.!'ried cut on 

.. . /18 
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18 Sop t cmi·,cr -.:i'\.a urop11cd in unc,~y territory. 'fhc r cr:sons 
for t h is ·::ore; thu -::.xtrcmly hc~vy fl:uc ,,hich ,·,11.s omployccl. by 
the ,..,norr.y o..:"-inst the un, ..rmcu. Dokot-"-3 ~c. this f'l::i.k h:,.d boon 
consiu.cr".bly thickened up .since Sunu:~y 17 Se1>tu1:1bor ; Dakoto. 
o.nd fieht~r pilots ~cportud th:tt this w'ls sor::o of the: henviest 
th:-.t they h· ·.c1. y~t expcrioncocl. Civilio.n source s r eported tho.t 
t:i.nks r,ure 01ier, tin~ '¥=·"-inst 1 .. irborno Division pcr:i.J, ctcr, 
nnd ,~. request fQr ir,;modia.t0 ,'lir support to CO! b :,t this 
thrc""t ,.-,,r.s initi'ttcc.l by Cou,~.nd(;r 1 !.irborno Division during 
the chy. Thu Division I s position \':,~s r:ndo 1r.or0 pruco.rious 
•'<~, owin:~ t o h·,.l wc·'.thcr , tht: drop of the Polish P:1r~chutc 
Bri[""..c1.o J ,·1hich sho111(1 h1.vc t.'.lkcn pl·tcc on 19· Septcnbor, wns 
dd.:-.yod. 

(b) 82 US ;',.irborn~ Division 

To hol1 th,::; :)ivisio:r in its t.'.lslc of prot l]ctin[! tho a rc~ S~ 
of IfI.TI lEr:EN, t h e C0lDSTHE.\! . CUi.I?DS Grol,p of' the Gu..--.rcls 
,r mourc;u Division ·.:''\;; d.e t~.ched c.nd c·,.me unck -r conil'l'J'..rd of 82 u.:.: 

Airborne Divis i ,.>n f~;r o~}ur•.tic:ns durin.:. 19 Scptornbc.:r . 

As h'1s l),·,,r l cs crihc-::. -:.bov c , nl l.:-lt'nt~ of this Division locnted 
in th~ NI J1lEGEN bri,!::;e tu•v ,, put in :m 'l.tt.~ck to c".pture the 
bric1rrc i tsclf i n 00njuncti•,n Yli th the Gu ".ri1s ',r n::mrcd Division, 
In ".1H iti.nn to thi ::i , thl; D·lvisi m }v.,l d of'f ::itiff c.morny opposition 
in the :fl:sEK 7560 r,.ru-'l.. .J.

1hL lJnci:iy h:'.l '.'.tt·:ckuL1 y;ith some 
bmks ~ r1 ,\··.~ r.:.: k in· · - nui:.·.n cc 0f hir: .. -;clf by c1'[)loying 
scvon1l 88 r.un ,.um; , 'l'h··, !>ivicion :,lso :.uccu:d.otl in boo.t ing 
off 11v t .:r ·:1invl1. cn e:1y ··.tt:-..ck :J, ".lth011~h thi.:sv were no t in :1re-~t 
str(.;ni~th, in the G:.WE5fuT::K 7555 ·-.re· •• 

( c) 101 US i.irbvrnl. Division 

The Di vie ion, with 1,'.J/, 9 HUSB,..ns under cor.Jn:intl, contil1uc:d. 
t o w tint;dn ·\m1 :31xuro thuir hold nn the v ·1rious p·u-ts of the 
!"'.a.in "..xi.s of 30 Cor1,s l , l'f C, ~.nd on this d.-~y th(.;ir 
11ispostions Y:t.:ri.; :1:-.i f ollows : -

( i) 501 ncT 

( ii) an ... batt:,lion of' 502 
Rc··i 1r.cnt 

( iii) 506 RCT 

(iv) ~Gli<l.vr l~u r~im .. mt '<nd 
~ ornv ':rtill0ry 

( v) 502 RCT, l<.;:;. · on1! 
b.'\ tt·~lion 

.'lro.'\ VEGHEL 4 737. 

ST 0EDENR0DE 4232 

EINDHOVEN with 
tlct:.chmont -~-~ 
ZON 1~+25, 

:U'C.'\ /1-1 27 

:~r e::. BEST 3726. 

'l'ht: cnc:r:,y ,:ur c i n f· ir :;; trun:~t h ·~t :JCHJ,JNDBI. J+038 which ,·,--1s 
to the ·.:r,::3T .,yf 'chc :~xis, ~nit '1.t l·OO: '(>ND 5522 tu the :1\ST of 
t he :ucis. In the m,:1,,.voND nrc"., the cno1•1y -.-:· tt; r <>1>orted to 
lie N<h Ti! m ".. .;OUT:' if th• : t rw.11 .. n.1 t o r;u J.<..J>loyin;: s up11ortin:3 
(U'fr15, 11'\rtic11]"rly h, ;:.vy m•1.chin0 ~uns. Th.., esti11:1t od number 
of 1rj_oon~rs ot' ,\'-"\?" b '!:, 1 1--y both 82 -u1t'l 101 US :,irbornc 
Division::; up t o 1~100 h l.'ttt ·c. 19 S0vt-.;1·1b,:n· rr. ~ ··pL>r oxir.ntcly 
2,000, ell of ,thich, it .:,,s int ... rc8tinr t ·, not...;, ,::ore from 
:mti- ,'tircr·u't , Ge r i inn .,.ir i"o1·cc ' tn<l L of C units • 

. • • • /Thu 
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The Divis ion's C:'..suc.l ties ·:.:er a cs timc.ted ~s between 
500 -md 700. 

21+-. Tho situntion un both the 8 nnd 12 Corr,s fronb w:\s thll.t 
only limi tcc.1 · tti.V'.U'IC03 he.cl been m'.l.clo owinci t.o the L1ifficu]:c n,turo of 
th& country ~vhich the 1,;ncn:y w:-.a · d'-fendin::; stuhbarnly :-.nc1,_skHfully. 

;,o rc[;ru:·1..ls 30 Corps , it h ".:d tw"CJ open fl~ks ·::nd its i:i:.t in rods 
w::1.s :rnr,jcct to continu•:.l 'l.tt.:.cks from c-:ner:ty e lcmc~t:, of about ~ 
bn.tt~.lion st;rcn{jth, nupportva. by t:1nk:s ; it ·.-.,·~s ::cc0i,ted thn.t thGBe 
intermittcmt 1.1.tt':.cks ,w)uld continue until the l c~t":.-in, f-Jrn-ntion of th0 
two flen..lcinr, Cor ps c,,ulu. m~.kc better pror r ess, 
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25. Th0re Y:orc throo m .. '1.in contJidcrfi.tionc. '.'thich '-!ere the br;.sis 
of opert!.tion:;; for ti~•i_r_; 11-"'..y. Firat, it :gts impcr.~tivc to 3Ccu.rc 
the NIJ"fEGBl-l bridge, ruid i f thic could not be done, then an -~.1s11ul t 
cro:;sine would h.;.. .. vo to be undc.-rt'.'.kcn. ·. ,>econdly7 on the P.IGHT 
flank th0 s itun.tion ;·.,:,.::; er:ur_-linr. some ;:-..nxicty, '"\.s 82 U~, Airborne 
Divir:ioh ,::,'}.r0 bcinG t .hnr .. tcnod frorn the B"lillK f'.r e,., '."..r,d i'~ ·.n'.._3 

appnrc!'lt th·d, the enemy ,._..~& builclin,,.,. up in the RELCH .. ·u.n POREST 
E 8551 tlre~~. .. · l,'1.stly, th0 overriding nccc3:~ity for ~-Ll:..1;;ving the 
1 Br""ti~h :drbornL' 1,:lvis:ton v:ns ob•.rious, e.$ tho f ".!.il ur~ of coirnmnicr .. tions 
ht .. d prevented 'ny ·'..s::,,!,Grn.:..n'.: of the true ::;itu:itien. 

T,,.SKS FOR 30 CORPS it\)ill,_. .TI011/.:, 20 3EPTE:.'.BER 

26. In SUirJll'..ry~ the t --:sks th1.t woro 'lllottc.u. to th~ form:\tions 
of' 30 Corps· for op~r ::-..tions to t.'.\kc pl:-,co 20 :Jcptcnbo:-:- y:m.-c •~3 
follows: -

(.".) Gu" .. rds ,:.r!I10ur.ed Division 

(b) 

BUIID UP. 

( i) 

( i:i) 

'i:o r o~umc fror.; 82 ~ '.ir"bornl Di•lL"on, ( 501.. I 
Rcgiri<mt) , ros1)on::iibi1ity of NJ.r-;x;::-:1': hridg,c i t r " 'l. 

f'.t fii·~t li~ht 20 Sept~mbor. 

}2 G'..1·.rc.ls P-riw,0.0 :··•-~ to be: jn ErnP!)or·l; of 82 US / 
:\irborn,: "Divi::;ion ·u1cl to ·1ct ;' c r i:-0·1)i] e: re::;orvc for 

· d,:;f,mce of E ·"sT :t'lonk · .. md --:.lr;o to 1,.1 r ,:;;}>onsiblc . 
for dcf ,moo of th<:) G·:1¥:l brid~c 'I. t 702'i}9 . 

43 Division to conccl'ltr·ltO in G-Tu'.VI!: ·~r,.;·• ·i.th -'\. vie,;; to/ 
undert".king ·'..n -,i-;sr-,ult- ~rosGing ot the Hjve;r :. 'Ju,, '.\nd 
C'l.!_:,turing NI.r.'iEC'rJt·1 bridf.\C ·int~ct. · 

27. In ord0r to 1:·.:inhin tl i<-.: irnpetu,-:; o:i: 30 (!ni.·p:: 'ttt·\ok on the 
.i'<!IJi.EGEN bridge ·tn ;;:'-, ·1 quick buil.:1 up of i'i1;htir." troop~, supporting 
r,rm::i :-.nq supv.ly cormr.odi tior; ,:.---i:s vi t "ll . •~he .a<1n ~~d:~ 1-nd to be 
kept open :mc'l build- up tr-,.ffic hustled. on. •r.::i ,.n·~h:i.<.; -th:i s to be 
done, f.\11 down tr".i'f'ic, lcs::; ,mbul -''.nco:3, •:rl:; ;to_ r,c,L · • .nd eert·tin 
form".tiorw '"lend. un it~: ·,;t.rc 111·ro:rnn" t-o un" .. bL: r·5.:·,htin;~ t:rcops, 
vehielec t.nd ::;uppl:i.~s to g..:t tr..rou(f'h. to tlw t·orL ·\rcl •r-tY:.t.;. During 
the night 19/2:J !"joptumbo:c, the cn~~1r.y bombocl 8:rn.oiruw-.i.f :--r,·1:i. hc.·,vily, 
en.using dclt\Y' ':nd confusion r ~rticuil.ar.l.y "Jnonr-; the ::.1.'.puly uchclons. 
« t 0800 hours , tho oncmy m·-dc -~nothe-r · .ttuim,t -to r.:ut our L of C ·::hich 
ho ntt:wkc:d with .. t·\11.k::..-:, fiP -gU!}S :md inf,ntry; th•..:s.; ·.·er(; based on 
the HEIJ.:OND -~or-. in ·which i .t ::·-r; reported. t)Y t thu t:".n··.l b1tnko were 
being mined, th~rcby showin"'· th:•.t 1;hc cne!ny ,:n:-, ,toto:cm:ined to 
del 'LY tr.e ::wcuring 01· the fIT(;.lJT fl ·t.nk by 8 r.o:r:·p~ ·u: lon~, '\:. po:;sible. 
TM.s :::.tt:lok c r,uscd furthc:c cicl-'ly, ·md ,mt·'.il,,cl r~ oJ:r,·mist:d :-.tt·,ck by 
501 RCT 'lSSist..:u. by 15/19 i, ~-4- ROY.J, 'i'..'.N(9- , .3TIY :mc1 ; 1'"lin Corps 
Huc1dqu:1.rtcr3 boing · l•Ut in to cll:·t·l· •:.nu r c - o_pc.m tho mnin axis thi:. 
they did suce0s:;1'ully ·..nd by 1100 hours , th...: flo·-:: o · tr"'ffic n :.-i.s 
nblc to eonbnuc. 

Tho s i t.u.'l tion "..S i·" r~· ~-rds Ciu· ,rds 1, 1·11 01Jr,1d Di vi n-5 on '\lld 43 
Div ision·::'\:::: th--.t the f'nl\·1b , l c:::!l truir 'li!l i.n i:.tr·.tiv..:: :,c\!c:J.ons, 
w-cr0 concr:ntr-!.tccl in "nd !:,OTl',r!T of NI.r. € GE~r ( Ol\i, Co!l!P' n.:-· 'i:. t (' :otor) 
n.'\tt~tlior.i GRENmn:1~ ,-;11 f.'T);") h •,vj\1.f' ~l '~·~'1f:~'!.·111J.:-· 1,Jmm :lJJ i;hc 1=-ost Office.: 

, . . f::hic.h ,,:,s 
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which \\"f.'.S believed. to cont:1.in c, snitchbox for the domolition of the 
bridges) , while 1 30 Infr-_ntry Bri -3·1.do of' 4-3 Di vision ;;·t.s due t o move 
up to tho 'NTJ~.:SGEN :u-o,..,. on the night of 20/21 Scpt e~bcr ,.rith -1 view 
to t."..king over the 1'TIJ:"]X;.;1J'T bridges oncu occurcd. 

GROUND TROOPS 

28. Tho enemy brid.gohc:-.c. in J>!LTI.!ZGEN, r,1hich wns subsequently 
proved to hrNe b.::0n in a very prcc ~rious state on the pr~viou.s night 
we.s r einforccl'i. duri!'lg t he hours of dc.rknoos by SS troops f:·om il.RNHEM: 
They took up :5trong positions in the hou.acs , nnd notably in the old 
fort just SOU'l'H of tho l'O:)d bridge, · which , together with n.nti- t ank 
guns, domin:i t cd the rou:1d:-.bout ··n<l other :-.pproo.chcs. 

Durinl3 the nizht -~ pl -m hn.d been m·t dc between Commanders 
G,_i::trds Arrr.our0d Di vision m d 82 US :\irbornc Division. 

J~t f irGt licht,' 5 Gu:.rili; \rrr.ot.rr·e:cl flrignde with under comm:md 
2 Bo:tt~:lion, 505 US P.ar nchute: I nfr.ntry R ~gµi!Cnt, .'.).s;jurncd rcsponsibili ty 
for clcr..ring NIJ~.rt'.£.EN prcp:\r:-,tory to seizing the brid.go. At t he 
snrne time, t hL (,OIDLlTREA' r ,;u,,KDS (~·ro•.1p of 32 r.un.rdn Briga de 1r.ov cd ove r 
to support 82 US · irbornc Di.vii:;.i.on on the RI GHT f l 'lnk. 

504- US .P·\r".'.chutc Inf .ntry Rc:r.imcnt wns thus f reed to under­
t ruce ar . .'.lss:.tult crossing ot· thl.i 'qiv cr :· .. v.L, ·:;F;ST of NLJ?!lEGEJll in '1rco. 
6864. The ,:rtil:l ur y ~;up port -..n(l. timing~: of both 1'oi·cos were co­
ordim. tGd so t in t ~lw bric1go~ r"~<~~,t be '.:\.tt·,ckod simulb.neously from 
both sides of the; rivur, 

At first light, 1 ·1ot01_' l'·ttt·, lion GREN.'J)I~R <nJ,\RDS with 
in suppo1•t t ~J1ks of 2 '.rr.oll.!'vd Ihtt:uion GRTmi\DIER Gu:uIDs i\nd :=m.ipors 
of 2 n---... tto.lion, 505 U'l ~ ".r--.d 1utc I :,.C .. ntry Ikf immt opern.t ing 1 '1rgcly 
f r om roof- tops , -proc...:"'<.kd with the l ,:,.borious t ::i.sk of clc;u-in~. tho_ 
tO\m tovr::.rds the ::.::outhi.;ri'l <::?ld of •Joth l>rid~cu. Before Ciorcc enemy 
r csist o.nco, tho · --..Jv ·.ncc. p r ocecdvd fron hou:::w to house, slO\dy but steo.~ily. 

l!c~whilc 504 US }?:\~·(.chnt~ Inf,1ntry R<.:1:d.rr.-0ntft ·tog~thor with 
two s g_un.drons 2 Armoured ,:-.. ·. tt·~lion IRISU GU ,IIDS Ytho ncrc to support 
them from t h€; SOU'l'H of the: r i ver , ware prcpn.r inr; for the h'.\zn.rdous 
t ::i.sk of ~m ass:.iul t c ro::;sing in d 'lylight, l!Jri.ny f 'lctors \·,ore ,'\gains·t 
them. The enemy lv·.d cxccl ll:nt obscrv:~tion from th1::: NORTH b:-.nk, o.nd, 
even a t the hour sul cc t,Jcl, the ctu:~·cnt di (l no t drop below t hr00 knots. 

At 1500 h our::; th0 •ts:J(1.ul t began. I n ora~r to pr event 
aimed fire during t he l :\t.mchlng rtnd cro5:.:ilig, tho limited ;-,,rtillcry 
support W,'.l.S .'.l.Ufimtmtcd by intun::;c T ,r,: :.\nd ~i. fire from tho IRISH GlJHnDS 
t ~.nks , which ~ 9o 1>. ttc1 \f>tcd ·, mr.ok0 ~crecn. Owin~ to tho wc:\ther, 
howovert the l ·.ttor ,•:,.:: not cf 1·cctivc ·,nd on c.ppro· ,ching the onvmy 
bn.nk the ri.ss['..ulting troops ,·10r0 1 .. •~t with h tn vy fire . This on.used 
very hH'.\VY co.sutl t fr.~: ·;nd. only -:. fr:•., of tho lv:.ning 1:!~vc r c:.1.ch ed the 
far bnnk, some in bo"\ ts ·m<l ~01 iC.: _,\'.'11.l :inp;. Dnspi tc this, a footing 
w~s ob t ;.dnc d :md ri. :;, ;~1:1 1 r\ri;;ch,:-~d 700 y·::c·c1s wii..1c : tnd 100 y.:1.rds deep 
,·,~s m."..int:\inod until th<> ~xriV'·'l of th" follow-up w."..ves , some of Ythom 
swnm the river. By 1800 hour:: t h i~, fore··· novod Z/\fiT townrds tho 
Northern end of tho NJ:r:· t'.C'Eh hr.i cJ •uz. The forrylne; of i.nti-tE-.nk guns, 
sto:r:cs and eguipt1L:nt bc:hi!lt'l. th1; · .:;;-;·.nlt :i.n('. fore~ :.·.:: :rnccessfully 
c!'\rried out b y G1 ~ 'r'i-=:lcl ~:qt.n1lron. 

Cofl'~nunic ,tion.~ b,.;t-,:._w, th,: t;-;o forces •;:ere not ~o.;)d, but 
."\t n.1 • ..;iroxi1"l:~t cJ.y ·11 J;.'i hom:s .,_ r c:!JJort i, .s rocci•,•,·1d li','tho C-RBN!.D::.f.ERS 
th:lt the !1mcric"..n l<'k.g couJ.c1. he scch on th-; f c.r cidc of' the bri dgu • 

. , . /This 



.. -

- sc· -

This subsequent:y turned o :1t to be tho :cail';:u y bricl{.;e but it served 
'\S a signc.l for the GF.Erl...Dt:E~, , ·:.-ho wor,c by then f i ghting on the 
qiproachcs to the ro , d hri,l:-o, to ftttcmpt rush b .ctics, 

id. 19 jO hot~r:; · t ·.n, · 11 f ore.::, includir~· tanks .:..i.nd infantry 
of the GIB:'U }L t3, .:i th .,or.c .. ? rmti-t.:mk guns ~wd ~s:i.J?pCrs of 14 Field 
~,quadrant cross<.:cl tnc 600 y:-•.rdn spm of t ile briC:,,e ~ d joined up 
Yti th the US r o.rn troops. 

The poni tion .;~l .; 30011 ~; tl' ,mr thLnuo by i.hr:; 1 ta.di tion of' 
tuiks and inf-mtry 1'ro1n thr: IR1.SH GU. lmS C',roup, . ~nc~ cy 2015 hours a 
closr: bridgohc:i.d ,:'l::i f'ixmly l,:.:bbJ.i;,h0d. 

F :lr into thu ni ht sr:,01.·Lt<lic fightinr co1,t:i.nuud on both 
oanks, ~it "'.l::;o on the bridge it.self r:hcr o ~nipcrs Y:.;"!:'C :.;t:.11 . 
firing i'roJY1 the r-i:r<tcrn :11, th<.: :'.1".1:J_i1.;~ ·3 , who ·:,c·r c ht.rriodly removing 
the ronplc ~u,r,ply oi: .durnoliti on ck.i•r•,. :J , \ihich t'\y~turiou:;;i.y, h!'.d 
n~v ~r bccr~ J'irC:u. Und,.r J•,;:, ~h tl u ro .. u:.-...y~ in the pic.;ru th<.:troclvc~, 
80 Gcr m~m prison,:i-:: ·::ct: r: "· k ~!\ b y tht; 0~-l'lJ'.J. ·:~ i'L'tir\ th~'ir p l :.1c c of 
hi<line in the d .. ,r:-.ol i. t ir•n c.l :'\lob ,r t; . 

::.t \,-::...; d nt·.r th· .t a COll!'.:idi.:J··.:."ol,.: ~:/l\ !T'i, of moppine up would 
ho.vc tc be dona on the 1oc:s.·1:.int of ?.1 : ,u1.-t...:1t'!bc .r bcfo.1·c: thv torm of' 
NIJj,IB~E:N co,J.d O,'} COl1oi,ll.')"":d .-:10· -r oi' ·C:11.!l ... _y~ . Fut one oi' th<.: most 
import:.>.nt bd.•J.1:,..:::. i,n l~ll.X'O:i L; iT l -~, . ... n ('' irt nrutl jJ ,➔~,.,_c+, ;_n t h1..: f:-.co of 
dcs!)..:r-.to r ,:,~1is t·inc •: by ~ vc·r :)· (.L t ... r·::1inGd ... 1w 1.1y, ':'lrir, ;·;•~s n 
m".gnificcnt ,~eh:;_,, ·1,:rncn'c bro\.wh t ·1ho ·,t by thl- · .e; ~ .• o!t6 , co brilli :mtly 
co- ordin".l t erl 1.ncl ux,;cut•,t1> n1· ' .1 • '.11•· r c!r: .',:c11tou..:-0cl .-.n•l 8::! lJ~J ,..iL·bo:cn.> 
Divisions. 

AIRBOHl'fJ•: TROOP J 

29. ( t'.) 82 us 

On t}·..: .1r• ' ,1i'.:.' fl i\Y. ,,-:·· ;o ~OrJr; , -.. -1.i.cn \'; b ~) l..l i,:,, 82 U'.;.i 
.1irborn~ ]J:i;; ~oiull, th.l': t:i 1,1iny !1.:.•l u u:.1.t ~• .-~1i!. tt '.,'.J ck;.,.d in 
some str~npth, · 

In t hl.' 1}•.EK 756o ,tr,,;<i.. thu v1 ;r1y r1.c.lJ. t; 1c J.i.ne of 729628 -
n s615 - "/1,/3602 ::ith · ,bOl.Jt ,. h :.H·Qio n of -:.n:r--nt:?.-y, some 
of whom "ur c.; <luti in "'n, L ::upJ iort,_,(\. hy t · r:!n .1 ·iJ.:;o dug in. 
·,m: ~ numb -r. of 88 1 lf!l , , z l:.; , T .,~tir.:u. •~v-conn." i.,..,-nct." 
h ".i'_ r upoi:-tcJ. t n·, t th l.,' )'I. ' . ..... · ,1 IJlOl'l- .r..v 1.y clir•g:i.lir: in in thu 
RETCH/, JD .-'0R1;f111 • ..;.· ... ,:· 7P.r;2, rmci. i t \. 'J "ll, r:t.0 ·..1:J th·it the; 
.;nc,:ny ·.-.-... .. ,. h\liJ.t~i'1,., u.J,, th,;r,: t,it.h · ·,i.,.- ~c., .;; t "''.1.14! :., countc r ­
--. t,t .er.: ·.·, i.!1r.:t o,u· t.l.C,dI il tr . 1· ... iH:lrl -..,y !j()5 - Jmunt. 
,3nr.ll nr,): ti ,:: <Yf t}~· . .;ncmy ·,l:.:o ·•tt c;, .. , t .)\J_; ,. d.,11.,nt .1.t 
t1iO.l';, j ,j.:BK, i:rtil<.: '.>('lC ·•i, ,i.Jn,:n l~·•.l C'or- 1 t r ruo ·, · : ·:tt · ekud 
by :;rn.-.11 p·,1:t'ics o.2 th..,; ...:nur:ly O; 't,r- t::n f:!'~m. '.:OOK 2 7251 • 
• l th01 1r; th0ti<.. .tt·.c!r.:,· · ,\;i.' ) h!..1 <l, th--:y ,\V('l,; troublt.:::lOHlO 

owin ~ to thu cloJ ,; n 1tin·u of -~h1.,; cumrtr;,. ·•J\tl -th,J f ' lCt 'th•,t , 
.;xcup t i'or q , _c',.i .c .1 -:1..;conn,1.:L;.··n(,),;, 1-h <· 1' .. . i•. 1·0· ,ch1..:3 to 
t h...: TR c ,,·1.u:.n 1,h:u:. ·rr · r .. :. 7/;1.)2 . . ,:·, i.~ .i.t 11i2,'icu1 t i'or 
our p , t 1·ols to ''O out "ml obi..:\iH in:Con ~tj ou. .1i1ui·thu:c SD11~ 1 

~is l· 1... • n Ul.:-.cribuJ .bovu, tl ,_ 1111..,: .iy ·\l :~c l- •vl c1 : !OOK -i. t 
,;h:i.ch ·-.;••t; :i.·~J?Ol't~d to 'bu •11 lJ' '\ur,"t:; O:!., 't.:!J 1 :.-:.c1.1"'.l\ R1J•' · JllL:rtt ::.i . 

1 t ·:. ·; ·,l..;o r t:11o:i:·tJ1l t it. t :~ ,<Jr- ·rn i -ricln-,. \'.":; b ,:in,.. built -'tt 
cnYX 7·1!.:.9 •.,1d ol1 · .• 'Old 1 p1:ob•l1)ly 1,,. 11:,i, • f'o~· :!'<-i nf'o,·cilr th.:: 
1.:na· y t'ot·c~ .• '1.lr ., ,.tl:r co11ctmtr :.b'i!. :i.Tl t h'" !<.ElCTr.:, J.J) :\rt;'\ 7852 • 

. . . /It 
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It wa s ostir:~toC. th:-.. t t..s the two villa.gcs of 1.100K E 7251 
and CUYK E 714-9 l ,\~' "\t the end. of the three ma in 
rcinforccrrcnt routes from GER::l\.NY tha t the 0n0TI\Y would 
reinforce in this area and hold on to these points, and 
this suhsoqu.ently p r oved to bo correct. 

To meet this thrc."\t , COLDSTREJ\i't GUARDS Group .f'rom tho 
Gun.re.ls Ariuour .;d Di vis ion \'!M put under coumand of 82 
US Airborne Divis:i.on. 1.rhis Division w::L:,; also further 
reinforccc1 ~y the r-.:la:tse of the po.r~chutc inf.'.JJ1try 
r cflimcnt which h~~d be en gu-u-ding th0 flf'IJZ.1EGEN bridge; whlch 
was now in procoss of bein,[.~ t a ken over by 130 Infantry 
Brigo.c.c of 1~3 J)iv iGion, 

(b) 1 British ilirbornc Division 

In the ;'.Rl\TI-JE' ,: o.r ea, 1 British ,\il'bornc Division were 
continuing to hol<l. r~ S!"'f.l] 1 tlivi siona l perimeter which 
controlled "- portior. of the NORTH b (Vl}c of the NEDER RIJN 
ncnr the: lJEVEJ\DORP Ft,rry 68 77 ,nd the wooded area round 
OOSTERBF,EJC E 69 7.7 • 

The situ:-1.tion ~·;c s becor:ri.ng ,tcutc n.s t he enemy hacl 
r einforced during thc,pnst two dr~ys :md it was o.ppar ent 
from prison0rs of \'lO.r thnt he wns bringing in gool1 fighting 
troops. Extrc1ccly he:wy fi,'.htine w.'\s e.xpcrieno0d. 
The enemy 1:1· ,{Lu :"l. sGrics of locn.l a ttacks pr0ccdeu. by he:i.vy 
mortnring 11.nd fire fi·om SP guna :-..nd, in some Cc\ses, 
accomp;:mi(::)tl hy t:.mks. !

0

,.RNHEM W:\S nm·; entirely in the 
cncny ' s hnmls. Tho bri~1zoho:'\cl ·,·:ns being shelled from 
the high .~round to the NORTH'. nncl tho ono111y were infiltrating 
through the / ,irbornc Divi:; ion1s line:s from tho samo 
direction. 

Co.su~l t ies of' tho i.ir Lnn LUng Brig~ule .mtl t h e two P~:ichute 
Brig:u1cs durine this poriocl wore hea vy i frora civilian 
r eports, it could now be .'\Ssur:1ed that only sm-lll olcncnts 
of the 1 British P nr t .. chute Brignde were opcr:i.ting. Thus 
the on0my' G rrA~.n r eaist~cc wo._s centred on ARNHEM in which 
it '"..,.~s report e d tha t h o h:'..d .300 SS, a numbor of p.-.r.:i.troops 
and 10 SF 88 mm guns. 

ThF.l ,'l.bt)vo :i.nfornn.tion ·••ftl confirmac1 by the Adjutont , 
Royal Engfnours, 1 .\ir'borno Division who tha t irorning 
had. crossccl the raver NEDBR RIJN \'i'EST of the :.RNiilil1 
bridge :i.nd h.'ld w:-tlked through the 0noL1y lines to the 
Hen.dqu::i.rtcr ::; of the Gtvtrds : ..r~our0,1 Division. He sr..id 
that the supply si tu"ltion, after the p,'1rti.::.lly successful 
r c-supplyinf; of' th(: Di vision °tly fl;, ko ta n.ircr-'tft on 19 -
September, ,·.ms ~dcqu,"\tc, He .k.n<m nothing of the supply 
si tu:ition 1.s r c8a rds 1 F·,rnchuto Bri ga.d.c, t'.s the Brigiiclo 
continm~cl ';o 1:>u isol-'l.ted fro:: t the Division. He 
emph".sisccl, how1,;vur, the Division1 3 resourcos wer e 
stretchet"l to the uttermost .:mu thut relief w~s vitttl 
within the next 24 hours if' -~ho Division , .... , u to r emain 
intn.ct .'\i;; rt f'i~~hting forr:ntion. 

( c) 101 US ;.irbornc Di vi:,; ion 

The Divi sion continued. to m:.cint:-1.in its hold on nodal 
points ~ong .30 Corps L of 0. At ZON the oneTI\Y had 
a tfa.cked l>ut h:\.c.1 hc;.:11 rcyt!.lscl1. 

• •• /The sitUD.tion 
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Th•,; situ· ,tim1 r\s r ur· .r~l.s -my n•P.jor onc,:zy- threa t to t ho 
r·o:r.rjs ''.xi..; ,w L L of C ,.,'\G not ·~t t hi8 st:t,.~13 'i.);pr:.r cnt, 
:s .Ltho,.J.['h 1t \' · , .J k110,·.•r. th~.t ., coru::idcr.blc f orce of 
t he .;;nci•ZJ r,,~ c.st ---1.l i ~i'lcd to the r,'.E~'l' of t he O..\'.:is. 
Thi::; ti1r0"'!.t, bo·;:cvc..!·., i t ww hot,cc1 ,-;ould be met by 
the t wo fl"\nkinr- f ornr.tions, 8 :.-i.nd 12 Corps m~Jcing r ~ther 
:r.-0.r.:: r"1r J.<1' p:ro[ 1•1.;S, thr.n they h :-..d in t he pr.st, v,hich h -:i.d been 
slo,·, 0Y:i!1"; t o t k? difficult n:.tur0 of the count,ry. 

AIH SlJPT'ORT 

30~ fb::. wo·d;h.J:.· ··.n,:. t he :," 'l~tc.n::mcc lift for r o-~u:pply of 
1 Britfoh ,·,irbo:::·nc Di vi.i.;i<.m k .:.pt th.t", number of sorties dovm to 259 
of which 18·1 wer G ,ur .:-ly :•i~h t c r op,~r~tionn 1 r"l.ir covor ~nu 

\ 

• 1,11 

T· .ctic-- ' i. r:ocom, :i •;~· .nc,1 p roclucccl li ttlo of v1.l.lue both 
i:iccn.tIBe of l ,;,cl v~ cil:,il ity ·\r!t.1 t hr; "r9hibition on flying rl.1ring 
;;d.rborno ,,h·op::; . J;'..tcr th:io 1:· "' its offect~ :u:; it 0n ::i.bl0d thu 
cne::,y to conccntr.to f orcvfJ y; .;rr ":nd ':1E$T of the uis of ~dve.ncc 
with "- vie·.; to :·.-!:hckinr :~nd. uiJ.c-upting tr"'l.ffic on it. "''"' (I,( ~1... 

c ... · J 
tJte Ufe - £re.a ,) 

t<Ay-,,, ,,~J.. kJ(lf -1 /.J<'" 11, ,/,. ~ tlfo r"f."/ rl--.~ 
31. On tho HI GH'r, 8 Oor1i r; l,;.:.J. s<.;curcd ,i.Cr~L X 4-297 &tnd Hl-.J.10NT 
K 4 79 7 1·oth of rJ d.ch y·o1·u Ashort of the DUTCH frontior. Opposition 
by th0 cnc:ny \•;:_,c ::;tubborn, -md it -.•:··;, thouJ ht thf1.t IIEL:.IDND \%\S 

he l <l in r;trc ngth ~lY t :mk:..; ·mt1 ,5'1.r,pors ,•,ho •w~re mn.nnine the E~\ST 
1nnk of tl l~; c ~m:c..1. 

be tween 
~'.'EST in 

AA)t> er 

On t he LEFT, 1 i?. Cor,p~, inrl r.o.in0J. t~1c. line of the ron.d 
3B1 r;, ~:nd. 3010~ ;.na. h~•l. •.·uport.,c,l s tii'f opposition from t he 
th.J =-:.r,, ·, ./E:3T of 3002. 
I ~ ( L, ,/II"' I'< ./ 1 0 /l ,, -/ 4 It. LJVl>Ot,J U C,. 
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SECTION 8 

)0 CORP:3 OPERnTI JNS 21 SEJ?'l'EJffiER 

GENERAL SITUATION 

32. \Jith t h<. c .:1.pturi:; of' the NIJ. !!TI-EN bridge int•'\.ct ;~nd a 
decrease of oncrr.y ~cti vi -ty SZ ">f NTT '.F.C-EN E 7062, it wa.~ hopecl that 
,_ quick break. out fro!·1 U,o lini t ct"i bd.c.lr,ehcn.d :,.crosn the f\TEDJ~R RIJN 
wou.1d be i.1chievod. 

The un~uitnl)il i·'.;)· o:· t ne country botwccm the rivers MAAS 
:md JllEDER RLJl'i for t "nks 11" .1.:(. H: :ir-;p0~-t1 tive t h:1t more inf~ntr)r 
wore brou,1ht up. 'fhiz cnd'lic't ... d \ '.'i th o:ssen-tiul m'1int eno.nce up 
::1.YJ.d down tr~fic plu::.; 8-..;jJµ o ·d:in.J: ~.r..l"i. !-., ·.1rtillory, all of which 
were urgently !'cq~ircc. i.1. tl ~ fo\~,."' t'd ,'.rCI'\.~ . 

Thu thrt:nt to i:hv i:m·_p:-. 1- of r, \T:.s not ·tt this st·.tge serious, 
a lthou~h e. crm::;icler :'l.wJ.c i'cr~•.; of· the remrumts of the 15 C-crm!m Arrey 
wer e tliroa t eninz ~ t r:.:-o:n th:.? •,:ir:,T. 

33. The t · .t;kr; t ll:·.t \·:crn p:ivcn to l'ornntion~ of' 30 Corps o.nd 
units unde r corran:\n<l for 0t,or1.tions y;cr o ·.:.s followr,; : -

( i) En:-.:urc security of ~o·:i.u b ridge over i{ ·:il .. fiL t1.t 
NLT'1~GEN J~ 70c;2, 

( ii) ,',·:v·1.:1c0 0,u--lit:. t :!_K,c.;ili l o 21 f~c;ptcniber n.t mu:imum 
speed to a r '""' LRN!Tl!.Y 1,: 7575 continuing with t-.s k given 
·in 30 Corp:.; "Jpr.rn'!:;io:n In{{truction Nur.1bcr 211-, vidc 
""·,.,. ... ,.r n::pr- 3 t .., \ i:,. ,,,t T " "cl tl··o b :ri.l'lr.in"' ~risi st-.1'• .. '-'..o • -'-!-;): "' - • • \ .., ; ' ~• ) :...i, t ~> .. L · 0 ',.-.;,; 

nncc to ·1 fr1,c rnv ~)ivir; ion. ·1,:--.in rucis of :1dvancc 
NIJHl~GEN E '/06'; · · 1,'.J,O:~~·;;.;r-r 7167 - li.IlNHEM ii.: 7575 ; 
opcr.~,tion,'.l t·~·· f' ':i.<; ~w\,· •:1.-io U:'lL; ro:·J NI:r:.n::G.EN 
E 7062 - .F:I.S'.i' 7070,. If s'trong opposition jl".et, 
r,u'~r b .1:;rourvl Di •;l3:i.on will rr.:-.kc Gvcry effort t o fon 
uut :.Rl::l'.1' --:nt'l r v·ich :!'{G'D3H nrnr :.Lr er ''if.ST of : . .RNHEM 
to rr,~kc ccn',.,·,1,t ,·,:i.'wh 1 .'.irhornc. Divi:,i:Lon. 

( iii) COI.D~TRE:.. 1"', r _,D,i ::coup re: · .in in support €'2 US 
;,ir1r'!:'nc 1)1,.·-' :.lnn ·, ntil r rJl 1.n;vcl by CorJl" h,1•1dquo.rters . 

(b) 43 Diviaion 

( i) .Rcli.:'tr; · ... •:J :;E cm, ":jJfJ r1;~1pon:;ibi1i ty bri1lgGs GHAVE 
E.2~3 · nil (:7(0 u r l l...,f;t r o0r;:iJ,J.c . .'\ -8 :.oon 'i.:I o.v :ri.htble, 
:'.<1U'\11ron 10t·n1m·,:i.~·:;·,nc.c to opor- t c .:'.E:")T from GRi,VE 
62~3 ·,r, · ., 

( H) :;Gn<1 ·cwo b-...-!;-:·u::_r):it. 1 ,30 :ir;.,- ,,' (.; to ·•~-ibt f';tnrds 
_.,,.. :"UJ"• ·-": l}iv-:i f ; L,,n i;o c:l r:'lr up ,1.c_:~~T p'•::.·t of NIJJ,II~GEN 

E 70'>2 .. n,l 'Lo ;=1•:f''J.L'<'l 1·:-.i1,,...-,y i r:i.(l [;C 7063 
,\i.l·Lo.~·nc Co,·1i,-1 r <ri•;;:;b;l1 to 'l :;i,iot th:L~ by 
CH•.v .vr)· 1t·.i.n,· ·tn :;ci:-u !-!Ut<'l'H ond of this 11l"illgc. 

( iii) ,dV~1ll<.;•; ' ;-; ' iUUll . • s ,i.)O::i,il•lt.: · .. •F.f i'r of G-u ·ir ds ,-.r!W1Jl'Cd 

1)ivi:,ion ·~o· .. Lr•l:; NB)Bi{ lU,nl to · ;;,<;ist 1 ,'.i r'Lorno Division • 

• • • ( iv )/Bounru,ry 

........ 
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Bormc1.,ry between Gu.'lrds ,\ rmouroc1 Division ruid 43 
Division, when the l a tter r\rlv.<tnce, · w:i.11 be, inclusive 
43 Division, line of r::i.ilwa.y from NIJHEGEN to 
NEDER RIJN a t 7176 subject to n:x:is rights mentioned 

. pr:.ragrn.ph (a) (ii) :.bove. 

Concentr:ato rer.-,:i.inder Division, a s it arrives, in 
nrea astride road from bridge 6760 i.oolusive 
GR!,VE. 

34. By the- I!lorning of _21 September , elements of the 5 Gunrds 
;.rmoured Brigr.do less ·;n:::rm GUARDS Group, which wc.s still gu~uing 
the GRAVE bridge, were well csto.blishcd on the NORTH be~k 0£ the 
R V!AAL nnd were prcp:u-cd to push on ,·.1. th maximum speed to 11..RNHEi'ii in 
relief of 1 Airborne Division. To ensure LEFT fl~nk prot~ction, 
2 HCR sent out patrols to OSS E 4754 - s ' HERrOGENBOSCH E 3246 
nnd also from GRAVE - UDEN. These patrols reported th::i.t the ene!T(Y' 
were passing throU3h TIEL 4268 nnd tho.t they were withdrawing E.AST 
,'.llong the NORTH bank of the R. 'i{lJJ..,. It w~s. no,1 u.pparcnt thc.t the 
enemy were well ost"',blishcd in tho a r e2~ NORTH ancl SOUTH ·o"f EI.ST, 
which they appeared to be holding in strength. About 20 t a nks 
had been r eported by To.ctic~l Reconn~issMce to be rroving in a 
southerly direction in the direction of JJINHEM, ;\. prisoner of war 
fro~ the Proi.zer Jaeger B~ttalion s t a t ed tha t they h~d no orders to 
attack but marely to dig in in the ELST area., ru-id it w::i.s now o.pps.rent 
thd the enamy \'Jas determined to prevent 1.13 renching ARNHEi!.. 

An a.d.'ded difficulty was tho.t tlthough it lHc1, been confirmed 
tha t the rc.ilway cridr,o ·:msT of the NLJi.iEGEN rond bridge WAS ~ Class 
40 bridge, owing to 0n.omy :-i.ctivity directed ?,~;dnst it from the NORTH 
be.nk, it w:1s impossible to get trnffic on to it. The etpproo.ches . 
were weakened .und blocked by diso.blcd·t.:1nks and vehicles; a 
oonsidernble ~ount of' work ,·.rould have to be done befor e t anks could 
be got across . This wn.s .undertaken by Cor:ps 'l'roops RE , 

During the morning, 130 Infantry Brigc.do of 43 Division 
h<.1.d t aken over the r esponsibility of holding the GRAVE bridr,e u r cn from 
the r.'EISH GUi.RDS Group. 214 I nf:'.lltry Br;i.go.cl.e Group of the 43 Division 
wn.s to cross the river by the r r..il\:'-'.1Y bridge:- over the R i;~l\J,.L o.t 14-00 
hours tho.t ::u'ternoon. :i. s qum1ron of 4./7 DPJ.GOON GUARDS crossed 
the road bridge, the c.:pproc.chcs to which lu:.d, by. this time, boon 
sufficiently strengt hened to t r.::ko t ~nks . 

The previouz night 5 Guarcis Bri g:--.dc) with the IRISH GU;cRDS 
Group nnd 153 Field Rcrriment , h~d ~s tablished a close briJgcheatl in 
the :in111:edia te r.trcfl. a t the NORTH encl of the NLTI:i.i,;;GEN bridge. 

By 1230 hours, 130 Infr>,ntry Brigacl(.) of 43 Division, less two 
companies of 4 DORSETS, hacl. t nkcn over the NIJBEGEN bridges from 
5 Gutrds ;,rir.ourccl BriA~clc Group. The a.isposi tion bf 1 30 Brigade 
w;-~:3 thl\t 7 rt:.J~~s were rc~ponsiblo f or the Southern exits nnd 5 DORSETS 
wore respon::liblc for the Northern cxi t s . 

By 1300 hours , the IRISH GU.\Jms Gr oup of 5 Guards ,\rrr.oured 
Brig:1de W,"-O clcploycd ~s fully <1s the 001.mtry vroulcl perrni t, :\g,,in$ t o.n 
enemy who ,·,rt.s f'ir;ht.ing stubbornly in the .:u-crc SOUTH of FJ,ST ancl who 
had sited ~ stron."'. nnti-t·:nk screen just NORTH of th<:: bridge • 

• , . /Progross 
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Progress by the armour ,.m.a slow r:.s it n:1.0 compc11ec1 to 
keep to the rood which iJr!J)oGocJ. upon it o.clvri.ncin~ on a one tn.nk front. 
Not onl y h:.'.d this ro1cd deep clltchoQ on hoth sid.cs, thc:;rcby preventing 
deployment off it, but it w.'.:ls ttlso r o.isccl ;l.l?out 6 feet :'lbovc the 
surrounding country.side. 'rhus our t:o.nk3 Y1erc .1 perfect target fo:-
ene!!'.y 88 rnms, 105 o;..:.: :".l~(: Ti6er tanks ,7hu h£~d t· r:.1e,2 !l vcrJ strong enti­
tank scroon some 600 yards off' tho ro:1.cl on the RIGHT fla nk in the 
area of RE!3SEN s.tation. To liquido.tc thi::i t:J.nk screen, the \'/ELSH 
GUARDS Group .ttttcrrrptod to got round on the UFT flruik but the country 
did not cllow this mu both the '.':ELSH "no. IIH.SH GU;-JIDS Groups lost 
a number of t~nk... The nv!lil "..ble :1.rtillcry support w-a~ limi tcd 
to ono battery firing ~Lt .... _ t:bK,, ·.:; only ·, lir:!itcc1 .~aunt of 
r.rtillory could b6 got forr:::i.rd up the L of c. . In ".ddi tion, the 
canto.et CA.r, which w~s allottoc1 to thq .IRISH GU ,RDS Grotr.i.), f".ilcd 
to contA.ct the squn.dron of Typhoon:s in suppo::-t o,·::i n::. t0 fe..ul ty 
communications between the VHF set ·:nd the ,-:i_jrcr1:.f't ; thus the t.'.\nks 
l~cked vital ,support ft t :t cri_ticr,l p0riocl of the 1Y\ttle. By lnst 
light the pcss·ition w:::i.s little chango<l !'.ncl or,ly ,~ sli~~htly enl::trged 
bridgehcnd wt>.s held by 5 C,u1.~rds Ar1r.our0(l Drir,;i::.<1c Group. Monnwhile, 
129 Brign.de Group ru~d bocn n:oveJ up ctnd hr.<Lbecoin9 -,,v<lih,blo to ~trengh}hen 
th0 bridgehe~d, ii' rcquirud1 c ::rrly r~orning 22 :September., 

AIRBOR}.t"E TROOPS. 

35. ( l.'.) 1 British ;.irhornc Division 

There v:a.s ~till littl1; d<:1finite 11eY:s ~.1-out the Division 
v:h ich conti.r.uvLl t~, hold a Di vis ion:·.l por::.1:1ct er of .':\.pprox-
il::~ tcly one r:1ile 1,y h~f n. mile centred ~m 1-L'.ltTl::S'!'RIN 6978 botwe~n 
the river ::tnd thta: high :3rouna. to the NO!!Til of it. The 
enemy, u:ost of ,,-;hor.i norc no,-; confirr..(!<t to b li elm:-.cni::; of ·9 
SS Division, were shelling '\nc1 rnortn:ci.n,'.1' the po:.;i tion n.nd . 
this w..'..ti follo,,·\.lc.: up by loccJ . ..,_tt··.cks d,i.ch were: C'.\\.1!:lin~ heo.vy 
cosun_l ties. : /,1 though th1,; n trcngth of the 1° .\.irborne 
Divisio_n wns consitlere.uly rc<luccL1,. they 0ontinuod to inflict 
he&vy c~th"-1 tiqs on the Cc,;rw·ms. 

Owing to the contr:\.ction of the _J)ivisi.on:-..1 perimoter c ~use<l 
by repc<>.tcd encr.:y ::'.. t bcks, tht~ cti vi:::iom.l .Pio.I ,1 Drct1;,ine 
Str~tion ,·:us 'llso being ~belled ·md hit ny the emurny~ This 
continued until the ,;.osistnnt Director of j,"~(i.io,~l ~o:rviccs 
of the ,\irborne Division_.tlrovc out ·in ~- jcc,p -:u111 c.lcinandcd from 
the Gcrnn.n Camra:-.11Llur th".. t tl-li~ ce."..sv. Thc.. Gcri:1-u1 Conr.anclcr 
grnntod thiG conct)snion nnd r'.lso •i.llov:e,:. cur ;ju1.;9s to fu-ive 
out ana collect :::) rlGtV' .. l tiei,; ~.-:id thorc<cfJc...;r ,::V!"l.Cttrttu t!'lcm 
into the l1J'~{F.J~ hospi-t: ,1. It is of' intt.:,~cst to :note thn.t 
both British mc1 Gor:"nn 01\SU,'\l·tios v:crc 0v::i.cuo'.\tul :m ·J tru.'\tcd 
irnp.'lrti,uly in .th:i.n Brl tish li'iclcl Dx·cs:.dng :.\b.t~ .. on. 

In 1'u.1lN!-IE~:; i tscJ.f, which by t?iis t:i.mc \ .,,r: (:ntiruly controlled 
by the cne,:iy , elements of 1 ...,·:rr\chut~ T\rj.~, clc ·.•:er© continuing 
to snipe tho C,1..:-r::r:ms_ but t h-:.y weru 7· rlu·.1lly l)ein£ n:oppcd 
up. At 1700 hours ,· the f'crry ·1.i; HEVR:noRP 6B7767 hiid 
1)CGn c :.ptured 1,y tho cno'!'.'ly ' ill(:. thus ·-:..11 link;; to the Southern 
side 01· the river Ylor0 cut. 

'1.'hroughout th0 <1; .y, 6l1 • .i.ii.,,diUT:l R0:-hi~n t fir,)d in support of 
the c.1ivi3ion cri.u.:;ine the ,;ne::.y h -.·~vy C'H:iU'\ltii;s . 'rhe 
nssist·1nc0 ":.nu :1.cc1.irr,t c fir(~ l>y th:i.s r,..,r,i : .cnt \Vr'I.S of the 
grc:>..tcst v:iluc · ~i.nd r cti ocu. th<:i mol"l) o of' the troopG 
oon~i<l.cr·.h.ly. · Durint' th1c: thy it \, ·.~; of not1) th" t the 
d.."iv:i.sion c1cstroyoJ. 15 o:mc!.iy t-inkn. 

. •. /;~ t 1 714. hou.r3, 
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.~ t 171 J •. h~ur:; , "~;out t-.:o "thi:cc1s_ of the Poli:-;}-_ Pr.m.chut c 
~ri:"· ,c.c ·.: ,.r •. :ro:~ vd in t he .:~<-°'.l. i'~,. ·~.11.<1 NORTE of EJ:;1T 
7070. 'l'bu "'.rop took pl:·.oe n<;".r9r to EUiT, and. hqt;icy the cnorny 
posi tionc, th·m n"~':l i ntended owins ~ hc~vy ene1-:.y fl~. 
Thu r c ... ul t of t hia Yr .. , trnt the P£>lish Pnr 'lchuto &ig:tJ.c 
s uff cr0c. ~ number of c':'.3\.1•"..l ticn end ' 1. t took· time to collect 
.'.lnd concc.:ntr".tc thcr.~ in the ~r1;.'.\ f ron: whic h t hey were to 
cro;:;s t o r1.,inforc o 1 Bri ti:;h ;,irborne Division. i-.s h'ls 
r,J.ru·,dy b0Gn n·,rr~tcd, the ;,_djutant Roy~tl Engineers 1 
Airl.!orm} Div .si cn hr.tl. s0.iu thnt help rm.mt r c",ch the division 
Y.1. thin t·,·w n ,:;xt ?4- hourc otherwise P,e; fen.red th1.t :u, r. 
f i!:;htint t·or c:i.tion it wouLl cc:-.sc 1.0 0xi ..;t. Food .:md 
~UTir:n.mition ·;mru --1·,i n in short supply due to the cliff'icul ty 
of ,lrop1:,i n ~~ these con·:otli ties into a droppins zone which, 
of nccussi-ty, h "..;;1. to be :;ifou. in :en unsuit'tble nr cu , ... i.thin the 
n,uch contr,ctc,.;l. DiviGionn.l pcrirr.ut er . 

(b) 82 US ;,frborn1.; Division 

Owinr t o the 1-, • ..._,1 r:·:nt.hor, the l •~J.inc: of 352 G-licler Infrmtry 
R<; .. i.-.cnt h· u :-.g~in t o be po:Jt 1>oncl! . This \',"15 "- co.use for 
,"..I\xiety, · r: ~lthough th0r c Y:',S ll lull in thi::; -u-c:,. following 
un'.Jr.':f ·• t t · c ks on 20 3cpt.:.ral?Gr, ov iclcncc; from o-:p tured r.i:l p 3 

<m,! clocurr,.:mtG :;ho\·;cd th--t it w~.s evident th:-.t t~. ') enemy h rtd 
:::.pp1."oxir.:·'.. tely th,: ec:uiv,.lent of tno Homo G-u:u-<l Divisions in 
the REICH· .. ' .LD POrnsrf ''-t-C"... Thu.·:; , "'.lthough these were NOT 
f lrst cl:~2•; troops , ti10:· f ormuc! ::! thrv 1.t :.~'linst our RIGHT 
fl·mk ,·1h:i.ch could not b6 ignored, _;_r:cff."(lingly, the 
CO!.DSTnE.~.: GL ;'1):--; Group continuod t o OJ'C:.ra t c in support of 
o2 .,irborno Division in t he ·1r c;c. 3E of NLJ:1\E(,.'EN. 

( c) 101 US :lirhornc Divi,;ion 

The div i::;ion continuocl t o c:u-ry out it~ t :-.sk of protcctinn 
tho L of. C. Th0 15/1 ~ H rcNcrtoJ. to th,.: cO!Tli:1".nu. of 11 
:.r mourcu Divisi on. :::nchlY p:>.trolz ·,-m!,·e n.ctivtJ durin:~ the clay 
-'.:.nu. -:n-:...ny 1:1inor ,:;ncount -::rs lhJ t :.Jccn pl· .cc. The onci:,y ·:n3 
opcrutinr_: in p:::..rti1)S of ·•J1out ''- b 'ttt.~ion ::; tr0n(;th, imd the 
ntrongth of our forc0s ,3u·1.rd.ing the L of C ·,7cr c not stron3 
enough to u..::,~-:.1 _ ,lcci:::ivdy ,,·ith the <.mcr.y. 

AIR SUPPORT 

.36. ·::eo.ther :'!.nd. nece.3.sit ~,; for 'iir lift again kep t thf} number of 
sorties do·,·m ·t.nd ' l tota l of 259 -.-mro flo,,n of Y:hich ·181 r,er e purely 
fi.ghtur operution::i , D.ir cover ::n{l :::up-pl.ios. The r.iotivitios of· T!'.ctic•1.l 
Ri:,conn£tiosancc wer 1; limi t ea. ovi.nr~ to b r.id vi::iibili ty '.md b eca use further 
impending '1-irbornc opc·cation::; pl :;_ced ·\ scv e;r c r estriction on their 
u::;c. Throur,h l o.ck of T'lCtic'll ~cconn(\i ss,~nco , th(; enemy's t o~.·rtry 
cut to the n\.'lin a.xis in the VE&'lliil. E 4-737 :u-1.:n rn~::; not ~potted bcfor eho.nd. 
When the cut w":, spo t ted, 30 Corps :1grecd to the unusual proccf..c.rc of s tr[lfin 
on recognition Y:i thin the; bomblinc. '.l.'hiD H<'-S ::iuccc::isful :md only one 
vehicle co.:.m~l ty of ot•rs •:1~'\.s r C}?orto<l. 

ENEMY ACTIVITY 

37. A ooncidor'lbl'c nnmbc:r of i•ic 109:..; :md F°l'i' 190c op(;r1.t..:d over the 
NIJ?.IBGEN ei.roo. durin,.. the ''..i'tornoon cf ,;:hich ·,::o w,.:,re ~.hot down, ono be ins 
cl a.imed by 30 Co:rp[; Light t--nti- .',ircr:u't C',uns. 

FJ.JJiKS 

.•.. /to 
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to a line roughly EAST and WEST of EINDHOVEN. Reports from both 
in<iico.ted that the enemy was fighting vary h~a., and thn.t he was 
defending every important to,,n and villac;e, nnd ,•.~-s ::'Cfusing to give 
ground unless pushed out. Thiz, coupled with the 1:ick of :ro~ds, blom'I 
brid~es and restricted :treas for deployment, hn.d made tho role of 
f l ank protection to 30 Corps difficult. 



-
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SECTION 8 

30 CORPS OPER,, TI ONS 22 SEPT:Z::·.'iBER 

.... 

GENERAL SITlL?Imr° 

39. It ,;;a s now 'iPP'.J.rc:r.t th:~t once .1. junction h '.:!.cl bcc_n ma.de ·,rith 1 
British Airborne Divi::;ion ~1 ::~s-,ul t cros!:i~ o~ '.:'- l ~xgc scale would 
h~ve to be undcrt~Jcen. 

The e:xisting b ricl..gehc"l.d , :-_3 hclB. by 1 Br-lt:Lsh : .irborne 
Division, wns sr::1.ll , Although it ·.nn hopod to- f erry reir.forcements 
a nd sup-plies o.cr-os!j to the :. irbornc D:i.vbion or. the n:i.cJ~t o:' 22/2.3 
September, it y:c.::; rnorm thd grcn t difficulty 1..-oulc'. be cxporicnced g0t tin_g 
up :md l ::i.unchin~ ei tncr :-; torr:: bo"l.b i , 'l.S3':\ult cr::>.ft or ritilC!s , Thus the 
nw:nbcr of r oinforcer:.cn_b th~t could 'oe put a cross· in the hourG of d~k­
ncss w~~ - limited by the difficulties of launching ~d lo.ck of cr.u't. 
Tho turn :-..1.round for cr :u't bct\·.rccn the NORTH and. SOUTH h~,nk was hnl:f nn 
hour. T~.king into ~ccount ~-11 the~;.; f r,cto:cs, i .t. u n :..; c.ppa ront tho.t 
an r:ssa.ul t crosninc; in r_nothcr plfl.cc a nd out of :.:-~ nee from the enemy 
fire might ho.vc to bo unc1.crbkcn. 'fho or:Lr,i.n~! Corps plm of securing 
the •. :,RNHillJ brid9:e:: .... nc us inr, ~-ts onvironMcnts for n quick brook-out 
could not now be und...,rt.~kcn, :-::s th(., c.mci:;y wore fir~).y us t ablished in 
~"i.ID.fflM i tsclf, n.no. th<.. n-round to the NORTR '\ncl NE o.i:' i,.; . 

· .ii.ccorclh1:,J.~,, the orir,in·u Corps diruct i Vt", to thrust right 
through to the ZUIDET! ZEJ,; , ,..-:Lth the G-uarcls . cr1:-:me.'ui.l f)"ivi :___, ion 10€..d~ a nd 
4-3 :ind 53 Di.visions hold:i.nc~ the J1i r:;h :cround -1.:;o th1, ;~f'RT!: of /·~!<NHEM, h{>_d 
of necessity to l:0 r~Ddificd. .rhc Corp;,; ,,:,::. no--., ordered not to 
0stabli.sh it~clf NOnTTI of' iJ:>ELDOOI't-1 Z 780.3, nncl ·;;hi.; ,·,us to be held by 
the Gu:ird::; :m:·.our3d "!):i.vision v:i-;;h l.i-3 Divisicn obt:;j_ni.ng a firu bridgehead 
b::-..~od. ·on 1:.RNHEJi. I n -·,enor-:i.l, the ci tw:i:don ·.-r.i~ "t:1:1t tho on0my \\',".3 

detc.:rnined to prvvl!n-t our rcinfo:ccinr; - 1 Britfah i.irllOfl.le Divi:::ion, md 
n t the s,'ll'l\c time would prob·.bly continue to p.c:c::i.3s t:ic Corps L· of C, ther eby 
preventing -much n0ocl.c d r c inf'orcc~ont:J ::.ncl 1:~""tintonancc requirements frm:', 
being brought up. 

TLSKS 

4.0. The bsks ~~not tccl to 30 Corpo fo:.::::·1tio:1s f or 22 Sopteubor 
were ,':i.s follows :-

( i) 'Po ;-1!·.tint:'.in its pro::;o"r'\t pos itions .,nc.. rest for 48 hours . 

( ii) To r c. ccc .. 'EfiT of th1_; ro'l.d to .!~:.~..£::, '.'md. in the 
S ' HERTOGEir10SCH ·•r G·t. R~:ccc ·:··::; -2.l sc t o "he undert nkon 
fro~ the G.fi,.VE n r lJ'!. on bo-th :::;idc~; of tht:: u-~:i.n o.xi::; of 
.:cdv<1nco. 

(b) 43 Divizion 

( ii) '.1'0 : , ... k~ cont.-~ct with 1 dritit·L _:irhor,tc l'livision 

(iii) 'rhc; .ROY:,L N"..::Ttn,:m .rm~: nri ~•;r:i.do to t "'hi ovl'.!:r clnse poi.•j::.et•:r 
~,n<l. t he dci't:nco of tlw ]H.l r• .. :1 ·1:n\ ·1,.1: .i ,h:,, 1ut<l.f!;t: CO!:dr•:ind 69 
I ;::i· , ·ll#" ":')"" ·. ·, - .. rlL:. 
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· ( c) 69 Infcntry Brit:'.\do Groun ( 50 (N) DivisionJ.!. 

( i) To relieve 130 Inf'nnt:-:-y 3rigr~c.2 Gro>J:9~ 4.:,5 Division, of 
all bridg e r-0sponsibili tic~ of :Jrcr;:;i:'l.gs between 
NLJ.hlEGEN ·i.nd GRAVE. 

( ii) To o.ssumc cor.i.lll:mcl of tho HOYAL i\'"ETHEHLiJIDS Brigade 
for tr1.:-:ks shown ir1 (b)(iii) a~::)vc, 

( d) RA wa s to be gr ouped on Oorp.s level in support of 4-3 Division 
opcrQ.tion. 

( e) Air support by Typhoons c.lld bombers , _,3.3 to he i".::.::.•;:ictcd 
against the enemy on the HOUTH bo.nk of the :T:IDJ~:-. R.IJN \'.'EST 
of /.P,NHEM. 

GROUND THOOPS 

4-1-. At fu-st lit.':ht, P·"'-".:-rolu of 2 HOR. C}' ,_..-;,_ ; · .: <, (.:n th0 iJE~~T flank of 
our forces ostr..blishcd ir1 th~ REEK E 5851 :n·.-: •. 7'"" c:1 :Jd f:nc SOUTH bank 
of' the NEDER RIJN in a rou 6876 nnd 1.Jy 0800 hc·.r.·~ l,n , lin<of1 up ,:,i.th 
0lem~nts of thu Polish P~u-achuto Erig:idc, who ·:.n ·0 1 =: l_'.~- •_.,., :' . .-1. the nrca 6775 -
6774. In c3fo.blishing them~clvcs in this .:::r·c'\: :rY'.·~ w,e rr[ the e.'.'.rly 
morning mist h,tci beer, m1..dc to r,ct o. squadron 0::1. ~n i ~.; ubjcctivo. During 
the oournc of the cb.y, th:i.!'", squl'l.dron continu,:, ,:i_ to 3 t.ntl :)·'..c): a crt::uor.. of 
valuable inforr::a.tion to Co1~_p{; : nt ouc v0rioo. i;hl.J : . .:.r -Ct:}1 tho Corps 
artillery on tp t:u-gots p:\ssod to t.he:1:1 i)y isol :.~t ,.. : .r·d;roopa in .'J?NHEH. 
At nnother p0riod durinr, the cfa.y1 t:1.oy obscr•,·dci. -i : \l,i Jr.er flying the 
German fb.g and towin~ f'our bru::3as . They sig:vi:..J.1:,1• th'lt ·they were 
rr.anoeuvrir,g into ::. i'wour~ble position to en;.;:-i.r o, : hortly :•.f-:crw::trcls 
cr.r..o the sign::tl - 11Sto:--.mor il f'.t"l-:crcc. - three 1;".::c;,J:. s-.;.:·. :i lh ~k went the 
sign.".l f:rom the Gul'!.rd.3 ;·.n::ourcd, "Coll[~rl'..tulntio::1-::; on b:.·D.J.il'..n·~ n"1vo.l. 
action. 0p l icc r:n:i.n b:r .. ~cv. 11 '1:Lcy d.io.. 

: .1e:;m-:rhilc; , ··tt 0830 h.our:l l;.3 Divis:i.on r,tt~.r';.,d .. ,; -,;i, 214 Info.ntry 
rlrir;nde with the ob,icct of or:J~llcing out f'rom tho cix:.,.,,1·:l:;: · ,-:iclgehcc.d -.. 
eut::.blishe<l. over tho n '7a·;.r, ; ou1)scc_ucntl:r -~:i•.:j' •;:er.., -~o · c-...:.r <J the road 
l eading from NLT..IBGEN to 1·,..1~ff1E .. ,.: vi~. EL'-;T. ..'b :·:'.1c:~t 0;1110:-~ii;io,'l v:a s · 
::.li-ght, nnd no fire supyort •:nG n~cM,5: .ry, bnt soon ::~v .:.~·· ,l .::tv:::,y positions 
were C;ncountcred in the P.rl,·r . ffi6-, :\.V?,1 9r0_-r~sn , .. s nlcM, 'I'.,.::y ro"'..chod 
th1J 67 gr'i<l. lino by 16oo r:rn.u·G u 't1.,.• hor,vy f'iz i,, tinr; , i..>1 '::i--_i_ch thc encw.y 
had refused to t' iV<.; ·irou.,nd unlos s ·.·.;t~ckcd i _n f c.t"c ... , ,nu ,'..rive:!\ out~ 
,,,t ·1bout this ti1,10, it W' .. ;;; <l;:c:i.d~r•. ~o l•Ufih :. "·nbil ::.. .:.:,l•y;1ri c~J"l.si.::ting of 
the 5 DCLI, with -'l Ol'l_Und.ron of {~/7 DG- tmdur e t-•: ,·,·n,d: ·';"' J. :i.-.,k up •.-d.th the 
Polc2 in the .-..ro:\ of DRIEL :,n,7_ c ~:d;· .bli::.;h t horr ::c:l .1 ;1 · 0 1: :->c .-,OU'fH bank of 
the lllEDER PJJN. I r. ord·.::r to bi·~• t.: throu,!h, r'w ·c·•oi · "· .u "..b.'\nclonud and 
two eoncrx1nies of ir1~'f ··,n.try \"ICY.'(; :noun: ... d ,m the L: .n.:cs zy.,j_ r,.11 '.l,c other 
fightinG vohicl0s .w •1.i hblt; , Tn.nk.; 1 cl thi::; cc).;.lirn : t thdr best speed 
whil st the second col·.Jlnn "ncot.chcd t i:111 on -~h~ ~ ~ 1 c:0·; ::w 11.1in!<lY 'J.S 

pos~iblc. By 1915 hm.11·:,' tli,~y h· ~a P ''.$::lCC1 .(.'.1l.'( ,'J ., • V!J,m ;.:r;. J~ 6670 
A.nd with the Gxcuption of five T:.i.'.:u 'l.• t ·1nk,. ;jq:i Hi;.1,:: t JJ·.:fr C'.)lUJT:i'.1. jl.Wt \.JEST 
of ELST, they rc ··<Cl11.x1 the 1IT•;n:zn HJ,J: 1 without i'u:..·thl.,'r r.>:(>J)l,1Si t:icn nnd linked 
up -.vith tho Poles, 1 · . .'ORCE:,•n:ns closed up bob:Ln,1 ~ii .i.~ coL..irnn :md w~rc 
firmly cstnblishec1 in V.'LT-tU!1G- B 6670 by 1:d.clnir ht,, 'J:h:1.~ ::ulfoving force 
includ~d DUiC,,ls c·,x-1·y i.l1r: ·wc·~.mi tion, supi,,lir3s "nti. : .. ·.h~--\l G to::~~s f or the 
rel j_af of 1 ,.ir1,orrn.: D1,,i~iot1, During th..: ,·.1hol ; o.,: :.h is p ;·_"".Sf; 130 
P~! hrlcl bocn t-':.kcn, 2 t'm)cs ',rnoc',;<.;cl out .tncl · (.w , :.lu:l.' C"-J.1t ut 1.•<l~ .'.n attempt 
w,"..S m·~do on th<; nj_~ht 2?./23 . .... ptui:l ,o:..• to · f<.:r1 .: : ;:..· ·.; r c inforcJ :-,..:mts and 
supplies for 1 .Airbornu Divi:.::i.on bu ·~ {;he :,':i i·-. ·,:•~··c ~t,}r;;_,, DUIO':'C· -.. ,,ere 
diff'icul t to l:\unch, o.ncJ. thc1 ,;,•hole of t lH.:: , ;u , :.nc_·n ~, •111c -.,··,s unu.1.:ir .hcaV'J 
enemy i'l.G fire, firin,13 6n fixud lin, ,c :t'1·c i.. -~11,; • ,,,•fll ,,irk , 13'.JlT'.O s 'l'.)Pl?lio::1 
:mu ~M.mi tion ,.vc:',s got : \ cro3::; hy r· r'ti!irs: ,111 ·, n v t ,.; Gour:·,J o-r the n:•-~ht • 

• • , / 1 ;~') Inf.-.ntr,7 
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129 Inf~try Bri~n.de Group ·\dV".ncins NORTH tq.> the m'.'!.in 
NI.TMEGEN - ;illl\JliE~· ro-:-.d h ~d T;,·tdo little;; r ,ro:-:;ress ng'\inst s trong 
opposition, :ma o,;-inc:; t o th..; difficulty of depl oying of-f the ro::td. 
By l~st light tho,y were h:D.ted on the line of the 675 Northing. 
At 1 300 hours the enemy cut the Corps L of C roo.d- link \·.-i th tanks and 
infantry bet ween UDBi.\f 534-2 --.nd VEGHEL. !':-737. This threo.t, consisting 
of lorric,l infnntry ::. few tanks .s.nd gu,r;ta h.':.d come from a: .North- ~/estcrly 
direction. To d•.:D.l with this· troubl c 52 Guards Ilriga d0 were dt:sp1.1. tchod 
forth~ri th ; on ,'U'riv:-al in tl~c :-.re"< thv CQ1.:ronde:r 32 C-u :1rcis Brigade was 
to assume oot'rr>:md of :-\ll tho Co:rpn 't'roops, i:i;tcluding the ~{edium 
/,rtillery. By l c.st light, cont:.1r:t' ,•:i t h t he: cncn.y ha d been 1r..1do in 
the :arcn. 5140, SOUTH of GRi1.VE , but no decisi ve notion hD.d taken place •. 
At the ::;..uno time ~,s the enemy cut tl)c r:i:'lin ri.xis o.t UDEN and VEGlfilL he 
st~rtod shel ling ST OED~NRODE 4232>. ,mq ~t uppe .. r od th&t ".n a ttempt 
wo.s being m;).d,1 to b .unch · t co-or d'in"l.tcd countcr- n.ttuck on the Corps L 
of C. This attf.<;k did not 1~-:.t<:ir i :tl~Go, 1mt it Dhow0d th,,.,t the enorny 
was in :position to threa t en "lnd block the Corps L of C, thereby preventi ng 
urgentl y ~cquired r e:i:nforcc::-,mts .:-.nd mn.int.cm.nce r 0q_uiremcnts bei~ · · ~ 

sent up to the forwc.rcl o.re;:).tl. '!'his he ,·,as temporn:rily able to 
?.chieve AS no further tr;-.ffic cm:J.d be p 'ls s ed for.r~rd for the remninder 
of th,,.t day . On tho E:,:.iT f'lnnk> the ROY.."..L !\1'£'.l'HERLiu'IDS Brignde; ,•Jho 
wer e responsiblr; for protection of the GR:;,VE bridge a r ea, hlid reported 
thut the enemy were shellinc CUYX 71~9 ; further, tha t they ha d r.a de 
contact with snnll dc t:.chm<;nts :if th.:: cn6rny d OEFFELT 764-7, but tho.t 
they d i d not :-tpp<1ar t o hwc ~y !10:.tilc· intentions. 

Duril\:,~ the cocrso of the a~y, 69 Brignde, loss one b~ttclion. 
ho.d relieved 130 In:f':ntry C.r qup of the r e;sponsibility for the protection 
of tho NIJ::J,X;.EN bridges , 

AIRBORNE 'rROOPS 

42. ( ll) 1 Dritish :,irhor nc Divi:;ion 

Durin3 the nir ht ?1 /22 ;)1::1)tembcr, ~ r. ttui,pt hnd been made by 
the Division to ru •rAin the ferry ,'l.t HEVEADORP, so the.t it 
could be used fe,r fcrr_yinr~ acrocs supplien nml rcinforc0mcnts . 
This ,"..ttol11J:>t w:-.n uns ucc<t:~nful , ruid it wl~O now :-.ppnrent thn.t 
if ~ ::i.sGaul t cro3sinr \·:er a to t -'.lkc pl::-..cc then it could only 
<lo so providing the: enor.!y l'.>Oni tions on the Northorn be.nk of 
tho? rivor wore ncutr::iliscJ.. 

The enemy continued to c;.crt hc:wy prcs e.ure on the -:tire.'.'.cly 
ovorti-red gnrrisori by :-::ort:,x·:.11.r. ·mu shelling en the s :;unc scr.le 
:\S the p :..~ovioU!l d."..y. 'fh.., e~ti."''lt o<'t uffuctiv0 :.;trength of 
the division ·.,~ts rcportnd to h(: nm·: only 1'.pproxirn;1.t cly 1200. 

( b) 101 US ;,irborn~ Divfoion 

At 1 200 hours tho c'ii vi~ ion cori.s ccl t o he undur comrn nd .30 Corps 
.:1.nd. W"-S trcmsfcrrod to 1 British !drborno CorJ:>s , During t he 
course of the u '\Y, thlz -livision fought 1:i.:tny minor actions e.t 
nocvu points on the Corps J. of C, ·,ri.~ -"..t times lnd to be • 
roinforc0d by olcrncnts of the .32 Gutrus B:ri~~de. 

( c) 82 US !.irbornc Divinion 

The RCTo of thi::-, cltvfaion continu0.! to 1...xtenrl their flnnks 
P..nd h t\d to und,,r t ~.kc opcr· ,t ions 11.w1i 11st tht1 en emy who wore 
loc:\tod ~t HOOK E 7251 r\nd F.RL.~iCO?' E 7862, It ,·.-P....s now 
appru·ent th· :t tha:. cnrn:.y v.·, s 1 uiJ.clinf' up his s trength in the 
REICiff:JJ.D },O!IB:~ :-:re:\ --uv_ th:-.t this would prove :-: ver~r 
def'initu t hr o.'.'.t to our '.i:Gti'l' fl:mk. 

• , • / ,\IR SUPPORT 

·. 
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AIR SUPPORT 

4-3. Flying conditions were much improved and 500 sorties were 
flown in the gen"eral o.re<l N\V of .ARNlfilH. 104 of those wero f'l!'mcd 
roconn.;-.issnnces in the gener,:l.l area i.rJ of ARNHEM down to 1/EN".i.JO E 9109. 

Tactical Roconnaissancc h1'.d reported on tho eyenin-g of 22/23 
September, that there wn.s a .column of 100 mixed vehicles· in VENLO itself, 
and that the enemy were dieging-in in tha t areno 

Attacks were ma<le in support of 1 British A::.rborne Division on 
a big factory in the .\RN.HEM aren fro;;\ which tho enemy weru sniping ru1d 
observing the Airborne defence perimeter. The fnctory wnR effectively 
nttacked by 24 Typhoons cllld enemy nctivity from this nre~ ceased. 

attacked. 

FLANKS 

Tnrgets r.roving up to n.ttn.ck the main Corps f'.x::.,, were nlso 

44. On the LEFT, 1 2 Corps hn.d their forw~d elements NE of EINDHOVEN 
whilo 8 Corps continul:d t o pu!;h slowly f'orwnrc1 toward.:; HE!.JfiOND 5522·. 
On both fJConts hard fighting h'J.d to.ken pl~.ce, ·utl it '::as apparent that 
the cmetny, helped by ·the country, wn.s cap!.l.ble of nti:i.l ~.r.posing considernble 
delay on tho fldvn.nco of both Corps. Thus the onrn~y wo,!~d be able to 
continue to hare..ss 30 Corps L of c, particulnrl,y f , ·om the EA.ST flank, until 
such time .'.lS 8 Md 30 Corps clor.ients could link up. 
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s::-;cTION 8 

GE1"'ER.:'J, SITUATION 

45. The ;,roblc:·.: noy· confrontin, ~ tha Cor:ns ,.---,s, f irstly to continue 
opcrn.tions to sccur0 ARNI!f·;: , scc onclly to ;~et r 0inf'orc~mcnts ·\ncl :mpplies 
to 1 British I:.irborne Div:i.sion, thirdly to clcr..r : .r.d -~hen keep open their 
L of C. Fin'\lly, ".s trl<.: cncny --.,.-.. :..c , roportcd t 0 uo b:r-ing inr, t:1nk::, SOUTH 
fro,:. ;~_RNllEH, it ,·.--1s cs::;on};hl to i.::mourc ·the GCC\P'i ty .::,J' t!"lc HIGHT flrulk 
of the ·:.1;.,.f'ili brid~chc:--..c.l . 

,i.s ror,:,rds 3,J:rntection of t},e I of. c, 8econ<l. ; .:i.-•·1y h".d directed 
th:).t 8 Corps v:~ts to rc.;J.i avc 3(1 Corps of th:is rc:.:::_Jo:n.;ib.i.], ity UI;) to GR·~vE. 
The he o..vy a rtillery s1.1pportin,.. -{:-!'O•J i·n:·.::c \/hich c '.\s rh;C1....ib•l ry to supl,)ort 
the 1 ,arbornc Division, ".no. tho 5 DCLI fcrryjnr,: •tcross r.elm'orcerncnts, 
ont::i.ilcr.l :.m excessive cxp6nditur0 of ')J::;~unit::.c~. It y::i.s dc.~id~'b, ·. 
therefore , th'"lt once thu r o.'.lt:. .-:t'.s roopcneL'l., Fr:i.1;>r~ -4;::,,· ,;;,'.lu1<l 'b-"1 given to 
the move .forr,nrd of :::: l.:,unition cchclollil, The ~ossj_biJ.i.ty ot having 
to c rtrry out an r,,.s::;~ul t crons ing f{.irthcr -to ihc .'Z;JT of ,'..RNiiE!'!:, noi\· 
tkt the enc!l'!y co,r;-.:iletely cont!'ollod .1R.Niill: :, ~,l no r,e~nt tb:-t the rnvc 
fo:n·.-•u-cl of bridr,i~,:- oquipr:!lmt h'l<J. b rocl::ivo , .. hi[.h clo_J:ccc of. priority.. 

The nocc:;:: i ty for 6.ce_l)oning Northwru-~ the c:ds tin~, sh~ow 
b rid.geh0~,d :·ns fully _::tl)p~eci'\tocl · 11d further, thd t}w ~i'-'t:u. f'or 
C(G.Ci tionn.l int'rintry .._._. ... s 'vitt\l, :~ the coUI~try NO{'{TlJ of 1'IJ1,£C'.r.EN wo..:.; 

entirely unsuit'.l.blc f ~n:· deploying · \r : :our •.o.:..ins t <lot.•.·r .:,il" ecl·rcsist·:mco; 

;,s rc~n.rcls the cncny, hc •;:v.:::.· r.'-u.1od ·1.n l1·wi.l'.)s t\:o 1.ttin obj ects 
in vicYt; fµ-stly,. t o cop.tir.1.ue h:u-0.s1:dng our I, of' C r rK-: s econdly, to 
clinin'lte the por:L .der hclu. by t~c Br:i"tish .\.frburn,:: t-h •i s ion. 

TASKS 

4-6. Tbo t --:sks th"l.t \·:ure ,civen t o 30 Corps i: .,n · 1 ·i .ri,;.; , 'o::-
opero..tions on 23 S0i:1t o:.lhc.:1· \'icr0 D.s foll0\7S 

( ~) . Gunrds .:.:rr::ourccl Divi3ion 

( i) 5 Gu-:i.r•b ·.rr:ourocl.· Br:i.r;:-tdc 
: . 

H.:ivc one . . rr.:ourcd Rc? i Lont ·~v :il~,l1llJ to ..;up:1..)0rt 129 
Inf:mtry !lri'"'l(.lc in, c '·.:,c i.A' ·~t;-:"'pk. Pr0tuct HIGHT 
f]/'.nk ci' ', .. ..i'u. b:cit1:~c-h c "..u. f r :::i:.1 k . t -Iff i'l~.nk i '.!9 Iru'n.ntry 
s.:i"i,3.':'..cJ.o to R ·.r:JJ,, 'tch:mcini; ii. .- :ny c.•t::;u ~o f:-rr •~i.;- ~ ond. 
729658, ' ' · 

( ii) 32 Gu:u-r)s i3ri:·· idlJ 

O}?urr~tc; with On<) ,rer.;iLKmt,'.\l {'rOU.P in :)::".'Crl. v::-:um·:L TJDEN . 
to kcc:11 Corps ·1xir., clc-ir. •?ctr,in rc;~i l ":n bl '".(r-oup 
o.s -~ t pr cr,ent dts:16.suLl s01 :Tri of G-:U...V.i:! ,;.;bich ·.-,r.n no t to 
be 1i16V,1L1 :-iOUTI-I unlcr;!!' Divifl:i111i:1l (~0 11,11·, niv ir con:.i,1ored 
n0cc::;sr,ry. 

... ..... 

( iii) P.cta in two sou'\.d.ron!;l I-ICR op~:t:·tinu NORT~: o~:· \fa.,\.L bric~dJ.0'\cl, 
'l.l:10 r occo .. !Ji;:,T from CH \.\TJ~ k1\ ,';\.t'(b ,\<~$ E J~ 754 -md 
::; • !IF. .:'t'cl<~1.:.,•HROSCH E 321~6. 

( 1 ) /J 3 ,, . • . ,, . 
• - .• ) / _'-f._ :.J_ ~~~ 
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(b) 43 Diviston 

( i) 

( ii) 

( iii) 

( iv) 

( v) 

net nin one brign.d.c croup in P..r03. R \.If.AL bridgohen.d, 
enlarging this towards BEl,f .~ 7367.. · 

Capture EI;,ST 

Secure n.na strengthen junction with 1 Airborno 
Division 

Reece '.'ies tvm.rds betl'1een VIA.AL nnd NEDER RIJN. 

Send Corr.rnnndcr 129 Brigade earliest to visit Corrrro.nder 
5 Gun.rds :,rmoured Brigade. 

(c) 69 Brin~dc Group 

Carry on with present ta)3.ks including reccc '1:EST between 
MAAS and Yl/JJ., c.nd Ell.ST f'ror.. GM VE towo.rds CUYT. 

( cl) SRY remain under corrnn...md 82 US Airborne Division. 

OPERATION ON 30 CORPS L OF C 

~7. At first light, 32 Guards Br~nde begnn oporo.tibns in 
conjunction with 101 US Airborne Division to clear the Corps axis SV/ 
from UDEN. Contuct Wl\S r.nde with enemy tanks and inf :mt.ry in the 
area of VOLKEL 5640, nnd r:tstriclo the roo.d in tho a,rco. 5140. ¼ Royn.J. 
Tc..nks were also co-opero.ting NE of VEGHEL and by 1300 hours they had 
joined up with 32 Gu~rds i,rmoured BriJ ac.1e. 

At 1530 hours, the axis wo.s re-opened o.nd blocks of ten vehicles 
were being sent through every thirty minutes. From then on, traffic 
continuod to flow through steadily subject to occasionl\l interruptions 
from enemy shelling, bazookcring n.nd smo.11 nrms fire. Nevertheless, 
the throat to the axis continued, and the cneny appeared to have in 
this area n.bout 300 infantry n.nd a number of tcnks and SP guns. 

GROUND TROOPS, A.RNHEM - NIJMEc;EN nrca. 

48. As has ~lr<:in.dy been s tt\.tcd it had not been possible to got 
supplies across in DUKWS on the previous night to 1 i,irborne Division. 
Ji.ccordingly, 00 5 DCLI o.skerl tho.t nssa.ult boo.ts be sent up to him 
so thnt he could JM.ke use of them fqr g_ettinc both Pol ish reinforce.ments 
and supplies across on the night 23 September.· Comrronder 43 Division 
also asked for ~ smoke dct~chment to be m-~de nvail~ble so th~t such 
oper~tions would not be limited to the hours of d,~ kncss. i,,s rego.rds 
current opera tions for that dny, tho 1nc'\in object of 43 Division was to 
strengthen nnd deepen the existing bridgE:heo.d so th.:tt a link up with 
1 .\irborno Division could be °:chicved that night. 

By 1230 hours, 5 DORSETS ho.<l reached their final objective 
on the SOUTH btmk of the nHINE but \'.-Ore being shellcu from ELS'.l.' which 
was still strone).y held. 1 ',"iORCESTER Rcgirr.cnt hnd r e11.ched, o.nc1 wan 
\"tell es.tnblishcd in VJ.LBUR<h fo.rlicr in the <V'-Y, 1 'riORCESTER was 
counter-nttackod from J;;LST, o.s a result or which their impancling attack 
on ELST to cla0:r it hc..d to be postponed. The enemy resistance 
seemed to hnve incret>.sCd n.s ho w:.:-.s fighting stubbornly and was much a ided 
by the country, where rnovemcnt o'£f tho road was difficult owing to deep 
ditches on either side of the roa d. This £'-l'e <i w~s adrnir.;i.bly suited 
for dcfonca n..~ it cno.blod the enemy to get good fields of fire across 
lo.rge s trctchcs of open country. 

. •• /By 1 l~30 hours 
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By 1430 hours, two t ,:,.tt~.lions of 130 Inf;mtry Brii ad.e Y.'cre 
just ~hort of the SOUTH b.'Ulk of' the NEDER RIJN i:.nd 43 Divisirm:tl 
Rcconnnisso.nce F.c:p,i:nent ,·;·-..s cffocti.vcly screeninr, the Corps LEFT flitnk 
be two en the Ri vcr z NE'DEu ru:JN .:-t.r.d · .. L ..I,. ;1 t 1700 hours, 214 Inf nntry 
Brig:-'.de hc.d l o.unchod ·,n c tt.~ck on EL.ST from tbo HEST :).nd l)y 2200 hours 
they h '.'..d re:>..ched, ~.n d wcr 0 fii~htir .. t · .iri, the \icstern outskirts of ·the 

.,-- villr.ge. Here c. housc- to- housa b"I. ttlt:: took pl:lcC ~mcl before ".ny 
progr ess could be :-::·,.c.c it W:.IB .. i c·,se of c l u,trinrI the vill:-..~c hous e by 
house. 

During the c1:cy, the .",'EL..;;H GUXiIDS Group h '!cl rr: 1.de little 
progress a nd _by l :~st li~!ht h~:d r u::.chcd: ''..ren 7265, but r.s on the 
pr evious day, the country ovC;r ,;hid, they h r..d to fight Yt'\s idenlly 
suited for defence '.!..nC. the cnc!:ly .-.::tS not s lov.r t o ~a..".11t his methods 
accordingly. 

/-.t 1600 hours, the H0Y:,L r!ETHEHL,NDS Brir,-'\de , now under 
co!T!lw..nd 1_ i,irbornc Corps, ·~::;sumo,"!. ru~ponsi'hili ty for the GR;WE bricl,~c 
and the bridge just NE of it. 4-3 Div:i.:::d.un 1 s h0ld on the SOUTH bo.nk 
of the R NEDER :iUJN in the T.lIUEL h2:'C':", h::u: been rn:-..int:dncd. Movement 
wns still under con::;tl'.'lnt obscrvr.tion c.n-:t ho:~vy fire from the enemy, 
c.nd therefore no ~ttompt coulc1 be r.:~.:"' .. c to cross t he river ,, 

The pl~ for the ni,)1t 23,1/21+ 1::optcmbor to briil[; .'.'.ssist:U1ce 
to the Airborne Division W'.ts to rns~ ovor '1S m.::.ny of the relish P'.lr o.chuto 
Brigaa.e a s possihlc, pos.:,;ibly two c:)rrrp:mic.:!3 oi' in:f '1ntry, plus usscntilll 
supplies, me.inly ur:ummi tion, l'h .:.- c~lJ. for ei..rru!1Ul'lition by Airborne 
Forces was nn urgunt one et~ th..::y i1''. t~ not boon ',,]_c to be re-supplied 
the dny before by :1ir owinr, to 1~· .. .l 0:;Gttther cone.ii ":;:~ons . Therefore, no 
najor .1ssaul t crossin~, coulu. t :.i.kc pl ·:.cc , t'ts the :,3.s:,ul t cr.u"t were 
required for carryin~ :1cross .:1Em1un'i.tion ; cvcntu;:Ql y, 250 roles of 
the Polish P,'lI'achutw Bri:_r1.u.0 Y:ore i'crriod :-.cro,-::::; on the ni:-:ht 23(24-
Scptember ru1d =- number of th0,:1 s nc c0c(:ed. in .link~ nr; up with 1 Airborne 
Division. 

AIRBORNE CORPS 

4-9. ( o.) 1 British J,irbornc Div:i.::;ion 

By midcl.1.y 23 ~uptc,m1·•ei·, 1 :_il:borno Divbion h: ,u been further 
reduced, 1'-lthough H r.,,, ,,_ bct:n r einforced on the night 22/23 
September by ~lx,ut 50 · .lJ. :c:..nks of the 250 n:en of 1 Polish 
P,u-..--.chuto Brir•:,,1:... v;ho h • or:i.;;in-'111:,• l)ct.n ferried ·"tcross. 
Tha Division I a p e r:i.1;,oh ::· ·.·,a:,; ~.:till·.,un.:ler continuous. hoa~- anaciy 
m.ortar nn<.l shall f" i;:-1, t'::.·01:1 t h(.; NE. f~n,!ituni t i cm rmd rnedico.l 
f n.cilitfo::i ·::c.;re in even nhorter supply th~n on the previous 
dc.y. The :i'ooc.l :::;i1.·J' ,ti->n :;:in ".cute~ Th0r0 w"ls still no 
news o-f 1 P ~rn.chuto 'lr::.n•l,k , md f'ro,1i :..;t;\-;;1:;1,:en ts r.~lde by 
prisoners of \'.r-:>.r, it ._,,\s ··,r-n:Lront th-: t as n form:ition it 
h11d c e:-tscd to cxi:; t, 

(b) 82 US Airbornu D_! vis i o1~ 

On the RIGHT fL.nk, :::l,}1 ,i:ntc of thi::i Div:U:;fon h:t u. clo::.rcri. t he 
flne:my frm~ th.:. ·:r .:·). i :r. the; ricm<l of the R . .",Ju.. F.,'l.<:;T of NIJMRr.i•1l~ 
u].) t o ETI!Jt:JCm.;. Th.; 0f'JlJ)~\'J'i ;:;,'.;.: GtJ!,Jm S Group, ,·1hich \',ins 
operatin,'T in thi:-; r.ect()r unuur coi1w~H1~ of' 82 :JS ,\ irborne 
Division, h·<'!. cr:)s,.i.:;0. the: n •,;"{FAN frontier E.,ST of BEEK ?50'J 
nnd ,·1e1·e thuc the f'i :r·;; t British trool':;, othln' th,in HQ i3ritish 
Air1'ornu Corp.:i, t ,) r c··u~·1tc:r GET~J:Jl!Y ~n this ·;1:--:r , 

At 1600 hcur::;, 352 c:' i ,,_c: lnf:u1tr.y ~1,~;_rimcmt "..Iltl the r effil•.indcr 
of the i1olish J"·:r., c!n1t c ~-d .,.,.., · ,,; ·::,:}r e: (U"b1) od in the NORTH 
of GRAVE with c:xccll(mt r~.:1tt.l t:i . C'"'.nu:tl ties to both clidcrs 
an d personnel w1.n:e vvr y l i !rht, 

..• ( c)/101 US 
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( c) 101 US ,'..irbornc Division 

This Division continuod t o be actively o~ployod in dee.ling 
with tbo uncmy "cut" to the Corps L of C :.nd its subsequent 
di::;ruption :..c:-.i·.1 .. ftor rcpnir. 

AIR SUPPORT 

50. The we·.1 thcr vrJ.s G.g;dn cloul1y, ::me'\. this, · couplo<.1 v;i th t he 
l anding of the Blider- 0lcr:1cnts of 82 US Airhorno Division '.'.nd the Poles 
of' the Polish P::.r(.;.chutc Brir:aclo , intorforocl with oper·.:.tioru:; by 83 
Group. 24. Typhoons were despl).tched t o .:.::.ttriek enemy targets ir. 1 
Airborne Division' s .:.r0·.~, .'.'..ne. in :-.11 26o sortius wcro flown over the 
Corps •tre~. 

FLANKS 

51. Doth 8 and ·12 Corps continued to meet ::.:tiff opposition, but 
both h:-.<1 m..mce-0d to ,r.e.ke sor.,e progr <.:ss , nnu it was -hoped th.-.t 11. 
Armoured Division of 8 Gorj_')s would soon link up with 30 Corps petrols 
on the EAST flnnk. 

' ,. 
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30 OJRIS 0FffiiicTivNS 2.4 SEP.I'».IBER 

Gffi'EIUL SITUATION 

52. The eneiey had continued in his attei.1pts tc, cut the Corps 
L of C and to climina.tu the perirtteter held by the, British Airborne · 
DivisiCY'l the previous d~. In addition, the enemy was trying to 
rein.force the i.RNHEM area frc,m the Ei.ST and WEST, using the railway 
trCJ:i UTRECHT to lliHERICH E 9700. Tanks had been seen moving along 
the NuRTH bank of the R NEDES RLJN' from the ''direction E.6.ST of RHEN»f 
E 5175 so · as to counter any atter:ipt that ,,1ight be 1-:la.de to cross the 
NEIER RIJN. Cyclist troops were reported to have been moved StJUTH 
to the :area 5876. The ene.ay he.d thickened 1,1.p his rasistance to the 
EAST and he was also dig,,;ing- in on the NuRTH bank of t})e NEDER RLJN 
in the vicinity where the rivers NlillER RLJN and NEDER W~ approach 
each other. 

53, The tasks for operations on 24 Septernber a.s allotted by 30 
Corps are as shown at 11.ppendi:< 1 u 1 ., 

GRUUND TRUOP.5 BETWEEt.J ~~HE'il~ 1,ND N!Jr,iEGil'f -- - ·---
54. 43 Division continued its efforts to drive the ensny out of 
'!!1LST, but he had reinforced this 3.roo. with both tanks and infantry fran 
,rn.NHa1. So fierce was the fj_ghting in t ~lis area that 214 Brigade 
group did not reach the centrt3 ·of the villat,o until 1400 hours. By 
this time they vrere near the r,iain rood NURXH and SuUTH through ELST 
itself' and had elements acros:1 it., Dy l ast light, the greater part 
of EI.ST had been cleared 1.,y 2·14- Brigade, and 7 SUi1 LI had. secured 
ELST railway station and 1 WuRCESTERS on the LEFT was estai.>lished 
just SUuTH of ELST. There we~e, however, still ela:ients of the enemy 
clinging on to the NE end of the village. The r,iain opposition was 
frcn snipers and. Spandaus, who· wer~ '7ell concealed. in ah:iost every 
how.a. 

The glider eloraent of the ?Glish Parachute Brigade, which had 
landed in the GRAVE area on tho a.f'tomoon of 23 Septeu:.ber,.:vr.~re taken 
up to 130 Inf~ntry Brigade's area by 1600 hours 24 Septen1ber, so that 
they oould be ferried across that nigbt to reinforce 1 British 
Airborne Divisi on. 

Un the SvUTH bank of the NEIDER RIJN, ' the en~ny's reaction 
on the front of' 5 DLI · was c ons.i-dera.ble,. n.s -he was pr'3sUJnably 
apprehensiv e of ,',ur 1,iakinG an atterapt t o esta!)lish a bridgehead in 
this area. The capacity of the roru:ls lending to 5 .CCLI area was 
very limited, in full view of the enemy, and only narroi.:t crossings 
existed; thus it was difficult to get the assault boats and DUKWs 
required to ferry rein.fr">rcements and. sup~_,lics down to the river 
side. If any crossing was +,o ~o atte~pted in daylight, Commander 
43 Division asked for a full allotment of snoke to cover such en 
operation • 

.at 1600 hc,urs , the \JELSH GlJ;JillS Group attcmpte:f to talce 
BEMMEL 7367 but found it strongly held~ The ene1:iy was most 
deten.iin'ed •in his -resistance, anct by last light, the WELSH GUJJIDS 
Group were short of their ohjc:cti•✓ c anc. were established in . the 
area 730665 to 720695, and SlJUTH ot· !3E-£:1!iL 7367. 

GRuUND 'I'RWPS v.mlu~TlNG UN 'l.'HE L ' UF ..Q 

55. The enerey a.c;ain out the Corps Ma.in axis SUUTH of' VEGJ:IEL 
at 1630 hours and all traf'f'ic ccas<.Xt. Th.is time the attack came 
in from the WEST of the axis and vas 1:1ade )Jy ele111ents of 6 Parachute 
Regiment, which had b~en by-pa.ssocl in tho original drive for 
NI.Thl:Fnl!N. Tho ene1ny again cr.1plpyed tanks and infantry and a few 

SP gW1s. /D · • • • uring 

J 
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Durine; t~,<- nitht e,f 2j /24- Be1)-c01 iuc.;r th0 roud rms again sh(llled ~nd 
1nortarc-d 3 n il-.:s i'l'vrlT!~ of VEGHEL. 

56. ( c.) 1 British •• fruorn,:, :)ivision 

1 British ,~..1.rbr,rr.c Division ha<l continued t0 endure heavy 
casualtie:.; rnd t,nCJ.'\Y att5.oks v1hich it hr.J been v,i. thstanding 
for the pas t week. Their Divisional peri,,1<.;tcr had by now 
been 1:iuch rmluced o.nd v:P.3 eontt"ed on 1-L',.RTESTEIN 6978. 
The cner,\Y kept up a steady str·e,.:J.! of 1:1orta.r o.nd SP fire. 
Uur troc,p.s had dug thu:.'.sclvcs in and wure nlso holuin6 some 
houses, but those ;·1cro r:".:,idl3r ':>eing destroyed by encl:\Y 
euni'irc i'ro,., tanks • 

•• 1 thou~h they h '.' ... l r eceived :::.. fcv, Pe,lish r .::inforc;c:111ents, 
about 1 ~O e.11 rnnks, ~~nd s upplies, th •. su_p't1ly and n. _.iuni tion 
si tuatinn oi' the :)j_vfoion w::i.:.; !:)r scarious. The situation wns 
a &:ravo.t.::d 1Jy tht: f act that the: encr:1y \la.S in c..,ntrol of the 
f erry e-.t 6876, '."Fh.ioh mcde t he senlin,£; OVtlr c,f supplies even 
mor e difficult. C-c,su2.lties ·:,ere he'\vy, c..nd the B'ield 
Dre3sing St.i.tion est ,::.blished ir, the centre of the Divisional 
.i..JJ:d.r.istrativo ... rea. was gr 0::!.tly overloa d.ad. wi eh c:.•.sas, 
includin6 Cllit~ :i ... ~.3. _.n.:s t lLirbornc Di visi on r eported thn.t 
GEH}~..t'l"S ·;;er e now ev::-.cu.:i.tinL all 't;ound~d to .Jt,'ll»l. 

(b) 82 US ~irbon1e Division 

The Divi sion c - ntir.ued. t -::. ,3c-n:1 out p2trols t:, tho Ei:..ST 
o.na t o ... op u :_., eneqy str.:.,n~ points ,;;hicn h::-.1 uoen established 
in the ,·iUUit 1ll' .:,a. Durin: the cc,urse 0f -their p~trolling, 
some of th<:;S C ~~o.trols , i ,-;-.,rking i11 c~njunctior. 1,11.. th c 
squnlr~n ,Jf the SRY, crc,s..;ctl the GE:tu-i.i.N bor<ler, 

T~1~ enemy cor. tinue.:! t:. l)l.:.ild Ll:· his s tr,meth in th..:i 
REICH..<.; .. ;LJ nr Jn, a-i.l ;:,. r:ud .1cr of to.nks h ".l 1ls0 '.:leen 
._, d,?Ort <.-d. thci·e. 82 US ;,:rbc,rne Di ,,is ion had ho·.::ovcr a 
:_:ocd Gr.oti-tenk obst acle in the f or :-.? o f c. r ail w.1y rtmning 
i.hr:::,u,~h -chc fr::.nt r,i' thci:c o.r0c., and in a..J.di tion, thu .SRY, 
l ess c,no sq'..l'ldron, r;uprlicd the uri;iourt1d. su;> :;>Ort i f r equir~. 

(c) 101 US _·_irborne Divisir,n 

The .::..ctiv itic~ c,f tbis Division in t he 1/EGHEL ar--:n were 
fully e:.:pl::,yc1 in ~ .::alin[; wi. th the ene:,iY throat t ;) the 
L of C, anl Hlllch close .'.'.Ila fi~rce fil3hting b ct\',,,;en 131·:ia.ll 
iet-·.chr.1ents vl' ou: ,,wn :md the enci:iy forces took place, 

_UR SUrWRT 

57. Ener.1y positions l"JHntl the .~il·bc,rne peri.J:11::ter -..r0rc v ery 
ti-..~rouchly str~:t\::i. l.n c,b:rnrvcr, ·win ·,,f'.tchcu l'ro1., thv SUU'.1.1:i bo.nk ,::,f 

tho i:zr,.;.< 1tIJN near DIU:EL, so.id that for 3 hour~ ther·o was a 
prc.c o:;;sinn r,f Typhoons ·.li:.ich i .ust huvo .:_-i von r.. , ,.iuch he.-irt t:> the 
._~ir':)0.cn1., trr,o~)!; o.:c:; i \; co.u::-.0-l diGrJ,:,Df ort to th..: on01.iy. S_p,.:cH•ic 
t ~r.;ot s :;;ucii u.; ..,;un c.. .. .:1 .:10).·tr1r r,ositicms wer..: l o•Jatcd, but reslLlts 
•i-ler ... h:--.rd t ;-, 0:..1surv l;. ..ru.::d L'..:conno.i:;~ances op..:ratinr:; .round 
~~'1.1\f,iE-.. int...:rf<:.rcl eff'v;t.l •; .:1:,' vri. th r'\il . .1ov c1.1cnt. 12 Loc:-,,,,otiv~s 
\10re Jes t:r:oycd ~,1. 1 ) d ........ ~e:J. r.n,::. 74 r t.i.l•.13-Y truck& ·wor~ tlestrc.,yc:d, plus 
.31 v ehicles on r~l-rn.y truck:;, ( tllv~.;c •;;<.;r e first r ,.rort1;1J a:, tr.nks 
but ·,7or,; f ound t r, uc civilian e tirs) . u f j,.T on thu roads , 3 were 
dcstroy ad. anu 3.3 da·-i:\f;e<l .. 

Te-.c tic'.'..l ,ua)nn:1i~sru1cc ;) ... ·vlucc.:J. ;:;:-, ... c inforl.!n.tion in the 
uc r ly rcn·t ~:: tile cl: ._-,· uut n.-,tJ"'.in1~ c,f _1·,.:-'.t ~i l'n ificancc • 

• • • /_~ c ;-Jnsi ,:r avle 

--. 



•.....--. 

·-

- 68 -

A co,1sidern.ble f'or c: e oi' r:1ediu;·.t hot11bers attacked t~rgets 
in the ;..,ru•rnm1£ aroa. 

»@.{Y .t~CTIV ITY 

58. The NI.n:lEGiiN bridge ,.-ll.s cov1:rcd by Spitfires and these 
provided a lone and spirited series of do0 fir;hts over the NIJ1.-iE-ffi' 
ci.roa. where they met a strone f:)rce of FW 190s and Me 109s. Several 
en eli\Y aircraft were seen t0 go down. · 
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GEWER...L SH'lL~TivN 

59. ny now it ·,1t:.:J , __ pc.r.cnt tho:t. the Corps L of C axis would 
conti,1ue tci 1.)0 cut until 8 Corps cnul-1 t<ike over offoctive c-,:1trol. 
This c ·,uld N·uT be rl:nc unti l .tLs; enc ,./ ·:m.3 evictccl fron !-IE.k:.lUND 
E 5522, which 8 Cc;rps .,..,,._,"£·- having d.il'ficulty in rMching. Until, 
tnm·efore, HEU.ivNlJ cc,u1d. iJ..: c leurc--.l, ,.;s:.--.ontial trnffic such all ·-~, 
m0rc . ini'nntry and 1 ;;lintcn nncc V(;hiclq:.; ,J::.,uld 'Se vvry slc,,:. 

The situ:'..t iY1 ~,f 1 Drlt1Rh 4.irbornc Division was little 
che.ngecl. 

Dur ii"l• · the: yr •~vious nign: ., the in.i:'antry of the 43 Division 
had forcvd n. c1•:1-,sint: c.~' -.;iw 11!i!:1),~h. ,HJN, i.nd eventually succeeded. 
in linkin[:'. u;,; "Ni t 1

·, ti10 hc.•r1l rr,., ;;;:;c:~ n_iri)Qrn~ troups :::in the Northern 
bD..nk. Soli1e SU?-<ilic.s h~,J. ';J,._ Jn f~n.-icd across 1lut this had to cee.se 
o.t first lifjht O\T.l.nG t :-, thu Ci\C .. y ' s c.:uplctc ,fo,.1ination by fire of 
the SulJTH ba~t of' the river, 

The cnc:::.y h i... l r.-,-., ~,lv'-1 t -~• u.11 i1ea of rcta.kine NLJ:iEG.EN, 
but frou t.o.ctic..i.l rec .-,nn!'!.i ::;~ancc r t:,41ort::; it •,nu; evident that he was 
rt.c;rou>,?inE hc.d . .in th0 ;.;1NrrF-·1 i n.ro:i. To 1:he 3uUTH of the :.~~S he was 
beinc Gradually pushd E~st ·. ·-,,.:ds, c.n:1 H ·.,,a,: hu!)ed that 30 and 8 Corps 
v,ould link up b.;fore ni;~ht 2)/:26 So}.)tc.:uocr. 

60. Tasks for f'·,rr;.id,i. r.,ns of ,:jO Cvrpi::. opu·•\ tions on 25 Soptei,:bcr, 
were cs fnllows:-

( a) Guad.s .',ri.:ou....-cd. Di visi,.,n 

(i) 32 Gu~·-:-1s Bri ··,,le cuntinttu ·.vith present tasks, 
_ic,:.;ition:i.n~ one r ,.,i:/::.e:ntal f~roup in e.rco. 4 rules 
Sil ,;f G11: •.• VE it' po ·;,;:i :)J.e. 

( ii) Contimtv .n. t t> pr ..:$0:1 ~ J.;ask .::,i' prutcctin,.: !!..i~T flunk 
of i.:iricl.,_:ohcnc"!. c.v .... ~· 1;:10 ~-< .. ,.,;J.,, cxtor..::linr, this by 
.rd.iovinc l,.j JJi~rislon of r •.:S1)onsibili ty for inclusive 
EL$T , ·,,i_icri C:'l.?tt..;.'\,;d., 

( iii) Continue ;?resent r ur;nnnt\ir;:.;tmcc tusk::;, includine; tae:ks 
to E..ST and ·.,i:.~'i.' :"'r :i, GH.JfE, !.i1.,UTH frrn., H 1_:AS, until 
r-Jlicv.:d i;y 0.:n·ivr,l 5,2 Division i-i..oc', ma.issunco RoV,J .. cnt. 

( b) 43 Divi!;ion 

( i) 

I •• ) 
\ J. l. 

( iii) 

?:co,; ... r c t o 1j:,t:,.1.ll:i.sh i1. :..d tl .,~ch.1:;ad ov0r th0 NEDEi.~ 
:•UJN :in =--re,~ •. ~":.>'1' of ~~E'-11©,.; 6276 us soon r.ts !JOS::;iblc. 

Q,)ntinu.:: p:c ,:!· ,:nt 1."ecc,nn.:d t;!';lmco t•i.sks h.E~'.L' bs;t\-1een 
t}w :r.F.i1J°:, l RI.1 '. allv • .i ... .,.L. 

Prot ... ct E .• :-;•11 : 1::uilr >,.' 30 Or r .,,~ fr)t1 ~xclusivo ZLST, 
aft ... r (~fT cm:•· :. t~, i':.:1g h: Au .1; .. r in F.l.l.'·~C. 6976. 

'1'hc :lccir;ir,n t ,; ,,ithfu·~ .1 1 _, r.i.ti::;h .·,ir1.v,rn..: Divi::iion 
ni1!,ht 25/26 S,.:)::e . .. ,,1:· : ta .. •,;· .l:t;n ,;: _·i11, the 1.,c,rnini:.'.. , t.:mrl th.,: auovc 
te.,:;ks ca.nccllcJ. 1'111. ~: • ·. •,~;-: 1·.- '. t !1.i R ·.-r.i.tlt.h· ~•.n~l, ~nc. the r cvisocl 
tn.r:;'.-::s f0r fr,ri.i:-.tti 011:1 , · ,. · i r ., !t,; ~,y :>') C r.1r'[>S , :-.:.ru sho· . ..n at ,-ppon<lix • P ' • 

• • • /GHvUND THUuFS 

L 
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GRUUND TRUOFS 

61. i~t 0.345 hours, 130 J.: ri[.'.a<l.:. of 45 Division r<:: i,"'Orted that the 
4 !)JRSE'l'S had t"o~ce~ a c rosoi n~ ovtJ~ t he NEDER RIJN during the night 
?.4./25 S ept-::1:iber. uwi ng t ,:-, t J:t: la t e arriva l of assault boats, due 
t o t he cut tine r.,f t he L ,:,f O .. lJ~.1 'eh ... tli1.!'iculty cf 3 ppr9~9l1es to 
the river, the at t o.c k d i d. not 1;t ~:,r t nntil 01.30 hours. Un the 
LEFT, the 4 DJRSETS ec,t o,•or 350 ?,t1.,,n rnci.urli n_~ : .orto.rs a nd two 
gunner OPs, in spite of the ,,ory f e :.;t cun:ont uf the river Y1hich 
dispersed tho boats over a wi rl0 .,1.r:va . · Ull arrivo.l on the NvRTH 
banY. t hey pushed s .lowl y i'or w,n·.J. una it i~ thought that -they :re ached 
their objectives· i n t L l : t h ck ¥.'0 0.13 on t i-10 NURTH s i d e of the NEDER 
RLJN. Contact w:i t h ~;he oa CJ.lJ. ·;,c.!!. g-::.i ncc:i, but thoy could not locate 
elements of the 1 British ,.i:i,,'bor:H: D::.vi:::i-:,n. "~t fir!3t, opposition 
t.:> their croi:1sing ·.ias only .. .:iclc;:r~te , bu t .:::;ro.dually increased and 
at firs t light furthe~:' i"cr:·;;d.:1c 01,,or.~ttions he.d tc, stop owin r& to 
int6nso ene:.:y .c'i~.;; i:'r r.: th1., tiu.r .l'li 1Jrnk of the:, river. Hpproxh1ately 
t i'l.ree tons of s to:::es • ,:ic.iicoJ. cqu~.p 1cnt, rAtic,ns a nd o.r.11",1uni tion 
were g ::>t ccr',ss durin:: th<? ho.1r~ · or."' darkncs:h un the RIGHT, the 
Polish Paraclm tc .Brir;a5.e cl.i..d :1~t c1·css .:,wing to the late o.rrival 
of the a.ss 1ult · ·o.:.t s whic h hod be en holtl uo i.n transit and the 
f .>.ct that, withr,t:t o.ru,.. _s _ ~l-. .:-.. ,1,;,:! :.rb od dovm, t t1inking t hey. v,0uld 
noi; arrive. I>y t his U,~1c, ::,, . y i 6 t1.Z3a u l t ~oats ,.,ere ava.il3.ble, 
but the CRE ;:,f' 4.3 ir..-.~i s ::.on h,.1- fr:;u·1d ::.01-;ic Ger1:1an assa.ul t 0r1ats ·r7hich he 
prOJ?O3ed t r; U.<;Q f or :'1.~-~ '.;:1c-:· ;), '-:'!l.i-i · n:J rJn t h e night 25/ 26 Septe£·:1ber. 
In the ELST aro~, 2111. bt,111tx.1 :1:-:-i.~~ 1o, he lped by 4/7 m, continued 
1,11:>ppine· U~) opcr c:..t ir·, ·s ~ iJui: a.s :,:1 t h~ p.1.-cvi ous day the ene,:JY made 
strong po.ints of' al l h.Ji_\:,; , :~; {'.n J eo.ch hous'3 ho.d to be c l ca ::-ed individually. 
The tanks suffer ed ca:,l.l<iJ:~:l.c~ .1.·rul.t b .. 'l.Z:.-ckas which firvd a t v ... ry 
3hort range, c1nd the cJ,, ~r.1y t1e::1.:.n •.;r1. ~a hc.vc thicken& up his defences 
with adlitional s,MlclJ\1.1•: , Dy 1G30 hc,urs , hm,ovcr, ELST was finally 
cleared and the eno,.,/ \ 1.L ti1d:1•~~.·. ~or•: ,.._•.,ar ~~s towo.r ds ELDllN 7375. _:,,t 
0700 hours, 69 I nf£-n i;1: _· ] r i[,~,(.,.c :.·u .;tli.1::l its attack on :a.a:i.:ll:L E 7267 
but continued t o 'IG~t :..,.ul.~·•)lu r1::.,.i.s ·.:.:.,.o,.i. By 1700 hours , however, 
they wer o.J csta :.)lisi:-::1 .:. . Lh.-:: 1;.J"wn f,nd thv cnoi.or had w"i thdrawn. 

62. SOUTH of the 7.IJ:C, ·.n r.~m.;s v . ... :.11~.' Canal, th0 Corps 1.:ain axis 
was s t"ill I•fuT clear'-'>d, t:.nd n . tnt! i' fo h0.d been :'1.blc to g0t through 
durine the past 24 nour::.;~ ?0 ( Ir) Di.v-lcion r o()ortc.'<1 tha t they 
considered that t h,3 r orJ. s ,1oul d 'J,; .:,~0n by the rnorninz of' 26 
Septei"bor. .u.t 1700 1\0U!';;;, 1,nxt .'."Ols ,.f the 2 HCR rE:ported that 32 
Guards Brigade h :.1:l est;).,U.sh t:d 0 1;n t act vl th 29 ,.ruoured Brigade of 
11 .~rrnoured Di vis.1.on 'i,h::, l:iud l.''-'nch.:;d S'.J? ;.!':TliON'IS 7 238. 

Duri ne t h e c.i· J , :... et~L ... i.d :.ary clo.ss 40 briJ.3e, which he.J 
been built i r1 c a~.,c 't}1,a cr....:.:i.,, :: 1,, i.: lcJ. bc,ob the GR.NE brid.ge, was 
c orn;>l e t ed. 

63. Du1·inf3 tli.o ni e:it 25/ d; clvJ t enb 1.!r, 130 Infantry 1:>ri1.~'\de, 
( 4 Dl.J~{~ETS), of 4-} D:i.v:L::.iio~, c · r r iut.l out op•.;r•:ttions for the wi thdr a,ro.l 
of 1 ~~irbornc Divis i 0n i r. •i:;sr:1.•tlt b ... ~,ts. The:3C opero.tirins c ~,ntinued 
until 0600 hr;ur:; ·;rb:.-n j_nt en .. 1e ,::1..::.1•,r • 'ire r ... ~11,J further cros sings 
ir.i;JOs siJ lc. T).1csc o., J1,,1-i;iuns, ..,m · ~h ;;,._,r e. ~~~2.Tied cut i-dth the 
gr eatest go.ll:.!niry a.11'l ..; :ci) 1 :iv a ll c r,nc ~rnod, r0s1iltc,1 i.n the 
cvn.cuation of ?.163 !.l(.~1 o i.· 1 ;, ·run1:•nc !ilvls ion, ·160 oi' i'olish P.!l.r achute 
Bri~f\de arnl 75 of l;. J.J ,..1:Ji·L, Hi0 1 .. ,,,: C.• t h,r; l :'l.tter wur ..;; 1vft on the 
NUUTH bank of th,J ·m ,}~{ • .' i°, 1N ;,,t i ll t .:.r~ht i ne tCJ C i •Vl;:l:' thu ·.:-J tlvlrawal . 
,~rrangci.;cnts ·,,c. l". 1 . !'~ -· t h ..: l' • :r,;i: t i..ov, h,: l+-.3 Divi;;1ir:in a t ~,;i10rt 
nc,ti ce, t !1.v survi.vL-·,; ,, -i n· i JI J,n,J i n t.'\~ h{\l.'r :.'l.ck:.; 1.1. t NLJ1:::r;Gm. 

t he ,1..1~.r i cu l 3 :? ..Ll<i 1':l•i , d t·burnl.l I)jvis ion c 0ntinu0J. 
th~i r ·cespncti vc t o.s ;~, of.' _·1.,.:.nJ: v ·otec+i on , :l..nd .i.Ssistinf~ to clear 
the L of c. 

• • .;..1 thOULrh 

• 
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. .:..lthough o.ctivit-y ~~P.inst t:1e 82 US Division ,t(\S not v ery 
ncticeable, there ,:,er e eigns tho.t they WE;;rc preparing to counter 
a tt~ck on this Divisio}1 1 :.; RIGHT fl'.:\l1k in tlvlt /!\r ea. 

1:..IR SUP~ 

64.. The l,)riori ty vm.s still 011 tho .~.RN.HEi,1 sector. ..\ very 
l ar ge number of tc:c:.::ctD ·couna t he perime ter of the ,"drborne Di vision 
v1erc engaged in spit<.) of cloud, sleet ~nd ro.in. Gun and mortar 
positions, . including Nebelv:crfors, were ntt:.icked. 

Sor.ie r ather dc€-:1cr t~gets were :::lso taken on. l.iovemcnt 
intn ,",RNHEi·{ f'rcm RE!'!KU}.i ,m the ;·;"ES'l.' \·.-~s given a eocd str<\fc mid 
o.rmed racc-,nnaissonccs ·.-:cnt to r-..r-lE?.8?00RT where camoufl&ged i.iT v,~s 
re:9,,rted. No 1esul ts are .'.!Vo.ilablc. 

''L'acticnl Reconn3.iss.nnce \·ms hindered by bud noinB on 
th,) reconnaissa nce airfield early en :md by cloud banks later. 
By 1700 houri:, the soJ.~ties hnd nll proved abortive, 

65. a·,t a·bout 0830 hours, c-ppro.ximc.tcly 40 ::urcro.ft made an 
unsucces~ful ::i.tteinpt to destroy both the NIJ}ll';;GEN bridges. 

Throughc.u+. the d:-.y fighter patrols r.::ade contact with encnv 
fighters, on t·wo occ::iti i ons \/hile ccvcring the ~'...1:~MIEJ< ond !HJMEGE.N 
urc:;s, It; .v~,s n:;p,:trent thn t the eno1-:w nas m:iking u 1r1ajcr effort 
to cut the I'!IJ:.illGS: bridges i'lith the object of disruptine our L of 
C for our troops opE-:r:-(!ting bet-Neen the }.~-..,·.s .:md the 1'i"EDE..1t :::tIJN. 

FLl.NKS 

66. On the lUCi:r::.• f"" ... ~~k of the Corps: SOUTH of the H I!i;..;..S, the 
encli\Y ,,~s gro.:Ju'.\l"L.7 l>e j ng :9ushe(1 E:!stw~as. ;.t 1700. hours, 30 n.nd 
13 Corps joined up ' 1.t 3T ;J:THQ'.IS 7138 , Further SOU'1H, GID.lER'l' 5730, 
HEI.;.rom 5522 :-nd .'1'£l 1:u-B 6520 v,cr ... now firmly held by 8 Corps, 
Thus this Eas t vr.r,ls :..dvr.nce by 8 Corps mcnnt thc.t there wes li ttlc 
hope cf the r emn,lnts esc:-~rine; F.ost,mrus a.cross 30 Ccrps L of C. 

OP- the Cc rr ~ Th""F'J fl(',nk, 12 Ccrps h.9.d reported th~t the 
main ,::tXis of ncv'lncc r10i.1TH of ST O~D3lifR()Dl~ vrP.s still Nor clear ro,d 
the Nm~i:nJ.1::r of t.hc:.. c~ny Yl".S sfcrit in i.-rying to clenr up this c ren.. 
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SEC'.rIOH 9 

EX$Cu1.:: ION Qi.'7 ,·iOV-e!.JIJ'l'r- .\ND ·TH,;,.FPIC ?L..B OF 39. 00.H~ 
DUR.Il '. G- 01-'EB,.'.i.' IG:1! "?.;;..RI&."e . Gi'iRDEW' 

THE EXECUTION OF THE .i-LnN 

6 7. ( a) In gen er-al the ~ l '.'u1 uorked vc,ry well, and provec! i tsel:t' 
flexible to mee·t ..-~11 t ,1ctical situations. During the 
course of the O!'t:rc. ti~i:1 the ~t.-d.s of advance ·oetween ST 
OEJJEI-ffiODE ~nj VEGHEL ·:ins cut by enemy o.ct ion on two 
occasions: -

r.'TI\,S,... •. ,~ 25 hours 
SF.COJ':_ ·n.,.. ' ' ·,011:cs 

No movement of :;of!;--GKi' ~ , vehicliis took ~1l nce during 
thes e. ;)e:i:iods . 

(b) The difficul, ~1"!'ccer;r, t'>:f' 1 f'ree:dn;~•, to poss for:;ard 
tr3ff'ic of v:i_ t.11 :oe c es s i ty, ·,10.s successfully accomf lished. 

Eii":ilIOVE: \'.'c: £. hc,•.vil:,' ":)omb e cl P..nd thus bl('cked on ni[jlt 
19/20 Septernber: ST 0EIY.:::IlwR0DE Ytt:i s shelled intermittently 
with , ir hurs ts tru·ou~ou t the oper~ti 011 . 

( c) '.c'he ~-•r· iff'ic Co::1 '~rol o:c ,.:·.::ii sc tioll , ( y/j_ th one e 2cccp tion), 
consL,teu of JL of'fic~r s ,:n d ·:Ji.reless o !·cr~tors . This 
t e:.):!? ;issoi 1~1. ... c1 ·,-'.; J.:· in h .: 30 Corps t be day :prior to the 
st~t of' ·t."l,J O'f ,,:),.·1.1 '..i on f'or briafine ~nd wireless netting. 

( d) Wireless co;n.nunic:.ition bd;·:!f,)cn 1?. .gul:i.ti.ug fiQs nnc TCPs 
·:,orked s~,, s1::oc".!:i.c"ll y f'ror: th ... ouf;sct cf' the 01.,ur ~t io11 und 
could not b \: ::-c:.iccJ. u 90:,1. ~.'his · . .,~s ,Jue to tho limi tcd 
r:mge oi' tho ::;c ts, .R~cour:,;c, ·,-J,':.S m-:dc to DHs. 
Wireless touch ·:::.is , ho· .. cvc:c, succassfully rn:)intoincd on 

HP s.::ts bc ·~·:1iJcn t h e l)c:; , ·;-..tchi.n3 1-:n a , (30 Corps Traf''f'ic 
O.fi'icc), an1.1 'i:h.; Rcccivinlt End, (Cr(3D) _,.'1in H1

~ 30 Corps), 
throu._:hout ';i10 r _;)•~:~:~~,l,,n. 

( e) '.i'he organised r.iovum.::mt of l ·~r gu nun'ners cf vehicl es is 
entirely ·1~pcnclent on : -· 

FH.IORITIES 

(') 
(i~) 

i~ e.vs-~01,1 of contrcl 
Gccc\ c Jl::l,,1.mic· · tions 

oS r ee"'!r rls 1_.j1c l --1tt ,~r' it i ~, Sll __ ;::c::; ~ C(1 t J1-J. t line 
ccuiunic::ti c.r.1 is c : •. , cn l;i:,l. The control or i~"l11is:1tion 
shuult: not b o ,)VO~ el· bor ':tc , ~ml shoul:1 be sufi'icicmi;1y 
f'lexiole t o d,y ,1 .:.:. t ,1 1.11'i1'or<.;scc:n c011tin[:;m1ci~s . I.foch 
\'r.i.ll lkJ.)Ortd oi, ,ct:i.v,. v 1 t;rollii.1.g of the route ~J 011thusi ~stiq 
officcrf.': ·::cl:i ve:.,•r~'-'' 1 iu ".;lie J.,. ctic 'll r,l,m. Quick thinkinr; 
:uid firm '.\ctiOI! ,xr, i'l"~gJ.1cntl::r r c,11i i.rcd. 

68. Ch{)l1f;C$ of nr .i.ori ti .,Cl " 

G- (sn) loct1t0d vii th i • .. in 8 01.-:, i :,­

orderea :-

::dii'iod tc1 •rr,-1f 1'ic Of'.:.'icc -::~u-oucJ-1 
'J 1u· cuch c ; ·•n ~os i n 1 •:d.ori ty wcr."8 

(i) : \' i ,1£;~ OC.. l \Jt.,TI , 1:50 v ehicles, 1•,;:$C.'.IJ'l' C" lKU. 
to :Ji<.·. \IJ,~ • 

• • • /(ii) 69 73ri, ;: ·de 
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(ii) 69 Brignc1e, 1+50 vehicles, ESC,Ul.i' C::nal to 
3'.i.' 0"RDEN1WDE. 

(iii) 50 Divis i on, l e oz 69 Briga<le, 3,000 
ve11.icles, ESCl,UT C~ne.l to ST OEIBNROllE . 

(iv) 7 .i-.. rmcured Divisio11. Thin fori:,~tion 
reo_uircd the nxis from EThTHOVEN to v"EGHEL. 

The ·lOcclerd ion of the se col u:uns involvecl the I frce::;inB' 
of e.11 other colw:ms 0 11 the r oad to ;tllo•:1 for t.llci r frc0 9o.ss!!B(). 

In all four c -~ses these colu:nr1s had unhindercJ runs to 
thc il• -:!ispersal ~r el'.s, the Brid[!ine Column covering thll tlist:mcc 
of 4-7 miles in 3¼ hou:cs, .ma 50 Divis i on hn.ving their best run 
since l andi::ic on D Dcy. 

FREEZING 

69 . Ch-'Jnees in priority .,.na oraer oi' m.::.rch -.-,0rc 1 1<;1.UC f or rcuSOl1S 
of urgent o1, cr::tior1•tl. ncces ~i ty, 

It i:-.u s t be b~rno in minri , hQ-.-,cvcr, th.~ t I frcc ~ill[~ ' does 
ii:.posc n dcby :i.n 1,i rn.t: ~..ni,i s _·.·.i.cc nn 1 !OVing columns v,hich h-"vc t o be 
frozen. The nrocous ::;h..,ul d no'l;, thcrci'oi'.'e , be c ttcmp t ct1 c xcer,t 
after c::x ~ful consi11'..lr~fiion. 

'.L'Ri!.l?l~'IC DISCil.-'Lil•:E 

70. In '"',.;i-,,.;.c::l ·1 i1i @1 st.-:.nd· .rtl o f' irn.livi tlu,,l d:civin0 ·.m c1 convoy 
di sci!lline ':/ '!!:. : t·Jinbinc,1. 

Double b oul-:in i. ,;J~E NO.f ! )Or?~d. ttod l!XQf! _->t by l)l'dc:r of the 
1.rr '1f'1•ic Control or~-- niz:,tion ,.-,i th the object uf :,::ts~ inr; throueh 
~riority col wnnn . 

ffiOVCST 

71. P,; intsnien, Lvr:cyin;_; "·~rtios, .~ni! 1:1o·oil0 dct·1chmcnts of 
Ci..ll? must i.>c incl1v1cd in e-;ch 'J!C:: . ? oint srn:m ·:,,; r e cxocll~mt, but 
mobil~ p::• ·trols ·:,er e not sufi'icit:ntly i ri evidence . 

;. reserve i n cssonti~l. 

• ;EDIC,<l.. lJ\ID l t.ECOVERY 

72. Hoth ::cr o !1coess·1rJ --1i,'\ :-;;hc>Ul 1l be sp:10<..:cl '1lou, the c.xis. 
1.rGPs ·ere s ui t:).blc l oc ··t i , n s . 

73 . 'J'h v nu.,.be:i:.· of ·vch iclo c ·,:,;u-,1ti,~s di.to Lr) ;11r.ch·•nic-.1 h:i, .. ~knoH!J S 

wa.e m:::;li r1.u lc . 

74- , In ol..'•1,;:1: ·t,,; m'l..b.; ltlJ foi· ~imc lo:~t ,,·::inc t, J t-11-.;1r\y ··ution it 
buc'unc l18Ccss:;t:, t o • tJVtJ by ni .-ih t . In !.w i tc , ,;,_' n ,:, Mt,on, t he zt1uhbrtl 
of c'1.rivinc: ,d. t.h n0 lir ~1. L::: ·.::,::. very hi['~l in,lccd. 

'.t.'hc i . . n,>f.i t;i on oi' li! ) ttin •~ :costii.c·l;ion r; 1uc t o t "ctic·•l 110c~sl'-it;-/ 
.,ll\3t l>c c:,1·,.:i. ul],y '. ,, ·i : ·horl. -_ Ji th 1,hc G ·la··· in i'.H, (ki -v, ,t',l . 
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C.~SUALTIES 

75. Semo vehicles :m<l equipment of TCPs \"Jere destroyed by 
enen\Y uombinc;. :. reserve lilU:.:t l}t; hclcl irn;te:Ji~.tcly c.vail'lble. 

SPEED OJ~ l10VEi :ENT 

76. · The speed of .:my convey :lt,,.>ends on the sp0cd of the slowest 
vehicle. It Y1r.:.s not:i.ceoblc th'\t Amuric0.n convoys tro.vel .n.t u higher 
s pe ed than '~he fr Dri t ish countcrJ>"rt::. 

200 USt, 2½ ton vehicl05 ,1erc frequently observec1 to pass 
!l :;>oint in 16 - 18 minutes, 

L:ISCELL;,NEOUS TRiJ?F'IC 

77. ( a) 'ilhilst crmtr ol 'Hns r i r:lc1, it 1:1as inevi t~bJ.e tha.t in an 
cp3roti::,n 0f this sco1;0 a l ar ge amount of miscellcneous 
troffic ·:1-:.s on the roM.1. It is esti:11ate<l th:.1'. not less 
thr-m 25 per cent of the tr'lffic using the :tX.is comprised 
inci:Jent'cl vehicles ·:ri.ich m'.'.l.de their wey inde9e1kk ntly 
to their des tinati on. In all pl:, nning, o.llov,ance ;,1ust 
Le r:i~tlc f'or t hi G trnffic. 

(b) .', comni trnent not co11~idcre~1 in the 11lanning st:'\ec wns R/'.F 
trof'fic. Dllring the r:-~rio<l unc1er r ovien, :.1t least 1, CXlO 
TI.'Ji' vehicles use: .:! the axis t o EINDHOVEH one] 1-eter to GRtWE. 
'l'his priority :nust 1Je accc:_-lted if we ore to h'lve udequnte 
oir cover f'or an operation of this n.:iturc. 11liF rr.ust mcl<e 
their rlem'.)nds in time f or lheJ!\ to be incorpor'\ted in the 
controllinc ;,rmy if'onnnti on Plo.n. 

TO'l' ;,,I, TR;J11.' IC 

78. ; .. tota.l of 25,280 vchicl~s h~d bcon po.s~cd up the a.us 
from 1900 hclirs ·19 Sept(.:rnber 194-J+ to 2359 hours 26 S01,•tember, 't 944. 

This move1:1,m t t t>ak place aurin!~ seven uays runnine;, i. e . 
a n :)vern£}'l of 3,610 vehicle s l <1'.'y. 

79. (.~) l°l.eccnt n1;ur ,•ti ,,ns 0f' .30 Corps ho.ve !,:roved the necessi i;\J 
for a hi['hly eff'icicnt '.l'rc.f fie Control orr,~ni s ation to 
de~l ·.1i th l er:)c s c~lc ;novr:uonts on roo.cfa. 

(b) Provost resource;s in the Corps nre not enp:1ble of providin13 
the:: personnel -::m1 cowmunic -:-tions requirel1. It has .~hmys 
bci:m i'oun:J noces~or.f to fonn an 11 3.<l hoe" trn.fi'ic orgri.nisation 
i-.·itbin the . Co:cp~ t o c'lc·tl with '~his problem. 
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SECTION 10 

30 C0HP3 AND 1 BHI'l'ISH AillliUM'fE CORPS 
A.";-. ;:r::~·w'l'&i.TIVE .Affiuill:G-S,iENT~ 

I •, 

., / 

'1 

80. The auminl.strativc arrar.[;f::JD.ents that were .nade for this 
opt.ration :ia.vo o.lroz..dy bce:n outlined in Part I, Section 6, 
It is now :)r~i:,oseti -en <:ix.aJ.U.nt- t l,c ma.:.r. a~pect;:; of these arrangements 
wi t:1 a vie-;1 to scci11g h0·;1 1;huy ·.,cru executed, during the operation. 

·ri1,J l/lr L:1.l. s t ~'<lt ivo J~,1~diin,.;rv and the efi'0ct operations ha.d 
during th,.: y<:J::-iod 17/2-;; 8 0J?t1,,,;mlior, t.Lr~ ncM considered, For eaao 
of refcr.::nce i n c, :l, i m.t L.l ci..o.y t0 d~y accounts the maintenance 
aspect of Gt'OLU'la. t~nd .Ai rb·;,rn,, T.·oops is considc.;red sepat'ately during 
po1·iod. 17/18 80ptcrriocr. 

Format:i c-ns ·.1uiw!'~d t.i t i,osu scales of commodities as shewn 
in Part I, Jl:ct:-'Lon 6, oxct;pt taa.t ·l)c,th the Guards Armour-ea Division and 
8 .Arrnoul·(;d Brigo.dc ·.mru doficic.-"l'lt of many s<:.cond ~ine naturt::s of 
ammunition .,h :.eh. Sucon,J ,.rmy ,;o ulcl not tnt'..et from ~rrny Ho!ldhu,td. 
This ;m.s uVL;rcomc by ducc,nd. •. r ,,iy c.gr ... dng th'.:1.t th..:~e def'icicn t natures 
3hould be 'pi_llr.Lgcd1 f'ro1r. 1·1 ,~I'lt\Our .. d Division and 4 J,rr:tourod Brigade. 

A2. Trann )Ort 

( a) Suc.-,nd 1,.rmy were short oi' tran :.;port for tht: i1:ime:iinte 
l'(;<1uir-,,men t:::i of: 30 Corps, .·ma. nt-re not in n position 
to _;x•ovidc t!'e-nspor·t lil'I,; i'm· tho two US _.,_irborne 
Divizionu ,,h os(.; or;y. n i.sntiom.: 1·:::do no [)l'OVision for 
tr,ln~·.pon li i't d 'tu:c lnn•iing. Tr, i~·.eet thi:; tre.nspoi:·t 
di.,.L'ici(.;ncy, fOLU" us '!'ruck Cot,"lpc.ni cs ,mre told to 
1· '?~1ort i'rc,m u.E .,, .__.·3 tc, j .; Cc,rpr.. by H3 .Jcpte:mb~r. 

(b) The vmrking of tJw c ,rps ~•:r- i,n$port r0s:>urccs W.'.:.~ · ,1.:irmal, 
su1,f)leracntcd by: -

( i) 90 •• rmourGd 1.i:rig Ldu R.JJC Co1.1_wmy, pri haril,Y' 
..1llottcd i'n:s: troop lif ting; · ·This Cvmpa.ny 
ye.g~ud, ho·.:..-uvcr, to 8 Cc,rps ·,;i th 50 (N) Division , 
.'..!.nd \/8'i.'u fully o,.1plo.Y _,d in the lifting of 
'.,>·J (.~) D:Lvbion. ., 

( ii) Throe: .".rtillury r1 •• :,C _>ln.toons. 

( iii) :3ix ~,J 1.):~oon~ f r,.cmcd frou the: .:we.borne element of 
52 Divi:;ioi1, _1lu:, four U~ '.i'ruck Co .. 1pcinieG. 

(c) Two pb.t~;onz ·.10r 1J .Cu] L:r c n;;~nittud in lifting CCSs until 26 
,3cpt01,1bcr. '.1'hci1· :e,:.turn to Corpu eontrol would h::-.v-: bcwn 
rnnr \3 r ,.vdd. h;_\.~ 5 t n u i.. -L)t; { Jr. f'or thv II cut II in 'the a.·-ds. 

G) . .!1/18 S0ptornocr : Ground 1'1..•c,ops 

ii~rom 17 :Jopt0uibe;c ~,!! ,,U.L' -1::, j '.) Corps ;,19.s bnr_·,c:d on 161 FHC 
at BUURG LEu1=vLD which .in tllri1 . .-•.;; :.;r,01~}:t,_;J. by C'jrps tl·an::-.port drc.wing 
from •• 1,.1y ~ -,ad.huo.d Clt Di{lli-:;;S.l'.l.,~. 

Ell,. 17/1 13 ,'3 uptu1.,bc:_r : •• it·b, ,rn e; '.l'rc.c,ps 

(u) 17 ~uptc1\001·. '.J.'it,:; :.1,trA.,\tic 1r •,p .l'0r ,dl f'; rmations 
:;f 1 Bi.·i tish .. irb.:,rn0 C r:,q i:; , :c.::; curried out successfully 
on 17 ~0ptu . ."b0r. 

• • ./(b) 
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( b) 18 3cpt6r .. bGr. Voing tr., inaccurate dropping, duo to tho 

idcn:30 cno1.1.1 flo.k, the rusu_:i2ly of 1 i3ri t ish .. ~irborne 
Corps •,;tJ.S n ,:,t su~ces.;ful : 01d the i:iajori ty of containers 
\·;ort.. drr . .)~ed 0:1 the ..:nc.;iy. 82 US .~::.rbr,l'ne Divi sion 
were, hO\,cvur , :,uccu.;;s:fully !'~~upplicd, ·,,hilst 101 US 
iaii'l.>orno D5.visi.on b:.>~d to.ken with thoi : su'.f:. iciont supplies 
and l.'\l,!l: .U."I.:. t.1.:; . fr,r 4D ho~rs. 

( a) 19 Septa; lbcr. During this day Corps t r oops trat1sport 
wo.s em;;,l::,yc-d in t>uiJ.ding up 161 .c'1•.;c. ,.j,lth0ugh 50 Division 
"1/(:;rc )Ut 'i•,>crat:i.,,nally undl:r cc ~::.tu,d of 8 Corps, tboy 
remain~d :l.dJJLi.nis tra.tiv·ely Ltldor 30 Corps. Liaison officers 
v,cre scn•i. tlJ 101 -.nd 32 US uirborn ... Divisions ·,those adr.ri.nis-
t .·ative si tu11tic.,o ·,m.:, sati:...:factory. ThE:i four US Tr uclf"" 
C., .. !pnnics that Second ;.;rr..y wor e: :lroviding for the ma.intenan~ 
r,t these tvm divisi:-,ns failod to arrive. 

(b) 20 Soptoi-:iber. .i.Hhr,ugh the US Truc!c Companies errived, 

( c) 

they . \J\;:x•,.-; inc :,1,1pl .:to, c.nd. they ..,7ere e.lso loe.ded up ·;.rith the 
wz:ong type CJJ.~ 105 r.i:.::. ru,T . .uni.tir,n; in addition, vital trans­
;;iort lift h.nu n::-t been :.~.:u use of, c>.s 201,ie trucks cane up 
e-111pty. Truck Cr.,::rpnnies ,;:ere: sc,rted und ..... r jO Corps direction, 
and ea.eh ;.irbr1rnc Division 'Ha:; :-.11:)catcd 20 trucks for ground 
distribut::. ,n ·:r.i. thin :livisi:..ial art,a.s. During the· night , 
huavy enC?.rf b ,· .. :1bing of Eir~.uHOV~·: destroyed a9PrDXi!nately 27 
secc,nJ. line vohioles of Guards ,._rr.ir,1lrod Division. Un this 
J.:J.;J ;;i.11 thr,.;o <li visi ·,ns w•Jr "' 1.1~.intaine.:'i. by c.ir., but nc,t 
acloqu{',toly, a~ dri:,p,'Jing i1~to DZs .,ar; inaccurate r,wing t r, hoo.vy 
f'l::Jc, inex;_;):rioncv ,f thu !,)i'lots ~d r:dsty weather. 

21 St:lptll..iber . ..clvMc: o c l.:.:11en t .5 :if 162 .l!"''i'.iC wcro· despatched 
tr. 1,lajn Cc,rps vi.b th ... r,~jcc t '",i' est:-.blishing 162 ii\iC in the 
nrou c,r . ...a:cnra:;.;. . Opvr~ti n.~:.lly, t:)i::;. ~rovod i.n9ossible and 
a si tc.: ':m.s 61:,0s on i i"l,3tend in thd (,tl.,VE a.rea. ..s o. sts.r t, 
f',ur plo.tr,ons of tuL we-r.(;) sent ltp 'tv Oft..VE frora 161 l!MC at 
BUUHG LEUI\.JLD, but those.: d.i.1 :•rv'.i' :irrive until 23 September 
o·.:r.i.ng to th,.; 11 cut" in the L r,f C. : 
..1. ?lat ion of .Jliur.1 ru .:· ,uni ti',11 was $Cnt up to 16.2 :El~C for 
a special :i:ctill0ry pr ,gr:i.1 ~ 10 by 64 ucdiU1:. Regiment, in 
support •:-f 1 i3r.itbh L..i.r:·bome Divisicn; this arrived just 
provic,us t;, th,: enc J cutting the Cr,rps L of G. 50 (N) 
:;)ivision, ··.n.! silCh c c,rpi.- tr0ops o.:: \lore in th ... vicinity, 
cr,nti."lucd t~, be 1. .. nni:cined -fro,. 161 ?i.iC at JUU8G LEUR>LD. 
1,. l:.rge G ... r1..en sup.:•ly du..:~ -~c.::, c:1pturoo. .:d; USS and this 
subsequently provui.:. .,f ~-rc:-,t value, r.s ,J•:,ing to the 11cut". 
in th0 L ,.,f d, th•; 1.;t\).l1 t,.;n:-.;1cc of curtain Corps troops beca.r.-.e 
thv r c.;sponsibili ty r,; Divisions in whose aroas they werE> 
located. Corps than lirrJcted that Divisi:->nd transport should 
dra:, c,r, ti1i s durnp or. :\ d r1y - to- day bs.sis until t hu L of C had 
b.Jen rv::;t::;rc:.:ct, hi:win,s in:.;tallc-d o. c ,.11,x,site plc.t:-,on t ::> 
bnluncu r o.ti :,n~ ~v~d 1 ·.,ntrr,l 'is•.uus. Cui..Jposito 1:1.,Jntcna."lco 
:·,.clc~ r,f ~·oL ·.J1'. su;;inliu.3 ',,-,.;t:t; a lso d~sp.!1.tchcd to 82 ,u,d 101 
US ,.1rbon:.., Di.vi::;i,, n:; J.U:1.·1 ng th,.; lay. · 

( tl) 22 :.:ic!lteubcr. un this ~ · .Y thu C,:,r ) :3 L of O ·.~e.s cut in the 
:if t ... rnoon. v1: i.ng t ;) c ,111&,.::"tj ,;n ,-,,, th0 r.0-1,:b -~n2 ch::1nges 
, : priority, th- f ,ltr pl ·.t, ,..,ns .:,l" FOL J <..:sp;:,tcht.:l on 21 Septc1.1ber 
.,ur.:; hul} u , ~.ivUT:-1 ,,1.· th,J "cut11

, ··- ~; :::.ls•.• •,ntS t h<..: u aintonanco 
lift !'<:,r .12 US .. ii:bn.•n,.; :Jiv isiu1, bu.t th.at to 101 US ..:il.'bornc 
Divis .... on gr,1 through. 

• • • /( o) 23 Scptei.1ber 
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(e) _23 Sevte~~ O\·tiog to the L of C beini; cle ·:.ired, transpol· t 
that h o.cl be011 ne11t on the 21 September tc the 82 US Jiir-
bornc Division dclivcreo. its lc-::1d . The fou:z.- platoons 
carrying i-.)L continuwd their journey end delivered their 
load to 162 }~jC. Purther composi to muinten:mce packs ·were 
else clcspctched t c ·ooth US Di vision~. 
During 'l.'~e night, svven plt:toonn of Main .ii.rnmu.nition Nctures 
were des pa ~ched by C o:;'l)s I Q' from BOlfr1G LEOI-OLD to stock 
162 FMC at .CIR.AVE. 
3 o.nd ·10 QCS vrero eutubli:;hed at lU,JME(rgN and 163 Field 
Ambulo.nce moved f'orn01·cJ to DJ.1-JEL 6875 to deal ·:d th Airborne 
casual ties · ovoc~1ut ca ov·.r H 1'17,DER RI.JN in DUKWS . 

(f) ~ September. On the L of' C beinc rustored, Rear Headquart-
ers 30 Corpo moved, but tht::: L of C ,;:o.s r.~nin cut nt 1200 
hours on 2lf- Scpt,:imher, rina Re-:3.r Ccrps were mnroenea SOUTH of 
the I cut' in the VrX'diEL area , together •~Ii th three of the 
anmuni tion plo.tocns des1>otched the yrevious night; in 
addition, NOR'TII of the 'cut' , the four platoons which had 
delivered ar:unw1i ticn vero :llso :prevented from returning, 
together with oom-.: cf the four pl~tcons Y1hich hai:1 delivered 
POL. 82 US ,_\irborne Di vi sion I G previous d.:\ys mo.intenencc 
requirements Here "l::;o held up 30TJfH cf the I cut . ' 
The German nupt>ly dunp r.t OSS contiuuod to be mc:de consider­
c.ble use of' to r,iu et 'J::>rpn troo~s' requirements end to supple-
ment Di visions I d,·d.nclling ro3ources , Whilst ar~~\:ing from 
this dump, t:hc s.lcoliC1 lintJ ~i.,.'.SC Co1;ipc.ny of the 8 ;.nnourcd 
Bri gnrlc reu ~ed 01,cmy elements who ,..-ere also trying to use 
the dump, nnd, uf'tcY killinE; several of the enet'\Y took 75 
pri soncrs o.!: "fl'tX . 

The supply si tu..'l.tion ~~t A11:1v Ro':l.dhec.d was net good ~t this 
time but thw Corps ·:,e re r1Jlc to maintcin thems~lvcs to the 
extent of 4(X),000 r r.-tious e ven though the mC1in b ,\l~cing 
items , i.e. t0ti, sug·.1r, nilk ond cigar(:)ttfln were unprocU%'a.ble 
All n.vailoble Corn:;; t:c·m~·ntlrt :i.·esources ·-.-,ere 0oncentratcd on 
the task of build~.ng up stoclcs irl 161 FMC to the maximum, as 
forward mn.inten:i.nce H:~s imJ)ossible , 

(g) 25 September. l'l o chant,:0 f;:om 24 September. 

86. The total number of prisonurs of' \/8.r that were captured by 
the fermntions within 30 Cor-pt.; during the period 17 to 26 September, was 
as follows:-

(Jfficcrs 0Rs 

Guords ;i.rmou.red Division 10 140 

43 Divisi an 11 500 

50 Division 5 400 

'.fot!'\l 26 1,040 
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;,PPENDIX I G-1 to 
p;J~ I I. 

30 CORFS MOVEi'lEM.r INST3.UOT ION l•'OR O~;:T ION I GARDEN 1 

1. General 

Thi ::> instruction is to bt; rco.d in conjunction .with 30 
Corps flper ati on Instrttction,No. 21.;., cxtrn.cts of °1',hich are included 
under Section 4 of' this :ccport. 

2 . ;.xes of J.dvc.1~ 

30 Corps is rov::mcir:g on one 1,ic.in iucis as l Did r1owr1 in 30 
Corps l"iperation Instruction j!o . 2]+ . (Sec J.ppcndix ' B' I o P-u-t I), 

The subsidiary c.xi s ~Jill '\SSist tli.e ~ clvanco t l"l.ctica.lly and 
mey provide a most i r,19ortt!nt ult,Jrr, ~tive route should the oo.in axis 
or any pn.rt of it prove unusa ble. It will r-ro.r ho\"tt:ver m1tcrially 
inoreo.sc t he ovc:r.'.:111 spee d of r.10vcmcnt. 

Order oi' J._:-..rch nnd 'limi 1~ 

;, t 1,nne:>,.-ure 1 is r:. t able . showing [.;rcu9in13 of form~ ti,:ins 
and units for movcm~nt . 

~rhe t C\blc is arra.n1.1eu iii the urJer of march, bu·b it r:1ust 
be appreciated tli:~t this ,.til:l. ·.,.,ry in accorc1nncc ::i. th the teicticnl 
ai tuation. 

Gul'..rdz r..r1.1oureJ Di viE:;ir.m 1·.rill however ttllvancc o.t •~ 1 hour. 

S.P fer oll zeri!lls, (l~ns those rllre£ldY HORTH c'f it), is 
the SOlJl'H end of the briciec 3596.-

5. 

Dispersul point is the Northern out::;kirts of f..filfrlEM. 

(a) The rntc of mover:!cnt c1cp,:nts clc·)r]y on the; t 'lctical 
si tuatior. . It i s , hc•.;cvor, hopor1 lo mov-.; '!.t ':\J-pr oY.imately 
35 vtn on cJ 1) mih. 

(b) It is <.sti:-.. Tl,wcJ th:it l'or i.:icti.cal reazons 1:he f lc-·;1 pns t SP 
on ' D' l ' oy i s unlike ly to exceed 3 hours. 
1.rher~n.fter it is horicd i l-i'.c'lt a 13 hour flo\·1 <lrtily, ( vi ,. from 
C60Q;, hours t o 1900;~ hours), will p::i.sz SP. 

(o) Ther e will be WO movcncJJt 011 Lh~ t,1nin nxis duri:1)£; the hours 
of a:1rkness.. Th .:: only c;:ocrti um; t o this rule ·11ill be : -

( i) •.r:~cticol ncccs::;i ty. 

(ii) i;hcn n Gr cup Cor1unndcr i :.: s&ti:';la.Gd that his group 
c:\n com; l e to i +,s n1twu, '.'Ji t hout ili s n1pti ng tr.::iffic 
arrnn t,t:J.Kn t:;, ;-:ithin t-.10 hou.r11 of l·lst light. 

( d) G•roups le:--..gu,.)riuG i'or the ni ['ht ':till pr obr:bly h.-:wc t c do so 
on the m~i n r t-'l.d oY.i..ng 1; tht: tl!:. t ure <'f the e r 1Jw 1d, though 
it l"):1y uc pcs.;iblr. for ,.;tc:-: to :,ull off' i Hto fi:-lr1s :1dj ::wcnt 
in some pl ·\c \.s . IF UNI'"i3 Li: • .vi~ 'l'liF. l~Qj,lJ 1''01{ LE ,Glf-m.IMG 'fHEY 
WILL LE~·,VE ; . W::iiO<~SI%:T.:-.'flV" ~ . TIC Ro_·,D to in.lic:1tc the point 
:::i.t ·;1hich th e t·.1il o f' the col ur.u1 ·:,1'1:; YJh.:;n it :;t'.l.rted t o le-we 

••• /th..1 ro~ . 
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the ·road. Follovring seriuls will NOT pass this point 
except under provi~ions of (c) (i) and (ii) above. 

In a:ny case , it is es~ential that all serials start to move 
again 9unctually a t 0600 houro. If this is NO'l' done the 
oracr oi' march will be disarranged ?.nd ch::ws is like ly to 
ensue . 

6. b._ig)1ts 

No lif ,hts -..,ill be :1llowed on the mnin oxis by ni;?,,ht . 

No open f.ire \till be lit by night on the fil.'.\in axi s or in 
its irranediate vicinity. 

7. Rcarm:i.rd 'l'raf:f'i c 

Ree.rward trnffic on the in:-iin 11.xis of o.dv cmce will be kept to 
the barest minimum f or :., t least tho first 48 hours. This include s 
local and inter- unit maintenance traffic. 

8. Provost 

AIM '30 Cor ps •.rill co- ordino.te 901icing of the mr:.in axis. 

One section 43 Dividonal Provost e,nd t wo sections 50 
Divisionol Provost :ire. pl,'\ccd umlt', :::- c01m19nd .. H.: 30 Gorps. 

In princiyilc, ench for m;1,t ion will police its own move1 
Divisionn.l Cl,il' ,-,orkinr; under the r,cncra.l . direction of 'i'CP contrr,lling 
the sector cf the r o,1cl concerned. (ThLi does NC'.P. ::i.pply to Gu.nrds 
.~,cured Divisi on whc· ·.,ill be Gntircly r esponsible fer policille t heir 
own movement) . 

Trcffic and f-~ovement GmLl:!ol Or13anis,1tion 

(o.) i.t. ;,nne:cur::- 2 is u description of' 30 0(.!ri>s 'l' r t,ff'ic anc1 
Mo--:c~nt Control orgn.nisati'jn for opcr~tion •~'i' . 

(b) ;.11 Groups will :for wt..rd to this HQ by not bter _ then 2000 
hour s 16 Sopt er.11,,er, J ct~il~ of sub-nllotrnvn t er seri;:.l 
numbers oriu, if pos s ible, ~;n ~nticip:it ed or1.1er of march. 

(This Jocs iw·r :ipply ~o Gua r ds ;,,r,noured Division , axc.)pt 
f or· ;,ur.iini~trotivt;) Grou[>, Guards Annourud l,,ivioion will 
however !ceE.:p Tr':\ft'ic Office 30 Cor ps 1'\,llJy i n:i'o:nned of the 
pl'.·ot:r ess of' ·their move. 'l'his i s •:.:sscnti '\l so tha t subs·equ-
ent. l';roups c.:\n l,..; got 01) to the ro·1us. 

( c) Ench gruup ,dll m,'l.int"\in · ::m LO ,1t '11r :1ffic r:nice 30 Corps. 
LO ,,dll report ?.4 hours befor e the a~y on which the g.cuup 
is oxpncte<l to move . 

(a) 'L'CP ~t SP has authority t o pa::;s th.rouc}i onto the .cc-ute 
gr oups 0f NC/.l' more th·.m 10 vehicles as anr1 when op9orttmi ty 
offcra . 

Ilri :~di c r, 
G-cnc ,:,"\l S t '1ff. 
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l:.NNEXURE 1 to · 
,'.PPENDIX I G-' to 
PART II 

GROU?Il'IG 01•' li'Or<:.:..~TIGNS ;,.11D UNITS l~OR }~OVEMR~T - OPERATION 
'G.'JWF.N1 

Fr.iro~ t i en 
or Unit 
responsi bl e 
f or Grcup 

·Addli. tional S e:rial 
Tr oo1,s un:lor Nw::,ber!.l 
CorJ::and. or 

( o.) 

5 Guards 
Armourc::1 
Brigade 

One Squadron 
2 HCR 

2 HCR less 
l1- Squadrons 

u.-i:lor C cm=.a.ntl 
f or ~ovment 

(bJ ( c) 

H 1 

Gu~rds 
Division,:Q 
Hcad,;ua~tors 

8 Cl, f, 11-

i1.P 

94 r...;.,·, Reg.ii tent 
l ess dctn.chnxmts 

Reconncissl'.llce 
P.e.rty 100 b.!, 
Ilrigc..de 

Ono S quo.Jron 
2 HCR 

32 Gu:1:cds 
Br i r;:.lL1e 

84- Yfoclium 
fo::L,1.mc;nt l,;ss 
2 Scct::.ons 

100 ~. J3rir,c..3e 
elements 

14.8 Fiell1 f "'Irk 
Squo.droP-

11 F i e ld Cor:ipany 
ond Bric1e inc 

v <::;hicli:is 

J\ 5 

6 

j-,_ 7 

,,. G 

A q 

;, "IQ 

j). 11. 

1.°l. 12 

D-estinetion Approx- Ap:prox- Remarks 

( a) 

,-'i.RL'U-IB!( 
and 
NORTH 

ao 

<lo 

do 

<lo 

do 

do 

tlo 

<lo 

,.JtNHEl.i 

clo 

iJ::c.te ~ .... ts 
r.~ber tii:.,e 

ot J:Mt 
irehicle::; roint 

(e) (f) 

888 180 

40 0 

40 8 

158 30 

20 4 

8 

4-0 

180 

170 

61 15 

50 10 

113 20 

Under 
command 
5 :Brigade 
f.ol'• 

move 

•• • / A 14.. 
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Forr:1ation ;._ddi tionr..l" · Seria l Des ti- Approx- ~pprox-- Rer.1arks 
or Unit 
responsible 
f r,r Group 

( a) 
.kir OP 

2 HOR 
(Squadron) 
and A 
Echelons 

Squ~ron 
2 HOR c.nd 
R.1~SC 

Headquarte rs 
.30 Corps · TCfs 

15/19 H 

41+ RTR 

Troops under 
Cor.J:'~t: or 
undor cora-.:and 
f or r..ovcmcnt 

(b) 

Battery 86 
Field Reg;i-
u ent, Squo.dron 
.RI.JY;'J.,S 

SF Bo.ttery. 
Squadron 
11.L/fo.LS 
Detach-
r.1cn t 27 ~-~ 

Nu:nbers nation i r.iate ir.1ate 
nw:1ber l;i.Lle 
of veh- past 
icles .. post 

(c) ( 9-) ( e) . (f) ( g) 

A Hi- · .,-;RN}[EM 16 4-

• . 

.. i. . 15 do 282 55 

,i 16 do 90 

B 200 Voo:·ious GO 12 

C 220 EINDHuVEN 300 60 

D 230 VEGll][. 350 70 

SRY Ue.tt cry 1l~7 E 240 G&.VE 375 75 

123 LAA 
Rogir.10nt 
( less 
battery) 

Y GvR 

H co.clqum-t er::. 
100 AA 
Drigndo 

Field R.e[Si-
1.1cnt• Squad-
ron RvY.'J.,S 
DctachJ:1ent 
27 L.li.l. 

165 H.u'l. Rogi-
1.1ont less 
one troop 

Seaborn~ 
Tuil 'A' 

4-3 l~cconn- Squadron 
ais~ancc ,~rl'.loured 
R c gt. 1 2 KRRC ~ ce incn t 
----- --- -- . 
Rcconnai­
ssa.ricc nnd 
Har bour 
1-arties 

1,30 B ricade 
Group 

G 260 NIJ}.::ID;EN 108 20 

G 261: do 

do 

-io 

II 270 i'.J!Nl£El:I 

K 301 ..:.RN J©:i . 
nnd 
NU1l'l'H 

K 302 do 

K 303 · do 

9 2 

14- 4-

124 25 

517 100 

------ -
350 70 

15 3 

719 140 Incl 100 DI.Jl(wS 
and 46 al.SC 

.. 



For1.1ation 
or Unit 
responsible 
f or Group 

(a) 

- 02 -

.b.dditional · .. s-~riil'· 
Troops U1&r ... N~ 
Ooii i..:ncl or 
under 

· oor.1·.1o.nd f or 

- -
Dosti- .. ~pprox- ,~pprox­
natipn inate iuD.te 

nunber tine 
of veh.- past 
j,cl aa, post 

r1ovonent __ (· ~)· 
(b) \ ... (cl .... :< ' (d) _ ... _ 

Troop . 236 1.nt1:.:" K 30~ ·.:JUIBE1I 4-9 10 
Tank l3attcry and 

:. tiURTH 
--·-· .. .... ,. 

Remarks 

.- ··-· Tao 43 
Division 
Tac 8 
Arnoured 
Brigade -
64 Med.iuo 
Rcgir.ient 

Survey Troop __ _!{ ,29.5. . 
R. i •• 

do ·J51, 70 I ncl 70 RA$C 

- 112 Field 
Rogioent 
4J Divisional 
RE Group 
Roconna.iss~c e 
and Harbour 
Parties 

214 Bri3adc 1~rr:1cured 
Group Regi uent 

8 i.rr.iourod 
;}ri3ado 

K 306 

- . ' 

K .307 

K 308 

K .309 

Divisional Troop 236 .:..nti- K 31.0 
Headquartors T::ink Dattory 15 
and Hea.cl.- FDS 
qUA-rtcrs 8 
Armoured. 
Briga.do 

' K 311 

., 

do 110 . .... 
. . . -

do 18 2 

·- --
· do "675 13,5 Incl .100 DUKWS 

, , and 22 IuiSO 
...... 

. . --
do 339 65 

... 
do 238 50 

. 

do i.i+2 90 Incl 100. Rh.SC 

~· 

179 Field 
Regir:ient 
94 Field 
Reeiu::mt 
4-19 Heavy 
Bo.ttery 

RN f..rtillory 
48 Survey 
ne.tte ry 

--~ -
- . ~·-

/ .. • 

129 Driuo.de .Aru::>ured -K 312 
Group .. . . · Rcgi faent 

Dridgin_g 
Plo.toon 

les s Squadron 

207 Field 
Park C or.,po.ny 

61 Rccorm- Detaohr.tent 
aissanco 508 0011pa.ny 
Rceirnent R.i..SC 

5 E Y0HXS 
Group 

113 LAi1. 

K .313 do . · 16 

L 500 1\RNH.EM 177 

L' ·500 

do 1•14 

129 Incl 100 DUXWS -~-­
. .and .. 25 ·RASO - • 

3 

35 · 

55 Dridgehea.d 
D etaclir.len t 

25 
R c(.:;i1 \Cn t -· 
less '.Jo.ttery 

. .... -. 

1X' GOR M 502 do 11 2 

\ 

------· .. 
un e Troo:) 557 

. SL ;)attecy 
3 CCB 

M 503 

J 300 

do 20 .. 2 

,illNHEli{ 70 15 
and 
NvRTH 
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Fonnation .Ad.di t~onal Seriel Desti- Approx- ~rox- Remarks 
or Unit Troops 'Wlder. Num,. nation irna.to . imate 
responsible Oommand '•or bers number time 
fot Group under of .. past 

coi:r.land for vehicles point 
movanent ,'. . ·- ·- . 

(a) (b) (o) ( d} (e) (tl ( sl 
10 cos N 510 .ARNHEM 70 15 

and 

. '. ,' ' · NORTH 

Seaborne 0 51-1, .AmIID1 195 40 
Tail 1B1 

69 Brigade 86 Field Regi:" P 530 ~ 754 150 
Gr...a.up uent less 3 to end 

batteries P 537 NORTH 
Dattery 7 
:Uediura Regjynent 

Mpn Head- P 540 27.5 55 
quarters to do 
50 Division p 544 
Group 
151 Brigade 7 Mediuo less P 560 
Group one battery to do 882 180 

P 565. 

Rear Hoa.d- 7 1:odium Regi.- P 570 inol 
quarters nent .... rtillery to do 019 165 1 I-W.iFS 
50 Division Platoon P 579-
Group 

231 Brigade P 580 . .. 
Group t o do 630 125 

P 583 . 

Rear Head- l..ir Troops Q 700 do 350 70 
quarters Heo.dqua.rters 
30 Corps Reconnaissance 

1~2 EMC 

Se~borne 
J •• 

S 800 ¼RNHnI 
.... ,., .... __ 

202 4-5 '· 
To.il 'C I •,. I 

US Airborne 't 
Tail U 1000- · ? ,oco 200 

162 ntc T 830 ? 300 60 

Guards 
1.rmoured 

-DiVisinn 
i..dr.dni st Z:!i'-• .. 
tive Grp~p 

. . 

43 Division B cchelqn, 110 K 900 ? 850 170 
!J ... i. Re~nt 

•, ' 
~tdr.dnist ra.- to I• 

tive Group K 949 
50 Division nat tery 75 anti- P 950· ? 1,71 .55 ~ 

· -- ,i.clr.rlnistra- T onk R cg:iuen t to 
tive Group F 95.5 · 

165 Hll Regi- 123 LAk. HegioertV . 1100 ? 200 40 A.11 D 
Tlellt 113 Lful: ,Regir.1~ to . echelon 

324 Coopany RtlSG V 11103 
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The follovd.n3 serials will be phased in as required according to 
progress of op0ratiJnal ond tactic~l situati on. 

Fo?'[jlltion Serial · :~pproxiJ?o.te Approximate Remar ks 
or Unit Nui.1bers numbe~ .. of .. til'Ff~_pnst - responsibl e vehicl'-3s post 
f'or Croup 

( a) (b) ( c) ( d) ( e) ·- ·-

).foin Hea.dquart ern F 250 370 75 
30 Corps 

RE Grou12 
H.li.RRY rt 733-71~1 878 180 

JThi . R 742-746 483 95 

MICF • .llEL R 747-754 380 75 

P".cll'EH . i1 755-760 536 105 

RIOF.ARD R 761 -760 7fi6 150 

l:~lJR.IC~ R 769-77~ 1110 220 

- GEO.RGE R 776-778 56t 115 

SPIKE R 779-784 1486 300 

JOHN. R 785-790 1146 230 

TO.i il 72SJ- 722 300 60 

If.HE[) R 720-722 · 300 60 

BILL R 723-726 4-19 85 -· 

DERTRJJ1 R 723-726 419 85 

IDX;GIE R 727-728 109 25 ,-

B~..sIL H 729-732 .. 316 65 

-
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.i\NNEXURE .2. to 
A...UFENDIX I G1 

TR.iiFFIC XND MOVE:1.iENT 00:Nl'ROL ORG.~S.ATION FOR 
OP~ION I G.\RDEN. 1 

ORGJJ{ISJI.TION OF JIOVEMENT 

1. Contro~ of movement ~ill be exercised through 30 corps 
Trnffio O:f'f'ioe. · This Office -..•,ill be established initially o.t Main HQ 
30 corps , passing to Rear 30 corps ·,7hen Mn.in 30 Corps move a forward. 

When Rear 3.0 Corps move~ forward, Trt.tffic Offioc will 
r .emain at 30 Corps Adn Post until Oi'~9red for,c;;nrd. 

·2. The organiso.tion within HQ 30 cm•ps for calling forward of 
movement groups is o.s follous :-

(a) G ( SD) Branch rlill control priori ties for movement 
on the Main Axis and will aj.vc ncccssnry instructions 
to the Traffic Office. 

(b) Traffic Office will isouc ncccssury .r.1ovement order s and 
no.lee r,11 arro.~c1:1cnt~ for the implc1:1ento.tion of the, move . 

ORGi,1-GS..".TIS)N OF T~-i.F'FIC CONTROL 

3. Tro.ffic Control ·,1ill pc oxcrcised through regulating HQ' s 
o.n9- TCP' s . 

4-, RC£!Ulatin.i::; H~s• ·,vill ·co.eh be in chorrte of a. certain aeotor 
of the Ma.in li.xis o.nd ~·,ill ·controi certniu· TCPs. 

5. 

The loco.tion of these is as fol lows :-

( o.) . Reau.la ting HQ No. l - . Bric1ge over MEUSE - ESC~UJ'l' Co.nal. 

TC.l?s - A 1'iEUSE - ESCl.U'r Cnnnl Bridge 
D Vll.LKENS'.'i,'.u~ 
C EINDliO\IEN 

( b) Rcgulo:';ing HQ No. 2 - YEGHEL 

TC'.Ps - D &"r OEDE.i"\!RODE 
E VEGI-IEL 
F rd junc ESCI-L'JOO~ E 6251 

( o) Rogula..ting HQ l\To . 3 - ,iRNHEH 

TCPs - G NIJMEGEN 
H l\R.N!-]E}J 

Sec cliaerl\f,1. nt Sketch ';·1.1 to tl~•is i~1mcxure. 

6. No. 2 Rc.:Q.llutin.-:; flQ at VEGHEL will <let as control sto.tion 
for all Rcguln.tine HQs anc1. will be in coramunicQ.ti.on \/ith Ea.in nnd 
Rcnr Corps. 

7. Line coniJ:runico.tion will be lr.d<l to Tro.1'fic Office Rco.r 
30 Corps fror.l No. l Hcgulo.ti118 IIQ r,t ESC,..UT Briclce through HECli'.CEL 
cross r oads K 348_3. 

• •• /G. Code 
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Code signs; .t'~~.quencies, eto, will be ·issued by CSO 30 corps. 

( a.) Regula tin,~ HQ - ~ sonnel Ono s enior officer ·--

(b) ~ 

One NOO 
Three wirel ess operators 

EqU.i·pmi~'tit One wirulcss vehicle 
Jeep or Car. 

- Per::rorlnci One nfficcr 
t -... 

One senior NOO 
Three v1irclcss or,c..:rators 
T-10 regimental DRs 
llalf Section Provost 
Cook 
Re covery Personnel 

Egui11mcnt Ono wireless vehicle , V!i th two 
banks of battcr :i.cs and chargine 
set. 
Four gall ons clear pe trol 
One 15 cvrt domestic vehicle 
One Recovery vehicle 
.Proves t motor cycles 
Cookifll: f acili tic:, 

POSITIONING .AND l.{OVEi,Ei'iT OF TCPs J\ND l~ GU-J.J!.'l.' ING RQn 

10. TCPs and Regulating HQs Will move into position as ordered 
by HQ 30 corps . Those f orvrard of Corps sP ,1ill move behind Guards 
.Arnau.red Division and vill dl·op off on arrival at t heir respective 
destinations, 

OODE N.IU:iES 

11 . Eo.ch TCP ,•,ill be kno,m by t he code name 'T,\Iill 1 follo·ficJ. 
by .a pl aoc code nrunc of the to·,rn in which it is looa.t cd . 



SKEroH 'A' TO afflEXURE .2 
TO 11.PmIDIX 'G' TO ~T I 

TRAFFIC COOROL NET 

MAIN -- 30 
TCP ',. ,· - ... No. 3 Rm HQ : \ CORPS ·. ·, 

\ TARE MALVOLIO -, 
\. ... 6 .EASY 6 BAKER l_, 

I 
TCP 

NIJMmliN 
TARE BELCH 

TCP 
ESCHARm 
~ TYlMLT 

TOP 
VIDHEL 

TARE ~LSEY 

Gp II 6187 

roP 
ST OEDENRODE 
TARE OODWED 

TC? 
EINIHOVEN 

T1'RE DRUTUS 

TCP 
VALiaNSWAARD 

TARE GLFNro\iER 

Gp I 
560,3 

TCP ' 
ESCAUT nHIIGE 

TARE DRIDGE 

,. 
\ 

__ ,, 

_,, - .. 
I . . 

g··: 

.. -,. 
' \ :' -. ,/ 
.,,,.--. 

, \ 
( ; 

.l 
i -.. . ... ~; 

(-
. ·•., 

. ·~ 
\ 

.... ~ -· 

/-

I 

I 
I 

I 
/ 

I 
I 

/ 
I 

I 
//4.2RE&HQ 
: VEHEL --
I 

/ 
6 /illLE 

\, 
\ 

1 Noo 1 REG HQ 
ESC,iUT DRIIGE 

/' .-\ 6 DOG 

~-J- - - -· - -
( ~"\ - -....,,,--
TP 

HIDH'l'EL CRO~ RDS 

. ..... 
( ' !JM 
, } 6FOX 
~ , 

' .,. 

:t,· 1. . ~- Controi 

2. 

3. 

1+. 

. ' 
'• I Station 

Rear 30 Corpe will 
oontrol one to one 
link to No.1 Reg 
HQ until No. 2 
Reg HQ opens. 

TCFs R/T i£ 
oonditions 
favourable. Control 
may order Cw'. 
Reg HQs and 30 
Corps will be CW. 

- .. \ 
\ 

REAR 
30 OORFS 

.6 CHARLIE 

.. 
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,J>ifflDIX 1H 1 

.i_o PJl.RT II 

··---
HQ 30 OORFS TRl.FFIC hl"ID },i:,NEiiCENT CVNT.t-.lJL UHG,'a.J"\JI.Su.'l'ICN 

GBO I (L) · 

GSO II ~Ops) SORE GSO :III 
.(cam) 

Responsibilities 
I 

GSO I (L) - ( a) Cb-ordinatir;n of moveme;nt rind tra.fiic 
control. 

(b) i..vailabili ty ol' rout,~;:; . 

( c) Liai3un with -Ups~·· 

. ... . . ... . 

GSO II( Ops) ( u) Orero.tional s i tuatiq~. 

· SORE 

G~U III 
(cam) 

(b) Inf'o~·uw ti.on · en r,nti-.::i:?ata:i operuti r;nal moves. 

( c) Pr:.cri ty :,f t.i.:>veuont. 

( d.) Details Jf r .:,i:.tes U:'l fo~ Crrpz control. 

- ( a) Co- c,rdir:ati .:;n :;f mnvemen t ~"lrl. issue 
c,f rJc,ve Ol"iiers to c.11 .:u:lra.~.nis tr:itive 
units. 

( b) Plmminu ·,r, : exec:uti.:,n r,f TC organisation. 

( c) Liai::ion w:i. th provo:-J t. 
1 

- · ( a.) ·f,dvicu 01i r:tnt .:: o~' routes ehJ 1."outc 
naint(;no.nco. 

(b) Inf.:>11·.,at:l r.,n i;,n br lu~cs, brii~e 
clos~ificatiJns etc., 

- ( n) Issue all exec-utivu movement 0rders 
for opcrc. tiwal units# 

( b) State roo.d aw,il,'lbili ty. 

- ( l.l.) I1ctplumcnt _ati , in of' 1m")vcrnent inHtructions. 

(b) Oo- O1·clinution oi' Corus 11rov0St r asources. 

( c) Provi:.;ion of i,;r.,vost resoul·0es i'or· 
TC or .-i::i.n i sn t i0r1o 

(<1) ' Zstal>li:-'llu:1ent ot' n0c es~o.r.y diver s ions in 
conj1mction •,1ith 11.1!: •• 

2. GSO I (L), Dii.~~G-, .. u1u GSU ·III' (Cam) will bv ..e::;t,,blishcd 
at Tra.ff'ic 0ft·ioc Ua.i.n 30 Corps. 
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PART II 

TOPOGRAP.HIGA,L .4.PPRECIATION OF THE AXE OF ADV,\NCE 
AND OF RIVERS W.AAL AND NEDER 1UJN 

WESTERN .i\,XIS· 

1. ( a) ESCAUT Canal - EINDHOVEN 

First class road 25 - 30 f't wide with a tarmacadam surfaco 
and ample grass verges in most places. Parts of the 
road, however, are embanked ond flanked by ditches. 
Deployment is difficult except in sandy woodland areas 

: immediately on either side of the road between VALKENSWAARi 
and EINDHOVEN. This stretch is also aui table for the 
dispersal of vehicles, as there are many wooded stretches 
which also ere most suitable for the defence. 

(b) EINDHOVEN 

Except for the main NOTITH - SOUTH road, the streets 
are tortuous and narrow. 

( o) EINDHOVEN - GRAVE 

Shevm as first class ro{'(d, ,,,idth 20 ._ .30 ft, but in 
places the road surf~ce is very bad. Deployment possihle 
o.long most of ·its length oxcept between ZON 4426 am 
ST OEDENRODE 4232 where the sUITounding country is peaty., 
and in the neighbourhood of GRAVE where the road is embanked 
with ditches ~neither side, 

The bridge over the \VILHED.UNA Canal is a class 40, but can 
only take single line traf'fio. That over the ZUID WILLEM­
VAABT Canal at 4736 is shewn on a German map, corrected 
to March 1943, as h.wing a maximum -load copo.ci ty of 16 
tons. 

The loop at ST Ol!.1)ENRODE can be by-po.ssed by o new rnad, 
(not shewn on the 1: 100,000 maps), from 424317 to the 
cross roads at 427322. 

(d) GRAVE t~ NIJ1.{EGEN 

First class road with concrete surface, 20 - 30 ft wide, and 
two cycle tracks, 5 ft wide~ flanked by broad grass verges. 

From GRAVE to 6459 the road crosses the MEUSE volley 
pnld,~;r.-s which f.\re intersected by hedges, trees end ditches, 
except for a stretch on an embankment h:11f-:1- mile e.'\oh 
side from tha 1-'il!:USE bridges. F.t•0m 6459 the roo.d f'ollows· 
the rnilwny through country dotted with clumps of tree~ 
<'r bushes, :md vill11s . Alml)S t the whole of th(. rend is 
d<:mina ted by the high ground SOUTH .1nd EAST of NIJJ1EGEN. 
Between GRAVE and NI,JMEGEN there arc fi.nn dry soils except 
for two bel ta of wet clay, one i'or two miles NORTH of GRAVE 
e.nd the other a mile long at 652600~ 

(e) NIJMEGEN to ARtfflIDi. 

The old road via EI.ST 7070 varitls from 20 ft to 40 ft in 
width. The surf'nco is concrete for m<'st of the way, 
th"'ug}. parts nre of rolled clinker. 

• • . /The road 
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The road crosses the WAiLT., river by n ne\'1 bridge, 716631, to 
LENT 7164-, and tr,;,.ve rses the 0pen cultivcclied plain to the 
lower RHINE through fl~t 0pen fields lined with deep ditches, 
and sinAll sca 'liiierua. orchn:'.'ds · nanr the villages. The road 
is r aisod ,_;1.bout 11- t o · 6· ·.fo ._; t a hove th.o surrounding country. 
Finn dry, Sa"1dy GOil, •.rree s 111O .. lg th.J r _0aasido and the 
orchards n.ffnrd ·the only c:over t,s f a r ,is ~ l:.ST, whilst 
deploy1a1:mt is. lj mi t ~:d to E'•llVe).•al s econdary r oads. 

At 715737, n. ne·:., r ead luads t c d~'lliEI.f via a .·ncw bridge over 
the lm1cr RHINE .9.t 74.0707, Th1., re.au. is belie"-'.'ed to be 
still under com:truotion. I-!i :.;hould 1'e c apoble of taking 
tracked vehicles, but ·thtise Y1ould hGve to by- pass two 
incC1llplete •tflY-ove:,.11' bri<lges. 

. ' 

E;.STERN AXES 

First cl-ass road·, b•.1t cleip-wyment ve r y di:!':i'ic:.ilt, except 
for a short s tre tci · ~:.ot1m.:.::\ IBZNDB e nd JiEJ%~l~ 4911, owing to 
peaty nature of the 31·c m:d, Lir.ii t e d l!e-.;il•JJ11lent just '."/EST 
of. road HEEZE to GELDRC:i?. .. , . 

(b) G'ELDROP to iIEL.iOND j_";2?, : · ·. · ' 

(c) 

RIVERS 

' Fir~t clo.ss r oed viLh' ( i.LCf53 l,JJ bri dgJ OYOr che EINDHOVEN 
Canal. r::,eplo~ni1e nt po,1;: !.i..::; f 1;;>.r ,1. s l,:rnm.o 5216, but fair 
from there to liEU.;0i•D. 

HE:U,iOND -· B..:J<EL 6122:. ·· c:;.;1·.i'SRT: 5780 ·- · VO!lQ;L 5640 - MILL 
6li45 - ESCHERFlf 615;.:. . . · 

Se -Jonda r:· rol,d, .in .. evl;:i:•u1 r.1 :::cez fit . .onl}" f'or sir)6le line 
trnffic, Surfr..c,1 ~en.era'.t 1y gooc., '.}::1rl suitable for heavy 
loads, except for a 3trot:'\n 1~d.,1·.'ln.V 'o-; t wce::1 V'OI!<EL .. n:cd 
MILL whe re the s:.ibs :>:Ll :.s !k)£: i;~_ 

One Clues 4-0 and twc Cle.s s ·~4- "h:-fc'lp,es ov11i· ·~he ZUID 
\IILLEMS VAAf..T at HED.[OiD. .. , . 

Deployment posn;_blc a long uost of the r oad, though 
there nre bud stNtches :i:ES'1' 0r the :roa;l. ~t 6026';-··on'. . 
either side of the rond b(; i;w\.!e?'\ vou::..;L ~nd 4 ILL, 
ond f .or' a couple · of' mllall '!\T\l of ; . .-.ILL.; . 

~: - Sec !,ppcndix ' J3 1 , P.,\H'l' I i'or r ou"';P- s 11,,."lnd. , 

3. Dn tf\ on the Hi vc.rs.. !.:.;~\B, · .r::.:\J, ::i~14 ;~En RLHT :,•,l'll"!r o the mnin 
,;1xia bridges cross them is as sht; \'lll :1c.i:•cu=1<lo:?:': .. 

(c) 

Diuie.LSions GRAVE 

Current 

Dq:;th g,1, f ee t 
;/idth : 800 f ee t 

The 1.;A.~9 rises :,nrl t.':>,lls ·rury :.rncM nn) y nfte r heavy 
rains, sorneti111cs 1j f a<:it .--.·,_·· ll!Oro \IJ.1-'.· :i.n n few d '\ys, 

•• • /Bt.>.nks 



I 

- 91 -
Banks 

The banks are flat over a considerable stretch; they 
are covered .with gravel Md peat; the fields and heaths 
-Yihich back the brulka oft' er little cover; woods seldom 
approach within 550 yards of the bank; on the left 
bank there are concrete cosemates at every 220 yards. -•. . . 

( b) RIVER WAAL 

General 

The River WW., is the most important. shipping channel of 
the RHINE by v1hich ships can reach the RUHR area from 
tho estuery ports of tho NETHERLANDS. The river flows 
through polderland, which gives place to river terraces 
in tnc Upper reach near NIJMEGEN. '!he river has a 
constant seasonal variation which is felt along the whole 
stretch, as there are no locks. I.ow water is in September -
October, , · 

· ·Dimensions 

Width (at norr.,al low water) : nonnally 850 feet. 

Depth varies according to the seasonal lev-els of the RHINE. 

Banks 

Normally dyked along each bank, exoept at points where· 
there is a quay, loadir~ ~tage, or port. . . . 

(o)' RIVER NEDER RIJN 

Dimensions 

\Vidth at .ffiNHEM approxima. tely 300 f<'-et. 
of the river may incre3se to 1640 feet. 

Depth a - 1l;. feet. 

Current 

In winter the width 

The tide is noticeable as far oe CULEMBORG (E 27). 

Banks 

'rhe river is fairly constricted between dyk~s along 
tho river bunkc. Thoso dykes ore norrui~lly of earthen 
construction, reinfor0ed at intervals by atone setts. 

Th'ere is normolly a towpath along one bank, though the 
path frequently change:1 from one bo.nk to the other. 

'!'here io lit Uo cov0r on ci ther bank of the River EAST 
and )/E3T of ,,HNHEM. 
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,;FPENDIX I L I t 0 

P,\RT II 

.. :. .. ' : ' ;· iiiAIN EXTRAC'I'S GDS .'Jli,J) DIV 00 NO 12 

OP 11G.i.RDEN" 

... I ~RE~ 
~ . • -

INFORl,iATI ON 15 Sep 44-

; :tl ·. 

INTEN'l'I~ 

s. GBs . Ar-ma .. Di V wil 1 adv ~-t I HI hr . .it rnrucirnum speed t O o.re a .Am,iHEM 
and, by-pass:i.I.lg .1\PELDOORN, will doruin"\to the area from incl NUNSPEET to 
excl ,\PELDOORN. 

}.'iETHOD . 

6. Grouping. •ahd ' Orde:t'. of ·:;:e.~ 
• ! : I : • • 

. G~oUpihg a nd Order of ifarch a.re shown at Annexure 1, 
. · . . • 

7, Air Sp 

(a) Allotment of Tentnclos 

(b) 

(i) ··One conta~t car under direct -aiv' control for 
PhAse I then po.!'l~ing to 2 HCR 

(ii) One tent:;1r,le to 32 Gds Ilde 
One t entacle to Div TIQ 

30 Corps Vlill r.inintni n e. Fwd Control Post in order to 
mbni tor ·an c::1'1.lls .f.or ;,ir sp so th-,t should nppo:,ls 
from ourselves or ,;he Airbo:::-no C',e,rps conflict or 
endanger the Qthcr> :.\ ve::tn 0lin il!m,edi.~tely be imposed • 

. . '· . . .. : 1'! . 

(c) Ground to Air R.eco~nition 

·~11l:l ·be necess·\ry -:1 U1·i:-ie this op. During· the rnpi~ ndv, • 
cerise fl11orr::3•.:t:,t p,m(;ln vsill be: displayed wherever 
avail nblo. Tl1" :i :-.- u;.c 1,iA-:J r,c ,;usp'endod At the discretion 
of comds AS f\, ·i: \ihcn -th£: h(:~;in:;il situntion clornonds it. . . . 
(i) iietwoi=:n H'iti.nus ·15 · r.11.ne nroc1 H hr yellow smoke will 

be: r.-urnecl ul'k·r.. f :•'i.\ >~dJy ,'1i:t•craft er1.. seen. NO'.l.' r.1ora 
th1m 50:,~ of stock.:; held will be hurncd. The 9 thcr 
recogni ti,m , 1idu ·.-:ill be used in nr.oordnnoo with 
previoua \nst:~s, 

(ii) The ve!j' lii:ri. t.od ;dr cf.c'Drt \Jhich the enemy may ir.ake 
is likely tc· he dire~ted .:1e.-.inst the airborne force nnd 
it is most in,proh,,blo ti1.nt our ·t:ps will be attacked 
by eriemy oir~1 .\ft a m•..i.nr, the period ·of the drop. 
Thercfo::--e, for t:,,: purio<l H minu~ 1 hr to H plus 2 
hrs, SJ.., fira will Nor r r,pon.t NO'.P be opened on nny 
·aircraft wh~ts-oc·rcrA 

' ·.-
( iii) Retal.iotor.y fire oe~ir1st frfondly· air.craft who are 

attacking ou:~ :>:,:111 tp::i -:r...11 l11.1ve ohly one. of!"o<.;t .- to 
confirm· thc pilot's belief thflt.he is a.t+.rtcking 

; 

a. M 
: : ; 

Seporete orders wilJ. be· i!Jt::icd by CR.A incl instrs for 100 

•• ,/AA 
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AA Bde fer their anti-river craft role at NIJMEnEN. F\v~ tps will 
give every a.ssistanoe to enable this dct to get into eotion at the · 
~arliest possible ll)Oment., beginning on D Day, and continuing until 
·further orders. · · 

9. Airt'ds 

The airfds 
required by RAF. 
will pass a report 

at EINDHOVEN 421G and VOIY.EL 5640 are urgen~ly 
Tps from whichever Bde reach these airfd_~ fi-t . 
on their condition with the highest pri.013416 . 

Arrongements for taking over will then be made with.al! 
speed. 

10. 1ird 

CE .30 Corps will control all bridging ops, sufficient eqpt 
being carried initially to provide crossing over the oanale1 _up to 
and incl R MA.AS, and ferries for the rivers WAAL and NEDER JUJN, 

' ,··· 

It is possible that DUKWs f.l.nd DDs will also be employed 
on these crossings should bra not be available • . 
11. Div Tasks 

Gds Arind Div ·will corry out its task in two phases: ... 

PHASE I 

( a) On the afternoon of D Day, Gds ~..rma. Di v with 5 Gds 
Armd Bde l~ading will capture Vii.LKENSWAAJID 4108. 

(b) The adv will be preceded by full arty sp 88 coord 
b~ CRA 

( c) As the ~dv outstops the ronee of ~rty sp this will be 
taken up by TYPHOONS on o pro-arra~ed plan. · 

( d) Two bns 50 (N) Div will move forvtnrd behind leading tps, 
pstride the main rods, to proteot the flanks e.nd · 
subsequ~ntly take over VAIJIBNS'JAARD. 

( e) Leading tps will pause on the bound I JUDAS I W'ltil ordered. 
fwd by GOO to nioke contact with 101 US Airborne Div 
in area EINDHOVEN'. 

(f) The Div r,laY com SOUTH of EINDHOVEN in nrea.s of the 
CL preparatory to further adv. 

:P~II 

(a) 'ftlo Div will continue the adv two up, as ordered by GOO, 
at first lt D + 1 an,J will eo through to the final 
objective. 

(b) At GRAVE 6253, where the 0Ls converge, tho bde whioh 
reaches this pt first will continue .the ~dv, while the 
other bdc will wait for t~e tail to clear. 

(c) If 3Z Gds '.Bde should lead, it is probnble that Div HQ 
will pass through 5 Gds .Arr.:d Bd<'J o.nd t :1ko eta between 
th<; two bdes. 

. .... /@M. 
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12. ):~e~~-~~~Y-. adr.i instrs will be issued separately. 

INTERCOilfN 

13. Location of HQs 

Div HQ will be loc:1ted in the area of the Factory 3695 before 
the commencement of Phase I, thereafter will move by I.EFT CL. 

1li-, LOs 

( a) 2 HCR will provide LO ·Ni th WT set to report to }IQ 
101 US .1\i.x•horne Div as soon as contact is made. ~He 
will X'(;main until such time as relieved by LO from 
HQ .30 Corps. 

(b) 2 HOR will also provide LOs with 82 US Airborne ,Div 
and 1 Brit Airborne Di.v from the time contact is first 
gained until such time as the tail of the main body of 
Gds Arr.id Div MS passed through their area. 

15, ACK 

NOTE :Orders w0re also written on Recognition 
- and Passv1ords between ~\irborne· Forces ·and 

Ground Troops . . . 

Time of signn.turo 2359B hrs 

i·.(ethod of de spa toh SDR 
.1• , 
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GROUPING- AND ORDER OF MARCH 

1. (a) sP - JOES Br 3596 

(b) Speed - Best possible 

(c) Density - 60 vtm 

~u-m:EXURE 1 to 
ilPPENDIX 'L' to 
PART II 

(d) fulta - When ~onsidered ess~ntial by Ede Crnnd, who 
will inform this HQ 

(e) 1.E - Full, at aiscretion of oomds. 

(a) Div will move on one CL as fat' e.s VALKElNSW,tARD 4108, eubseqLlently 
on two CLa ·until G-RAVE 6213, when Div will again rooV'8 on one 
CL. 

(b) Ord .... :i.• of Morch and Grouping for RIGHT and LEFT CLs and Order 
of March on one CL are att at A.nnexurea lA and lB respectively. 
Order of March on one CL is liuhle to alteration by G-00 
ohould the op situation demand. 

' . 

.3. As the preliminary a.dv is dependent on ops to be carried out 
by ;i• Gds i.rmd Bdo, it is impossible to give timings across SP. A$ a 
reslll t of this, and with the exception of 5 Gds .llrmd Bde·,'· no· :unit will 
leave its present harbour area until ordered through this HQ. Eao~ 
unit will send an offr to the unit preced-ing it on the order of march 
in order to 

(o.) Give warni:ng of move of preceding serial (should this HQ 
order several units to follow each other), and 

(b) Ensure that there is no blookine of rd to SP 

This otfr will have WT set. 

4, APM will nrrange TCPs at X rds 3493, X rds 3595 and when the 
op situation warranto, at X rds J.+15003, 

5, . 1911/7.3 A tk bty will be under comd 2 HCR and will be allotted 
to the two sqna of 2 Hen reapor~ible for the protection of A Echs 5 
Gda lu-md. Bde and 32 Gels Bde, and R1J3C vehs. 
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ORDER OF t-.iiUlCH ..lND ·GROUPING 

ANNEXORE li m 
&'PENDIX 'L'. 
Pt.RT II 

Enln/Unit No of' Vehs 

. One sqn 2 F..CR 
5 Gds Ji.rod Bde G-p, (less 1 .. ll'!.'rl. QOIDM GDS) 

with under co::.d. - ---- 3- IC- -
-153 Fd :lcgt, ylu:~ one sec 84 l,foc!. Rcgt 

i";ro btys 21 ;._ t!t. ? ,;,gt ( 0~1C SP, 
.O!le tncJ.;or c1..:·mm) 

19 Lt Fd ..:.oh 
wi tb i."l sp 

14- Fd Sqn, incl br lorries 
2 HCR, (less four sqns) · : 
Div HQ, (a :Eich, to incl 8 Civil i .. f'fairs vehs) 
ii? 

-84- rfod Regt, (less two s.ecs) 
94- Llw. Regt, (loss dcts) 
Reece Pil,rty 100 .a.·t Ede 
Eleoents 100 ~ Bdo 
148 Fd Pk Sqn . 
11 Fd Coy~ (incl 72 br lorrios) 
AOP (Portee) . 

p One sqn 2 HOR _with, under co:xl f or nov and protection, 
..j. Echs 5 Gcs 1..rod Bde, 32 Gds Bde, 2 HCR and rlf~ 

p One sqn 2 HCI. with, under corxl. for oov and protection, 
RbSO vehs 

125 
130 

6J 
40 

64-
40 

1.58 
20 

170 
40 

81 
2!J 

113 
16 

282 

p Ono Bty73 a tk Regt v.ri.11 be sub:-aJ.].otto~ t o theso 
sqns by CM and will cooe under cOP..d.. 

·, 

-·--·-
.RIGHT CL 

One sqn 2 HCR 
3.2. Gels E'ic Gp 

.!ti th_ t_?:1dcr c_s~ia 
1 ..unc,;. OOIDl.I GI6 
2 ilrnd aecco '."!G 

"55 1''d r:cet, .:p)j''1_ one !lCC a,{ t.fod Regt 
21 A tk Regt, (j.ess t ,;, :, bt~ s r o::-.o SP 

clild one tO\·rod) 
128 Fd .1-ob 

vd !1?-_.~l!£ 
· 015 Fcl Sqn, .(incl 14 b1· lorries) 

No of Vehs 

127 
127 
U6 

60 
38. 

\0 
-..J 
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ORDER OF },iiffiCH ON ONE CL 

Sor Fr.m/Unit No of 
No Vehs 

l 
I 

5 Gds .H.I'l".\d ;)do cor.tpleto 888 

2. One sqn 2 HOR 4D 

3 2 HOR, (less four sqns) 40 

4- Div HQ 158 

5 4'J: 20 

6 84- 1Jod Rogt, (loss two socs) 170 

7 91+ L.i0,.iL Uegt, (lcs:. dots) 40 

8 Rocco Party 100 J..:L Ddo 

9 Ono Sqn 2 HOR 4[) 

10 32 Gds Bdo G'P cor:1plete 876 

11 Eler:1ents, 100 ,:J... Bdo 81 

12 148 'Fd Pk Sqn so 

13 11 Fd Coy 113 

14 Air OP (Portoo) 16 

15 Ono sqn 2 HO.a with, undor cond for 
r.1ov0 c.ntl :erotc otion 

A Echs 5 Cds ,'.n:1.d Ello, 32 
: Gd.s ' Bdo, 2 lICR ~nd ru. 282 

16 Ono sqn 2 HOR vi th, undor cu1.ld for 
1:1.0vc c.nci. 12r0tection 

RJiSC vohs 41.+D 

' .t.NNEXURE lB to 
JU'PENDIX I L' to 
PART II 

Tirae RIDWUIB 
Past 
Point 
(inol 
50% 

1fu.rgin) 

120 

6 Under cor.'ld 5 
Bde for POV 

6 

20 Incl 8 r'.A vehs 

4-

22 

7 

7 

125 

10 

7 

14 Inol 73 briclg-
ing vohs 

3 

.36 

55 
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MAIN EXTRACTS 

APPENDIX IM I 
to PART II 

,0 . (NORTHUUBERI..A!'ID) DIVISION OPERATION INSTRUCTION NO 36 

OPERATION 11GARDEN11 

INFORMATION 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Dl'TENTION 

9. 50 (Ii) Division will : -

(a) Send detachment to secure a crossing over R IJSSEL at 
DOESBURG E 9081. 

(b) Advance and secure high ground to the NORTH of ARNHEM 
keeping oont~ct vr.Lth the Northerr. troops of 1 British 
Airborne Division. 

(c) Be av~ilablo as Corps reserve. 

10. Grouping 

(a) 

(b) 

50 (N) Division ·uill bo ~roupod for the udvance in 
o.ooord.o.nce with Ap-pondi.x 'D 1 (Not included) . 

Grouping will corrmence us soon us possiblo and will be 
completed by 1800 hrs 18 September o.s far as the tactical 
situation pennits. 

ll, Order of March 

. The anticipo. tcd order of TMrch vr.i. thin the Di ',(is ion and the 
proba.blc date of-movement is as folloqs:-

61 Roocc Rogiment 
Briclgchua.d Detachment 
69 Brigade Group 
Mo.in Divisiono.l Group 
151 Brigade Group _ 
Rear Divisiona l Group 
231 Brigade Group 
50 (N) Divisional Administrative; Group 

12. Movement 

D + 2 
D + ·2 

D + 3 
D + 3 
D + 3 
D + 3 
D + 3 
D+4 

(a) Tho Divis ion ,-:ill movo on tho Corps t.fain Axis by groups. 
Dcto.ils vrill be i ssuod lo.tor. 

(b) Serial Numbers a1.·o ::i.llottod O.f3 shevm in Appendix 1D1
• 

(Not included). They h.o.vc be<;Jn o.llotted to all groups, 
and to units, the mov.:;mcnt priority of \Jhich it is con­
sidered i-t m:i.y be noccsso.r3 to cho.ngc from one group to 
o.nothor. Group Scrio.l Nur:ibors r.lill be whitov1ashcd on 
tho ·,1ii1dscrocn and tuilboa.rd of as many vehicles as 

• •• /possible. 

jennifer.otto1
Line
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P.os~•i'ble. Leading .1nd r oo.r vehicles mttot bo marked 'lrith - ·· · 
Group Scrfo.l Numbers. Serio.l Nw:ibers :l.llotted to units 
within eroups v.rill NOT be marked on vehicles unless tho unit 
is ord(.recl to r.1ovo sc:xi.r ::i.toly fror,i its group. 

\ .. ... . . . 
( c) Rntc of inovcrncnt ·acpcn"crs ·on ·tactic~l si tun. tion· but" i.-t-- ±~ 

hoped to bo at o.ppr ox_ir::c:t.:i~.Y _35 ,,tm and 10 mih. 

(d) Night l.lOWi.1cnt. '.1'horc will be NO movement on the min axis 
during tho hcurs of d.:l.rkness, oxcept: -

(i) Wh~rc it is o. tactical noccssity. 

(ii) '!/hon a Group Cor.1r.ia.ndcr is satisfied th.."'..t hi3 group can - -
cor:iploto its move, ,;i thoot. disrupting tro.ffic o.rrange­
non ts , \:i thin v:10 hours of lo.c t light. 

( c) Lco.guoring. Groups lco.guering for thp night vrill probably 
havo to do so on tho r:.e.ir. roo.d OYJinG to the nature of the 
ground, though it 1.1,~ be -poss iblo for thou to pull off into 
:idjaccnt :i'icld.s. ·- lf units leave the roo.d to lcnguer thoy 
\7.i.11 ).eo.ve a representative on the ro~d to ind.ica.te the 
point ·.-1h1::re the tail of the colu1.1n WD.s .-,hon it started to 
leave tho roo.d. Foll o·•.Jing serioJ.s nill NOT pass this point 
except unclor provision of (d) above. 

In any cn~o it is ossentiCLl th.1 t all serials start to rnove 
aga.in punctuclly a.t 0600 hours . If thin is NOT done the 
order of J'.10.rch ·.,ill bo clisnrr~naed o.nd chaos is li!coly to 
onmio. 

(f) Li~hts . NO li5ht0 viil.l bo p1Jnnitted o.nd. no open f iros will 
oo lit by night. 

(c) Ruar..,ard tr.1ffic, No rua.rvm.rd trn.f:fio other t ho.n tho 
lxl.rcst 1.ri.nir.ur.1 for cor:i..vmd and lorol ooi ntcn::tncc will be 
pur, d. t tod on the uo.in :u:is. 

(h) ~oh Diucipline. Th1J succcs:,; of the op0ro.tion ·,till depend 
upon the cp<.H::d of the ,:,.-dvo.ncc, stric.;t r,nrch disciplino o.nd 
adhorun0€: t o uover.10nt orcl0:r-s. Tho contents of 50 (N) 
Division 3~nding 0:pt:;rt\tion Instruction No. 4- will o.eain be 
ir;q_:,rcssod on -111 r-.1nks, 

1.3. Task of Bri~ohoa.d Dctnchuent, 

Tnc i3ri<Jeuh<;ad Dct:tchl:icnt, a.s constituted in ..u.ppcndix 1D1 

(not a ttAcho<lJ, w:i.11, on nrr.Lv..tl at .lJb~HEt!i, proceed innedio.toly o.nd 
t o.kc over the bridgchood llt DOESDURG fror.t troops of 43 Division, 

14. RE 

RE 50 (N) Division 1.l£ly bo oo.lled upon -to c..'\rr,J out tL\sks 
under qirection of CE .30 Corps. .·.D'iold Co1.\po.nios nrc thoroforo grouped 
undur briaudos for 1.1ovcr.1cnt only o.nd r~tuin under the co1.o,1,l.nd of the 
CRE. 

15. iiin.intono.nce 

On o.rriv.l.l in the lilll'IH}:;ii :\.r co. , 50 (N) Division anci. troops 
unci.01· cor:T.1and v,ill be OQ.$ed on 162 F;.~ , ·,,hich is opening D plus 3. 
Loco. tion and t:Lo.tus for dl·:.wine \/ill be notif.icd to o.11 concerned 
l e.tor. 

• •• / 16. Supplies a nd POL 
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i6. Supplies and POL 

11.11 units will cn.rry four dD.ys ro. tions, and full tanks plus 
200 miles resorvo POL in unit trnnsport, 

17. iiJ11Lumi tion 

]\\ll first line of all na turos Ytill be cn.rrivd less those 
na turos detailed by fon·.i,:i.tion cor.!f.Unders, 

18, Rcplcnishr.lont 

(a) As there vill bo no bu.ck,t::..rd i,1ove1.1ont in the ini tietl sta.gos 
of the operation, units TTill oat down supplies ~nd POL -~ 
cn.rricd in unit tra.nsport until tho divisiona.l supply, potrol 
and nr.u·.iunition point is oste.blish?d• 

(b) CRiiSO ,till o. ttc.ch to tho brideehey.d dct..".chJ,1cnt second lino 
tra.nsport e,.::i.rryit1;3 50 i-.1ilcs POL, ono lood of ::1i.xcd ai:lr.lUnition, 

(c) 

o.nd 180 rpg 25 pounder ru:11:uni tion, ; .. n office:r representa-
tive will report to HQ 69 BrigD.dc for l.'lovoncnt orders 0900 
hours 18 Septcuber, In .:i.ddi tion, tv10 lo.:tds POL t-.nd o'ne of 
ar.r:uni tion \till be atto.chcd to 61 Rocc\.l Roginent. Trllnsport 
will report, loaded, to HQ 61 Rooce R0gi:'.1e;nt 1200 hours 18 
Septer.ibt1r. 

Uti.its ,;till l.'IL'Jco their first ro~loni3hr:icnt i'roi.1 tho vchiol(.ls 
a tta.chod cs in pn.ro.gro..ph 18 (b) a.bovo, so that the tr::msport 
will b<.: i.r:u:,odio.tely l'..Vi.\il.'.'1.blc to r eturn, \/hen ordurc:d, on 
ro~ohing the do~tino.tion, 

TOVs will report t o brie;.:-.d..;s undor o.rrungc1.1u11to OR..'i.SC by 1200 
hours 18 SepteQbor, 0.3 under:-

Ono pl.1.too~ 20 Coupany R.180 to 69 Brir;ado 
Ono pln.toon 90 Cor.tpn.ny Ri..SC to 69 Brigade 
Tvro p l .::i.toons 90 C o,:ip--:i.ny &·.so to 151 Brigado 
Two platoons 20 001.Ipe.ny R.i'i.SC to 231 Brigo.de. 

20. Medioo.l 

(a) Fiold .. ~:1bulr .. nc1..s \till r.10vu unc:i.cr co1.1..1D.nd brig.::i..dcs n.s under: -

186 Field Ji.1.ibulo.nco u.nder co1:1 ... 1Z1.nd 69 13rigo.do. 
149 Ficlc"i. .~.1bul,:incc under cor.'ll.V:mcl 151 Brisa.do. 
200 Fi old J.,,1bulo.ncu under cor.11".1.1nd 231 Brigci.u.e. 

(b) 1B1 Platoon 111 i·1Ui.O, will novc under co1:11:'l<'.l.m1 48 FDS at tho 
roo.r of tho Divisi•mC\l .~Juinistrc.tive Group, 

( c) All cn.suul ties -;1ill be c:-..rriod fo:rvr.'.).rd by :r'iold i~:ibulances 
and 48 FDS :\n<l ovs1.cu.J\t~d to the OCS on nrriVtll. Field 
i'.nbulnnccs \?ill i.lc prvp-'\rcd to cvt\.cu.'..\ tc 0...1.suo.l ties f ro1~1 
airborne units on route. 

(d) Field ,'.,.;\buLmcos -~.ncl 48 FDS will e.::i.ch dotr-.il c. section COP 
for attd.ohl.:ont, undor arrCtn~c . .:;nts .:.m.iS, ono n.t, cc.eh of tho 
follo,·fing TCPs : -

Crossin~ ESC~-~UT Ce.no.l 3695 
EnIDllO\rill'f 4-218 
VEG-1 !EL 48 37 
GR::.. VE 6 25 3 

••• /Thcso sections 
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Thoso sections will bo prepared· to hold casunl tios and siok 
for a period o f up to 3 dL\ys. 

' 't -

(o) 3 COS will bG es~blishod .. l.Rl'l'HEM 7577. 

10 COS ·,,"ill bo 0st.'.lblishod NIJl,iEGEN 7162. 

( f) Ono section o'f 163 Field h!i\bulnnco is osta.blishing 6. st.'.l.gine; 
post a.t ST OEDENRODE 4332. 

(g) A CCS uill bo cs~blishod at BOURG LEOPOLD c\s a stc.ging post. 

21, Q!Y2. 

A dotachl,1l::>nt of 50 (N) Division Oru. Fd Pk vill tro.vcl ·'ilith 
Rear HQ 50 (N) Division o.ncl will bo locntod in th..:: c.roo. of Rco.r 
Division. All indonts on tho Ord I-'d Pk will be put through this 
det:iohr,!ont. 

22. -~ 

(o.) Rooova_ry so·ctions froi.\ Dr izc.ci.c y1orkshops ·will rornin undor 
oor.tt:iand .rospcotivo brigL'..clcs . 

(b) Vehicles which bre.'.llc do,m vrill, if possible , bo to·,,ad for w.'.lrd 
to final dostin1tion. Should this not be possible, the 
vohiclos vrill bo r:ulled off the ro-~d and tho l oc:ition 
reported to CRm.iE at Rco.1~ SO (N) Divit;ion. 

(c) 69 Brig~dc Workshops only will . .1ove forwn.rd vtith tho 
division. ..·.u units ''✓ill be notified of its loc:ition 
who n estc.blisho<l o.t the finn.1 clostirotion. 

2.3. Civil .i.ffairs 

Tho three Corps Dct.:lch.:,cnts are r:ioving under cor.r.n.ncl Gunrds 
,~ri.\OUrt:d Division and ·.,ill be est-~blishod o.s under : -

222 CA .Dotei.chr.iont 
213 CA Dotl'.chuent 
214 C.~ Dctachnon t 

iiPELDOORN 
ARNJ-IE:M 
NIJtfilGEN 

z 70 
E 77 
E 76 

(a) 'Pi·r tc.kon ,,hil.3t on tho ·,.::rch will be h.--.naoJ ovor to the 
ncci.rost TCP. 

(b) Tho divisionn.l Pil c..''-[j0 will bo cstl'.blishccl ~t th_c Supply 
Poiflt on ~rr iv~l fin~l dusti n~tion. 

WTERCOi,il.ruIUC.,"..TION 

25. P l o.cc Cod.a Mnr.ios 

(a.) 
' 

;.tt!l.chcd at .'Lppom.l.i.x 'C 1 ( not included) is u l ist of plo.co 
oodo nar.10s for use in op0r:\tion 1G.-.RDEN1• Thoso pla.co 
coda nl'.f.los co:.10 into force 1200;L hours D Da..y o.. t v1hich til.10 
a.11 previous pl:100 code n'll.\C~ c.r1; c'.lnc~llcd. 

• •• /(b) ,~ supplor.icnt~ry 

... 

--. 
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(b) i~ supplc1:iontcry list of ph..ce code nu.-:ies will be issuod for 
distribution NOT below Brigade HQ, to bo ta.ken into use if 
tho list r.:.t ~·~ppenclix 1C I bccon os conprar.1iscd. This 
supplo;.10nto.ry list viill bo to.ken into use o.nd the J?resent 
list c:lnccllcd on rect:ipt of code word ':aR.'XESPR..JIB •••••••• 
• ~ hours.' 

~lDKNOWLEDGE 

Tir.10 of signature 2305 hrs 
Method of issuo - No:n.u.'l.l. 

(Sgd) X X X X X X X X 
Lieut--Oolonel, 
GenerD.l Staff J 

50 (No1•thumbrio.n) Division 
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il'P.ENDIX IN' to 
PART II 

Appendix 'B' to 30 Corps 
Operation Instruction No. 
24 of 15 Sep 4-4-. 

M.rW__j.~XTR_!~ 

1- AIRBOhN::l: OOR.FS O~l.'\.'i'ICtJ: ORDER FOR OPERA.TI& 'MARKET' 

1. British i1.:i.rb~r.1e Ct•l'l--S ~-s under cor,unand Second British 
Arnu. It is ccmmanued i,y : ~.eu";-<:-e::e:.•al 11\ A.M. BRO'hNING. It 
oonsists of 1 Britfah Airborne Dl•.•i t:ion and· 82 US _Ai~borne Division • 

. : 2... . 101 US .A.iJ.·bnrno n ~v-~.:::i.on ~ .. s being <1ropped under arrange-
: ments British Ai:-bor?1e .Corp.~~ but 0n landing comes under con:miand 30 
British Corps., . 

3. Missions as3ign ed tJ the Airborne Divisions a.re· in general 
terms as follovrs:-

( a) 

(b) 

1 British A~.cborno ])~_vision - -- ·-- ----·- -·-
to la.nd and ca.ptu:r·e tl1~ bridge.,; over MEDER RIJN at 
ARNH.EM with '3u·.:fic.;..ent br::.dgeheac1s to f'aoili tate ·the 
passage of 30 CorLis~ 

82 US Airoo1ne D~vision ----
To seize and h?ld the ,'r:;.".ges over R Atiw.S at GRAVE and 
over R WJJ.,.'.L at NIJlvIZG:EN so r-..s to facilitate the passage 
of 50 Corps. The capturo and retention of' the high 
ground betw.een NIJl,~EN cnd ·GROESBEEK 7554 is considered 
imperative for the accomplishment of this task. 

(o) 101 US Airborne Division · 

to seize canal and stream-crossings in area EINDHOV.EN, ZCN, 
and VEGHEL in order to fo.cilitJ3.tO the advance of 30 Corps 
to R I1WLS. 

4. :~ heavy air support effort is being carried out by 8 
United States hrmy hir Force in support of this operation directed 
chiefly agains t FL/JC in DZ Ar.ens. 

S. Details oi ' pla:1 c.r,;: cc~position of 1 B .... ·itfoh Airborne 
Division are e.s fnllows::--· ·· -- ~- .. 

( a) Commandor 

(b) Order of B~ttlc 

.X. X X 

1 Parachute Brigade 
4 ?araohute Brigade 
1 ,\ir Landing Brigade 
1 F.':,lish Parachute Brigade 

( o) OOs, LZs anc'!. o',;1'-·otivcs ni' Brigades aN as shown at Appendix 
'B I to Part I, 

6. Details of plan and cm1_1:.:_ >!li·~io:1 of B2 US Ai:cborne 
Division are ao ,.'ol:.ows: · 

( a) Commander Y.. .".: X 

••• /(b) Order oi' Battle 



• Order· of Da.ttlc 
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504 Parachute Infantry Regt 
505 Parachute Infantry Re&ri: 
508 Parachut e Infantry Rogt 
352 Glider Infant r y Regt 

( c) .IYls, · LZ3 and objectives of .Regimentai Combat Teams are 
o.s shovm o.t J,ppcndix 'B I to Part I . 

7. Deta,ib of •)lan and compo3i tion of 101 US 1.irborne Division 
are as follows:·-

( a) 0onunamer 

·(b) Urdor of Bo.ttle 

XXX 

HQ 101 US .i1.i.rborne Division 
501 Para.chute Infantry Regt 
502 Parachute Infantry Regt 
506 Paraohuto Infantry Regt 

.(o) DZ,s, LZs, and objectives of Regimental Combat Teams a r e as 
shown· at ii..ppendi:ic I B I to Part I . 

8. HQ Bi:·itish i;..irborne Corps lands •with first Glider, lif't ·m 
o.reo.. 62 US J..irborn0 Divd.nion and vlill be established initially in ar ea 
7li-54. It will move later to arec.. Eli.ST of idt~lB/Wii..~ bridges on main 
u.xi3 GRl,.VE ... N IJ:M:ECEN. 

9. Recognition l\nd PD..3 s,·,ords. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx·xxxxxx 
1 o. T irning.;;. 

(~) 

(b) 

( c) 

H hour is the time o.t which the: firs:t po.ro.chutists (less 
Pathfinders) ure dropped. This· vdll probably be 171300il 
hours. 

This til1ling is subjcot to oon.fi~~tion .. - Pos.tponcmcnts 
vroulcl ·~•::.>.eh b l; for :t r,crioi1. of ux.'\c"t 24 hout·r. or multipl e t h.ereof. 

i.pprorilnate timings for dropping in 0.0.ch Diyisiono.l arcn. 
will be ~s follows -

II minus .30 minutes 

H to H plus 1l hour::; -

Lo..ter D Day 

., . 
Pathfinders 

First lift (parll.chuti5to) 

First Glider lift 

Thcr1~ '.vill bo no drop during thu night D/D plus 1. . 
The next lifi; will lie e:-.rl y on D plus 1 o.nd will incl ude 
both glidurs Q.nd paro.chutists and nl.no pos::;ibly ~upply dropping. 
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... : 

,;.ppendi.Jc 'v' 
to Part II 

Jg - . ~c~_-v& ... 
. . 

23 Sep 44-

30 CURFS UJ?.ER.l..TIUN INSTRU0:l'I ON : NO. 25 

('l'o be rbe.d ih _crmjunctinn ·with JO Oorpa Operatir-,n 
• Ihstructi• ... m No. 24) . 

Own 'troops 

1. 8 and 12 Corps ~re c r,ntinuing with present tasks. 

2. Dri tish "drborne Cor )?s 

British .~irborne Corps w:i:th under c .r.£1d R. N'ethcriands 
!3de, SRY Gp less one sqn, 52 Reece Gp, ( wef 0900 hrs 24- Sop), 
is:-

(a) 

.. 
Oontinuinc to h:-,ld present po::ms with 1 i3r Ai;i::borne . 
Div, 82 and 101 US J..irl>orne Diva o.nd R Notherlonds Ude. 

(b) Relieving 69 Lde G~ by 1400 hrs 24 Sep of responsibility 
for close 1)r.Jtcction· NI.JliE'.}i!ll brs ond also . toking ·~ver 
·responsibility f:Jr brhontl. f:r::,r., ii\iRT 7264 - GliUVT \VIEL · 
6965. 

( c) 1.ssuning responsibility f ,,r pr :.itoctiun lanuint: gr-:,und ·· · 
sites in area \,"EST of Chl...·.v.e. 

( d) .rl.ssur.rin,3 respons·il)ili ty fr,r the f rJll~mnc r ooco to.ales : -

( i) 

(ii) 

\lF.ST flank fro1.t excl a. ;i~~J., o..s. fo.r SOUTH.. f\S. 

Canal VIDHEL - s • HERTOGENB0SCH. (HOR r:.ay also 
be op in this area while 32 Gds Dde is SvUTH 
of GRi.VE). · 

Et'.ST .flank froo. ){ 1t· ... .L SuUTH to 4,0 N 0rthinr; 
· Grid. 

INTENTiuN 

J. 30 Corps, in conjunoti<.:in with British ~·i.irbornc Corps, 
will C~Jnt :l.nue with op "u..il<DI!N. II • 

T r..sks 4.3 Di v 
43 Div will :-
(a) Sooure the RlGii'l' flank of 30 Corps fro1.1 incl 

ELST, (after cnpturc), to incl SuUTH bonk 
NEDER RLJN l tt the pt whero brhe:l.d is boin,s est. 

(b) Ensure th.1t ~1,1lish· tps n ·w in areo. SuUT:if of 
NED.ER iiLJN pMii :wer to join 1 0r Airborne 
Div durinr, nieht 23/24 Sep. 

( o) Pass two coys over i\"IDBit Hl.JN night 23/ 24 Sep 
to link up with 1,ES'l' .f'lonk ~1f 1 :.;r ,drborne Div. 

• • •• • (d) \J'hen 
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. (?,) . Y,'h.en 129 Bde is released frnL, present 
- .. :._. task qy action of Gds r~rntl Div, (see para 

:7. ~5(a) below), be prepareJ. to pa.ss this Bde 
over NEDm RLJN with the -;bject of 
~ing brhead. 

( e) Carry out reconna.is.s~ce iil:~T between WJJ.L and 
NED!R RLJN as far as 50 Basting Grid •. 

... ~ .1 : • .. : ~ . ... - ,.,_ ..... -· 

69 Inf' Bd.e Gp cor:1~~ under .cond. Gd.s ..:..rmd biv at 1400 . 
hrs 24- Sep, ( after r eli0f' fror., present taska by 82 US Di v) . 

6. 

G<ls An.ld. Di v will : -

( a) Protect the RIGJ!T flank of 30 Corps 
fra-a incl ilE•.:1'.EL 7367, (.whil:);p will be 
captured.), to e.xcl ELST. 

(b) Clear and keep clear the rr.ain rd N:r.J1,1IDEN 
- ELST. 

• ~ .. • I ,J. , \ • • ,. .. .... '"""•-·--- - - -··. 

( c) R et run on l1 armd r egt ,sp in r es NUHTH of R \v"A.:~. 

( d) Continue to op wi. th present force in o.rea. 
excl VEGHEL to excl GR..VE -to secure }O_ Corps D of c. 

Tasks 6'9 Inf Ddc Gp . .. 

( a) 

( c) 

~ 69 Edd G-p will : -

Continue , rith presen t 1~cccc to.sk. \~'EST 
' between J,,LJ..,.s ::i.nd w •. AL until 1200 h:.t"s . . 
24 Sep. 

Continue \'1ith r{,nainin3 present t ~~ks 
until rcliev~a by 82 US Div 1400 hr ~ 
24 Sep. 

. . 
Cone under cr.11d Gels ,·.rr.tl Div -o.t 14-00 hrs 24 Sep. 

(Si gned) X X X X X X,): X X X X X 
Bri~allier. 

General Staff. 

J.;ETHOD uF. IS.SUE • · ;iy LO mid SDit 

TIUE uF SICNi.roR.E 2015 A 

,. .... 

-= .._ 
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~ppE"Jldix I?' 
to Pa.rt II 

~5 Sep 4lr 

30 CvH.rs OFER,.'rivN IN:5TRUCTIUN No. 26 

1 ;,.irborne biv: brhc~;i.d ov or NED.ER lUJN is nc, longer 
tenable owing "to casualties. Ol'l~ tiJ'.l(,~taee c:,f sups. 

Necessary rfts and supc can r,nly be provided on o. 
lini. ted sco.le by ni,. ht wi"th as:,w.ult boat s, etc, 
each effort v,ill ar.munt tc, o. 1:.1,\jOr or, since the 
encr::iy tla.1inatc thu narrow cr:,s:;in[; 1110.ce·· f'ro.1 
the hie,h gr ,:-iund NE "';1d Nil. 

The areo. in •;rhich 1 Ji.irborne l)iv huv.e thoir present 
brhead · is NOT sui.t..:.blu f ~,r clevelqi.1.,0nt o.s n Corps 
brhead r:,winr, t:) dif'f'icultfos ~)f · oxpa>1si::,n an<l the 
i.J?1possibili.t;y of buildinE ru-11.J. r.cinto.inint; a br in 
this o.re11. 

( c) It has th'oreford l>,.;on d.oc:icldl to ovo.cuatc 1 ~~irborne 
Div frcu the brhe..--u:l nii ht 25/26 Sep. . . 

2. British J~iruoi-nc Oorps··o.rc n.t present responsible 
for t he oles~ def of NIJ11i.ECrN brhc:ud, f ::,r op..:~ between \,i-...._i.L 
and ·Mt.AS and for close ·protecti~m 0f G-.ili'tVE brh!c)o/-d. 

3. 8 Cot·ps n.ro directed ::m CUYT 71li.9, 12 Corps :.,re 
directed on SOHLJNDEL 4138. . ... 

INTEJITTIL>N 

4.. 30 Corps 'Will arru:nge evacuation. of 1 J.irborne Diy 
night 25/26 .Sep and will crmt"inue p~esent _ops. 

METHOD 

5. 
I 

' ~· ~~VL\cuation ond .recepti_on of 1 .. irhorno Div. 

T er,1poro..ry rc- Acl,justi:1ent • 

.Q• :Preparat,;:on f' or future ops • 

... . . . ... 
• ••••••/~'Vnouat~on 

• 
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EVACUATIW AND RIDEP!'WN OF 1 AIRJuRNE DIV 

6. ( a) _43 piv- will oarcy out the evacuation of 1 ..:..irborne 
.... Div incl deception plan and backward lift of personnel 

to the SOUTH bank of NI.Thl!GFN rcl br. 

( b) 

( o) 

All els.1ents 43 Div on NORTH bank of NEDER RLJN will 
a.l~o be withdrawn and rejoin the raain body of the di v. 

OCRA will co-ord fire plan to cover withdrawal; 
for this purpose all 25 pr ar:m less 50 rpg nay be 
used. 

( d) All dets of Poles NURTH .of NLJl.1EGffl will be withdrawn 
under orders 43 Div. 43 Div- will arrange with 1 
~irborne Corps direct into what area Poles should be 
concentrated. 

7. U-& <;J\iG 30 Corps, in c1mjunction "ith Br ~irborne · · 
Corps, will arrange reception 1 J..irborne D:i,.v in NIJMEGEN area. 

TEMFORA.RY RE-/illJUS'fl.iEN'l' 

8. Ta.ska Gds .1:..rrud Di v 

( a) Proceed with capture c,f' :3.cli'il••;EL. 

(b) Continue to hold seo1-1rc EAST flank or 30 Corps 
fron H W.liJU, to excl ELST • 

(c) Continue to operate with .32 Gds Ode SOUTH of 
GR;,.VE to keep the Corps axis cleo.r. This will 
incl positioninG one regt BP in area. 58.51. 

( d) Continue with present r occe tasks SE, SUUTH and 
$v of GI{l.VE, SUUTH of H. i.iAAS. 

NCJI'E : - This tosk is bcin~ taken over by British 
.~irborne Corps at a time to be notified 
later. 

Tasks 43 Div 

(a) Proceed with co.pture or ET.ST. 

( b) Hold securo the Ell.ST f'lo.nk of the Corps froD 
incl ELST fo inc 1 &>UTH bank NEDm. H LJN. 

( o) Protect the \JEST flank of jO Corps between 
H W~i.L nnd NEDER RIJN reoonnoitering as tar 
WEST as 50 Ea.sting Grid. 

( d) Hold one Dde Gp, ( incl one al."l:id. regt), 
centrally place1 in res. 

• • • • •. • /InEPt.&U'IOO 
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PREPARATION FOR FUTURE OPERATIONS 

10, Gels ,\.rmd Div will continue to op in NE dir a.ction with a view 
to pushing the enemy out of ro.nge; of NIJMEGEN br ru1d with a view to 

.,,--._ further ops NE of NIJi,iEG-EN. 

11 . 43 Division will proceed with rocce nnd planning for a 
possible river crossine op between RENKU:M 6276 and \'!.AGENINGEN 5776. 

12, Bdy between Gds .Annd Div ar,d li,.3 Div. 

Incl Gds A.rind Div LENT 716!i,. - REEK 6968 cxcl Gds Armd Div 
ELST 7071 - ELDEN 7375. 

1 3. ACKNOVILEDGE 

METHOD OF ISSUE BY LO 

TI ME OF SIGNATURE 1 545, 

(Signed) X X X X X X X 

Brigaclier, 
Gcnor:ll Stu'f . 
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APPENDIX I Q.1 

to PART II 

EXECUTION 30 CORPS SIGNAL PLAN 
j I 

BEFORE DROPPING OF AIRBOID-1:E CORPS 

1. The two links to Airborno Corps in UK, ( A.9 and A 11 ) , wore 
established satisfactorily by afternoon September 14 and worked thro'l:l.ghout 
24 hours. 

AFTER DROPPING AIRBORNE TROOPS .AND BEFORE THE 
MOVE OF MAIN HQ 30 CORPS 

2. No contact w."ls m.-....de with 101 US Air~orne Division until 0830 
hours 18 Septemb.or. Contnct. for :l short time was ffi':\.de with Airborne 
Corps evening 17 September, but this was not satisf~ctory until :lbout 
0830 hours 18 September. One HP set was fa.ken off· A11 to work on 
ea. ?a.lse cont:ict was made with tho Phantom aete-,chment with 101 US 
Airborne Division ~t 1800 hours 17 September. Three cipher messages 
were received in the Corps Signal Office from thn.t link. They 
looked like book cipher but did not work out and were initially assumed 
to be corrupt. It was then dincovcrcd thnt they were Phantom messages 
and the true identity of the outstation was confirmed. The Phantom 
detachment with 101 OS Airborne Division had been allotted tho same link 
sign as 101 US Airborne Division or1 C5 nnd Corps Ciphers held no details 
of Phantom ciphers. On 18 September, 1f.c'.m Second Ar my could not work 
at any time to Airborne Corps on c8. 30 Corps w:..s given priority 
on that net as it w:'l.s not possible to t:i.ke over control because of the 
confusion of code sigris tha t would ho.vo bocn causocl at Airborne Corps. 
Conversely, there wore periods by d~y when 30 Corps could not work 

- - Airborno Corps on C5 and :Main Second Army could. Pn.rticular attention 
was necessary to ensuro the most cxpoditious routing of tra:ff'ic 
which could n.lways be olenxccl if nccess,-u-y through Rear Airborne Corps in 
UK. 

The US detachment sent to work on 014- h.'\.d no contact. 
was put on to this link with no results. 

30 CORPS ON THE MOVE 

A HP set 

3. The link to Airborne Corps in UK was nnint:-.ined throughout 
the move. As f'A.r ~s EINDHOVEN, the move was by night and rod aerials 
only could be used. Conti:-.ct wns lost with 101 US Airborne Division 
and 1 Airborne Division by midnight ::md tr:'..f'fic wus routed via. Renr 
Airborne Corps in UK or 1,1:\in Army. Until M,1in HQ Corps was NORTH of 
EINDHOVEN there ,:m.s no contact on 014-. E:1rly on 19 September perfect 
canto.et wo.s mD.de with 82 US Airborne Division. On the rove, cipher 
traffic reached 10,000 groups over .:. period of 2Li. hours. Thnt was made 
possible by the addition of tho cxtrn. 3-ton cipher office at Corps HQ. 
As soon as Mo.in HQ 30 Corps was e::st?..blishcd in :MAI.DEN, line wns laid to 
Airborne Corps and 82 US J\irborue Division • 

.ARTILLERY 

4. With 101 :-.nd 82 US Airborne Divisions artillery co1nrnuniC<.-\.t ioos 
wero genero.lly satisfa.ct9ry. No contact vtD.3 nnde Y:i th RA representntive 
1 Airborne Division undor the nrran.gemonts m:1ae. On 21 September, a 
set from 1 Airborn<:1 Division came up on 64 },iedium Regiment ComrrJ'.llld net. 
This wri.s o.uthontico.tod. and n. set put on the Grune net at. Mn.in HQ 30 Corps. 
64 Medium Regiment was at the , ti.'lle firing in support of 1 Airborne Di vision 

••• /nnd it 
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o.nd it was not r~dvisnble to <'--ttm~t to chnnbc frequency to produce a 
ono-to-one link ecru, 30 Corps - CHA 1 Airborne Divi!3ion. Corronunications 
with ~A 1 Airborne Division were through 64- :Medium Regiment Cormm.nd 
net until the relief of 1 _!,irborne Division on night 25/2.6 September. 

CONTACT DETACIDAEt-rrs 

5. The SCR. 300 ~etn r:erc the most s t,tisfa ctory..__ \:/hen· 1 
DORSETS were given the t:wk of cr osaing the NIDER -RI_JN and pa trolling 
for some disto.nce to tho NORTH, there wc-.s no British l,rmy pack set 
ava.ilt..blo which would gui-u-~ntco cornmunic?.tions through thick country 
to a disto.nce of thee or :four miles for patrcls which hnd to cr oss 
n. river Md tr~vel ns light c.s poss ible. Five SCh,300 wore l oaned 
from 82 US Airborne Division o.nd proquccd per-feet communic~tions forth~ 
task • . 

i . 
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P .h. R T III 

SECTION 11 

Ull?O~T.ru'IT LESSONS 

t•. In .'\tturnpting to sumnr.rize the n'\.in · l1Jssons of this 
opero.tion, it is apr,ropri:tte to raillise that ~ dcc11 thrust of some 
60 miles Yras ll'.'.'ldC into country occupiec1 and held by a stubborn enciey", 
that five rr .. "'\.jor ' ·.tter cro::;sings waro successfully negoti.l.tcd in the 
face of strong opposition, an<l th:\t ·thc'plr--n t,s originally conceived 
we.s 90;,; successf'ul. 

\'IEATHER 

2. The weather will ru.\·,~y:J b0 :m over-ridine factor both in 
plruming m;d in executing an operation oi' this nature. During this 
pa rticub.:r op0rntion, the we:-.thcr h ul fl ..lcfinite effect on the course 
of opcrntions, ~nd th~rc is every r c1.son to 3uppose th~t the oper~tion 
would hnvc been 1007~ successful, i:-.s dictinct from only 90fo, if the 
following cond.i tions ho.d buen f .ulfillcd :-

( :l) If the wc'.lther h1.d permitte d the 1 ·Polish P'lr:,tchute Brigade 
to be nccur--tely droppc<}. on D + 2, :ma. 352 Glider Regiment 
on D + 2, ~s plnnnod, nnd thereby en:lblcd the 1 Airborne 
D~vision to obtn.in it:.i quick ar.d vi bl build-up. 

( b) If .the w~.;1. th~:r h{ld pcrmi ttcd the norr:nl scnle of air support 
.'.\W1.ilablc. 

( c) If the weather hn.<l permitted the ·r~ir :iupply as pla nned • 

3. Reference to the c.ttr.chcd Appen::lix 1R' , which shows the 

., 

I 

foreca st EU1.d ~tctuc .. l wu'l.-ch 0r conditiong, indico.tos the t:ffoct tho ,·,enthor 
h.1d on this oporntion. In ::;urnr.n ry, the weather did not permit 
thf.rnc essential rcquircmunts shown above, and -therefore the 1 Airborne 
Division portion of the o_per:-t.tion did not ,1.chiuvc f~l succtess a.a 
origil".n.lly pirumcd. This st,'l tcment in no w:i.y detracts from 1 
Airborne Division's ma~nificont fieht in the ARi'ffiEr,; :u·,)"-, :1.s without 
this n.ction, the fcllov:i.ng r=1mific,ltioru:; would h['.Ve been felt by the 
rermdndur of the US force3 un<lertl"\kin£; the opcr'1tion. Had 1 
Airbomu Division no't cltll'lr, d>n to its bridgehcc,.d in the !u~.JHEM arc~ 
the ono.."='Y r:d.ght woll h::i.ve concuntrritm.1 superior f'orccs c.gn.inst us in 
the NIJMEGBN bridgohead, .:.md i.m_podcd our rcorc:'1llis:1tion within th,.\t 
bridr•chond durini the period when :::.ir oupport '.:l.nd air supply ware 
rr;:i.de ir:tpossible by the weo.thcr. 

From the '\.bova it follo;,:::; tho.t under Northern European 
cl im':l. tic conditions ~ t this t i.IT.c of t ho. Y~',r, t'..n t~irbornc :plan ,\·hich 
rcliep upon linking up .::i.irbornc forcos <lroppcd on D DQ.,Y and tlropping 
addition.'\l forces ::t D +1 is risky, since the v10!\ther rn;'..y frustrate 
the plan. 

PLANNING 

4. The :pl:-mnj_ng of ,the oper:"\tion -.:;:1.s :-ichicvr; d by the visits of :-

( £>.. ) The: Cornrn:md urs of the ,.~irborne For1r.~1tions 

(b) ;\ nurrhcr or· :;t;iff officer::. f:.•01:l ·-irborne Corpr; n.nd Div HQ 

( c) Ruprsscntr.tivoG of' Troop C:lrrying Con'l":''inJ, 
, 

.•• /In addition 
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In rtdditi on, an LO from Airborne Corps H(} W,'1s ,'lttc.ched to 
HQ Second Amy. 

5. It is oonsidorod thut it would have bevn a g~eat advruitage to 
ha ve hnd a ? lo.nnin~ and :1.dvi3ory sta.f'f f r om Allied Airborne Army a t 
Army HQ. '.Pho :"unction.s of this sb.,·f wo\tl<l be to become fully 
acquainted wit h :- · 

( a ) The gro·.md Army Pl.Jul for tho ground r orce$ 

( b) The gr ou."ld Ar my i?J.an for th~ Airborne Forces nftcr. lnnding 

( c) Tho Airbcrnc Army fl:m f'or tho initi:11 J.ropping o.nd 
subsequor:-: build- ~ of the Airborne Forces, 

( d) The '£r:ms:,ort Comr:nnd' s PlCJ1 for t he ini tic..l fly- in and 
re- supply, :md 

( e ) To advise the gr ound force co1nrnan<lcr on -il l n.spocte of 
sub- p'l.re.gn.phs ( c) o.nd ( C:) o.bove . 

To do this. i t is os::rnnt:.:l.l for this st.:u'f to h.:we excel lent 
oommunicr-.tions with 1n Airborne :~ri:iy :1nd the r em- echelon of the senior 
form~tion carryine O\.~ the opcr:'..tio:-1. '£hi s st~'..f'f sho\tld bo 1-:u-ge 
enou~b t o provide roi;:-osent-:.tiv~s 0 !1 the Continent Md in the UNITED 
KINGD0?,1 ooth during t .10 pl :-.nni.ng ma a.ftor the oper o.ti<;>n has trucon 
pl:1cc, until t he build- up by r.ir ha:1 finished. 

Pr ovided sufficic.:nt s t ;tf'f ::.s c\vni.hhlC:.:, it is c onsider ed th'.'1.t 
tho n.ttr,chmont of ocrinin officers of Airborne Form._ ... t ions to Army and 
othor hendqum-tcrs prior t o tht~ opor-.tion would be of value, · so thnt 
s t nf1"' s c'.\n get t o kno,~ en.eh o the,· pr:.or to ·md not <lur ing an oper.ntion, 
when events ar e m:>ving very_ quickly, 

This is pr.a-t:.cularly o.cuirt.ble when 'l.pplied to offi cers who 
o.r o h:.lndlinr~ clozo ·~ir zupport ·tnd intclliuencc. 

6. In pl::tnnin" t1e OJ!)ern.tion, the b'uild- up of the enemy' s AA 
must be taken into cons:.dor .1.tion been.use a r n.piu conccntrn.tion c:m 
vitally o.ff~ct the air ~i.:q>ply :md reinforcemont of the Forc 0. At 
the some t ime, the IJOsn :.bility of ?roviding counter f l~ n.rtillery 
fire ~hould be considered. 

7. lln op0rn. tion or· this n.'1. t ura nny force u::; t o m,'1.kc deep ruu-r ow 
penetrations, which dcmr.L, <l the cl:.mintitiun of nll vehicles which ,u-o 
NOT es~ontfal . l, p o int to beE;.r in mind when l)lannine, ther efor e , is 
to investi[';:it o the posnibility of ·.1s ing special b.daptutions of' 11assault11 

or "li ght sc,:les" of tr:msport, wh::.ch rM.Y -:ic.~o the tr'1.ffic problem, 
\ 

8. I n consic1er in;; the P.rtillcry plan, lone r ange nrtillcry .t).nd HAA 
~tillery mU3t bu 1;\Qvu<l. well .for rµ·d i n th~1 gr ound i,rmy columns to b e in 
a posit ion t o provide ulti··"1to st.pport for the f.irborno Ji'orces ,md their 
l .mding s t r i.ps ·~t the first poss ible or,portunit y. 

USE OF AIRBORNE TROOPS 

9·, There is one outstmding str::..t erticol les:;on, Airborne tro.ops 
nust be u.;ed i n m:1s3 , and the: r n t e ·\t which they r.rc built up must be 
extrorr.ely r '\pid., Fr oT?, the ir.orr.cnt t 'bt Edrborno t roops l and, they 
a.re f uoed with t wo conflicting t --sk~ :-

( :.:i.) The n.ccorr,plishin[' of tho mi~.:iion -i:s.1igned t o thorn - n t ask 
which b0comcn progrcos.ively more difficult ~s the enemy 
rocovors f r om his initi..al :_1u:prin0, and , 

... (b)/The ... 

• 

• 
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(b) The continuo.l protecti on of the lnndinr zones , without 
which oper ational md adminiatr a tivo build- up collapses. 

The simultaneous executi on of thcso t\vo tasks demruids 
disper s i on , whic~ can only be c ompensa t ed for by con9Cntra ting the 
full effort of l nr ge uirborno forces upon a small number of t asks. 
DispE;lrsion of airborne troops is ju::;t 1.s unsound as is the dispersion 
of effort of normnJ. 3roun<l force~. 

10. The Dropping Zone of tho 1 Airborne Di vicion was t oo far 
f r or.1 their objecti v e , i . e . ciGht miles from ARNHEM ; this was borouse 

the t crr~in and fl:'.lc ma.do it imp~ssibl c to l o.nd tho Division 
close to ARNHEM. .Ini'orm'l.tion bcforo the opor ,-,.tion was also to 
the effect t ha t l ~nding3 SOUI'H of t he ~iver NEDER RIJN Y.ror e oJ.so 
impossible ovring to tho tcrrr.i.in. In view of this , it wus decided t o 
drop ~d lrold the Division on tho NORTH bo.nk of the River NIDER RLJN. 
The not r esult of these f actor s w.":.s tha.t the l011din1• troops of 1 
Airborn.e Division diu not urrive in ARNHEM for four hour=:, byt which 
time tt.c enemy d~f.cnce s choroo hnd boen put into effect. 

11 • The polioy of ·1:mding a irborne troops to securo vito.l points 
along tile rods of :1.dvo.neo of the ~r ound troops wo.s a gr cc.t success. 
Tho s trongthoning of these garrisons with ,\rlmy Troops wr:s sound. 
Their t:lsks should include wide patrolling md the oointono.nce pf :i hnrd 
hit~ing r eserve to deal with ru1y enorny throat boforc it reaches t he 
L o;' C o..xis. 

1 ~. Irnmcdi£:.toly the m~in £orc1.:s of t he l o11ding corps h;wo 
p.essed through the corridor, consistent with circumstunccs existing o.t 
t~e time, it is desirabl e thi~t the r esponsibilit y f or the protection of 
-::he L of C should p'ls~ t o o. ~epo.r~ t c commrmu.cr ond none of the l oading 
-:roops should bo required to turn- nbout. I n the p:irticulctr 
circwnJ;:~ances under r oviow., tho course of div erting ground troops back · 
-:;o deal with enemy ~ctivity against the Corys L of C W.'.\5 inevi.tl).ble. 
:n 1.ddition, the existing r outes woro full y corra11.itted w"ith the follow-
·.xp fightin~ troops and supportine arms ; t hus it would not h'l.ve been 
100s:.bl e ~o pij,$3 :ldditi?n'll. troops up tho o.xis f'or tho pr o t ootion of the 
L of c. 

CJMMUNICATIONS 

13, ( n) '!.'l.o oper a tion pr oved tha t excellent corranunicntiona nmst be 
provided between the v:irious hc,'lc'lqunrt ers a c-.:>nsiderabl~ 
~imc boforo the oper ation is pl.umcd t o tako placo, so 
-;h.o.t postponon:en ts or l nst - minuto changes of pl an C')n bo 
quickly communicnt od, o.nd i nformation ~.r~t-.:c,~n .thv ~bff..1 
\mrkinr wi t hin the theatre nnd ::.irborno Bo.se quickly passed. 

(b) : t wns difficult t o f ind out whn.t units h'td l nnded nnd what 
~he build- up ::.md r D- s upply intontions were from d.o.y to day. 
The plunning pf this was dono .'.\ t l.irbornc 13!'.sc rutd the scol.o 
of colTBTl\lnic:-.tiono providod clid not pormi t of tho ilrl'orm~tion 
oeing passed in timo to 3ocond I.r my. This ll\'ldo i t i.nJ>ossibl e 
~o £rn.uge at Army• Headqu'lrters tho fighting capnc i ty from day 
to dD..y of the ,~irborno Por r..'l.t'ions being empl oyed, I n future , 
:.t i s consid~rcd tlv,t m,,so1.ges from ).irborne Bcse r egarding 
build- ,.ip should be r epeat ed direct t o ;,rrr;y, to save the nece2s:l ty 
for rotr 1nsroission fror.. '.irborno i3::i.sc . Cipher dclo.ys could 
bo r cdueu1. by pre- ru-r&n~cd codes fol' :pas~inr; inforrn,'l.tion 
indic·'-ting troops m rl wc"\pons landed. 

• •• (c)/On t he 
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( c ) On t he Cc:::-ps level durinrr the plnnninp staic , the gr e'\test 
cnro wns t:1ken t o arr ~e a s ouncl syst en of corru.1unicn.tion.s 
between el ornents of 30 Corps r.nd 'dr born0 Corps, but it is clear 
frorr. r esults th.'\t ftlrthcr tra inine and improved wireless sots 
-~c essential in or der th.'\t com:nunica tions betwetm a irborno troops 
and ground troops f ollowi~ them up beco1T10 oore efficient. 
Comr.:unic~tions. with 1 .',.irborne Division wore a l : . .os t non- · 
exi stent, 1\s were cor.imunic:ltions betweer. 1 llirborne Division 
nnd 1 P ~u-achute Bri<!,'\clo. 

( d) Air support comDUniC;J tions must b v provided by expert 'l.ir 
suppor t tcntnclos nnd parties, ,nd British t ont1.cles must be 

( e ) 

suit ~ble for carr~ by glider . In this case, US air 
support p:u-tics were formed r.t the l fl st moment, but tho Air 
Corps opcrn.tors h:\d not rc:w.chod n. rcaaon0.blo stnnchrd of . 
w:i.rcl oss oper:.tin~. 
A rndified Forward Control Post ( FCP). should also be provided 
~t .~irbornc Forco HQ in the fiel d in ore.er to provide 
VHF Corr.munication t -~ r econna.iss~ec and support nircraft as 
well as eor:mn.m1co. tion on t he nor r:1nl. ASSU n (;tt,.,ork. 

Fool - proo1· cor.ununicn.t i ons must be a rranged between the 
1,irborne Porpes and the rn.'\in body of the Army. Without 
these cot:iJ'IUllicnti ns ndequnto ~tiller y support Cl\Jl?lot be 
proviclod. Lio.i son O:i'ficcrs with wirt.:l oss sots, prof'crn.bly 
cryato.l controlled, should be t\ttnched from tho Airborne 
Forces t c the urtillery scheduled t o .support t horn. Liaison 
Of ficers must be s ufficiontly sonior t o ~et ~s r oprc.sentntive 
of the CRA Airborne Division if nocess:i.ry. 

EFFECTING THE BRE.,Y..- OUT 

14. \'then gr ouncl troops t'..re co- operat :int; ih ~uch ~ oper a tion as 
"MARKET GARDEN", tho first 0sscntin.l is to ma.ko sure of the "break- out. N 

In this opcr 'ltion, notioulow; en.r e W'lS tnkon t o produce '1. r enlly 
powerful s upport plnn including ::u-t iller y l'nd ~ir forces . · In the 
circumstances, the 0ne11\V ~·.-ns in considcrnbly grci.\tcr s trength th~ 
hac. been anticip:.:.t ed ; but f or the weight of thia support :md t"or the 
mo.8nific ont fiBhti.ng qw..1.itics of the br ~aking- out troops, tho junction 
with tho ,1.irborno troops might well hn.ve boon dol nyed for ,\ number 
of days. 

ORGANISATION ~.IRBORNE CORPS 

15. The or gnnis ·l.ti1n of Airborne Corps HQ is Nor entirely 
s ~tisfnctory. Tho probl em is now undor study. 

AIR SUPPORT 

16. The close :\ir s~port given t o the J\irborne Fornntions ty 
83 Gr oup RAF was seriously curto.iled by thia f act th<:l.t 83 Group was not 
l\ll owed t o oper a t e c1urine the various flying-in opcra.tioru:.. Owinz 
t o the f act th~t these t ook pl ~ce , for obvious r e~sons , during tho 
periods of good wee-.thor ond such por iods ns hr.wo already been noted were 
v ary limited , t his mennt th,1.t on c ort::1.in days ,.irbornc Forml\tions, 
and. in pnrticulnr 1 Ai r borne Division, r ccoived -pr n.cticnl l y no close 
support at all. 

. I t is con.sid.Clred th'\t sol!IC "\J.tcrnative system should be devi~d 
whereby ground forces should no t bo d'6privod of air support nt vi t:il 
periods. 

• •• /CONFLICT 
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CONFLICT BETWEEN AIR SUPPORT ,',J-11) AIR SUPPLY .,..I.RFIEIDG 

17. ,\ conf'l ict of i nter est w:1s ox-perionced between the provision 
or for w:J.rd "..irfields for -i.ir supply and tho roquiroments for. fi~hter 
".nd fiehter bomber forr..c.ti,ms of' the fLF Group suppor tmg the 1~rmy. 
As ~lw:1.ys , in t hi~ type of oper :i..tion, ther e r ill be e. number of ruling 
f ~ctors ; the m'l.in ones ~re :-

('\) Avuil , bili ty of 'l.irfidds -md s ui t1.bility of country f'or 
quick construction. 

(b) ,\..~ount of support th"..t fighter or f ighter bombers cm ;rive 
from oporntion'll nirficl <ls 11lrond.y in use • 

• 
( c) Priorities "'.-s bc-n·:con Fi ghtvr Bonbcr Support ma. omer goncy 

iro.inton..-mcc r equirements. 

There rrr2.y bo o.r ,ns ·where fi~ht or and !;upply s trips con be r.~do 
in sufficient numbers t o ~.cconr od.."'.to both fighter and tr[lnsport n.ircraft. 

Novcrthcl cs.:; , rer;-u-dlcss of how fn.r th0 :~bove f'act ors will be 
r olev<Ult, norr..ally th,· c·>nflict of interests r ef erred t o n bovo will 
usun.lly r equir e th·::.t priority be ,r:ivcn to ihe Rn.F Gr oup supportiM the 
;,rr:'Y• 

·:/here it i s esoonthl to f ly- in vi t:ll maintenn.nce r equiromcnts , 
it is consider ed th'\t the l'\11~:i.n~ of suppl ius by vulner~ble o.ircrn.i't 
in f or wnrd "'.I'cns should not bo forbidden :;ol ely because c :u·,uttl t i cs ~r e 
expected i i.n f nct, the oco.le of pl ·me c etsud ties should be bnl~ced 
against the v-uuc of -ahc suppl i :s ir:iported. 

ADHINISTR.'.TIVE LES~ONS 

GENER!J. 

18. Before '\tte,.pting to drn.w o.ny conclusions fror.1 the l\dminfatr o.tivo 
r1.~pcc ts of the oper '\ tion, it io n .:·ces::i ::tr y t o ex:1nine the ndminis tr<i. t i ve 
si t u",ti')n which w·,e c.xistir.g in Seconcl .\rmy ~t thf'.t tirr.e. Second Arrrry 
h~d just concluded nn :'l.dvnnce of s:>me 400 miles. The ,.r my wo.s s till 
being rM.inta:i.ned from the RM,\ ~t BAEUX, suppl cmonted from DIEPPE; nr.d 
t he o.v nil1blo r on.c1 tr'UlSport wr:s mwh over- s tr'1inccl. 'l'hc Fr ench ond 
Bcl 3iru1 r ':l.ilwn.ys v:or (, in cours0 of bei!1f put into opcr ntion, m e:. their 
c o.po.city wns lir..i t o<1 by t h e.: existenc e nf r•til breaks which lnd to be 
covered by ro'\d t r<'Jlsport, md. th,l difficulties inherent in oper,'ltinr, a 
liber ated r ~ilw::1.y. 

Hnving r encu-d to the ·itlrninistr1.tivo b 1.ck_r:rouncl outlined 
above, the a chiovoment of 30 Corps in rrn int:,ining their f'onn~tions in 
the !'ace of extrorno nifficulty ic worthy of' note, md points to the 
f .1ct th'lt with an ug_ oriencccl I Q' s t ::u'f ~t For m.'ltion Hc.'.\dquo.rt ers 
concerned, it is possibl e t o nccopt :-.dmini3trn.tive risks which otherwise 
might be dis~strou.o. ------.... 
PLANNING ASPECTS 

19. Whon '\ll oper·1.tion im,·olvin;- the muintcn:mee of :drborno 
for1m.tions , to?cthor with those of n;rounc1 for mations , is bei~ planned, 
the following f ~ctors sho,utl r eceive c onsidor·ttion :-

( a) Firstly, when 'lirbornc f or m:-.tions ·:.re t o be dropped, nnd 
subsequently c;.pl oyca. in ., ;:rround r ol e in conj unct i on with 
the l e'1ding ground forcon, the lv·tdin[' r:round Corps nrust 
bo '.\CJninbtrat i vely r eponsihlo f or those ., irbo:rnc formations 

•.. /1S soon e.s 
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o.s soon as tho gr ound troops join up. This will be necessa ry 
because, the airborne Corps Headquart ers does not, at pr oson,t, 
in t he enrly ~)h:\scs of this. type of operation, possess 
tho facilities or ir.nowled.gc of local condit ions to exer cise 
executive administr~tive control and provision. 

(b) Secondly, if there is ~y uncerta in~y :is to t ho length of 
t ime which may elc,psc bE;forc the ground md nirborno for ces 
unite , r.:nintenance of th0 1.irbornc f orce 11y air will be 
incvitc.blc. 
This will b.::- 0. vor·, importmt f !",ctor when making the 
oper a t ional pl.-m !}or tho ,'.... irborne fore,.; . For, i f · 
rno.int cnnnce by a ir fa t o succeed t he Airborne Forces dropped 
must be large enough t o hold 't perimeter of such size tho.t 
suppl ies c n...'11 be dropped nccura t cly within i t without undue 
loss f r om enemy fire. 

( c) Thirdly, thu rMintonnncc requir1Jments of a irborne f ormut ions 
for the time \1hilst they ore opera.t ing wi th ground forces 
should b i:: -~::;sossed on tho basis cf r equiring a minimtm1 of 
one month' s iru.,intenanco. Th is is n~cessc.ry t o .ens ure 
tha t c.dminist rativo pr ovisi on will r.ot be l acking ohould 

RESERVES 

t he a ir1 ,ornc forces have t o be empl oyed in a ground. rol e 
l onger th:·n ori;?,innlly :1nticipatod. This c.pplies · 
p:1rticulru-ly when US Airborne Forces ~ c oper a ting in 
f'r ont of' ~ British L of C and vice verno.. 

20. The value 01' or dering f orm."..tions t o c .:1.rry the m.u:imum poss:hbl e 
reserves w::i.s nrrq>ly demonstra t ed when t he I, of C was cut, t he first 
time from D + 5 t o D -~6 mu tho second t ime fron D + 7 to D -+. 9, Doo 
t o operntion:.'1.1. p r iorities, it had been impossible to ~et mor e than 
t he minimum cssqntio.l tunmunition , petrol , oil r,.nc lubricu.nts 
f orwa:-:-d. 

Formr .. tions were t hus f orced to mo.ke the fullest use of thc;ir 
r eserves Md the b.rier r eser ves of divisions Ytcro usoc1 t o help the 
moro needy Corps ,md 11.rmy troops. 

USE OF AIR TRANSPORT 

21. Once groun<l. c on tnct h~~o been est ablished wij h a irborne troops, 
thei r m'\inten.'.'.nc0 shoulc1 be c~rriocl out in the ncirnn l m'll'U1cr n.a for 
ground trobps, f\llcl a ir t r -'.lnsport should be relietl on only to bring t o 
the theatr e such itc.:1;:s of svecfo.l n·'tturoB 0-s :.tr o unobtdn:1bl 0 in 
tho t heatre , b ec~nse rt.ir droppin~ or o.ir l andi ni of supplies depends 
on the wea ther plus air superiority, plus o.v.til n.bility of transport 
Rircro.ft. 

22. Pinnlly, whon p lo.nnine oper~i.tions of this nature, it is · 
i mpor o.tive t o e.ppr 0cia t o th..'lt the ,mpl oymcnt of nn 1il.lir..:=.. Airborne 
For m:.i.ti•m hn~no n.dministrative object ions, b1,t by doir.g so tho 
a.dminist ro.tion overhc.::ycb o.r c f;rc~tly incroo.setl. 

The essential foa ture will be the bl'.rly est ablishment of 
a compl ete cha in of Li~ison Officc.:rs n.nd .\dminis tro.t ivc Signals of 
the sarno n."..tionality nn the ;.irbornc force :1t s uccessive HQs along 
t h0 L of C. 
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No Date Forecast and Period \'leather Repercussi .--Jns 
( i) ( i i) ( iii) ( iv) ( v) _ _ Jv_;) 

Not es 
(vii) 

1 

2 

3 

D - 1 
16 Sep 

D 
17 Sep 

D + 1 
18 Sep 

Period 17- 20 Sep suitable for 
a irborne ops with f a ir wc:athcr 
apart frc,o n.:.ming f oz,. 
Light winds. 

Fog over bases clearing by 1000 
hrs ~v.it.h r::.c.dcr a te anount s 
cw:·.ulus 3000 f't thereaft e r and 
goc,d visibility. Light winds. 

0708 hrs. 
0800-1800 h r s 

Fog at b~scs clearing shortly 0800 hrs . 
after 1000 hrs, visibility 1000- 1900 hrs 
becvr.ri.ng good. \:ell broken cloud 
3000 ft over bnsos be~~iing 8-
10/ 10 sev. and target a r c.~ 04~se 
15/2000 ft but sr,r.10 pc.tchcs 7-
800 f't in .:.ccasir:nnl rain. Rain 
dying out~ clour: lifting during 
a .ftcrnoc,n. Wind li[;ht variable. 

S:irJ.ilo.r to !'or<..'Cnst 

Bases 2.s t"or 0ccst but 
cloud well br.:,kc:m base 
2500-4QOO ft '_,vcr s0a 
£:.ml t::trgGt . \feather 
over the a irfields ana 
&1c battlo aroa ~as 
bad. 

Op proceeded 
accor ding to 
plan 

Lt-Gen BREREWN decided t o 
pr oceed. with op Mla.RKET 

On advic e given t c, Lt-Gen 
BRERETON a t 18CO hrs of 
f :,g on r.ic•rning 1 d Sep, it 
·:m.,:, dccidE:d. t c, post pone 
tak:E.- ;:>ff till 1030 hrs. 
Thick cloud., base 600 ft 

Ops pr oc~ed'Jd or less, had been m ,ving 
occording to slo-;-1ly NORTH f r om iru,NCE 
pl .:in, but towe.rds tl'l.rget area a l l .... 
NORTHERN r:>ut-. night 17-18 Sep. hdvice _._ 
onl y used. Take given by Met t hr-.t NORI'HERi'J' '° 
of'f a r ound 1030 r r.,ut e via DUTCH islands 1 

hrs. G~o\md should definitely be 
troops did ~.:it o.Jc,pted. This rms d:;n e 
get suoh ess- an~ Cv~diti, ns were evdn 
~tial close better thrul fon.-cnst. Had 
suppor t from SOUTHERN r0ute bo~n 
the air n.s th-.:y acl.:iptei r..My gl.id.crs· 
did ? n the v.:,.ild have been l ost in 
previous day. cloud. 
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~lf-~(i_·i~) _____ (itil __ 

J,. D + 2 
19 Sep 

Extensiv e area of low cloud 
ba~~ 500-1 000 ft ~,:mr..A;IDS, 
l:ii'tj 11£ and dispersing 1100--
1200 n.....--s. Elsewher e \Jell 
·,:-oker. cloud base 20C0-JOO0 
l't. Hazy , visibility 2-5 
miles. Ligbt EAST - SE ,:inds. 

(iv) (v) 

0900 lu:s. J..s forecast except f or 
1000 - two pts -
2000 hrs 1 . Low cloud remw.ned 

in GRJ.l.J-."'UIJ..E areo. , per­
si steo all d~y. Base 
G00-1 000 ft . 
2. patches of lm, 
floud 500- 1000 ft 

~ cES : -- Attachc<i sunn~ry giver n.ct~l ·.1cuther on 
rou t.c a~ pts V!herc R/J.JhR \7~s provided.. 

,;,~re enco1..J1tered tlon;?. 
a;i!. 11Ca:t.' coast of LO\! 
COl,l'Q'RIES • .No :t'lyinL~ or: 22 Sep. 

D + 3 
?O Sep 

Fo3 und l e,, ctr:..tue , bo.ee 
50C•- 1 (X)() ft lif'ting nnd. 
<.lispersinc by mia.day a t 
SGU ..:l:fi:::jf b.:.sus c1nd by 1 500 
- 1600 m's ::(t :~01-:...'ID~CN 
bn.scs becomi!.g brc,kcn 
ctm1ulus base 20C0- 30UO ft 
aft1::rnoon. Strr.tus ever 
SOU'~~: rmRTH SI'.~ .::·.cl. · 
cor.tincr.t lift:i.l!g n.bove 
1 000 ft cc.rly ~f'tc1noon 
i::.nd breakin0 a..roU1'!d 1500 
hrs. ';finds light v c:..ric.ble. 

0900 i,r s . Si£:lilnr to f'orecnzt. 
1 0()() 

2000 :1rs 

(vi) 

Appemix •R I to Par..; III ( Sheet 2 ) 

(vii) 

).1ost planes in GRANTHA1I area 
were unable to take off 
despite po~t ? oncruent 1130-
14CO (i. e. glid~rs of USJ.. 
troops S):ic. •i Polish para. 
Bel~) • _3b and 4fi G.P. ancl 
GRE.Ei:r-J..l,Ju oo:.. .OH ~ocl-: off on 
time - 1130 hrs . 1-0~ of 
glic.lers lost mairJ.y it is 
bel::.r::ved becs.u.::11.; c,f yatcllcs 
of lv\l strr..tus near BZLGIAN 
coast. Over 2/3 mcle the DZ. 
Rest l~rid~d in friendly 
BELGIJ..N t8rri t ory. 

IE vi .;~1 of t,h<:! slo,;, cltJL<r:.i.nce 
of' lo·,1 cloud ut NORT!·rn:RN 
b~scs , decided to put on 
p:u~-.tr. ( 1 pclish .Para 3de ) 
c:.nd :..·c.:-sup 1iri.ssions only. 
·.r1,cse carried out . l'ac/R 
could 9 r od1.20e l i ttle infor­
mation, and. this enabled 
the one~~ to concentr~te 
EbST and ·a1.EST of 30 corps 
axis of c..dvancc vii t!1 a view 
to d.is:ru,,ting traffic or1 it, 

• 

Lt-Gen BRERETON was o.dvised at 
0900 hrs that NORTl-:ZRN route 
ln:::t t.er than SOtlTHEPJ~ with 
practically cloudleas 
conlitions. He ,'liir:_cit,.xl 
SOU:l'"rlEHN route for t""c rccczon."l . 
It fippears 1.'ro!il sc~mty 
observations there -..-,as little 
or no lo,., p]_ou:1 on the NORJ'r,c.'lm 
route . 

GRANTiftJ,1 t~rca t a.t~e-of'r post­
poned from 1030 - 1400 hrs 
~uai tinr, lifting of l0V1 cloud. 
38, 46 Gpc :..Lnl G-:::IBENJLl,1t COMMOH 
a~ca - t~kc-off as plwmed 
1130 hrs. 

J 
• 

. I 



) ) 

A,:ependix 'R ' t o Part III (Sheet 3) 

<.; ) (.i:i.Jrl~}.---- --- -C..iii) _______ ________ (?--v)_ ____ __ (yl __ _____ - - -----~l __ _ _ ._ ____ _(_vi_· i..L·)_. __ _ _ _ 

6 1D + 4- Extensive mist and low 
21 Sap cloud below 8CX) :ft clear-

• ing by 1100 hrs i n SOUTH. 
1200 hrs in NORTH. Then 
visibility 2- 8 mih:s and 
0verland, there~ter 4-
8/10. cunrulu s base generally 
2 - 3000 f't but bel oY: 1000-
1500 f t a t times i n showers . 
Small amounts cloud at 2000-
3(X)() ft over sea~ Wi nds 
light variable . 

0900 hrs . 
1000 -
2000 hrs 

Stratus uersisted 
base 6r.x/ - 1000 f t 
t ops around 2 CXX) ft 
over EASTERN ENGLA.ND> 
fey, pe.tchcs c·:~r sea. 
rro showers er.countered. 
Othenrisc as f orecast . 

In view of l ow cloud c onditi ons 
and moderate visibili ty decided 
to send re- sup planes only . 
Tac/R limit ed and prevented 
additionoJ. infonnatior ~ran 
being obtained abcut the e nel'P,Y' s 
overations against t~c L of C 
a.x::i.s . 30 Ocr~ agreed urrusual 
proceaure of s tr~e on r eoog­
ni tion. 

GRANTHAM areas talce c.:ff post­
poried until 1400 hrs . 38 ana 
1+6 Gps and GREEN1L,\ki COi\Il.iOi~ 
areas took off as planned at 
11CX) h,:-s i'lyin3 ')Ver lo;r 
stratus i n EASTE ... ::O'f J!lllGLP.ND. 

.;.._ ______ --·· ------ - - - - --- -- - -- - --- -- - - -- -- ----
7 D + 5 Wi cespreaa mi st or fog 

22 Sep t cgether with low clou d 
belcw 1000 ft over ENGI..PlID 
vri th cloud base i mproving 
to ove r 1CCO f t during early 
dternoon. Visibi l i ty im­
p r oving 15(X) yds or mor e by 
noon except i n NORTHERN bases 
where 1CXX)- 2000 yds t o 1500 
hrs . Over sea and t arget 
area well br okc11 c loud 2000-
3oc,o ft bu t l oc e.l r ain like ­
ly, cloud lovterin g to arcund 
1500 ft . 

0900 hrs., 
1000 
20CX) hrs 

---- ---- ------- --

.., 

Ops c ancr•lled at 1300 hrs . 
Reason appeared to be gli der 
work not possibir i n v i cYt of 
lc\'1 cl oud> and no re- sup er 
paratps req_ui red al though 
this c c.uld have been done. 

J:~et briefing of Gen STEi<lU.Y 
FAM, a t 1715 hrs : -
Explained that clearing c ol d 
frc,nt ·,1ould pass area on 23rd 
giving ~u,d condi tio11s for 
glidi:r ·.,or k behind it }.lrovided 
i t did not become stationary 
over target area, ..:.s s~emed 
possibl e at the time . 

- ------------ --··•-- ---------------- ---



(i) (ii) 

8 

(iii) 

Fcrecust ::r.iend.ed ...i.t 1200 hrs. 
R!:.in out cut but so:.1e other 
:intennittent r~n spreading 
fror.i 'IB-ST t·o nffect ::-.11 b,,$cS 
by evening. .Jlcud 1 CXX) ft or 
better. 

(iv) 

.Appendix 1R I to part III (Sheet ·4-) 

(-v) (vi) _(Y.ii) -------

Similar to fvrec·.st . 

---------- - ------- -----------------·- ---------- ---------- - -

;J D + 6 
23 Sep 

CC,ld ,~ro:'lt cle!::.ring t~rcut ::.ron. 
by 1400 hrs gi vin6 vt:!r-., [1,C,od 
condi ti,.,:-:s behind. Visibility 
8 + mil0::.. Clc•'---d 5-8/18 2C(t) -
3000 ft . . :,'ir;d ':".c~,terly 10- 15 
mph increa.sir.g 15- 20 r.1:1h ov ... r 
lund. 

08qo hr:a. . 
1coo -
2000 lu.·s 

--------------------------- ·-·--

l 

conuitio:.s ~s fsre­
c::i.~e ::i.part fro;n. c:-ne 
slight shoner in 
t::.rz;at :ir oc. ·,.'i th 
clou~ bas... 1 50C -
2000 rt . 

~ll 6 liders sent ovai· from 
GR..H'l'HA.1.f thnt had be,m 
w .... ::. ti~·,g tc• go ~incc 19th. 
O_y l,~.RKET concluded. 

. ,. 

'l':ime over DZ l'lxcd ;"tt 1600 hrs 
to give froHt gooa. clw.nce to 
move by. 

/ 

• I 




